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Pastor Dan Poffenberger

Beautiful Christmas Eve, lit by candles in the snow.
Crunch of footsteps, steam of my breath, moon shadows all around.
Gathering noises - happy voices, greetings, sounds of organ and choir. 
Handshakes and smiles, friends and their parents; I was known and loved.

Our pastor in white robe, Christmas tree filled with stars. 
The familiar story, the characters playing their part: mother, father, angel, child. 
Mystery and truth all mixed together. Comforted my heart, made my mind race.
“Peace on Earth?” Hope. Trust. Wonder. 

Mother’s hand in mine; father’s sweet voice.
We walk home again. Just the three of us; bound together under the night sky.
God is among us, with us, in us. Emmanuel.
Christmas cookies and milk, one present to open. Smiles and hugs, then off to bed.

Others dream of Santa – I wondered about God.
Was he a child, like me, wrapped in love, with a mother and father?
God’s promise, the world’s hope – tucked in at night. 
Such a different child – this child showed the world how to be, how to love. 

Is it my turn now? To be? To love? 
I want for the gift, but there is a twist, a mystery, a truth.
Christmas is to celebrate, yet more; Christmas is to become. 
Come, child to me, that I may be you. 
 
       – D. Poffenberger
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care ministries

I love the beginning of a new year. It can 
be a time of new beginnings and a time 
of fresh hope. The new year invites me 
to a deepened spirituality of hope.

Verdan Smailovic had hope in a hopeless 
time. Verdan was the principal cellist of 
the Sarejevo Opera Theater before the 
war in Bosnia. On May 27, 1992 Verdan 
watched from his window as a long line 
of starving people waiting for bread 
were shelled. Twenty people died.

The next day the hungry people lined 
up again to beg for bread – certain they 
would die if they did not come to the 
bakery and convinced they could die 
if they did. Verdan, dressed in his tux, 
sat down in the square with his cello 
amongst the debris and despair and 
began playing. He played every day 

for 21 consecutive 
days, as a living 
reminder that hope 
is a spark that once 
struck will simply 
not be extinguished. 

Joan Chittister writes, “Hope is not 
a matter of waiting for things outside 
of us to get better. It is about getting 
better inside about what is going on 
outside. It is about becoming open to 
the God of newness.”

The spiritual task of life is to feed hope, 
to let it transform us into the self we are 
meant to become and to know that in 
whatever happens God is present.

May you, like Verdan Smailovic, feed a 
spirituality of hope this New Year.

care ministries

Make the holidays joyful times
With Pastor Kris Linner

!

A Prayer of Hope
When sorrow comes, let us accept it 
simply, as part of life. Let the heart 
be open to pain; let it be stretched 
by it. All the evidence we have says 
it is the better way. An open heart 
never grows bitter. Or if it does, it 
cannot remain so. In the desolate 
hour, there is an outcry; a clenching 
of the hands upon emptiness; a 
burning pain of bereavement; a 
weary ache of loss. But anguish, like 
ecstasy is not forever. There comes 
a gentleness, a returning quietness, a 
restoring stillness. This, too, is a door 
to life. Here, also, is a deepening of 
meaning and hope, and it can lead to 
dedication; a going forward to the 
triumph of the soul, conquering of 
the wilderness and in the process will 
come a deepening inward knowledge 
that in the final reckoning all is well.

Found in Prayers for Healing  
by A. Powell Daives

History
Lectio Divina is a form of 
sacred reading that leads to 
prayer. In the third and fourth 
centuries C.E., Christian 
communities of men and 
women living in the desert 
began this practice. Centuries 
later, lectio divina became 
popular in monasteries in both 
the Eastern and Western parts 
of the church. The purpose 
of lectio divina is spiritual 
formation. It is meant to be an 
exercise of the heart more than 
the intellect. Lectio Divina 
invites the listeners to be 
vulnerable to the movement of 
God’s spirit and to open one’s 
heart to the wisdom of God. 
The practice of lectio assumes 
that God is still speaking to us 
today, that the word of God 
is a living word, and that God 
will bless our hearts through 
the practice of meditating on 
scripture.

Process: 
1. Prepare yourself for prayer.  

Find a quiet place, light a candle, get 
comfortable, close your eyes, etc.

2. Select a passage from scripture.  
The passage should not be too long.

3. Lectio. Read the passage slowly two times 
through. Listen for a word or phrase that 
stirs you or grabs your attention. Repeat 
this word or phrase to yourself. Write the 
word or phrase or share it with a group.

4. Meditatio. Read the passage slowly again. 
Notice a feeling or image that is connected 
to the word or phrase you selected. Write 
the image or feeling down or share it with 
a group.

5. Oratio. Read the passage slowly a final 
time. Attend to the way your word or 
phrase, image or feeling connect with the 
context and situation of your life right 
now. How does it connect with what 
is happening at home, work, in your 
community, and in the world? What do 
you hear God speaking to you through 
this passage? Write down your insights or 
share them with a group.

6. Contemplatio. Close with an extended 
period of silence. Clear your mind and let 
your heart be filled with the peace and love 
of God.

Finding our way again
Ancient Practice:  
Spiritual Reading

Method: Lectio Divina
by Pastor Siri Erickson
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on purpose

By Jody Thone

Perhaps you’ve heard of the BRAVO Channel’s program, Project 
Runway, where hopeful clothing designers create themed outfits 
and models show them off as they walk down the runway in 
competition with one another. Well, Trinity’s On Purpose Ministry 
has partnered with Children’s Ministries to put a different spin on 
that one. 

Introducing God’s Project Runway, where Trinity’s students 
in grades three and four (Bible Explorers) discover 
their Learning  Strengths (Hats), 
Relationship 
Strengths (T-shirts), 
and their Activity 
Strengths (Shoes) 
and then create their 
unique designs.  

Students took to the 
runway recently, not 
in fierce individual 
competition, but 
aligned with God and 
in collaboration with 
all people to make a 
difference in the world.  
The runway was made up of 
maps of our world and the 
children walked the runway of 
life, making a difference in this 
world by using their unique 
design.

