BLOOMINGTON FASTPITCH BOARD MEETING

MONDAY, December 11th, 2006

DAKOTA CONFERENCE ROOM

BLOOMINGTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS

1800 WEST OLD SHAKOPEE, BLOOMINGTON, MN

1.)
CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING COMMENTS:  The meeting was called to order at 7:01pm.  Board Members present:  Deb Whited, Dave Gustafson, Brad Plaman, Tom Murphy, Kathy Sweeney, Roxanne Maciej, Bob Briesmeister, Marles Rittmaster.  Non- Board Members present:  Cam Kane, Rick Santiago, Dave Fitzler, Paul Hagen.  Welcome to the new board members.

2.)
SECRETARY’S REPORT:
Motion made to accept November minutes by Roxanne Maciej, second by Tom Murphy.

3.)
TREASURE’S REPORT:
Current balance is $20,469.15.  Dave Gustafson has drafted a budget for 2007.  It is the intent to balance the budget. 

4.)
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT:


a. Inventory – everything is turned in and counted.  We may need to purchase catchers equipment, new balls and bats for the younger girls next year.  

b. Equipment Requirements 

5.)
PLAYER DEVELOPMENT:

a. Fee $25 or $30 – Tom Murphy suggested that the clinic fee remain at $25.00.  This cost will be deducted from summer registration fees.  

b. Policy of paid coaches using BFA Open Gym – it was brought to the Board’s attention that a few coaches are using BFA gym time for exclusive training.  It was decided that the board will monitor the situation, and at this time no action will be taken.

6.) 
BLOOMINGTON TOURNAMENT UPDATE:
The Bloomington tournament is scheduled for June 8, 9, and 10, 2007.  Dave will meet with Steve to reserve fields.  Dave will also be updating Fastsports.com with the tournament information and registration instructions.  The board will need to decide the age brackets as well as the format that the tournament will run.  Last year we ran both  A and B bracket, but it was not as successful as we had hoped.  There was frustration at the 10 year old level.  The recommendation for next year is pool play on Friday and Saturday, with bracket play on Sunday.  

The question was raised whether or not we want to make this a National qualifier tournament thinking it will draw higher quality teams.  The tournament director will research and report back to the board.  There was a recommendation that we include the 16’s with possibly Sunday only games.

7.)
BLOOMINGTON LOVES IT’S KIDS:
This event will be held February 24th at the Kennedy gym.  Brad has mentioned the event to the high school coaches and they are willing to assist with the coaching.  The goal is to run short clinics and let the girls have fun.  In the past this has been a great recruiting event for BFA.

Laura Schmit will create a hand out to distribute to the schools advertising the event.

8.)
16U PARENT MEETING UPDATE:
It was the consensus from the parent’s and players to keep the 16U a community team.  There is enough commitment from pitchers and catchers to be competitive.  Molly and Trish will not be coaching this year, but there are very good candidates to interview.  It was suggested that try-outs take place before the high school try-outs.

9.)
SUMMER LEAGUE REGISTRATION AND TRY-OUTS:

It was suggested that we move up try-outs for all age brackets.  Steve will look into renting a dome for try-outs.  Currently the 12U try-outs are scheduled for the week of March 19th.  Registration information will be mailed with the January newsletter.

10.)
NEWSLETTER:
Information for the newsletter is due by December 22nd.  The January newsletter will include summer registration information as well as tournament details.  Deb would like to have the newsletter mailed by January 2nd.

11.) 
OTHER BUSNIESS:


a. U8 Update – Deb has sent messages to Lakeville and Hopkins but has not heard back from them.  Edina, Burnsville, and Shakopee all have 10C teams and may be interested.

b. Web site – Glen Gilbertson will continue to update the BFA site.  The goal is to have a page for each individual team.  

c. Interest in Concession committee – is there enough interest?  Steve will request that Jason Hicks present to the board.  The discussion was tabled until January.

d.  Interest in hosting play-off tournament – it was decided that BFA would not host a play-off tournament this year.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20pm.  The motion was made by Dave Gustafson and  second by Bob Briesmeister.

Respectfully submitted by Marles Rittmaster 

