
March 11, 2013 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing to let you know that I have decided to take a break from Legion baseball this upcoming summer.  This has been something I have 
gone back and forth on for several months now, but I feel like it is the right move for me at this time.  I still love it, which makes it tough… but in 
this letter you will find a (somewhat) brief explanation of my thoughts. 
 
The biggest thing for me right now is time.  Anyone that was involved in the Legion program in the recent years knows that a lot of time goes 
into making it a successful summer.  I’ve always believed that you get out what you put in.  Coaching is no longer just showing up to games, 
filling out the lineup card, and playing ball.  That actually is a very small percentage of the workload.  Last summer, I would go to a game or 
tournament, drive the bus home, get back late, do post-game stats, the box scores and write-ups for the newspaper, manage the website and 
post everything there, email parents, etc. etc. etc.  I was often times submitting all of my best work at about 3 or 4 in the morning!  Yep, kind of 
a night owl.  I actually really do enjoy doing all of that stuff, it is just really, really time consuming.  That worked for me last summer with my job 
situation… but now I do have a full-time job throughout the summer, and I just don’t think it’s reasonable for me to think I can put in the time 
I’d need or want to make it another successful season.  That wouldn’t be fair to me, the kids, or the parents… in my opinion. 
 
I’ve always been a person that when in charge of something, I like to go all in and give it all I’ve got.  I would have a hard time letting someone 
else do my write-ups for me, the website, the paperwork, etc.  My thoughts are, if I’m the head coach, those are my jobs… and I do enjoy 
writing about games, keeping parents informed while we’re on the road, and so on.  But like I said, in the past I could get all the paperwork stuff 
done late at night… sleep in… go golf… and repeat the process.  This year it would be extremely difficult to think I could stay afloat with the 
Legion duties and still be effective at my day job.  I just never want to put myself in a situation where I think I wouldn’t be able to put in a full 
commitment to the job or to the kids.  I guess I’ve just always been that way with anything – all in, or not in at all.  I just feel that I would be 
overwhelmed and have no time for myself to regroup and recharge the batteries.  And that brings me to my next item… 
 
I actually do need a break – physically and mentally.  I was just thinking today, in the past 6 years of my life ever since I graduated from 
college… I have coached year-round… almost all high school sports.  Last year alone I coached over 100 games with football, girls basketball, 
spring baseball, and Legion baseball.  In those 6 years, I would probably guess I’ve had somewhere between 10-20 total weeks away from 
coaching!  Good thing I really enjoy it, because that’s wearing.  Bottom line is, my body and mind feel like a 50-year-old… haha.  I need some 
time for myself, to recharge the batteries, etc.  If I had my summers completely free, it’d be no issue and I’d be doing it all over again.  But 
things change, and this is where we’re at!  I do hope I can continue to give my time and service to kids in other ways, including coaching a little 
bit throughout the school year… because I do still really enjoy it. 
 
I was happy to hear that Jake and Chris were thinking they’d be willing to coach the Legion team this summer.  That definitely made my 
decision a whole lot easier to work through and accept.  If they do, I know they will do a great job.  I know Russ before me, and now me… we 
feel like we’ve kind of built up a really good thing with the Alexandria Legion program.  Our program has earned a lot of respect across the state 
in the Legion community and we intend to keep it that way.  Outside of the Twin Cities, I’d like to think that not many programs are respected 
more than Alexandria.  I have already completed most of the pre-season paperwork – scheduling, insurance, registration online, hotel booking, 
tournaments and fees, teams for the home tournament, ordering different items, etc.  I would love to continue helping in that capacity just to 
help make the transition here as smooth as possible.  There is always something that pops up that is easy to me because I’ve always done it… so 
I’d be glad to help with some of the general manager type stuff this summer and even down the road.  I will also continue to be one of the 10 or 
15 state “pollsters” who get to vote for Legion team rankings each week throughout the summer… always a fun way to be involved. 
 
I look forward to working with the kids this spring! I also look forward to continuing to work with all of you in some capacity in the summer – 
always glad to help.  I have a feeling I will probably find some time to help out or coach up or chat with both VFW and Legion kids throughout 
the summer at some point as well.  I am also willing to help mentor the new VFW coaches if that is something you’d like from me… just let me 
know. 
 
Legion baseball has without a doubt been one of my most influential and most treasured activities for the past 9 years of my life – as a player, 
an assistant coach, and a head coach – which is why I put a lot of thought into this and even asked friends for advice before making a final 
decision.  I have learned an incredible amount and had a blast through it all… every summer is different and offers its own unique experience.  I 
hope that I have always worked hard and always done my best job of giving back to the kids and the program… because as a player, I know how 
much it did for me.  The kids and the competition are truly what make it so much fun each and every year, so that will be missed.  I am sure I’ll 
have a hard time staying away completely this summer, so I’ll definitely be seeing you around!   
 
 
 
Thanks and Best Wishes… 
 
 
 
 
 
Kevin Engebretson 