GoD’s
project 

RUNWAY

Activity Strengths include: 
Investigator, Organizer, Verbalizer, 
Creator, Collaborator, and Explorer

Learning Strengths include:  
Logical, Interpersonal, 

Body, Auditory, 
Language and Visual

Relationship Strengths 
include: Director, 
Nurturer, Truth 
Teller, Appreciator, 
Negotiator and Coach
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new members

WELCOME
Trinity’s Newest Members!

Trinity’s new member process was redesigned last year. Since 
June 2008, 16 families have begun working on their self-written 
Membership Development Covenant. Three of these families have 
recently completed their covenant and been introduced during a 
worship service. Meet them below.  

Interested in Trinity membership?
Complete information on joining Trinity can be found on Trinity’s website at www.trinitylc.org/membership. Complete a 
membership information form online or contact Julie Jolivette at ext. 108 or jjolivette@trinitylc.org with questions. 

Jock, Sandy, and Jim (15) Ruben
Jock is a spring technologist at Reell Precision and a handyman who has 
already done some minor repairs in Trinity’s kitchen.

Sandy is a learning and development consultant for Wells Fargo and 
participates in our Friday Knitting Group, Mpls. Professional Women’s 
Group, and enjoys learning in Pastor Siri’s classes.

They both enjoy being part of Trinity’s Food for Thought.

The Rubens family consists of another son and a daughter who are in 
college.

Ralph & Judy Steiner
Ralph is a retired financial planner now working on starting another company 
where he will be consulting with people transitioning their businesses. Ralph 
serves on our Gratitude Team and has done some personal On Purpose 
work – he is an ESTJ on Myers-Briggs and his strengths are input, maximizer, 
communication, achiever and deliberative.

Judy is a homemaker, mother of four and grandmother of six. Her  
Myers-Briggs is ISFP and she has been a student of birth order research.

Jon, Melissa, Andrew (8) and Abby (5) Moon
Jon is self-employed and went with other men from Trinity on the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Trip last May.

Melissa is astay-home mom and serves as leader for our  
Valley Outreach Liaison Team to the Food Shelf as well as 
participates in Hearts of the Home, WOW group, Advent Pause, 
and helps in Children’s Ministry.

Andrew and Abby are engaged in Trinity Children’s Ministry.
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serve the world

Calling all  
Trinity elves!  
Please consider signing 
up to help greet, usher or 
serve communion for our 
Christmas services! We need 
ushers and  greeters at all 
worship times:

Christmas Eve –  
1:30, 3, 4:30, 9 & 10:30 p.m. 

Christmas Day – 10 a.m.

Communion assistants 
for the last three services 
on Christmas Eve and on 
Christmas Day are also 
needed.

Sign up sheets are in the 
Commons—please plug into 
worship and help to make 
our Christmas worship 
services run smoothly and 
joyfully. 

A home for the 
holidays
If you have room at your 
table and the call in your 
heart to invite individuals 
who would otherwise 
spend their Christmas meal 
alone, Trinity’s Mutual Care 
Ministries would like to hear 
from you. Please contact 
Julie Jolivette at ext. 108, or 
at jjolivette@trinitylc.org

December Update
Blessed to be a blessing! That’s 
who we are here at Trinity and 
we demonstrated that over the 
Thanksgiving weekend with our 
contributions to the Valley Outreach 
Food Shelf. Many families who are 
in the throws of personal or financial 
crisis will find comfort and assurance 
because of Trinity’s generosity. Thank 
you for your gift of kindness and your 
willingness to share your blessings 
with others who are struggling. 
Unfortunately, the families who 
are struggling continue to need our 
support through the holidays and 
beyond. The food on the shelves at 
the food shelf disappears quickly as 
more families require help. The Valley 
Outreach Food Shelf needs your 
continuing donations of tax deductible 
monetary contributions, non-
perishable food items, and personal 
care items. Donations can be dropped 
off in the bin at Trinity or during 
business hours at Valley Outreach. 
Contact Melissa Moon at 439-7986 
or melissa.a.moon@gmail.com with 
questions.

Winter clothing continues to be in 
short supply at Dawn’s Closet as well 
as new adult and children’s underwear 
and sleepwear in all sizes. Outerwear 
for adults and children, including 
jackets, snow pants, and boots, is in 
constant demand with the cold weather 
officially upon us. Keep Dawn’s Closet 
in mind as your families outgrow last 
year’s winter wear or if you clean 
closets. All clothing for men, women, 
and children, is accepted and put to 
good use as long as it is in excellent 
or new condition. Donations may be 
dropped off at Valley Outreach during 
business hours. For information or 
questions contact Glenda Bjorum at 
439-8521 or bjorumsing@aol.com. 
Take time this Advent season to reflect 
on the blessings God has bestowed 
on you and your loved ones and take 
a little time to use those blessings to 
bless others. 

Volunteer at the Food Shelf
Thank you for your ongoing generous donations 
of time and food that support our hungry 
neighbors. Trinity is scheuled to volunteer at  
the food shelf on Jan. 19, 21 & 23 from  
9:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m. The food shelf is in need of 
five or six volunteers from Trinity at each shift.  
If you are able to volunteer one or all of these 
days please call Melissa Moon at 439-7986. 

Sourcing the Sole
Sun., Dec. 21 & Sun., Jan. 25, 1-3 p.m.
The Source and JESUS Delivers are teaming up 
to help the homeless in St. Paul. Trinity’s Source 
alternative worship service and Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church in St. Paul are distributing 
boots and winter clothing to the homeless and 
needy. The Source will host a worship service  
at Bethlehem in St. Paul each of these Sundays  
as well as coordinate volunteers to help provide 
a lunch and distribute boots and clothes. We 
need your help, please get involved! Contact 
Jason Herd at jason@sourcestillwater.com for 
more info.  

Blue Christmas Worship
Trinity Lutheran is offering a Christmas worship on Sun., Dec. 21 at  
7 p.m. for those who are feeling blue. For many people, the approaching 
Christmas holiday does not bring joy and happiness. Dealing with a death 
of a loved one, facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss of 
a job, living with a life-threatening disease or a number of other of human 
situations can make Christmas difficult. Trinity’s Blue Christmas Worship 
will offer a quiet time of scared space where people can acknowledge their 
pain while seeking hope and comfort.

