October 3rd, 2009

Watertown , SD

SDAHA Fall meeting minutes

Meeting attendees:

SDAHA Officers:      Tom Hitchcock, President, Dan French , Vice President, , Lynda Wagner, Secretary

Aberdeen:  Voting-   Steve Jorgenson, Duke Witte, Ben Tronnes

Big Stone :  Voting- Hope Elbert 

Brookings:   Voting-  Dave Zerfas, Brian Vanliere, 

Huron: 
   Voting – Doug Solemn, Jeff Miller, 

Mitchell -    Voting – Steve Rice, Denise Neihoff, Mary Gossdider

Pierre -   Voting –Dawn Magee, Rob Anderson, Rob Kittay 

Rapid City     Voting – Tracie Veazey

Sioux Falls -    Voting – Jayson Drake, Vince Jones, Cherry Hunter 

Watertown – Voting – Jeff Johnson, Vince Foley, Myra Waxdall

Yankton-        Voting  - Ronda Schenkell, Mark Johnson, Laura Baumeister 

Sioux Center -  Voting - Brian Deboer, Tim Ringelberg, Blair Harp  

SDAHA Representatives: Gary Healy, SD Risk Manager, , Jodi Sterrett, Officials Scheduler, Mary Held, State Registrar, Dave Smith, South Dakota Selects, Doug Pietz, ACE Coordinator, Doug Sorenson, SD Referee in Chief, Jodi Sterrett, Officials Scheduler

Also present:  Greg Evenson, North Dakota Hockey president , Peggy Hamann, Watertown jenni Wirkus, Watertown 
27 voting delegates were identified by SDAHA President Tom Hitchcock.  

Adoption of Agenda was moved by Rob Kittay of Pierre and Seconded by Steve Jorgenson of Aberdeen.  

Minutes from SDAHA Spring 2009 meeting were reviewed.  Motion to approve by Rob Kittay of Pierre and second by Dan French of Rapid City.  
Noted:  Cherry Hunter, Sioux Falls would like verbiage included in proposals, there was some left out in the last minutes.  

Treasurers Report

Tom Hitchcock, SDAHA President
report attached 
Team assessment set at 300.00  per team (up from 250.00 last year) due November 15th. 

Team  fee assessments set for state tournaments to increase to $110.00 per team ( up from $80.00 late year) . 
To help to eliminate some travel costs for state tournaments, it was proposed that only boys and girls varsity levels will have a state representative travel to attend . Bantams and Peewees will be covered by state reps that live in the hosting town or by the local president.  In addition the elimination of  medals from Bantams on up was also proposed to help cut costs.   Trophies will be presented to the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 5th place teams when 8 team participate. Trophies will be presented to the 1st, 2nd, 3rd place teams when 6 teams participate.  
A motion to adjust budget for state tournament for travel from $3,020.00 to $1,500 and trophies from $3,800 to 2,500.  This will decrease team assessments by $60.00 each team.  

Motion :   Rob Kittay of Pierre , Second:   Vince Jones of Sioux Falls 
Motion passed 

Registrars Report

Mary Held, SDAHA Registrar

American Development Model  kits will be mailed to locals to help to promote hockey at the lower levels.  
Grow the game events 

Youth Tier II National Tournament :  SD currently has a Bantam U14 team rostered.  

Membership cards will no longer be mailed they are now e-mailed 

Manuals - All are available online at USA Hockey website 

Non US Citizen report - should be completed before play is allowed 

 
A.  Different report for Canadians versus non-Canadians 


B.  Needs to be completed each year  

Birth Certificates 


A.  MN will no longer have in roster books - will have a stamp by registrat to verify 


B.  Goal is to eventually eliminate birth certificates from the roster books.  

 Online registration-

A.  most locals are mandating this for 2009-10 season 

B.  Reports 



i.  Member counts by program 



ii.  registration summary 



iii.  association transmittal summary 

Tracking player retention:  All associations have been asked to do this for 2009-10 

Change in MN tournaments:  MN will now only allow teams to play in the same level tournament as their classification.   


Selects report 
Dave Smith SD Selects 

Dave would like to see a different approach towards the select program.  Instead of tryouts and making cuts, he proposed having camps set up to promote more skill development.  This would mean keeping all players and have uniform teams - equally divided to include all players.  NO CUTS.  He is working on increasing numbers of players participating in the select program.  

U14 National tournament team is doing well for first year.    Dave would like to have 3 to 4 teams next year.   Ideas on how to raise money to fund these teams are being sought.  
Doug Clark,  Chairman of the SD national Tournament Committee

Letter of report attached to minutes.  

