MSWHL MEETING MINUTES – March 8, 2011
Attendees:
President: Sarah Mason (Flyers)


Treasurer: Joanne Lukasik (Hammerheads, Polar Bears)


Secretary: Sarah Jacobsen (Flames)


Vice President: Kerri Kelly (Puckin Chix)


Vice President: Sally Callaghan (Black Ice)


Vice President: Tammy Callahan (Polar Bears)


Div 1: no rep present


Div 2: no rep present-Director Excused

Div 3: Theresa Marsik - Director (Mag-A-Ritas)


Div 4: Lisa Durand - Director (Goody 2 Shoes)


Div 5: Michelle Dastigar (Ice Pack-Website Admin)


Div 6: Dawn Fullerton (Spitfires)

Meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. by President Sarah Mason.
1. Review and approval of 2/8/11 minutes (with 1 correction to attendees- Kelly McCausland is a supporter of the Mag-A-Ritas but not an actual player).
2. Ruicci Cup update:

A.  Posters have been ordered; water, coffee, bagels, granola bars, crackers, ice, etc. have been purchased.  Any other food donations (especially fruit) would be welcome. 

B.  Still seeking a large cooler or tub to hold beverages

C. Steve Bessette chosen as referee scheduler for 2011 Ruicci Cup.

D. Prizes received. Raffle tickets will be secured soon. Please have Team raffle baskets to arena by Thursday night if possible. 19 of 26 teams have responded with raffle items. Most baskets ranging from $50-$80 value. Any baskets containing alcohol need to be plastic-wrapped.  A 50/50 drawing will also be offered.  

E. Hockey Weekly Action Photo contact John Castine has confirmed photo booth


Consider requesting them to post each team’s championship picture free of charge on 

MSWHL website --potential for publicity. 

F. Laura Williams will manage Ruicci Cup registration room Saturday and Sunday for $150.00 total. Board members will cover registration tables Thursday and Friday nights. 

G. 26 of 26 teams have paid their entry fee

H. Ruicci Cup Handbook Rules have been updated by the Board and distributed to team 

managers via email. These rules will govern. Received request to change wording in 
rules from “white jersey” to “light colored jersey.” Board approved

I.  Pink tape will be available to support not only Rhonda Carveth but all Cancer 

Awareness. Will look into getting pink ribbon helmet stickers


J.  Payment of refs and scorekeepers discussed (Mason, Kerri, and Joanne will finalize)
3. Nationals: April 1-3, 2011 Teams from MSWHL league represented:

A. Div A
Honeybaked (Div 1)

B.  Div B
O’Leary Hawks (Div 1) and ICES (Div 1)

C.  Div C
Detroit Revolution (Div 2) and Top Gun (Div 2)

D. 30 & Over
Frozen Assets (Div 2) and T Strong (Mixture of league players)

Check USA website for game time details and rink location.

4. Division Matters:

Div 1

Congratulations to Hawks and ICES for winning States!

Honorable mention to Belle Tire and Mission for competing.

Honeybaked Sarah Clark willing to captain a team for the 20th annual Susan G. Komen Detroit Race for the Cure, Saturday, May 21, 2011, 5K Run/Walk and 1-Mile walk in support of Hawks player Rhonda Carveth who was recently diagnosed with cancer and is undergoing treatment.  To participate, please contact Sarah Clark at supastar118@hotmail.com or go to website: 

http://www.karmanos.org/RACEFORTHECUREDETROIT/index.asp
Mission/Honeybaked issues with rescheduling discussed.  Requests to reschedule are not being always being handled properly within the league.  The issue begins with how the request to reschedule is made.  The team making the request cannot force another team to reschedule unless the other team agrees and each team makes a reasonable effort to reschedule.  Many teams are having trouble agreeing on who should be responsible for securing ice and how much negotiation is reasonable.  Some teams in the league have full ice contracts from September to March but a majority of teams only contract ice to cover their home games.  League handbook does not specifically say a team has to have an ice contract for the entire season, only that a team is required to have enough ice to play their required home games. Mason will follow up with Honeybaked and Mission on the matter.
Div 2

No Updates
Div 3
Mag-A-Ritas complaint versus Metro Blade player Sylvie Holtz. 

Ruling: Sylvie Holtz was suspended for 1 game and served penalty on 2/11/11.

Renegades goalie is out for remainder of season for personal reason, request made and approved for Leigh Palochko to sub down from Pro Skate for remainder of league games and Ruicci Cup because Pro Skate is not playing in Ruicci Cup and Leigh’s recent release from Renegades gives her a good relationship with the team.

Metro Blades- coach on bench for multiple games without proper USA registration.  Potential 1 year suspension-see Article III, Rules and Regulations, section 13(h).  MSWHL handbook does not have a rule indicating that USA Hockey registration with specific team is required but anyone on the bench must be registered with USA Hockey.  Board will review the matter with Metro Blades at another date and time for possible sanction. Everyone in this league needs to respect that this requirement is more about ensuring the USA hockey insurance is valid should an injury occur during a game to anyone not just the illegal player/coach.  If USA hockey determines that any aspect of a game was not properly sanctioned, the insurance coverage would be invalidated.  Stated another way, one illegal player/coach affects every player/coach in a game.
Board will review and revise handbook for next year on this topic.  Board has revised the Ruicci Cup Rules to require all players and coaches on a team’s bench must be properly rostered and approved to be with the team.  USA hockey does not have this requirement but MSWHL has the power to require it.  Mason will look into this issue further. 
Div 4

Wildcats Issue from game on 3/6/11 between Goody 2 Shoes and Wildcats: 
Possibility that Wildcats allowed two ineligible/illegal (unrostered) players to play in the game which would be serious violations. The Board will investigate.
Div 5
Puckin Chix has requested a sub goalie for Ruicci Cup in the event that current goalie (Bre Paret) cannot play due to recent surgery. Puckin Chix has been using sub goalies while Bre recuperated and are near the 25% max.  Current Puckin Chix skater played net for a game and injured herself.  Puckin Chix requests Rampage goalies Jen Harley and Melinda Curran be allowed to sub for Ruicci Cup since Rampage is not playing in Ruicci Cup.  Board approved this request.
Div 6

No Updates
5. Treasurer Report: 
$15,702.65 February Expense: League room rental $25.00

6. Other:
A. Dawn Fullerton of Spitfires inquired about considering a general rule that a team could be shifted up or down divisions for next year based upon their stats for this year.  The Board’s process of analyzing every team’s application each year was explained.  Teams may have the same name but may have undergone significant personnel changes and the Board takes that into consideration when making a decision where to place a team in a division. The Board moved at least 5 teams around at the beginning of the season. Board will continue to scrutinize applications and team placement.
B. Considered strictly enforcing that teams ONLY schedule first half of the season in case team shifts need to occur mid-season

C. Considered other sports experience (e.g. roller hockey) when looking at individual experience.
D. Considered software to support online applications and/or statistics tracking. Updated software is sorely needed, even just to publicize schedules.  Michelle Dastigar, current website admin, talked about using “built-in” websites (e.g. Pointstreak, NGIN) or a free-ware/share-ware open source option (e.g. Concrete 5; Word Press, Eteamz) to upload documents and make changes. Board continues to review these options because manually managing a league this size should be utilizing technology to aid our efficiency.

E. Considered giving teams after Ruicci Cup a heads-up as to which division their team might be assigned for next fall based on current personnel and stats. 
Next League Meeting: Tuesday April 5, 2011
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Jacobsen
Secretary
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