If you have an ache in your heart; if you are missing a loved one; if you 
find that you are feeling down, you are invited to join others who are also 
walking on a difficult road. All are welcome to the Blue Christmas Worship. 
If you have questions about the service, please contact Pastor Kris Linner at 
ext. 107 or klinner@trinitylc.org

The Source worship team and other Trinity & Bethlehem 
volunteers hosted a lunch, worship and boot distribution to 65 
St. Paul homeless people in November. 
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gratitude

Contact the Gratitude Team directly by at email gratitudeministry@trinitylc.org  
or by leaving a message in the offering plate or in the Church Office. 

The Joy of Giving
by Therese Stoebner
Tithing or sacrificial giving means 
giving to others first – whether it’s to 
your church community or to other 
individuals or organizations. It’s making 
the conscious decision to give. And this 
decision doesn’t have to start because of 
a generous heart, but I guarantee it will 
lead to developing a generous heart! In 
my case it started as an experiment – just 
to see what would happen if I consciously 
set aside money from every paycheck to 
go to others in need. I started small, and 
as giving became a habit, I started giving 
more. At some point, giving stopped 
becoming a habit and became a value.

I have lived in both extremes financially 
– where I’m not sure where the money’s 
going to come from to eat next week and 
I’ve also been at the point where I have 
had way more than enough. Giving the 
“first fruits” when you’ve got two little 
kids and a shrinking savings account is 
really scary, but God always provided. I 
felt sometimes that money just dropped 
from the sky when I needed it most and 
expected it least. And giving the “first 
fruits” when you have extra money is just 
plain fun. It’s amazing to know that with 
one tip of your hand you can make a real 
difference in the world. It’s also amazing 
to know that all of us giving together can 
make an even bigger difference in the 
world.

It’s the practice of giving that makes you 
aware of all that you have in life – all 
of it, physical and relational. You really 
start to realize that it’s not really all about 
you and yours, but it’s about us and 
ours. I find myself thinking more and 
more about community, about creating 
a sense of unity and belonging in a 
world that can get so big. I’ve become 
more compassionate towards others 
and more passionate about justice. I’ve 
become a “sharer” in a bigger sense of the 
word – “What do I have that others can 
benefit from?” Not just money, but time, 
knowledge, talents, faith. The result is 
that my life has become overflowing with 
generosity – the more I put out, the more 
I get back. It’s become an amazing circle.

The Spirit of Gratitude 
The good life! To many this means financial prosperity, carefree living, 
lots of stuff, and plenty of R & R. Those can all be attractive in their 
own way, but there is another kind of life into which people of faith 
are invited. 
Jesus proclaims in John 10:10: “I come that they may have life, 
and have it abundantly.” We are invited to embrace “the abundant 
life” with the risen Christ. It won’t look like the “good life” of 
consumerism and leisure. It does, however, offer us the fullness of 
God’s love and grace, the hope of new beginnings, meaning and 
purpose, peace that passes all understanding, the joy of living in 
community and an opportunity to shine the light of Christ to others 
every day!

Gracious and generous God, we thank you for the abundant life 
that you offer us through Jesus. May we embrace that abundance 
and never be content with anything less. Amen.

(To subscribe to a daily God Pause devotion, as above, go to  
www.luthersem.edu/email)

H e a rt s

L I V E S

Grateful
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Practice Gratitude
Aside from praying each night about the people/things/experiences we 
are thankful for, we try to say thank you as we are going about our day. 
If we are driving in 
the car and chatting, 
we sometimes take a 
moment to say, “wow, 
we’re so lucky God 
gave us this sunny 
day!” On the flip 
side, we like to thank 
God for the cloudy 
and rainy days, too, 
I want my kids to 
know what a blessing 
that is as well, even if 
it is keeping us inside 
for the day! 

– Leah Hamilton
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Raising Boys: Parenting 
Boys Beyond Stereotypes
Thu., Dec. 18, Feb. 19,  
April 16, June 18 
7-9 p.m. – Living Room
Come join other parents of 
young boys to learn more 
about the development 
of boys, share stories and 
wisdom, and grow in your ability to 
parent your boys. Each session will be 
a group discussion based on a different 
book about raising boys. Books include 
Raising Cain, Speaking of Boys,  
The Wonder of Boys, Boys Adrift, and 
Real Boys. 

Arizona Snowbird Retreat
Feb. 23-24, Spirit in the Desert  
Retreat Center, Carefree, AZ  
www.spiritinthedesert.org
Members and friends of Trinity 
Lutheran in Stillwater, Our Savior’s 
Lutheran in Circle Pines, and 
Incarnation Lutheran in Shoreview are 
invited to come together for learning, 
fellowship and relaxation at a beautiful 
Lutheran retreat center just north of 
Phoenix, AZ. Led by Pastor Luther 
Dale. Contact Diane at ext. 141 or 
drollie@trinitylc.org with questions.

Winter adventure at 
Camp Menogyn
Thu., Feb. 5-Sun., Feb. 8 – Cost: $250
Experience God’s creation at beautiful 
Camp Menogyn on the edge of the 
BWCA in northern Minnesota. 
Activities include snowshoeing,  
cross-country skiing, hiking,  
dog-sledding, and even a sauna with a 
dip in a frozen lake. Bring a book to 
read by the fire. The food is good— 
we don’t have to cook or do dishes. 
Contacts: Gretchen Poffenberger, 
ggpoffenberger@msn.com or 
Kat Carlson, Kathy@primestaff.com

Business and 
professional women’s 
groups
Are you looking for a place to connect 
with other business and professional 
women from Trinity? Come for lunch 
and share the joys and challenges of 
living your faith in your everyday life. 

•	 Stillwater	group,	contact	Dana	
Miller at miller44@frontiernet.net

•	 St.	Paul	group,	contact	Lou	Johnson	
at LouJ@bancmidwest.com

•	 Minneapolis	group,	contact	Katie	
Beaudet at beaudetk@gmail.com

Register for all classes & events  
at www.trinitylc.org

Upcoming Concerts at Trinity

lifeMAPS
a 6-week series at the source alternative 
worship begins Dec. 14, 7 p.m.
Sometimes life can be unexpected. One 
thing we can always count on is change. 
Sometimes our lives take unexpected 
turns, or may even lead to a roadblock 
that we can’t seem to get past. How 
do we navigate through life’s difficult 
moments? Come and check out the 
source for this series.

