A (Stanley) Cup Full Of Adventure

Dave Yasvinski and Eric Koreen, National Post  Published: Wednesday, July 16, 2008

If you thought Kris Draper was relieved when the Red Wings won the Stanley Cup this year, you should have seen his daughter. The forward recently admitted his newborn baby girl, after sitting in the Holy Grail, left a little present behind.

"A week after we won it, I had my newborn daughter in there, and she pooped in the Cup," Draper said in the Detroit Free Press. "That was something. We had a pretty good laugh. I still drank out of it that night, so no worries."

This follows an incident at Chris Chelios' bar where the Cup was knocked off a table and dented by the celebrating crowd. NHL spokeswoman Bernadette Mansur told ESPN that the Cup has seen worse. And she's right, it certainly has.

Here is a look at some of the Stanley Cup's more interesting adventures:

1905 After Ottawa captured the trophy, an ever-so slightly intoxicated player tried to punt the Cup into the Rideau Canal on a dare. Fortunately for the team--and the Cup -- the canal was frozen over at the time, and the trophy was recovered the next day.

1907 Stanley was forgotten at a photography studio by the Montreal Wanderers. It was then reportedly stolen from the studio, and briefly held for ransom before being returned. By the time it was recovered, it had found a new life as a plant holder for the photographer's mother.

1924 The Montreal Canadiens forgot the Cup by the side of the road after changing a flat tire. The loss was only realized later that evening when the hard-partying team was ready to drink champagne out of their prize. They found it waiting for them in the same snowbank by the side of the road.

1940-1941 Management of the New York Rangers, upon paying off the mortgage on Madison Square Garden, burned the document in the Cup. Some claim this vile act led to the Rangers' drought of 54 years before winning another Cup.

1957 Maurice Richard chipped both front teeth while drinking from the Cup. 

1980s The New York Islanders' Bryan Trottier had admitted to sleeping with the Stanley Cup.

1988 The Oilers' Mark Messier brought the Cup to his favourite strip club and let fans drink out of it. Stanley was slightly damaged by the experience and had to be mended at an automotive repair shop.

1991 The Cup got a good look at the bottom of Mario Lemieux's pool after a teammate jumped in with the trophy in tow. Part of the Cup broke off when it was retrieved and it had to be held together by duct tape until it was repaired in time for the parade. Two years later, the Cup went for another swim, finding the bottom of Patrick Roy's pool, leading Montreal's Guy Carbonneau to observe that it "does not float."

1994 Some of the New York Rangers poured in some oats and let 1993 Kentucky Derby winner Go For Gin enjoy a meal out of it.
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