MSHL Meeting Minutes

September 15, 2004
President Joanne Lukasik called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.  The August meeting minutes were reviewed – Amy Martin motioned to accept the minutes and Adrianna Sable seconded.

Treasurer’s Report 

None given as Treasurer Drabicki was not present.

MSHL Handbook of Rules & Regulations  

Vice-President Terry Mathews gave an overview of the revised handbook, highlighting new sections and areas of concern in the past.  Some of the information in the book is compiled from handbooks in other leagues across the U.S.

[Portions of the handbook are referenced below by page numbers and/or section titles]

The beginning of the MSHL Handbook lists contact information for the Board of Directors, Division Directors, and Schedulers.

Pg. 7 Article I, 1. Definitions, A. Team Official – this section is all new.  If a coach is not designated, then a player (and a back-up) must be designated before the game; 4. Qualifications, A. the league has lowered the age limit to 19 years old though each team may have no more than two.

Pg. 9 Article II, 1. Meetings, C. Division Directors – required to attend the monthly meetings, or send a representative in their place.

Pg. 10, 4. New Teams, A. Letters of Intent must include birth dates along with player experience level.

Pg. 11, 6. MSHL Referee-in-Chief – this position has been added for 2004-05 and will be held by Adrianna Sable.

Pg. 12 Article III, 1. Registration, C. Requirements – the league must have a copy of each team’s official USA Hockey roster prior to their first game.  E. Canadian registration – please review if registering Canadian players on a U.S. team.

Pg. 13, 2. Team and Player Movement, A and B on pg. 14 further explain teams and players moving between divisions.

Pg. 15, 4. Scheduling – teams are responsible to ensure the schedule is right.

Pg. 17, I. Curfew Arenas – this section was added as numerous issues have come about with teams that have a curfew clock at their rink.

Pg. 18, 9. Invitational Tournaments – Players from different teams within the same division can play together for tournament purposes only provided they are included on the roster.

Pg. 19, 10 & 11 – Travel to Canada for league play and tournaments requires a travel permit.

Pg. 20, 12. Officials – Note at the bottom stresses the importance of talking to your referees so they are familiar with women’s hockey rules, our league, etc.

Pg. 25 Article IV, 1. E. Goaltenders must fill out a waiver form for “cat eyes” facemasks; these are not allowed in Canadian tournaments at all.

Pg. 28 Article VI, 1. Protests – there is a $50 charge to protest that will be returned to the team if the protest is ruled in their favor.

Pg. 31 Article VII Score sheets & Scorekeeping, 2. Score sheets – must be filled out completely and clearly or it will not be accepted.  Names must be crossed out of players who are not playing in that game.  It is the home team’s responsibility to make sure the scorekeeper knows what they are doing.

Pg. 32 – Review this additional information about score sheets.

Pg. 34 Article VIII – Goalie Borrowing Policy has been added for use this season; goalies may be “borrowed” for extreme cases ONLY and cannot account for more than 25% of a team’s games.  For State or National-bound teams, games with a “borrowed” goalie will not count towards their total number of games played.

Pg. 35 Article IX – Ruicci Cup will be held March 17-20, 2005 at Eddie Edgar Arena and will once again be hosted by the Stingrays.

Pg. 39 State and National-Bound Teams, 1. D. Adult Women’s C criteria have been included from USA Hockey.

MSHL Referee-in-Chief
Adrianna Sable has been appointed by the Board as the league’s Referee-in-Chief.  The Referee-in-Chief will act as a liaison between teams in the leagues and the referees used for their games.  This position will not have voting rights at Board meetings.

Adrianna passed around a handout of suggestions that teams can use when relating to referees of their games.  She is available for teams that are having an issue with a particular referee.  Each team is asked to send Adrianna (mshlric@hotmail.com) the name of their Referee Scheduler, contact info for that person, and the name of their home rink.

Teams should use Level 3 referees if possible but can use Level 1 or 2 if Adrianna approves them.

States/Nationals

Carrie Sirola informed the group that the Senior Women State Tournament would be held in Lansing March 4-6, 2005.   All interested teams must send a commitment in writing to Bob Steele by November 15.  Nationals are April 8-10, 2005 in Green Bay.

Michelle Monson stated the 30+ league is having a lot of fun and is always looking for more players to join them.

After a motion to adjourn, the meeting was concluded at 8:30 p.m.

Next meeting is October 18 in Eddie Edgar at 7:30 p.m.

Honesty and Respect, Always…

   ~ Renee Dobrzelewski

       MSHL Secretary