Trinity Living Library 
items are overdue
Please return any items that have been 
checked out for more than a couple 
weeks – or stop in and renew items if 
you aren’t finished! Trinity’s Library is 
implementing a new software system 
and needs overdue items returned 
as quickly as possible to update the 
records and best serve the community. 
Thank-you for your help! Please 
contact Karen at kgieseke@trinitylc.org 
with questions.

Singles Connection
We will meet for our monthly potluck 
on Sun., Dec. 14 at 4 p.m. in the Garden 
Room. Bring your favorite game. Our 
restaurant this month is Gorman’s in 
Lake Elmo on Dec. 29. Contact  
Judy Huftel at 715-386-2698 with 
questions. Hope to see you at one or 
both events!

Special Vagabond reunion sing
Sun., Dec. 28, 9 & 10:30 a.m. worship at Trinity
All present and former Vagabonds are invited to gather on Sat., Dec. 27 at  
10 a.m. for a one-hour rehearsal at Trinity. The group will then sing at two 
worship services on Sun., Dec. 28. Contact Sonia Esch at 439-0643 or  
Carol Carver at 439-7400 (ext. 118) for more information.

Gustavus Orchestra at Trinity
Fri., Jan. 30, 7:30 p.m. – Worship Center
The Gustavus Adolphus Orchestra will perform at Trinity on Jan. 30.  
Homes are needed for approximately 30 students that evening. Please contact 
Carol Carver at ext. 118 or 430-0631 if you would be interested in hosting. 
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living your faith

Tim  
Gillis

“We are spiritual beings  
having a human experience,  
not human beings having a 
spiritual experience.” 

–Pierre de Chardin

Although I had committed to doing 
an article for Trinity Today, this article 
was not on my radar screen when I left 
the job site in Coffeyville, KS on the 
Thursday before Thanksgiving. During 
a pleasant drive from Coffeyville 
to Tulsa, OK to catch my flight to 
Minneapolis, I was relishing the idea of 
being home the week of Thanksgiving 
and sifting through choices on how 
I would spend my time. Except for a 
minor delay in getting off the ground 
in Tulsa and helping a mother who was 
traveling alone with two young girls, 
the flight was routine and uneventful. 
My taxi ride from the airport to our 
Woodbury home was filled with the 
usual anticipation of pulling into the 
driveway. I experienced the usual warm 
feeling, a little more intensity because of 
the holiday, of being home. My wife and 
I spent time catching up on 
the past week and I checked 
my e-mail for the topic of 
the Trinity Friday morning 
men’s group. No surprises; 
it had a political theme. My 
last thought of the day was 
life is good. I felt grateful and 
blessed as we turned out the 
lights and fell asleep. 

At Friday morning men’s group, the 
question for the group was, “Who 
in your life, past or present, are you 
thankful for and why?” Not unusual 
for the group to have an opening 
question. I used to be bothered by 
being “off-topic.” Now, the surprises 
and spontaneity that these “off-topic” 
questions bring to our discussions is 
part of what keeps me coming back. As 
I reflected on the question, I discovered 
a theme. Every time I was self-aware 
that I was heading down a wrong path 
in life, a person or persons of faith 
stepped into my life and helped me get 

back on track. I gave my answer and on 
reflection realized that another answer 
would have also been true. The Trinity 
men’s group had provided me insights 
and support for all major life decisions 
I faced since joining the group. Life is 
good. I feel grateful and blessed that 
these men are part of my life. 

On Sunday, at brunch with my wife 
and a group of people we had met 
at Trinity’s Cultivating Spiritual 
Leadership Retreat, I was drawn into 
a conversation with two business 
men. We met at a Trinity On Purpose 
group. Over the course of the last few 
years, we had tapped into each others’ 
strengths to overcome the barriers of 
starting and growing our businesses. 
Today, we had a mutual problem and 
decided to again draw on each others’ 
strengths to find a solution. We met 
at the Daily Grind first thing Monday 
morning. As we have come to expect, 
we had at least one significant “Ah-ha” 
that may lead one or more of us to new 
heights in our business ventures. Life is 
good. Again, I feel grateful and blessed 

to count these men in my 
circle of Trinity friends.

After Monday morning’ s 
meeting, I returned to my 
home office. There was an 
e-mail from a member of the 
pastoral staff on scheduling 
a meeting on Wednesday. I 
had requested the meeting 
to discuss a spiritually 

challenging matter. I developed the 
trusting relationship I need to have 
this type of discussion at a Trinity 
men’s group. Yet again, I feel grateful 
and blessed for the Trinity people 
that journey with me in spiritually- 
challenging circumstances.

When I turned to the rest of my 
schedule for the week, I noticed there 
was also a Tuesday morning meeting 
with another Trinity staff member. I 
remembered meeting this staff member 
for the first time. At that time, for 
me, she was the face of Trinity. I 
remembered my first impression; this 

is a welcoming church that is more 
interested in accepting and helping me 
in my present life roles than in finding 
ways that I can help them carry out 
traditional church roles. In the ensuing 
months, the staff reinforced this first 
impression with a continued interest 
in helping me discover my unique 
strengths. They introduced me to 
people that I could journey with and 
coached me on applying my strengths 
in the life roles I was already pursuing. 
Tuesday’s meeting was a continuation of 
the coaching I have received on showing 
up and offering my best in the roles 
I choose to play. It seemed like every 
direction I turned there was a Trinity 
connection that I was grateful for and 
blessed by.

A further look at my calendar showed 
a social event with a group of people I 
have met at Trinity. Made me wonder 
where the gratefulness and blessings of 
Trinity connections will end.

Trinity connections have played a 
significant part in helping me be more 
effective in roles I choose to play in 
life. From small groups to men’s group, 
from Cultivating Spiritual Leadership 
to Bible study, from individual coaching 
to worship, I have found a church 
community that makes it a priority 
to help me on my journey to become 
the best person I can be. It’s a church 
community that doesn’t ask for more, 
but when I discover I can do more is 
there to support me.