Following report  given by Vince Foley of Watertown 

SUMMARY OF ACTION NEEDED:
Girls: 1) create a girls' development subcommittee under Noelle as chair to confirm the District's action; 
2) that subcommittee would be subordinate to the overall committee (but equal to the youth (boys) district development subcommittee and national tournament subcommittee); and 
3) charge Noelle with creating her committee and proposing plans for development camp.
 
Spring schedule/Alliance Cup
1. The schedule as proposed above;
2. Affirm the non-acceptance of the invitation to the Pittsburgh Showcase;
3. Confirm that should a Showcase be held in Minnesota, South Dakota would send a team;
4. Decline participation in the Alliance Cup.


Tentative Schedule
 3/12 - 3/14 Boys Varsity State Tournament
3/19 - 3/21 President's Cup
3/26 - 3/28 Showcase and Boys 92/93 tryout (Huron)
4/2 - 4/4 Easter Weekend
4/9 - 4/11 National Tournament Weekend
4/16 - 4/18 Girls tryouts TBD (Brookings)
4/23 - 4/25 U16 (94 & 95s) and U14 (96 & 97s) (Brookings)
4/30 - 5/1
5/6 - 5/9 District Development Camp (Minot)
U16s
1. We informally approve of a U16 team in 2011; 
Information Item:

Committee Structure

1. Development Committee, David Smith Chair

A.
Youth State, District and Festival Development sub - Committee, Vince Foley Chair


B.
USA Hockey National Tournament Youth Teams, Doug Clark Chair


C.
Team South Dakota, David Smith Chair


D. NPHL League Entrant, Vince Foley General Manager

A motion was made by Jason  Drake of Sioux Falls to approve Noel Needham as the district representative for the Girls Development and National Tournament team.  Second by Steve Jorgenson.  

Motion passed 
Risk Managers  Report

Gary Healy, SDAHA Risk Manager

Back ground checks are due in from associations by December 1st.  .  Don’t wait until you have them all, send them in as you receive them.  

Refs need to complete a background check.  

 Officials Report

Doug Sorenson, SDAHA Referee in Chief

Reported that we are lacking in level 3 and 2 referees.  He would like to see and increase in numbers and better assignments at the lower level tournament to help younger referees get experience.   
Locals are asked to contact Doug with names for mentors for officials in lower levels.  

Bruce Palmer will be working on the process of evaluating the referees.  

Proposed Seminars -  for the local associations to promote a better understanding of the rules.  

- Emphasis on the ZERO tolerance policy 
- parent training for parents at the lower levels 

- guidance for older refs and development for younger refs 

Would like to improve communication for referees - web site 

Bruce Palmer 

Local associations need to arrange rules change meetings for teams.  

Mouth Piece Rule change proposal:  USA Hockey does not require that mouth guards be attached to the helmet.  SDAHA currently requires that they be attached.   It is being requested that SDAHA change their rule to follow USA Hockey guidelines.  

Motion by Vince Jones to allow the change, second by Rob Kittay.  

Motion passed.  

Officials Scheduling report 

Jodi Sterrett, Officials Scheduler

No report to be given due to state schedule not available yet.  

Coaches Report 

Randy Honkomp, SD Coach in Chief 
Doug Pietz, ACE Director

Randy was not present to give a report.  Clinics for coaches certification is posted online on the SDAHA web site.  

Doug Pietz 

Doug reported on his plans to help associations to get information out to help with the following topics:  

A.  Accountability  for team members. 

B.  Help coaches to handle situations with parents and create a good flow of        communication.  

ACE program handbook is available on the USA web site under the coaches section.  

DVD from ACE containing drills and other teaching materials is also available.  

Girls program report 

 Noelle Needham not present to give report.  
Coaches Committee 

Rob Kittay, Pierre 

JV eligibility issue being worked on.  

Discipline Committee report 

Dan French, Vice President SDAHA

Game misconducts are down from last year while match penalties are up.  72 game misconducts and 6 match penalties.  
Locals need to stress talking to coaches about game misconducts.  There were a total of 13 at the peewee level which is very high for a lower level team.  

Out of state game misconducts -  coaches need to report and provide a game sheet to Dan French.  

Locals need to let Dan know who will be serving on the discipline committee.  

Scheduling report 

Tom Hitchcock reported that Maxine Tronnes will be stepping in to complete the scheduling for the upcoming season.  

