
By JAN WILLMS
The fate of the Howe School

site remains unknown as commu-
nity residents gather for yet anoth-
er meeting to consider options for
the property at 3733 43rd Ave. S.
The Sanford Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation is hosting a meeting as the
Messenger goes to press for explor-
ing the possibility of transforming
the Howe closed school site into
athletic fields for use by the San-
ford Middle School and the com-
munity. 

According to Steve Liss, chief
operating officer of Minneapolis
Public Schools (MPS), none of the
five proposals for development
presented to the district were ac-
cepted.

“At the same time, the MPS
administration has been giving se-
rious consideration to the idea of
transforming the Howe site into
athletic fields for Sanford Middle
School,” Liss said. 

He said the proposal made by
board member Carla Bates at the
last community meeting at the Hi-
awatha School was generated by
Sanford as a need they have. 

“Sanford doesn’t have as
many recreational facilities as
other middle schools,” Liss said. 

“The school has two small
gyms and no easy access to fields.
They suggested it, and she thinks
it’s a good idea. We in the admin-
istration think it’s worthy of study
and analysis.”

“Our primary mission,” Liss
continued, “is to serve kids in the
Minneapolis Public Schools.”

He said the Sanford student
population has grown 50 per cent
this year. Liss said designated
fields at Howe could be used for
physical education classes during
the day, supplementing the exist-
ing gym space. They could also be
used during recess to supplement
the school’s small outside play
area. 

“Sanford also has a large be-
fore-and after-school program,
which could be expanded to pro-
vide more activity time if adequate
facilities were available,” Liss said.

He added that the Howe site
could be used for neighborhood
leagues that had had difficulty
gaining access to busy nearby
parks. Liss said this proposal
would retain green space and pro-
vide an opportunity for the district
to partner with community organ-
izations. 

“In addition,” Liss said, “MPS
would be retaining the property,
which could be used as a new
school site if needed.”

Liss said the school district
had a strategic facilities plan for
closed properties. 

“We had 12 vacant school
sites and proposed users for each
of those properties,” he noted.
One of the proposals offered at

the last community meeting on
the Howe site was from Nova, a
charter school currently located in
St. Paul that wanted to buy both
the Howe and Cooper school
properties. He said the plan for
Howe did not include charter
schools. 

“We have a whole mix in our
portfolio,” Liss said. “We’re not
selling all the properties, if there
are other feasible uses. We thought
there were for Howe School.”

He said United Properties had
planned to put senior housing on
the site, and there had been a lot
of excitement generated around
that proposal. 

“Unfortunately, the financing
didn’t work,” he said. 

“The community wanted to
keep the building on that site,
which is very expensive to do,”
Liss said. 

Turning the site into athletic
fields would require the demoli-
tion of the school, which was built
in 1927. 

“We need permission from
the Historic Preservation Commit-
tee and the City Council,” Liss
said. “We would have to make our
case to them.”

Regarding the historic aspects
of the Howe school, Sarah Nassif,
who worked on the Howe Reuse
Task Force from June 2008 until
August 2009, said the school is an
historic presence in the neighbor-
hood.

“The school is in a pristine
state, in my opinion,” she said. “It
has some pretty cool stone hand-
work and fancy brickwork.” She
said it provides an example of
how schools used to be.

“There’s a little tiny doorway,
one foot square, stage right in a lit-
tle mini stage,” Nassif said. “This
was a whispering door, which the
teacher used to whisper forgotten
lines to kids who were perform-
ing.”

Nassif, who lives a half block
from the school site, said she was
working on her home when she

discovered some homework from
1932 from the Howe School. 

“Part of the reason I bought
my house is that the school was so
close by,” she said. “All these
closed schools across the city do
affect the neighborhoods.” Nassif
said a better process needs to be
developed for determining what
to do with these vacated proper-
ties.

“I know it’s a challenge to up-
date buildings in neighborhoods,
but it’s worth the effort to keep
them in the community,” she
noted.

She said it is not just the his-
toric issue, but a lot of factors that
are affected by losing the Howe
School building.

“The location is just a block
away from the business node at
38th St. and 42nd Ave.,” Nassif
said. “Having a building with peo-
ple in it will have an impact eco-
nomically, as well as environmen-
tally.”