Oh, there is one other Trinity 
connection. Deborah, my wife, is a 
cherished friend, true love and fellow 
traveler in this amazing spiritual 
journey. She introduced me to Trinity 
when we were dating.   

Trinity Connections –
Grateful & Blessed

My last 
thought 
of the day 
was life is 
good.
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t eh

The River is a place where sr. high 
students – like you – can come and 
be a part of what God is doing at 
Trinity. The River is an opportunity 
for you to get and stay connected 
with friends and God! Come and 
worship through awesome music, 
learn and experience more about 
who Jesus is and have fun with 
friends. The River meets at  
7 p.m., Wednesdays in the  
Garden Room. See you there!  
For more information contact  
Cory Jones at 439-7400, ext. 144  
or cljones@trinitylc.org.  
Remember to look for and join the 
River group on Facebook.com

Mexico Mission 2009
Next Meeting: Sun., Jan. 4, noon -1:30 p.m. – Garden Room
Mexico Mission 2009 is starting to hit full stride! Please pray for the student and 
adult missionaries as they prepare for the trip. You will soon begin to see students 
at church in their bright yellow Mexico Mission 2009 t-shirts looking for people 
willing to sponsor them so that they can “Do Work! For Jesus” Col. 3:17 (this 
year’s theme) in the Yucatan. Your $200 commitment money & $400 sponsorship 
money is due at this meeting.

J-Term family nights
Jan. 14, 21 & 28, 7-8 p.m. 
(No Confirmation Jan. 7)
During January, all Confirmation 
students grades 7-9 attend with a 
parent from 7-8 p.m. in the  
Worship Center. Families will hear 
from national speakers Pam Stenzel, 
Tiger Mcluen and T.J. Anderson. It 
will be a wonderful time of family 
interaction around faith and relevant 
topics to families with teenagers.

Jr. high ski trip
Jan. 16-18
Save the date to travel to Spirit Mountain in Duluth, MN to hit the slopes 
and shred the terrain park! The trip is going to be awesome this year so 
bring your friends! In addition to skiing and boarding, we’ll enjoy fun games 
and worship! Contact Cory at ext. 144 or cljones@trinitylc.org for more 
information.

PAM STENZEL comes to Trinity!
Wed., Jan. 21, 7 p.m. – Worship Center
International speaker Pam Stenzel tackles today’s tough issues of sex with 
candor, insight, humor, and the challenge for young people to get the abstinence 
advantage. Pam has traveled worldwide, speaking in person to over 500,000 
young people each year about issues of sexuality and the importance of 
abstinence. Her videos are viewed by millions worldwide. All confirmation 
families are asked to attend as part of their confirmation commitment and all 
other families at Trinity with junior high, senior high or college-age children are 
encouraged to attend. This event is free.
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Jr. high Yule Bash
Dec. 19, 7-11 p.m. – Garden Room
Who doesn’t like an awesome 
party? Well, this one is going to be 
extremely awesome! Join us for a 
night of crazy Christmas carnival 
games, tasty treats and non-stop 
fun with your friends! The  
Yule Bash is going to be a sweet 
party you won’t want to  
miss out on. Bring all  
your friends!



children’s ministries LADC Early Childhood  
program coming soon
Trinity has entered into a partnership 
with Lake Area Discovery Center 
(LADC) for the school year 2009-10. 
LADC is a Christian-based Early 
Childhood program for children 
ages two to five. LADC will offer 
the same class options at Trinity that 
are available at four other LADC 
locations. Trinity’s LADC will also be 
providing an extended care program 
for those needing childcare options 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Trinity will 
continue their existing early childhood 
programs, Little Tots and Polka Dots 
(our one- and two-year-old program) 
and Hearts of the Home.

LADC’s Early Childhood program 
is designed to be financially self-
sufficient. When fully operational, 
the program will provide income to 
Trinity. Trinity and LADC share any 
capital improvement costs related to 
the program. LADC provides the 
staffing and curriculum, with input 
from Trinity’s Children’s ministry 
staff. All staffing costs for the program 
are the responsibility of LADC. 
LADC hires licensed 4-year degreed 
certified teachers for their program. 

LADC’s Trinity Site Director is 
Brittany Schock. Brittany has been 
the lead teacher for Kinderstart at 
Our Savior’s LADC program for the 
past three years. Brittany graduated 
from Northwestern College with 
Elementary Ed/Pre-Primary and Bible 
Studies degrees. Brittany’s assistant 
will be Tammie Christian.

We are excited about this wonderful 
new opportunity for new ministry 
here at Trinity for families and the 
Stillwater community. Current LADC 
and Trinity families will receive 
priority registration placement for 
the upcoming school year. Program-
wide registration will begin on 
December 17. Further details about 
the program and how to register 
will be made available shortly. If 
you have any specific questions, you 
may contact Rebecca Christiansen, 
Early Childhood Ministry Director 
at Trinity, via her e-mail address: 
rchristiansen@trinitylc.org or by 
calling her at Trinity.

Christmas Eve  
family choir
Wed., Dec. 24, 3 p.m. 
(warm-up at 2:30 p.m. in the  
Garden Room, prior to worship)
Join this choir opportunity for people 
ages birth to 100! A special family choir, 
composed of people like you, will lead 
and assist in worship on Christmas Eve. 
A special music selection: “God, You 
Are With Us,” written by Trinity’s Phil 
Kadidlo, will be sung. Choir participants 
are encouraged to become familiar 
with the song prior to rehearsal. The 
special selection, “God, You Are With 
Us,” is available to hear on Trinity’s 
website or CD copies can be obtained 
at Trinity upon request. Printed copies 
of the music can be picked up in the 
Children’s Ministry office. Rehearsals 
are 30 minutes. Dates and times are:
•	 Wed.,	Dec.	17,	5:30	p.m.	(during	the	

family dinner hour)
•	 Sat.,	Dec.	20,	9:30	a.m.	
•	 Sun.,	Dec.	21,	11:35	a.m. 
You are invited to attend one or all 
rehearsals. Please indicate which 
rehearsal(s) you think you will attend, 
when you register for the Special 
Family Choir. Please register for the 
Special Family Choir by Sun., Dec. 14 
by contacting Laura at ext. 112 or  
lfredericks@trinitylc.org.

