
 

 

 

 

Coach Johnathan Gingras 
 

Background 

Johnathan started playing at Face Off Circle as Pee Wee in 1976.  He played high school hockey for Archbishop Wood in 

Warminster, PA.   In his senior year at Wood, he played for Team Philadelphia against Team Pittsburgh and for the gold 

medal-winning Eastern Region team at the inaugural Keystone State Games.  He went on to play college hockey at St. 

Bonaventure University from 1982 to 1986.  SBU was a division III program with a heavy concentration of games played 

with division II schools (i.e., Canisius, Elmira College, Hobart College, SUNY Brockport Geneseo, Buffalo, and Cortland).   

While at SBU, he was Assistant Captain his junior year and Captain his senior year.  The team played in the International 

Collegiate Hockey League which was made up of Western New York colleges and Niagara College (Welland, Ontario).  

They won the league championship in each of his four years at SBU.   He still holds 4 scoring records at SBU and is ranked 

3rd in all time scoring (behind two line mates). After college, he tried out with the Dundee Rockets and Billingham 

Bombers in the Premier Division in Scotland and England – UK.  He has been a member of the Wissahickon Skate Club for 

27 years, playing for the Senior A and B teams.   

 

One of his greatest coaching moments came years after he coached a player. He ran into him at a bar in Philadelphia.  

Johnathan didn’t recognize the player until he said “Hey Coach!  How have you been?” To always be known as “Coach” is 

the greatest compliment a coach could receive.   

 

Coaching Experience 

USA Hockey CEP Level 2 

 Archbishop Wood: Varsity Assistant Coach – 1987/1988 

 1988-1994: Wissahickon Skating Club at all levels 

 20013-2013: Wissahickon Skating Club Mite and Squirt levels. His team came in 2nd place at the Bell Capital Cup 

in 2013 (Squirt Major A).   

 

Coaching Philosophy 

“I believe, first and foremost, that youth hockey should provide an environment for a child to learn and enjoy 

every aspect of this great game.  I believe that it is a coach’s responsibility to create a positive environment that 

helps develop the player’s skill and hockey knowledge while at the same time provide endless hours of fun.   

 

I coach through positive reinforcement and encouragement.  To me, this has been the best way to connect with a 

child and help him/her learn this sport.  I combine this with demanding hard work and discipline.  My players will 

be respectful to each other, to their opponents, to the referees and to the parents.   I believe this will provide life 

lessons that go beyond the ice rink and help them develop into solid human beings.   

 

Success is not defined by the numbers of wins but by the level of growth shown in each child.  As I coach in higher 

age groups, my philosophy changes slightly to include an element of “playing to win.” This does not mean that I 

get away from the goal of growth. It just means that I will help direct my team to what every competitive hockey 

player wants: winning.  Ultimately, my goal is to help a child learn and love this game. “ 


