
Planned improvements at Municipal Stadium/Eberly Field

Spring is here with the college teams into their schedules and the professional teams at spring training. When the 2011 season ended in August the Clarinda A’s had compiled a 35-
28 record, finished in the middle of the MINK League standings, had a good showing at the NBC World Series and brought home the Team Sportsmanship Award.

What has been going on with the program since that time? The A’s board of directors, auxiliary and management has been working during the fall and winter on projects that will
ensure the continuance of the program. During April and May there will be updates on the schedule and roster for the 2012 season.

Houseparent program
serves the ‘Boys of Summer’

Due to some conflicts on the second Saturday in January, the 2012 Hall of Fame in-
ductees will be inducted on Saturday, November 17. For many years the banquet was held
on the Saturday after Thanksgiving and then changed to January a few years ago. This
year it will be held the Saturday before Thanksgiving so please, mark your calendar now
for that date.

Each year the sale of advertising in the A’s yearbook, fence signs at the park and on the
poster schedule is a big part of raising funds for the year’s operating budget.

Statements had gone out in January to those who had advertised last year. If you have
not responded or were missed and are interested in any of these opportunities, please con-
tact Pat Eberly at (712) 542-4272. Would like to have all the advertising in and correc-
tions that need to be made done by April 20. 

Annual coaches convention attended by A’s GM
In January Ryan Eberly

GM and field manager, ac-
companied by his mother
Pat, attended the annual
American Baseball Coach-
es Association convention
in Anaheim, CA. 

At this venue Eberly was
able to speak with college
coaches from all parts of
the country about the A’s
program for recruitment for
the team, as well as attend
seminars and see exhibits
of the new baseball equip-
ment that is available.

This was a particularly
great trip as so many former
A’s players are coaches, as
well as many live in south-
ern California and made the

effort to come see the Eber-
ly’s. Among those former
players were Jeff and Nora
Nichols and Katy; Mike
Grahovic; Bryan Nickle-
son; Steve Skotack; Ted
Tom, Scott Brosius, Gary
Bowers, Steve Hindman
and his parents Craig and
Sandy; Darrell Miller,
Johnny Hill, Jake
Weghorst; Brandon Mick-
leson

Wayne Redfern and son;
Mr & Mrs. Paul Homrig;
Armando and Sarah Plas-
cencia, and two sons;
Bobby Koba, Melody and
Ashley; Robert and Dar-
celle Wesley. Current and
former coaches they re-

newed acquain-
tance with were
Tom Wheeler,
Scott Carnahan,
Gene Stephen-
son, Jim Dietz,
Gary Pullens,
Marty Dittmar,
Jerry Kendall,
Ron Polk, Duane
Banks, Bob Warn
and Jim Lawler.
While going
through the ex-
hibits, they ran into Bill
Olsen of Omaha with his
son Greg who pitched for
the Orioles; Scott Taylor
who had been an umpire at
the NBC tournament and
spotted them as well as Eric
Peterson, a representative
for Rawlings, who had been
a teammate of Ozzie Smith
and Danny Gans at Cal-
Poly San Luis Obispo – he
had met Mrs. E at Danny’s
memorial service in Las
Vegas. Two other surprise
meetings were with Paul
Deese and Don Dennis –
Paul had been the head of
the NBC in Wichita in the
mid 1970’s and was instru-
mental in Clarinda hosting

its first regional tournament
in 1976, while Dennis is the
long time commissioner of
the Alaska League – also

when speaking with Jim
Dietz one of his former
players at San Diego State,
Tony Gwynn, showed up
and was gracious enough to
make arrangements with

Mrs. E to sign a ball for the
A’s banquet silent auction
before they left.

Next year’s convention
will be held in Chicago, IL.

Already this spring, tiling has been
done on the outfield by the City,
which will help with the annual flood-
ing, especially in left centerfield, that
has been a problem the past few years.
That area will be leveled and seeded
before the season starts. Work on the
low spots in the infield will also be
addressed.

Monies from the Merl Eberly
Memorial Fund will be used to pay for
the cement to extend the handicapped
area behind home plate, as well as to
erect a display for the bronze bust of
Eberly that was presented to the fami-
ly, the A’s and the community by
Ozzie Smith at the annual Hall of
Fame banquet in January. Smith, who
played for the A’s in 1975-76, had
commissioned acclaimed sculptor
Harry Weber to do the piece. At pre-
sent, the bust is on display in the

Chamber of Commerce window.
Last season the A’s had new ca-

pacitators put on all the light poles, re-
placing a few of the lights also. Funds
for that project came from alumni do-
nations. It is felt that this will ensure
the lights for 3-4 more years, but long-
term replacement of all the poles and
lights will have to be addressed in the
near future.

