SDAHA Spring Meeting

Saturday, April 5, 2014 
Crossroads Hotel and Events Center
100 4th Street SW

Huron, SD

· Sign in 8:30 a.m. (Juice, coffee and rolls will be provided)

· Call to Order 9:00 a.m.

· Welcome – Introductions

· Count of Voting Delegates and Determination of Quorum

· Adoption of Agenda

· Approval of Fall Regular Board Meeting Minutes

· Treasurers Report and Financial Updates 

· Gary DeYoung, Treasurer
· Acceptance of Treasurer’s Financial Report 
· Registrars Report – Annette Stensgaard, State Registrar(ABSENT)-see report
· Risk Managers Report – Dawn Magee, Risk Manager (ABSENT)
· Discipline Report – Randy Honkomp, VP(ABSENT)-see report
· Officials Report – Doug Sorensen, RIC

· Officials Scheduling – Jodi Sterrett (ABSENT)
· Coaching Report – Steve Salwei, CIC(ABSENT)-see report
· Varsity Coaches  – Rob Kittay (ABSENT)-see report
· Boys Player Development Report – Rob Kittay (ABSENT)-see report
· National Teams Report – Scott Riddle/Dave Mannes
· Girls Development – Paul Bachand (ABSENT)-see report
· Scheduling  Update – Max Tronnes
· Website update – Kevin Miley and/or Ron Dobesh

· Local Association Reports

·  Aberdeen, Brandon Valley, Brookings, Huron, Mitchell, Oahe, Rushmore, Sioux Center, Sioux Falls, Watertown, Yankton

· SDAHA President’s Report – Dan French

· Pro Hockey Celebrity Hunt Updates – Dave Tronnes

· Discussion Items

· “Freeze Ten” rule for GJV/GV, Rushmore Hockey, Sean O’Connor

· Concussions (reporting and SDAHA liability), Rushmore Hockey, Sean O’Connor

· SDAHA/USA Hockey ADM Recommended number of games, Rushmore Hockey, Sean O’Connor

· Opening/Awards Ceremonies for Girls Varsity, Dan French

· Possible Action Items Playing Rules Proposals
· Proposal #1 League Divisions, Oahe Hockey, Tony Lief
· Proposal #2 League Team Levels, Brookings Hockey, Todd Stratmoen
· Proposal #3 Scheduling during tournament week ends, SD Hockey Officials Association

· Proposal #4 Officials requests, SD Hockey Officials Association

· Proposal #5 Three part proposal to assist officials, Sioux Falls Hockey, Mark Arndt
· Proposal #6 Adoption of a new SDAHA Logo, Sioux Falls Hockey, Mark Arndt

· Proposal #7 Third Penalty/Suspension, Brookings Hockey, Todd Stratmoen
· Scheduled Elections (Vice-President, Treasurer)

· Site and date of 2014 Fall Meeting (Sioux Falls)
· Adjournment

Meeting Handouts:

Copy of September 2013 board meeting minutes
Copy of January 2014 electronic vote minutes

Copy of February 2014 electronic vote minutes 
Reports from CIC, Player Development (both Girls and Boys), Coach’s Committee, Discipline Director, Registrar
Discussion Items

Pertinent By-Law Excerpts
Proposals 1-7
Financial Reports
SDAHA Tournament Rotation

Copy of By-Laws, Playing and Tournament Rules (One copy at meeting site)
Discussion Items

Items #1-3 from Rushmore Hockey, Sean O’Connor

1)  Freeze 10 rule

                50% play rule

                Goalies don’t count as players

 

2)  Concussions

Should they be reported back to the state? What liability does SDAHA and locals have when dealing with concussions?

 

3)  SDAHA hockey VS USA Hockey/ ADM hockey games played.

  SDAHA is way behind in the number of recommended games for league play (according to USA       hockey). Should there be more games for league play? What should take precedent, SDAHA or non league pickup games and non SDAHA tourneys?
Item #4 from Dan French, SDAHA
4) Providing some type of SDAHA assistance for the Opening/Awards Ceremonies for Girls Varsity
The following by-law may need to be considered regarding some of the proposals listed in the agenda.  

