Repeat After Me: Minnetonka is State Champion – 2/25/12


The Minnetonka Skippers defeated the Roseville Raiders in Saturday night’s State Championship final 3-0 at the Xcel Center.  The win gave the Skippers back to back titles as class AA State Champions, and validated the high level of talent on this year’s squad.  Roseville had been widely touted for their superstar players and 5 Division 1 college recruits, but Minnetonka handled them with a combination of suffocating defense, great goaltending, key offensive plays, and a total team effort (not to mention more than 5 future Division 1 players of their own).

With a great turn out of cheering fans and exuberant bands for each team, there was nervous excitement and the smell of $4.75 popcorn in the chill Xcel air as the first period began.  The first omen was not good, as Kelsey Crow was called for a questionable tripping penalty just one minute into the game, as her foot inadvertently tangled with the Roseville forechecker’s as they stopped in the corner, and the Raider crashed to the boards.  Roseville would proceed to rack up a half dozen shots on goal during the power play, but Sydney Rossman kept the puck out of the net.  As the period proceeded, the Skippers created several scoring opportunities, but had only generated a couple of shots on goal.  Then with only four minutes left in the period, Gopher recruit Lee Stecklein of the Raiders committed an interference penalty.  Less than a minute later Minnetonka took advantage of the power play, as Sydney Baldwin moved the puck to Laura Bowman, who created an open net rebound opportunity in front of the net, and Holly Korn put it past Roseville goalie Erika Allen for the first and eventual game winning goal.  The period would end with Roseville outshooting Minnetonka 11-6, but with the Skippers creating more scoring chances and leading the game 1-0.

Both teams fought hard and skated well in the second period, but could not put the puck in the net.  Nine minutes into the period Stecklein was called for her second interference penalty of the game, but the Skippers could not capitalize on it.  And twelve minutes into the period, Roseville’s big scoring Kate Flug finally found some open ice, but Sid Morin performed a well executed double handed chop on Flug’s stick to avert the breakaway opportunity, and Morin was called for tripping as Flug fell to the ice and slid into Rossman.  The Raiders could not take advantage of this power play either, and the second period ended with shots even at 7-7 and no scoring.

Minnetonka seemed to emphasize defense in the third period, and Roseville could not break through with many good scoring chances as the clock ticked on (both teams would finish the period with 6 shots on goal).  Then with six minutes remaining, and the faceoff in Minnetonka’s end, Bowman won the puck back to Sydney Baldwin, who rung it around the boards to Amy Petersen. Petersen deftly banked a backhand pass up the boards to Diana Draayer rushing up ice.  Draayer carried the puck into the left side of the zone with Bowman rushing in on the right.  With the lone Raider defenseman covering Bowman, Draayer unleashed a wrist shot to the short side.  The double ding off the near and far post, and then into the net, was music to Skippers fans’ ears, and was followed by a huge cheer from the crowd.  Some added drama occurred when just nine seconds later, a Raider put Petersen to the ice, and her released stick tripped another Roseville player, for which Petersen received a penalty.  However, the penalty killing unit and Rossman shut down Roseville again.  The crowd could now sense that another title was near, and as the Raiders pulled their goalie in the final minute, there were no real comeback chances created.  As the game clock ran out, Draayer cleared puck out of the defensive zone up to Bowman, who fired the puck into the open net as she was tripped to the ice by the Roseville defense.  She would find herself down on the ice again seconds later- as part of the pile of celebrating Skipper players who had done it again!    

Special congratulations are due Sydney Rossman, who earned a shut out with her outstanding play, and membership on the All Tournament team, as well as Sydney Baldwin, Laura Bowman, Sidney Morin, and Amy Petersen who join her with that honor.   
Also, a final congratulations to Head Coach Eric Johnson, Coach Adam Kragthorpe, and Coach Mo Hardwick for leading the Skippers to win it all again.

Minnetonka is State Champion!

Panthers Pounce But Skippers Prevail To Championship – 2/24/12


The Minnetonka Skippers advancing to the semi-final would face the Lakeville North Panthers at the Xcel Center.  This outcome of this game would determine who would play for the State Championship the next evening against Roseville.  These two teams had not played each other all season but had comparable records.