Middler MerryMaking 
Mayhem
Fri., Dec. 19, 4-6 p.m. – Trinity Gym
$5 donation/student
Are you a Middler? You are if you  
are in grades 3-6! And have we got  
fun for you! If you like big, bouncy 
games, Christmas carnival craziness, 
cookies with crumbling good taste  
and loads of fun, come join in the 
Middler MerryMaking Mayhem!  
Bring your friends for mega  
merry-making! RSVP to Laura at 
lfredericks@trinitylc.org or ext. 112.

The Amazing Nicholas!
Wed., Jan. 7, 6 p.m. – Worship Center
5:30 p.m. family pizza dinner
Be prepared to explore the  
imagination!
In his first ever appearance at 
Trinity, Nicholas 
Lande, magician 
extraordinaire, will 
astound you 
with tricks, 
surprise your 
senses and 
astonish you 
with a world 
of awe! Come 
one, come all to an event sure to WOW 
you! Bring your friends and family for 
a night of delightful entertainment! 
Contact Karen at kgieseke@trinitylc.org 
with questions.

Over 100 shoeboxes  
filled with love
Trinity children and families shared 
in the power of a Simple Gift. More 
than 100 shoeboxes filled with toys, 
school supplies, hygiene items, candy 
and more were given by Trinity 
children and their families to Operation 
Christmas Child during the month of 
November. For millions of children, 
Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes 
are expressions of God’s love and 
presence. Trinity’s children from ages 
two through grade six, reached out 
across the world in partnership with 
this mission opportunity. Thank-you to 
all who shared in this great expression 
of God’s love.

A special event for you...

Children’s  
December 

mission  
project
For the month of 
December, children 

ages three through grade two will be 
collecting hats, scarves, mittens and socks 
and decorating Christmas trees located 
outside their classrooms with them. 
At the end of December, all the items 
collected will be given to those in need.  
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Sunday van schedule
Trinity’s van is available during the 
Sunday 9 a.m. worship service. A 
van ride is available for members 
or non-members lacking other 
means of transportation. Please 
call the Church Office (439-7400) 
between 9 a.m. Wed. and 4 p.m. 
Thu. to reserve your seat each week. 
Estimated pick-up times at senior 
residences for Sept. 7-May 17 are: 
8:15 a.m. – Boutwells Landing 
8:25 a.m. – Raymie Johnson 
8:35 a.m. – Croixdale 
8:40 a.m. – Oakridge 
8:45 a.m. – Rivertown Commons 

Publication	Number:	USPS	509-650
Published once per month by  
Trinity Lutheran Church
115 N. 4th St., Box 339, Stillwater, MN 55082
Editor: Mary Steffl
Design & Layout: Amy Shalles
Articles for the next Trinity Today 
(Feb. issue ), are due Fri., Jan. 2 to begin arriving 
in mailboxes January 16. 
Office: 651-439-7400; Fax: 651-430-2935  
E-mail: trinitytoday@trinitylc.org  
Web	Site: www.trinitylc.org 
Trinity Today is also available in full-color for 
download at Trinity’s web site. 
Postmaster: Send address changes to  
Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 339,  
Stillwater, MN 55082.

worship opportunities
 • Wednesdays,	7	p.m.:	The River (Grades 9-12 youth worship)
 • Saturdays,	5	p.m.: Evening Worship, Communion
	 • Sundays, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship, Communion, Nursery 
 • Sundays, 10:30 a.m.: The Walk, Communion, Nursery
 • Sundays, 7 p.m.: the.source Alternative Worship

Baptisms
• Olivia Lauren Hovland, daughter of 

Bradley & Jennifer Hovland
• Sienna Ann Clark, daughter of  

Jason & Amy Clark
• Marit	Evelyn	Wolden, daughter of  

Derek & Staci Wolden
• Jordan	Matthew	Wold, son of  

Matthew & Roxane Wold 
• Jessica	Makayla	Wold, daughter of 

Matthew & Roxane Wold 
• Cloe Clare Smith, daughter of  

Shawn Smith & Rachel Wold D’Incau
• Michael Raymond Kennedy, Jr.,  

son of Michael & Angela Kennedy
• Audrey Renee Funk, daughter of  

Justin & Danielle Funk
• Marlee Marie Lane, daughter of 

Joshua & Loriann Lane
• Cole	William	Klemenhagen, son of 

Brian & Melissa Klemenhagen
• Madilyn Marie Tierney, daughter of 

Scott & Patricia Tierney

Altar Flowers
• Dec. 13 & 14: In memory of  

Dorothy Valsvik given by her  
grandchildren, Amanda & Davis

• Dec. 20 & 21: In memory of  
Warrant	Officer	Jerry	McGarry  
given by the McGarry family.

• Dec. 20 & 21:  In memory of  
Michael Felsch, given by the  
Felsch families

• Dec. 27 & 28: In honor of God’s gift 
of Jesus

Congratulations to...
• Nathan, Megan, & brother Max 

Rucker on the birth of Madison

Sympathy to...
• The family and friends of Ann Marie 

Morrissette who passed away 

Thank you
I want to thank Pastor Kris, the  
Prayer Group, my small group, my 
circle and wonderful friends for all the 
prayers, visits, love and concern that I 
have received since I have been ill. I hope 
to be out and about soon. “Nothing 
is impossible with God.” Prayer does 
change things. Again, thank you so 
much.  – Bette Tuenge

trinity transportation

trinity.today.

worship attendance
Nov.	22	&	23
 5 p.m. ..........400
 9 a.m. ..........324
 10:30 a.m. ...366