Outfield fence will be replaced
where the tiling was done and some of
the fence signs will be refurbished
also.

It is important not only for the A’s,
but the High School and community,
that the facilities at Municipal Stadi-
um/Eberly Field be kept in good re-
pair and appearance, not only for
those who use the field, but those who
visit it during the off season as well.

Eberly family, Hayes and Smith with Eberly bust which will be placed at the ball field this summer.

In 1976 the houseparent program was initiated and continues today. Without
the hospitality offered by the many who have opened their home to these young
men who come to play during the summer break from their colleges, the A’s
could not exist. 

Each year there is a need for homes for 28 – 35 players for the season. The
college athletes arrive May 21st and are here till the end of July when the reg-
ular season ends or mid-August if they qualify for the National Tournament.

Through the years there have been many long lasting friendships formed be-
tween the house parents and their “summer sons” and their parents. It is not un-
usual for graduation announcements, wedding invitations, birth announce-
ments, etc. to come for many years after the player has gone on after college
into their chosen profession.

Each year there is always a need for homes and the housing committee of
Karmen Moses, Annette Nelson and Jill Sunderman would be glad to speak
with anyone who would be interested in helping out this season. It really isn’t
that difficult and the rewards are great.

2012 Hall of Fame Banquet date changed

Work on yearbook, fence signs and
poster schedule being finalized

Proposed book is in the works
At the A’s banquet in January BJ Windhorst, grandson of Merl Eberly, announced that

he and his grandma Pat would be writing a book and the process has started.
Mike Tackett, father of Lee Tackett who pitched for the A’s in 2010, has offered to help

with the project. He is the managing editor at Bloomberg News and has over 30 years ex-
perience in the writing/editing field so is a very welcome collaborator.

At present, a proposal of the book has been presented to two literary agents, who are
both interested in the premise. The Eberly family and others associated with the program
have been writing and gathering information for the book.

Contents of the book will be not just about Eberly and the A’s, but also the communi-
ty. The working title is “Summer Ball – A Man, A Team, A Town” – this could of course
change as the work continues.

If anyone has views they would like to share, please feel free to do so – send your ideas
to Pat Eberly, 225 E. Lincoln, Clarinda, IA 51632. It is hard to remember over 50 years
experiences and the people who have contributed to the longevity of the program, so your
help would be appreciated.

Homrig, Ryan, Mike Grahovic, Wayne Redfern, Arman-
do Plascensia, David Oliva.
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Front: Mrs. E & Ryan with Bobby Koba family. Back:
Dave Oliva's with son, Jeff Nichols, the Wesleys & the
Homrigs.

Ryan with Ted Tom.

Mrs E & Ryan with Steve and Craig Hindman and Bran-
don Mikkleson.

This page sponsored by

114 W. Main, Suite B, Clarinda
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sponsor this page, contact

RITA OR MANDY AT
712-542-2181

Jake Weghorst

Gary Ulmer is the president of the A’s board, with Dave Kettwick serving
as vice-president; Jeff Clark, secretary and Linda Mier, treasurer.  Ryan Eber-
ly serves as General Manager and Field Manager. Other board members in-
clude Noel Bogdanski, Mike DeVoe, Ryan Eberly, Frank Ellis, Tony Martin,
Jim Millhone, Jay Moses, Tyler Price, Ed Ratashak and Scott Sunderman.

Auxiliary members are Rebecca Ascherl, Pat Bogdanski, Katie Brockman,
Marta Brockman, Bev Buch, Kristi Clark, Jayne Davidson, Jill DeVoe, Pat
Eberly, Evelyn Herzberg, Renee Kettwich, Karmen Moses, Venita Muller,
Lorene Muller, Annette 

Nelson, Beth Rarick, Brenda Samuelson, Donna Scarlett, Jill Sunderman
and Nancy Ulmer.

With many projects during the year additional help is always needed. If you
would be interested in being part of the A’s family feel free to contact any of
the members – you would be more than welcome.

Board of Directors and auxiliary members

Dugout News
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