Excerpt from SDAHA By-Laws:

7.3 Agenda Items : Anyone wishing to place an item on the agenda of any Board of Directors' meeting must do so by presenting it to the President or Secretary through their local president, their CIC, their RIC or any SDAHA committee chair, in writing, not later than 20 days prior to the meeting unless less than 20 days notice of the meeting is given in which event the item must be submitted in sufficient time so that it can be included on the agenda to be distributed as hereinafter provided. Items submitted must include the specific wording of any proposed resolution. The complete agenda will be distributed by the Secretary not later than 10 days prior to the meeting,unless less than 10 days notice of the meeting is given in which event the agenda shall be distributed with the notice of meeting. Meetings may be held without the required advance notice providing waivers of notice are given in writing by all Directors. Any item determined by the President to be in the same form or substantially similar form to one which was voted and acted upon, rejected or withdrawn at the previous meeting of the Board of Directors cannot be placed on the agenda of the next meeting of the Board of Directors unless it has received a two-thirds majority vote of approval by the Board of Directors recommending that it be placed on the agenda.   Without this two thirds approval to revisit an issue, the issue will not be allowed to be brought before the voting members for a period of two (2) years from the date it was initially acted upon.  After 20 days prior to any meeting, any additional items that are to receive consideration of the Board of Directors must receive unanimous approval of those present at the Board meeting in order to be placed on the agenda.
PROPOSAL #1 – Oahe Association, Tony Lief 
Note:  Proposal below might require the application of By-law Rule 7-3 (see excerpt) as the current rule was proposed, discussed and voted upon at the SDAHA spring 2013 meeting AND during a conference call regarding the peewee divisions September 3, 2013. The proposals were sent out 3/24/14, allowing less than 20 days’ notice of proposals.
Change/Addition  to SDAHA Playing Rules 4-H
If there more than 20 teams in a League, the teams shall be divided into 3 Divisions (A, B and C).

 

A. Numbers of teams in each Division     

1.       One-third of the teams (rounding down) shall be in an A Division as described in League Assignment Criteria.

2.       One-third of the teams (rounding up) shall be in a C Division as described in League Assignment Criteria.

3.       All remaining teams shall be in a B Division.

 

B. League Division Assignment Criteria

1. Associations with 3 teams shall have one team in each division.

2. Established Associations with 1 team shall be assigned to the A or B Division using Rule 4a.

3. Developing Associations with 1 team shall play in the C Division.

4. Associations with 2 teams shall be divided by ordering established associations by South Dakota High School Activities Association Average Daily Memberships.  Total Sioux Falls enrollments shall be divided in half for SF West and SF East.

a) One team from associations with the largest enrollment, second largest enrollment, third largest enrollment and so on shall be added to the teams from Rule B1 in the A Division until Rule A1 is met.

b) One team from each association with “developing” programs shall be placed in the C Division.

c) One team from associations with the smallest enrollment, second smallest enrollment, third smallest enrollment and so on shall be added to teams from Rule B1 and B3 in the C Division until Rule A2 is met.

d) All remaining teams shall be added to teams from B1 to comprise the B Division.

 

C. Associations may ONLY petition to move a team up from Division C to B or from Division B to A.

 

D. No new teams may be added after divisions are set.

 

E. Any association that drops a team after divisions have been established shall drop the team in the lowest division. 

 

To determine criteria using 2014 South Dakota High School Activities Association Average Daily Memberships:

 

Rapid City 3,349 (Central 1,515, Christian 72, Stevens 1,211, Douglas 551): 

Sioux Falls East 2,767 (O’Gorman 561, Roosevelt 1,580, Washington 1,594, Lincoln 1,503, Tea 296)/2

Sioux Falls West 2,767 (O’Gorman 561, Roosevelt 1,580, Washington 1,594, Lincoln 1,503, Tea 296)/2

Aberdeen 1,040 (Central 895, Christian 27, Roncalli 118):

Watertown: 945 (Watertown 877, Great Plains Lutheran 68)