Dec.	6	&	7
 5 p.m. ......... 148
 9 a.m. ..........386
 10:30 a.m. ...238

Nov.	29	&	30
 5 p.m. ..........140
 9 a.m. ..........321
 10:30 a.m. ...257

Nov.	15	&	16
 5 p.m. ..........122
 9 a.m. ..........305
 10:30 a.m. ...386

Sat., Dec. 13
  Advent Pause Week   
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Libr. 
 5 p.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION 
Sun., Dec. 14 – 3rd Sunday in Advent
  9 a.m. Two-by-Two: Rm 110 
 9 a.m. Sunday Learning (3 yrs-Gr 2)  
 9 a.m.  Bible Explrs: Garden Rm 
 9 a.m.  Club 56: Luther Hall 
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION,   
  NURSERY  
 10:30 a.m.  Bible Explrs: Luther Hall 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION,   
  NURSERY   
 10:30 a.m.  Sunday Learning  
 4 p.m.  Singles Potluck: Garden Room
 7 p.m.  the.source Worship: Youth Cntr 
Mon., Dec. 15
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 9 a.m.  Men’s Leadership: Commons 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. B-ball (Gr K-2): Gym 
 6:30 p.m.  Valley Chamber Rehearsal:  
  Worship Cntr 
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Gym, Luther Hall 
 6:30 p.m.  Congr. Council Mtg:  
  Office Conf. Rm 
 7 p.m.  Mon. Bible Study: Living Lib. 
Tue., Dec. 16
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 9 a.m.  Little Tots: Rms 104, 106 
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group: Office Conf. Rm 
 6 p.m.  the.source Workshop: Youth Cntr 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. B-ball: Gym 
 7 p.m.  WALK Rehearsal: Worship Cntr 
Wed., Dec. 17
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 9 a.m.  Hearts of Home Moms  
  Christmas Event: Garden Rm 
 9 a.m.  Pilates: Narthex 
 9 a.m.  Bible Study: Living Rm 
 9:15 a.m.  Heart of the Home Moms 
 4:15 p.m.  Elem. Bell Choir: Choir Rm 
 5 p.m.  Joyful Noise Choir: Choir Rm 
 5 p.m.  Allelulia Choir: Worship Cntr 
 5:30 p.m.  Family Pizza Hour: Gym 
 6 p.m.  Club 56: Luther Hall 
 6 p.m.  Wednesday Learning 
 6 p.m.  Marriage Grp: Office Conf. Rm 
 6 p.m.  Conf. Ldrs (Gr 7-8): Narthex 
 6 p.m.  Bible Explrs: Gym, Youth Cntr 
 6:30 p.m.  Confirmation (Gr 7-8) 
 6:30 p.m.  Jubilate Bells (Adult): Heritage 
 6:30 p.m.  Conf. Ldrs (Gr 9): Rm 108A-B 
 7 p.m.  Confirmation (Gr 9) 
 7 p.m.  Temple Choir Rehrsal: Choir Rm 
 7 p.m.  the River Worship: Garden Rm 
Thur., Dec. 18
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 9 a.m.  Little Tots: Rms 104, 106 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. B-ball: Gym 
 7 p.m.  Raising Boys: Living Rm 
 8 p.m.  SPCO Concert: Worship Cntr 



Interested in Trinity membership?
Complete information on joining Trinity can be 
found on Trinity’s website at www.trinitylc.org/
membership. Complete a membership information 
form online or contact JulieJolivette at ext .108 or 
jjolivette@trinitylc.org with questions. 
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december 13 – january 16 calendar
Fri., Dec. 19
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 9:30 a.m.  Linden Sr. Communion  
 1:15 p.m.  Rivertown Sr. Comm.   
 4 p.m.  Middler Mayhem: Gym 
 7 p.m.  Jr. High Yule Bash:  
  Garden Rm 
Sat., Dec. 20
 8 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Libr. 
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION  
Sun., Dec. 21
  4th Sunday in Advent 
 9 a.m.  Marriage Group: Rm 108B 
 9 a.m.  Bible Explrs: Garden Rm 
 9 a.m.  Club 56: Luther Hall 
 9 a.m.  Sunday Learning  
 9 a.m.  Two-by-Two: Rm 110 
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION,  
  NURSERY 
 9 a.m.  Marriage Grp: Living Rm 
 10:30 a.m.  Marriage Grp: Rm 108A,  
  Rm 108B, Lib. Conf. Rm 
 10:30 a.m.  Bible Explrs: Luther Hall 
 10:30 a.m.  Sunday Learning  
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION,  
  NURSERY  
 7 p.m.  Blue Christmas Worship:  
  Worship Cntr 
 7 p.m.  the.source Worship:  
  Youth Cntr 
Mon., Dec. 22
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. B-ball (Gr K-2): 
  Gym 
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Luther Hall  
Tue., Dec. 23
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group:  
  Office Conf. Rm 
 7 p.m.  WALK Rehearsal:  
  Worship Cntr 
 7:30 p.m.  Rose Ensemble Concert:  
  Worship Cntr 
Wed., Dec. 24
   Christmas Eve  
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 1:30 p.m.  WORSHIP, NURSERY 
 2:30 p.m.  Family Choir: Garden Rm 
 3 p.m.  WORSHIP, NURSERY  
 4:30 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION,  
  NURSERY 
 9 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION 
 10:30 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION 
Thur., Dec. 25
   Christmas Day 
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 10 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION 
Fri., Dec. 26
  Office/Building Closed 
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
Sat., Dec. 27
 8 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Libr. 
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION 
 5 p.m.  Singles Connection  
  Worship/Restaurant 

Sun., Dec. 28
   No Sunday Learning   
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION,  
  NURSERY  
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION,  
  NURSERY   
 7 p.m.  the.source Worship:  
  Youth Cntr 
Mon., Dec. 29
   Winter Break-No School 
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Luther Hall 
 Tue., Dec. 30
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group: 
  Office Conf. Rm 
 7 p.m.  WALK Rehearsal:  
  Worship Cntr 
Wed., Dec. 31
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
   No River Worship
  No Children’s Choirs
  No Wed. learning  
Thur., Jan. 1, 2009
   New Year’s Day
  Office/Building Closed  
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib.    
Fri., Jan. 2
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 6 p.m.  Wedding Rehearsal- 
  Semrud/Willis: 
  Worship Cntr 
Sat., Jan. 3
 8 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Libr. 
 3 p.m.  Wedding-Semrud/Willis:  
  Worship Cntr 
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION 
Sun., Jan. 4
   No Sunday Learning  
 9 a.m.  Marriage Group: Rm 108B 
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION,  
  NURSERY
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION,  
  NURSERY 
 12 p.m.  Mexico Mission Mtg:  
  Garden Rm 
 7 p.m.  the.source Worship:  
  Youth Cntr 
Mon., Jan. 5
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. B-ball (Gr K-2): 
   Gym 
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Luther Hall 
 7 p.m.  Mon. Bible Study:  
  Living Lib. 
Tue., Jan. 6
 7 a.m.  Gratitude Ministries Mtg:  
  Office Conf. Rm 
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 8:30 a.m.  Tue. Bible Study:  
  Living Rm 
 9 a.m.  Little Tots: Rms 104, 106 
 1 p.m.  Martha Circle: Living Rm 
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group:  
  Office Conf. Rm 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. B-ball: Gym 
 7 p.m.  WALK Rehearsal:  
  Worship Cntr 