In 2005, when the Howe
School was closed, a Minneapolis
Public Schools Historic Context
Study was completed. This study
concluded that the public schools
constructed between 1849 and
1962 reflected the growth and de-
velopment of the city’s public edu-
cation system, and are evidence of
some of the best of national plan-
ning and design principles.

As an example of this period
of architecture, the Howe School
had a school library incorporated
into a corner of the building. All
rooms received direct sunlight for
part of the day. 

“One of the mandates for
Howe was to have natural light,”
Nassif said.

The results of the Howe Reuse
Task Force recommended that the
Minneapolis School Board incor-
porate reuse of the exiting Howe
School building. Three options
recommended were an artist reuse,
a senior housing reuse and an ed-
ucational reuse. The Task Force
strongly urged the building not be
demolished, and retain some or
all of the green space.

“People have different con-
cepts of what should happen,”
Nassif said. “But this building was
built to be a school, and that is the
best reuse of it. We’ll be living
with this long-term. Let’s step care-
fully and listen to each other. We
need to give adequate considera-
tion to all possibilities.”

Liss said that the Jan. 25
meeting is an opportunity for
community members to come for-
ward. MPS will be making a rec-
ommendation to the superintend-
ent, who will make a recommen-
dation to the school board. A deci-
sion on a Howe school site pro-
posal could be determined at the
February or March meeting.
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“The community wanted to keep the building on
that site, which is very expensive to do.”

- Steve Liss, Minneapolis Public Schools
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By JAN WILLMS
The snow was crisp and even

and the temperature frigid as
Justin Kaufenberg stood on the
edge of Lake Nokomis on a recent
Sunday. The icy cold would drive
most people indoors to seek the
comfort of a roaring fireplace, but
for Kaufenberg the weather was
perfect. 

Within two weeks, the lake
would be filled with skaters, as
the U.S. Pond Hockey Champi-
onships (USPHC) took place Jan.
21-23, and the noise of up to
30,000 spectators would break the
silence of the hushed winter land-
scape.

Twenty-two rinks were built
on 80 acres of ice, and 300 teams
representing the United States, the
United Kingdom, Canada and
Germany participated in the 6th
annual event.  

“It’s hockey the way it was
meant to be played, outdoors,”
said Kaufenberg, who became co-
owner of the USPHC last August.
He shares a vision with Fred
Haberman, who founded the
USPHC in 2005.  Haberman grew
up skating the outdoor ponds and
decided that others should have
that opportunity also. He started
USPHC, and it has grown globally
since then.

Kaufenberg and his business
partner, Carson Kipfer, both lived

for hockey as they grew up and
developed a business around the
sport, TST Media, a software com-
pany in northeast Minneapolis
that caters to the needs of hockey
organizations.  This year’s tourna-

ment is the first under the stew-
ardship of Kaufenberg, Kipfer and
their TST media staff.

Enjoying the cold tempera-
tures, Kaufenberg said this Janu-
ary is providing perfect weather
for the USPHC event.  “It can be

five below to 30 above for the
event,” he said. “We can play in
the cold and the wind. We don’t
want it above freezing, and we
don’t want it to rain.”

Preparing for the annual
championships is a year-long task,
according to Kaufenberg. But the
main work of preparing Lake
Nokomis takes about two weeks.
Munson and Sons starts by clear-
ing the entire surface of the lake
that will be used for the event. 

“We map out the entire over-
head rink and set up 22 rinks,”
Kaufenberg said. The workers use
specific pond hockey boards
made by Nice Rink to set up
around the rinks. “Unlike the
three-foot traditional boards,
these are two feet tall plastic ones
that form the borders of the
rinks,” Kaufenberg added. “Once
they are set up, we use an ice
auger to drill holes in the lake.
We submerge fire hose and water
pumps, and we use those pumps
to spray water on all the rinks to
give a perfectly smooth ice sur-
face. Then the teams are ready to
play.”

Kaufenberg said that each
night of the event, the crew has to
flood the area all night long to
get ready for the next day’s games.
A huge warming tent is set up to
provide some shelter for specta-
tors seeking some respite from
the cold.

