RYHA MEMBER MEETING

May 11, 2005

ATTENDING BOARD MEMBERS

	( Anderson, Jay
	( Mackey, Brenda 

	 (  Bier, Jim
	( Paulson, Charlie

	   Cousino, Joan
	( Roth, Steve

	 ( Foley, Mary
	

	( Grinde, Paul
	( Schneider, Scott

	 ( Heightland, Kathy 
	( Weber, Dan 

	( Hickey, Mark
	( Wylam, Jill

	( Jahnke, Sue
	    Zmolek, Doug

	 ( Konakowitz, Tom 
	


RYHA MEMBER AND NON-MEMBERS ATTENDEES: Scott Rud, Marie Samuelson, 

Denny Jones, Gary Hanson, Tom Musta, Tom ???, John ???, Ray Ashworth, Chris Jones, Judy Powers Graves, Bob Haskins, Mike Nigbur, Todd Heroff, Steve Nelson, Justin Mackey, Todd Lampman, Scott Kautz, Jim Sackett, Chip Applegath, Pat Carr, Steve Owen, Greta Owen, Paul Brandrup

RESOLUTIONS BY THE BOARD

1.  A motion was made to allow Charlie Paulson to draft a letter to Minnesota Hockey stating RYHA opposition to the required use of the blue puck at the U10 and Squirt and below level for the 2005-2006 season.  Motion approved. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Steve Roth

Mr. Roth presented the audience with his philosophies in regards to his tenure as President of RYHA.  He believes we should be taking care of our players at both ends of the spectrum.  Mr. Roth presented a brief history of past RYHA players who have seen various levels of success.  Mr. Roth also handed out an article titled Betting on Childhood Sports. 


Mr. Roth presented Outgoing Past President Jim Sackett, a Thank You for all the time and effort he put into RYHA for the past three years. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT – Kathy Heightland

April minutes were presented and approved.  Vote was unanimous.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Jill Wylam

  Treasures report was presented and approved.  Vote was unanimous.

.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Jill Wylam-No Report

GAMBLING COMMITTEE – Tom Konakowitz

Gambling’s March 2005 Activity Summary, tax return, allowable expenses, and June 2005 budget were presented and approved.  Vote was unanimous.

MITES/SUPERMITES – Charlie Paulson

Mr. Paulson would like RYHA to take a formal position of opposing the mandatory use of the blue pucks.  A motion was made to draft a letter stating that RYHA opposed the mandatory use of the blue pucks at the U10/ Squirts and below.  Vote was unanimous.
Mr. Paulson agreed to draft such letter.


Mr. Paulson discussed the position of City Unit Director and ways he believes we can simplify this position, including assigning some duties to the level commissioners and having commissioners and Doug choose coaches for the House league teams.

OPERATIONS UNIT – Dan Weber

Mr. Weber continues to meet with the Referee’s to continue to improve upon this area in regards to young referees gaining needed experience and being mentored by more experienced referees to help them learn.


Mr. Ashworth, the Webmaster, gave an update.  He stated that many things have begun to happen behind the scenes to improve the website and the database has been loaded for SM and Termites.  He will be giving various board members administrative privileges for the website to allow areas to update their own information in a more timely manner.  Mr. Ashworth has recently changed the host site and believes we will receive much better service.

MAHA – Paul Grinde

Mr. Grinde recently attended the MAHA meeting in St. Paul and reviewed the highlights.  Redistricting continues to be discussed and will likely be voted on in June/July.  Anyone with input on this is asked to contact Bob Benner, as he is the RYHA spokesman for this matter.  Referee clinics have been set for September and this information will be posted on the RYHA website as well as the Minnesota Hockey website.  Bantam A and B, Junior Gold, and girls U14 will all have 14 minute stop time up to 75 minutes for a game next season.  It was also decided at MAHA that the blue pucks will be used by the squirts and below, and the U10 for the 05-06 season.

.

CITY UNIT – No report

TRAVELING UNIT – Scott Schneider

Mr. Schneider presented the Traveling Committee proposals in regards to number of teams at the Squirt, Pee Wee, and Bantam levels.  This was originally an action item but was moved to informational due to the absence of Mr. Zmolek.  Mr. Schneider presented his proposals along with the philosophies of the Traveling Committee.  (See attached summaries).  The committees stated that these proposals are not baste on a desire for a winning record but on the belief of placing a child at the correct level of play where he/she can be most successful.  This past year there were players who were thrilled to make an A level team and a short time later realized they were above their skill level.  The committee believes this harms the top 6/7 players at this level, as well as the bottom 6/7 players.

  Another area of concern by the committee was the safety of our players put at a higher level when not prepared.  Two instances of players who received injuries due to this were given.


 Questions from the board as to receiving approval from District 8 for these changes were addressed.  Of concern was what district our teams would play in if District 8 denied our teams from participating. Questions and comments were taken from the general membership and the proposals were tabled until next month.   Mr. Schneider stated he would put any new proposals on the web site for review prior to next months meeting.

HOCKEY ADVISORY - Doug Zmolek-Absent

TOURNAMENTS – Brenda Mackey

Brenda Mackey presented a summary of tournament revenue for the 2004-2005 tournaments.  The tournament season was profitable for RYHA and Mrs. Mackey was pleased with the overall progress made on expense control.  She stated that the tournament schedule for 05-06 needs to be finalized by May 31st.

FUND RAISING – Sue Jahnke -No report

BOOSTERS – Mary Foley-No report

BUILDING COMMITTEE

Progress on the new arena continues and the Committee is finalizing Construction Company and Financial Institution proposals for approval from the general board.

OLD BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS

Adjourn