Wed., Jan. 7
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 9 a.m.  Pilates: Narthex 
 9:15 a.m.  Heart of the Home Moms  
 4:15 p.m.  Elem. Bell Choir: Choir Rm 
 5 p.m.  Allelulia Choir:  
  Worship Cntr 
 5 p.m.  Joyful Noise Choir:  
  Choir Rm 
 5:30 p.m.  Family Pizza Hour: Gym 
 6 p.m.  Wednesday Learning 
 6 p.m.  Family Fun Event:  
  Worship Cntr 
 6 p.m.  Bible Explrs:  
  Gym, Youth Cntr 
 6 p.m.  Club 56: Luther Hall 
 6 p.m.  Conf. Leader Training:  
  Luther Hall, Narthex,  
  Worship Cntr 
 6:30 p.m.  Jubilate Bells (Adult)  
  Rehrsal: Heritage Chapel 
 7 p.m.  the River Worship: 
   Garden Rm 
 7 p.m.  Temple Choir Rehearsal:  
  Choir Rm, Worship Cntr 
Thur., Jan. 8
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 9 a.m.  Little Tots: Rms 104, 106 
 4:30 p.m.  Loaves & Fishes   
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. B-ball : Gym 
 7 p.m.  Dorcas Circle:  
  Home of Darlene Parent 
Fri., Jan. 9
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 12 p.m.  Mpls. Professional  
  Women’s Lunch   
Sat., Jan. 10
 8 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Libr. 
 9 a.m. Circles’ Special Event:  
  Garden Rm 
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION
Sun., Jan. 11
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION,  
  NURSERY 
 9 a.m.  Sunday Learning (3 yrs-Gr 2)  
 9 a.m.  Two-by-Two: Rm 110 
 9 a.m.  Club 56: Luther Hall 
 9 a.m.  Bible Explrs: Garden Rm 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION,  
  NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m.  Sunday Learning  
 10:30 a.m.  Bible Explrs: Luther Hall  
 7 p.m.  the.source Worship:  
  Youth Cntr 

Mon., Jan. 12
 6 p.m.  ROCK B-ball (Gr K-2): 
  Gym 
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Luther Hall 
 7 p.m.  Bible Study: Living Lib. 
Tue., Jan. 13
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 8:30 a.m.  Bible Study: Living Rm 
 9 a.m.  Croixdale Sr. Communion 
 9 a.m.  Retired Men’s Group:  
  Garden Rm 
 9 a.m.  Little Tots: Rms 104, 106 
 9:45 a.m.  Good Samaritan Sr.  
  Communion  
 10:30 a.m. Greeley Sr. Communion 
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group:  
  Office Conf. Rm 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. B-ball : Gym 
 7 p.m.  WALK Rehearsal:  
  Worship Cntr 
Wed., Jan. 14
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 9 a.m.  Pilates: Narthex 
 4:15 p.m.  Elem. Bell Choir:  
  Choir Rm 
 5 p.m.  Joyful Noise Choir:  
  Choir Rm 
 5 p.m.  Allelulia Choir:  
  Worship Cntr 
 5:30 p.m.  Family Pizza Hour: Gym 
 6 p.m.  Bible Explrs:  
  Gym, Youth Cntr 
 6 p.m.  Club 56: Luther Hall 
 6 p.m.  Wednesday Learning 
 6:30 p.m.  Jubilate Bells (Adult)  
  Rehrsal: Heritage Chapel 
 7 p.m.  J-Term Confirmation:  
  Worship Cntr 
 7 p.m.  the River Worship:  
  Garden Rm 
 7 p.m.  Temple Choir Rehearsal:  
  Choir Rm, Worship Cntr 
Thur., Jan. 15
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 9 a.m.  Little Tots: Rms 104, 106 
 12 p.m. Hilltoppers: Garden Rm
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. B-ball : Gym 
 7 p.m.  Raising Boys: Living Rm 
Fri., Jan. 16
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Lib. 
 9:30 a.m.  Linden Sr. Communion  
 1:15 p.m.  Rivertown Sr. Comm.
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We are in the final month of 2008.
All of us are busy with the season, so let’s 
take	one	thing	off	your	“to-do”	list.	
If you have not yet made your 
financial commitment to 
Trinity’s	ministry	in	2009,	

In these challenging times, it is even more vital for all of us who are aligned with Trinity’s mission to 
support it with our financial commitments – then	we	can	plan	for	our	2009	ministries.		

The goal this year is  
100% participation  
in financial commitments –  
here is where we are. 

•	 471	families	have made financial commitments of over $1,275,815.

•	 86	families	that made financial commitments last year have not yet 
turned	in	a	2009	commitment.

•	 If	these	all	came	in,	that would be 560 commitments for 2009 –  
a	22%	increase	from	2008.

•	There	are	still	over	400	families	we	have	not	yet	heard	from	
–	make	sure	you	turn	in	a	2009	financial	commitment	form.

Some facts about our 
2009	pledges:

22%	are	new	for	2009	–	Thank you!
27%	grew	their	financial	commitments	
over	2008	–	Thank you!
Almost 1/3 make their financial 
contributions by automatic giving – 
helping Trinity save thousands of dollars in 
short-term loans in the summer –  
Thank you!

Let’s	all	do	our	best	in	2009! 
Start by making your financial 
commitment	today!

H e a rt s

L I V E S

Grateful
Trinity community: 

do it 
today!

THANK YOU!
if you have already made your  

2009 financial commitment