Brookings: 780 (Brookings 653, Sioux Valley 127)

Oahe: 697 (Pierre TF Riggs 610, Stanley County 87)

Yankton: 683

Mitchell: 622 (Mitchell 579, Christian 43)

Huron: 573 (Huron 535, James Valley Christian 38)

Sioux Center: 320 (from web search)

 

PROPOSAL #2 -  Brookings Hockey Association, Todd Stratmoen
Note:  Proposal below might require the application of By-law Rule 7-3 (see excerpt) as the current rule was proposed, discussed and voted upon at the SDAHA spring 2013 meeting AND during a conference call regarding the peewee divisions September 3, 2013. The proposals were sent out 3/24/14, allowing less than 20 days’ notice of proposals.
Rule/Regulation Impacted:   SDAHA Playing Rules 4H – Players/Teams 

Rationale:  Recent experience has demonstrated that associations have inappropriately petitioned to play at a lower level than otherwise required by the SDAHA, and that petitions to play at a lower level have been approved or denied on an inconsistent basis by SDAHA member associations.  Furthermore, the requirement for an association with more than two teams to field two A teams has, in cases, resulted in uncompetitive teams, unfortunate player experiences, and players potentially choosing to quit hockey in what should be the highest level of play in a given age group.  As a result of these occurrences, it is proposed that the ability to petition to play at a lower playing level be eliminated, and that the criteria for determining the playing level of an association’s teams be revised. 

Note:  Areas crossed off below would be replaced by different wording in proposal #2.  There may be additional changes created in this rule with proposal #2 and additional proposals that have been submitted.  

Current Rule:

H. Criteria listed below will be used to determine at what level each association should be playing their teams each season, unless petitions to play at lower levels are made to the SDAHA Board of Directors.
Petitions to the Board of Directors to play teams at a lower level than listed in criteria below must be made before August 15th for Varsity levels and decided before September 1st of each year for varsity levels (this includes all jr. varsity levels).  Petitions regarding all other level teams must be made before September 15th and decided before October 1st of each year.  Reasons for petitions may include low registration numbers and skill levels/ages of involved players.  

NEW SDAHA ASSOCIATION MEMBERS WILL BE REVIEWED REGARDING THEIR SKILL LEVELS.  THOSE THAT ARE DETERMINED TO BE AT LEVEL BELOW THE SDAHA SKILL LEVELS MAY PETITION TO PLAY ANY TEAMS AT LOWER LEVELS ONLY FOR A MAXIMUM OF THEIR FIRST 5 YEARS AS MEMBERS OF SDAHA. After 5 years, or earlier if the SDAHA Board determines it is necessary, each level must be petitioned and determined individually.

Unless a petition has been made by an association and decided upon by the SDAHA Board of Directors prior to the listed deadlines, the following criteria shall be used:

·  When an association has one team at any one age group, that team shall be determined to play at the A or Varsity levels.  

·  When an association has two teams at any one age group, the second team may play at either the A or varsity level, or at the B or Jr. Varsity level.

·  When an association has three teams at any one age group, two teams shall play at the A or Varsity level and one may play at the B or Jr. Varsity level.  **

·  When an association has four teams at any one age group, two teams shall play at the A or Varsity levels, and two may play at the B or Jr. Varsity levels.  **

· When an association has more than four teams, the determination of levels of these additional teams may be determined by the local association and the SDAHA Board.

**Associations may always petition to play one team at the A level and other teams at the B level, but it must be approved by the SDAHA Board of Directors. (4/13)
Proposed Rule:

H. The following criteria shall be used to determine the league levels at which each association is to play its teams each season, unless requests to play at higher levels are made to the SDAHA Board of Directors.
· When an association has one team at a given age group, that team shall play at the A or Varsity level.  

· When an association has two teams at a given age group, one team shall play at the A or Varsity level and the second team may play at either the A or Varsity level, or at the B or Junior Varsity level.

· When an association has three teams at a given age group, one team shall play at the A or Varsity level and the second and third teams may play at either the A or Varsity level, or at the B or Junior Varsity level.