A program is being developed to make the scheduling process much easier in the future.  

Jamboree update by Duke Witte of Aberdeen 

12/11-12/13

PWC  hosted by Watertown 

BC  hosted by Valley City, ND

1/15-1/17

PWB hosted by Jamestown, ND 

BB  hosted by Aberdeen

 

Senior Showcase  Update

Showcase to be held in Brookings on November 20th and the 21st.  

62 boys and 6 girls  are registered.  

Associations will be billed $40.00 per players participating.  

Web Master report 
Ron Dobesh,  Webmaster

If you have information you want posted on the web site you can send it to Ron.  

Working on getting schedule on line once it is completed.  

Point streak report 

The contract for point streak is for one more year.  We are looking at other options.  

Growth and Promotions report 

Sue Cook from Aberdeen will be working on way to better promote hockey in the state and help to improve growth in the lower levels.  

Association Reports

Aberdeen -Team Counts 




1 Varsity, 1 Girls Varsity, 1 Bantam B,  1 PWB,  

Big Stone Lake -  Team Counts 




1 squirt 

Brookings – Team Counts 




1 Varsity, 1 JV, 1 Girls Varsity, 1 Girls JV, 1 Bantam B,  




1 Bantam C, 1 PWB, 1PWC,

Huron -  Team Counts 




1 Varsity, 1 JV, 1 Girls Varsity, 1 Girls JV, 1 Bantam B, 




1 Bantam C, 1 PWB,  

Mitchell – Team Counts 




1 Varsity,  1 Girls Varsity, 1 Girls JV, 1 Bantam B 




1 PWB,  1 PWC
Pierre – Fort Pierre- Team Counts 




1 Varsity, 1 JV, 1 Girls Varsity, 1 Girls JV, 1 Bantam B 




1 Bantam C, 1 PWB, 1PWC, 

Rapid City (Rushmore) – Team Counts 




1 Varsity, 1 JV, I Girls Varsity, 1 Girls JV,1 Bantam B, 1 PWB 




1 PWC, 
Sioux Falls – Team Counts 




1 Varsity, 1 JV, 1 Girls Varsity, 1 Girls JV, 1 Bantam B,




1 Bantam C, 1 PWB, 1 PWC, 

Watertown -  Team Counts 




1 Varsity, 1 JV, 1 Girls Varsity, 1 Girls JV,  1 Bantam B, 1 Bantam C, 




1 PWB, 
Yankton – Team Counts 




1 JV, 1 Girls JV, 1 Bantam C, 1 PWC, 1
SDAHA Past President/Northern Plaines USAHA Director report 

Dave Tronnes, SDAHA Past President/NPD District Director 

Dave Tronnes was not present at the meeting,  report is attached.  

SDAHA President report 

Tom Hitchcock, SDAHA President 

Most topics already covered,  No report given.  

OLD BUSINESS

Reconsideration of Non-League Traveling Team Fee - Sioux Falls Request

Jayson Drake President Sioux Falls, would like to see the fee changed to reflect the same fee that league teams are assessed for participation in the league.  The Sioux Falls association would like clarification as to why they must pay such a higher amount.  

Rob Kittay, Pierre, raised to question as to the intent of the $400.00 assessment.  He asked if it was to prevent or deter teams from leaving league play.   A majority responded that it was to deter teams from leaving league play.  
Sioux Falls asked if this assessment was a penalty.   One response was yes.  

A motion was made by Steve Jorgenson to leave assessment as set at $400.00, second by Ben Tronnes.  A hand vote was taken.  For - 22 votes  Against - 5.  
NEW BUSINESS 

SDAHA Player injury report form - presented by Sioux Center 

This report for is intended to track injuries at rinks to make a more proactive way to make hockey safe.  

No action was taken on implementation of forms.  

PRESIDENTS CUP 
Organizers would like to expand this tournament to 12 teams.  

For determination of what teams participate, they would like to take the top 2 teams as of March 1st.  They would also like to include 2 at large teams (the top two teams at the end of league play) 

There was a motion by Dan French that teams that intend to participate in the Presidents Cup make a verbal commitment by Jan. 1st.  Second by Duke Witte.  Motion passed.  

Spring meeting    

Meeting to be held in Huron, not date set at this time.  

Adjournment
A motion by Rob Kittay, Pierre  to adjourn, second by Steve Jorgenson, Aberdeen.  

Meeting adjourned .  

Attachments:  

Treasurers report 

Letter from Dave Tronnes 

Letter from Doug Clark 

