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East Grand Forks’ figure skating and hockey programs received a boost Friday. 

The city’s third artificial ice sheet was added to the mix when the Blue Line Arena officially opened for business.

The ice sheet rests in a converted temporary school building, the former home of Crestwood Elementary after the Flood of 1997. It’s located next to the city’s VFW Arena.

The East Grand Forks Blue Line Club bought the building from the school district a few years ago and tried to get by with natural ice. But the building was too efficient at retaining warmth, so it was difficult to keep natural ice.

So, after two seasons (2005-06 and 2006-07) of fighting weather, the Blue Line Club last year began to tear out the floor and prepare for artificial ice.

Mark Cowger, vice president of the Blue Line Club, said the project will run about $450,000. About $300,000 of that already has been raised through fundraisers and donations.

In addition to the artificial ice, the building has new boards and other updates. The big thing is the new ice, which will allow skaters to get in the building earlier in the season, when practice demand is at its peak.

“We were just constantly scrambling for ice time,” Cowger said.

He was pleased to see teams practicing on the ice sheet Friday.

“It took a lot of time,” he said of the project. “We had a lot of volunteer effort into it.”

East Grand Forks also has artificial ice sheets in the Civic Center and VFW Arena.

“This will mean additional ice time for everybody in the program, both hockey and figure skating,” said Mark Dragich, East Grand Forks recreation supervisor. “Nobody ever gets enough ice time, so it’s definitely going to be a benefit.”

East Grand Forks is hosting a 12-team youth tournament this weekend. East Grand Forks hosts another tournament next weekend.

“Without the ice, those tournaments are difficult to do,” Dragich said.