· When an association has four teams at a given age group, two teams shall play at the A or Varsity level, and the third and fourth teams may play at either the A or Varsity level, or at the B or Junior Varsity level.
· When an association has more than four teams, the playing level of any teams in excess of four (4) may be determined by the local association.

Requests to the SDAHA Board of Directors to play teams at a higher level than otherwise required must be made by August 15th and acted upon by September 1st of each year for Varsity and Junior Varsity levels.  Requests to the Board of Directors to play teams at a higher level than otherwise required must be made by September 1st and acted upon by September 15th of each year for all other age levels.

In associations required to split geographically under SDAHA Administrative Rule G, the application of Rule H shall be applied independently to each geographical area.

No new teams may be added after playing levels have been established by the SDAHA.  Any association that drops a team after playing levels have been established by the SDAHA must drop a team from the lowest division in which it was to play.

New SDAHA association members will be exempt from Rule H for a period of five (5) seasons, during which teams at a given age group 
within that association may play at either the A or varsity level, or at the B or Junior Varsity level.  After 5 seasons, or earlier if the SDAHA Board determines it is necessary, teams within that association shall follow the criteria listed above at all age levels.

PROPOSAL #3 - South Dakota Hockey Official Association

Scheduling
During the weeks of the Bantam “A” and “B” and Girls JV and Boys JV and Girls Varsity, that any Varsity games whether it be Boys or Girls, be moved to Tuesday and Thursday instead of on the weekends.  The reason being is that these games this late in the season need to have experienced officials working them, and if held on the weekends these officials are usually working at the tournaments listed previously.

PROPOSAL #4 - South Dakota Hockey Official Association
Part 1 – To have reduced rates at a motel in every town,to benefit those officials who do travel, and to increase the amount of officials to travel.

Part 2 – When local Associations are preparing the rink for games (i.e.- setting up concessions, etc.), we are asking that the heat be turned on in the Officials locker room before we arrive.

PROPOSAL #5 – Sioux Falls Hockey Association, Mark Arndt
Note:  Proposal below might require the application of By-law Rule 7-3 (see excerpt) as a previous proposal was submitted by Mark Arndt, Sioux Falls, and discussed at the spring 2013 meeting.  No action was taken at that time but it was noted a possible future proposal might be coming from the officials.

A Proposal to Assist On-Ice Officials 
Objective- in the interest of player safety and in the interest of providing more consistent officiating at all levels; 

1. Provide an increase in officiating pay (to retain current officials and make officiating more attractive to new officials);

2. Provide financial resources to SD’s Referee In Chief to allow for meaningful video review (while minimizing travel) of game film with on-ice officials during the season;
3. Adopt a two man referee system at all checking levels; 
A. Increase in Referee Pay- a 50% across the board pay increase for per game fees for all Referees and Linesmen. 

1) Travel reimbursement remains the same.

2) Current rates (below) were set in 2011. 




Ref

Line

Boys Varsity & JV 
$60/game
$45/game

Girls Varsity & JV
$60/game
N/A

Bantam

$50/game
$35/game

Pee Wee

$40/game
$25/game

B. Allocate $2,000 annually dedicated to SD’s Referee-In-Chief, for use at his discretion (in season and off season), for review of game video with South Dakota on-ice officials.      

1) Receive video from local associations/coaches (as tool for constructive review and instruction- not appeals). 

2) Additional authorization for on-line video service such as “Hudl” ($800 annual subscription) as tool for video review with officials.  (Use of such tool to allow meaningful review and critique via video for the purpose of saving time and travel expenses.) 

C. Adopt two man Referee system at all checking leagues (Boys Bantam, JV and Varsity).    

1) Take input from SD’s Referee-In-Chief and others about the ability to run a four man crew while accomplishing a two referee system at all checking levels.    

2) Shortage of on-ice officials could be assisted by;

a) Use of Level II officials being used as Linesman during checking level games.
b) Scheduling more games at a single location to minimize on-=ice officials’ travel.       
3) Note - a three man crew containing 2 referees and one linesman is not approved by USA Hockey, and therefore not an option for SDAHA.  Minnesota’s ability to run a three man crew with two referees is due to Minnesota not being governed by USA Hockey.     