The competition during the
tournament is divided into
groups: open, 40 +, 50+, women’s
and rink rats. “The open is the
most competitive,” Kaufenberg
explained. “That’s for any age,
and you have a lot of former
competitors and Olympians in
that group. The rink rat division
is for recreational players.”

He said the teams play for
pride, with the winners’ names
etched forever on a golden shov-
el. The golden shovel is the sym-
bol of the USPHC. “It’s our repre-
sentation of purity,” Kaufenberg
related. “A shovel is the only
thing a player needs to turn a lake
into a rink.”

This year, on the Thursday
before the opening of the tourna-
ment, a youth event was held
available to Minneapolis youth
hockey players free of charge.
They could play pickup hockey
under the lights.

“Our traditional events are
from morning until sunset,”
Kaufenberg said. “We also offer
boot hockey at night. The same
rules, but teams play in boots in-
stead of skates. It’s fun and co-
ed.”

He said pond hockey has
players in their 70s who grew up
playing hockey on the outdoor
ponds in their neighborhoods. 

Continued on page 7

Pond Hockey tournament invades Lake Nokomis
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Whiskey Bandits vs. Wright Homes Almost 40. Whiskey Bandits defeated
Wright Homes in a sudden death overtime 8-7. Twenty-two rinks were
built on 80 acres of ice on Lake Nokomis, and 300 teams representing the
United States, the United Kingdom, Canada and Germany participated in
the 6th annual event.
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schools that have been successful
over the past decade, schools that
have performed highly and have
good track records. Minneapolis
College Prep and Minnesota
School of Science met those re-
quirements.

Johnson said MPS wants to
give its students a quality choice
and has taken over authorization
of two charter schools. Min-
neapolis College Prep will open
in August 2012 in the Lincoln
Building. The Minnesota School
of Science will open this fall in
the Cityview Building. Cityview’s
elementary will close after this
year and the middle school will
be phased out one year at a time
over the next three years.

In the face of the prevailing
and perhaps increasing budget
cuts to education, Johnson said
MPS has to be clear about its
focus and priorities. “Dr. (Bill)
Green (the previous superintend-
ent) always said it is sometimes
choosing between the good and
the good,” she said. “Sometimes
it has to be between the good
and the effective.”

Johnson said that there may
be things done in the school dis-
trict that staff feel good about,
but if student success can’t be
documented, those practices
need to be stopped. “We need to
keep the cuts away from the
classroom, but even when we do
that, the schools feel the impact.”

She said MPS is looking at
less expensive ways of providing
professional development, such
as providing training online
rather than having staff travel
across country to attend a train-
ing program.

She also realizes that little
items in the budget can make a
difference. In a recent meeting
with the District Parent Advisory
Council, she said parents told
her “Bernadeia, don’t forget
some of the acts that don’t seem
so important.  We don’t need to
print things in color, and we only
need four or five copies of an
agenda—we can share them.”

She said that they have
looked at bus routes and revised
them to make a lot of right turns,
which saves money.  “I turn off
my lights whenever I leave the
office,” she said. “I thought it
was cheaper to just leave the
lights on, but found out it was
not. So I turn them off.”

Johnson said she has noted
that Gov. Dayton has suggested
all kinds of things he would like
to do for education, and she has
thought all his ideas were great. 

“But knowing there is a $6
billion deficit, it is hard to make
these things happen,” she said.
“I have heard the governor, the
new commissioner of education
and K-12 financial folks speak.
The K-12 folks talk specifically
about some things that have con-
sequences to the work we are
doing.  Alternative certification
for teachers, for example. We can
bring in people from 3M and
their application of science. They
can come in and help bring sci-
ence alive.”

Johnson also cited Teach for
America, a program that brings
in graduates to work in an urban
setting. “There are alternative
paths to licensure,” she said. “It’s
not spending money, but can ad-
vance the work of an organiza-
tion.”

“In our legislative agenda,
we need to look at the paper-
work requirements for special ed
teachers. We require more than
the federal government,” she
said. “Any time teachers spend
more time with paperwork than

teaching kids, that’s a problem.”
She said teachers and school dis-
tricts need to be freed up to do
what they are best at.

“We can always do a better
job,” Johnson continued. “I have
hopes for the charter schools we

are opening, learning from the
two schools that have been suc-
cessful over a decade.”