*****************************************************************************
PROPOSAL #6 – Sioux Falls Hockey Association, Mark Arndt

A Proposal to Adopt a New SDAHA Logo

· Proposed logo attached to e-mail
CURRENT LOGO:

[image: image1.png]




PROPOSAL #7 – Brookings Hockey Association, Todd Stratmoen
Rule/Regulation Impacted:   SDAHA Playing Rules 7BI – Suspensions 

Rationale:  With boarding, head contact, and charging now among the “injury-potential” penalties for which a minor and misconduct are assessed, the potential for a player to be disqualified from a game for receiving three penalties has grown substantially.  It is proposed that SDAHA playing rule 7BI be revised to raise this threshold from three penalties to four penalties.  This will enable players to continue playing in many situations in which they would otherwise have been disqualified from the game, while still largely protecting them from receiving a game misconduct penalty under USA Hockey Rule 401(b) for receiving five penalties in the same game.  Under the proposed rule revision, a player playing with three penalties, none of which are misconducts, will still receive a game misconduct for five penalties in the same game if he/she commits an injury-potential penalty resulting in assessment of minor and misconduct penalties.  A player playing with two penalties, neither of which is a misconduct, will be disqualified from the current game if he/she commits an injury-potential penalty resulting in assessment of minor and misconduct penalties, but will not receive a game misconduct for five penalties.  And, a player playing with one, two, or three penalties, one of which is a misconduct, will still receive a game misconduct if he/she commits an injury-potential penalty resulting in assessment of minor and misconduct penalties for receiving two misconducts penalties during the same game (USA Hockey Rule 404).

Current Rule:

B. Suspensions: If a player or coach receives a game misconduct penalty and is required to serve an additional game suspension under USA Hockey or SDAHA rules, the following general rules apply:

I. Under SDAHA league play, a game disqualification shall be automatically assessed when a player receives a third penalty during a single game.  Enforcing this penalty is the joint responsibility of the referees, the scorekeeper, the coach, and the player.  The official scorer will notify the referee when a player has received their third penalty under this rule.  The referee will then notify the head coach of the offending team, and that player shall immediately leave the game and go to their locker room.  If it is determined during a game that a team allowed a player to continue to participate after receiving their third penalty, the player must leave the game immediately and go to the locker room.  Both the player and head coach are assessed a one league game suspension.  Suspensions will follow the same guidelines as set forth in 7B above for game misconduct penalties.  If it is determined after a game is completed that a team allowed a player to continue to participate after receiving their third penalty, the player and head coach are still assessed a one league game suspension.  No forfeit of game results from violation of this rule.  The game disqualification shall not count as an additional penalty for the player or team, and no penalty minutes will be added to a player’s statistics. (9/06)  

Proposed Rule:

B. Suspensions: If a player or coach receives a game misconduct penalty and is required to serve an additional game suspension under USA Hockey or SDAHA rules, the following general rules apply:

I. Under SDAHA league play, a game disqualification shall be automatically assessed when a player receives a fourth penalty during a single game.  Enforcing this penalty is the joint responsibility of the referees, the scorekeeper, the coach, and the player.  The official scorer will notify the referee when a player has received their fourth penalty under this rule.  The referee will then notify the head coach of the offending team, and that player shall immediately leave the game and go to their locker room.  If it is determined during a game that a team allowed a player to continue to participate after receiving their fourth penalty, the player must leave the game immediately and go to the locker room.  Both the player and head coach are assessed a one league game suspension.  Suspensions will follow the same guidelines as set forth in 7B above for game misconduct penalties.  If it is determined after a game is completed that a team allowed a player to continue to participate after receiving their fourth penalty, the player and head coach are still assessed a one league game suspension.  No forfeit of game results from violation of this rule.  The game disqualification shall not count as an additional penalty for the player or team, and no penalty minutes will be added to a player’s statistics.