“Our greatest challenge in
the coming year will be re-
sources,” Johnson said. “They
need to be reduced or redirect-
ed.”  She said there is a great op-
portunity for collaboration with
community organizations. 

Johnson added that she was
proud of the recent resolution by
the school board to strengthen
its LGBT anti-bullying efforts. 

“We moved Jessi Tebben, in
our student support department,
to the office of diversity and eq-
uity. She started there right be-
fore July,” Johnson said. “We
also participated in the Gay Pride
parade. It took more significance
this year, with all the bullying
going on.” She said that when
MPS participated in the parade,
people were happy to see it.

“What touched me the most
was that I received e-mails from

kids who said it was so nice to
see the Superintendent of
Schools there,” Johnson said.

As far as the eternally prob-
lematic achievement gap, John-
son said it is really complex. She
said that although parent en-
gagement is really important,
people need to be realistic about
it.

“Some parents can be in
school every day, and that’s great.
But because of jobs, some can’t.”
She said that what matters is
some simple things that parents
can do at home, such as provide
a quiet place for their child to
study, turn off the TV and read to
their child. 

But, Johnson stressed that as
important as parent involvement
is, it does not equal the impor-
tance of the teacher. “The single
most important factor in lessen-
ing the achievement gap, is to
have a quality teacher in every
classroom.”
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Pond 
hockey
Continued from page 3

This love of hockey as it was
meant to be played has spread to
today’s young hockey players,
also. Mike Shogren, who is a vice
president of the Minneapolis
Youth Hockey, said the goal is to
get people excited about skating
outdoors.

“We’ve had a lot of Min-
neapolis hockey players in the
tournament,” he said. “A bunch
of us have helped rebuild the
hockey program in Minneapo-
lis.”

Shogren said he grew up in
Minnesota and spent a lot of
time skating outdoors, playing a
good deal of pickup hockey.
Right now most of the kids’ ice
time is indoors, but they have a
chance to take part in the January
outdoor tournament. 

“We also use McRae, an out-
door park pond,” Shogren said.
He said the Park Board main-
tains the outdoor rinks in Min-
neapolis and runs a traveling

program.  All of Minneapolis
plays for the Minneapolis Storm.

“There are 600 girls and
boys out playing hockey,”
Shogren noted. For the boys, the
team divisions are Mites for
those under age 8; Squirts, ages
9-10; Peewees, ages 11-12; and
Bantams, ages 13-14. The girls’
teams are U-8, U-10, U-12 and
U-14, based on ages. 

“Our program has doubled
in the last five years,” Shogren
said. “The high school team has
gotten bigger, too.”

He said the Minneapolis
Youth Hockey team, with Presi-
dents Paul Larson and Steve
Jacka and co-vice president, Jeff
Degree, also operates with lots of
volunteers. “We have paid coach-
es at the upper levels,” Shogren
said, “but there is a bank of
moms and dads who volunteer.
We are getting a lot more moms
involved.”

Shogren said the pond hock-
ey, in which he participates in
the over-40 division, is clearly an
important venue for skaters, both
those who grew up with it and
the younger generation who is
returning to its roots. 

“It lets the kids be creative

on their own and learn a differ-
ent set of skills,” he noted.
“They’re playing for the love of
the game.”

Kaufenberg agreed. 
He said hockey has become

a very expensive sport, and there
is so much pressure for the kids
to get all the equipment needed.
Two organizations, the Herb
Brooks Foundation and Dyna-
mites, encourage inner city youth
hockey.  Any proceeds left over
after the USPHC tournament are
donated to these organizations
to provide assistance for urban
youth hockey. 

Kaufenberg said Lake
Nokomis has been chosen as the
site for the tournament because
of the set-up, the ball fields that
can be used for parking and the
physical lake size. 

“In 2012, we’re going to try
to start a dialogue with neighbor-
hood leaders to see about keep-
ing the rinks up later and provid-
ing a place for skating for the
Nokomis area kids,” he said. 

“There is such a unique spir-
it with pond hockey,” Kaufen-
berg said. “We want to encourage
people to get back to the pure
roots of the sport.”

“We have decreased our magnet programs
from 20 to 12,” Johnson said. “We have
tried to strengthen community schools and
get opportunities of choice for families.”

- Superintendent Bernadeia Johnson
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