The first period began with ceremonial introductions of both teams.  Each school’s band was blaring and the student sections were cheering for their respective teams.  The puck dropped and the play went back and forth with the Panthers shooting on net early.  The Skippers were called for too many men on the ice at 11.15; the penalty kill unit would spring into action and work hard to stop Lakeville’s fierce backdoor attack.  The Panthers were unable to seize upon the opportunity and Tonka would go back to full strength.  At 8:02 Lakeville’s Savannah Krueger was called for holding and it would be the Skippers turn to leap on the power play, however, Tonka was also unsuccessful in its attempt on the one man advantage to put the puck into the net.  Play continued until 4:44 when Sidney Morin would be called for checking and the penalty kill would again fight out the Lakeville power play assailers.  The period would end 0-0 but the Skippers would find themselves out shot 9-7.

The teams returned back from the intermission between two periods and began battling with each other for the next seventeen minutes.  Each team shot on net several times but amazing goal tending by both Sydney Rossman and Cassie Alexander repelled each attempt.  The period didn’t produce any penalties for either team so each squad played hard to make something happen in the net.  The buzzer rang and Minnetonka had outshot Lakeville 13-5 but failed to take the lead.

The third period turned everything around providing the fans with what a State Tournament game should be.  Again no penalties were assessed so each team had to rely on quick line shifts, aggressive play and dependency on their goal tenders.  At 3:57 Lakeville struck with a goal by Riley Tousignant with an assist to Megan Skelly.  As the clock started to wind down, Tonka’s hope of repeating its state championship run were dwindling.  The necessary step of pulling the goalie occurred and for one heart stopping moment a shot by Lakeville on the empty net missed by inches.  Tonka was still in the game with the face off coming back into the Panthers zone.  With 20 seconds left on the clock, Sidney “Dust This” Morin was the hero as a fracas in the front of the net provided her the opportunity to get the goal with an assist to Laura Bowman and send the game into overtime.   The shots on net evened out more this period with Tonka leading 15-12 but the score was tied 1-1.

Eight minutes would be put on the clock for a sudden death overtime.  The Skippers renewed energy was a force in full swing as the pressure to keep the puck in the Lakeville zone continued.  A heads up play by goalie Sydney Rossman of coming out and playing the puck gave the Skippers the advantage.  At 6:21 Amy "Clutch" Petersen would put Tonka in the State Championship game as she scored the winning goal off assists from Sidney Morin and Sydney Rossman.  It was over; Minnetonka would face Roseville and continue its dream for back to back State Championships.  Total shots on net favored the Skippers 39-31 as well as the score 2-1.

Thanks again go out to Mr. Paul Rosen and the Minnetonka Band who kept the crowd going through such a nail biter, all the students who filled up the section, and many fans from the Minnetonka community.  

Tonka Advances to State Semifinals with Big Win over Eagan – 2/23/12


The Minnetonka Skippers returned to State Tournament action Thursday night at the Xcel Center, and defeated the Eagan Wildcats 4-1 in their quarterfinal match up.  Minnetonka was seeded #1 in the tournament, since they knocked out Benilde-St. Margaret’s in their Section 6AA final, and Roseville eliminated Hill-Murray in the Section 4AA final, thus leaving Tonka as the highest ranked team to make the tournament.  The Wildcats were not seeded, and according to media reports, out to prove they should have been.

The great Minnetonka band led the National Anthem, and the best mascot in the state, Michael “the Skipper” Korn, was on hand to fire up the fans.  As the game began, the Tonka seemed to take a few minutes to get used to the big stage and loosen up.  Eagan showed they had some good speed, and were led by Gopher recruit Megan Wolfe, who has a solid all-around game.  The Skippers began to dominate the action though, clanging several shots off the posts, and outshooting the Wildcats by a wide margin.  Finally nine minutes into the first period, Maggie Bazany was able to shove in a rebound after Hannah Behounek hit the crossbar on a shot from the point, and after Kira von Steinbergs also assisted in front.  As play continued in the period, Bazany would be called for a hooking penalty with about a minute and a half remaining.  Eagan applied a lot of pressure on this power play, and evened out the shots on goal, but Sydney Rossman held tough in the goal, and the Wildcats were not able to score as time ran out.

The second period began with the Wildcats having a short amount of time left on the power play, which the Skippers were able to handle without allowing a goal.  However, for the remainder of the second period, Minnetonka seemed on the defensive and allowed Eagan to step up and dominate.  Two minutes into the period the Wildcats took advantage as Lexi Wilson scored during a scrum in front of the net, assisted by Emily Johannes and Megan Juricho.  Eagan continued outplaying the Skippers, and outshot Tonka 8-4 for the period.  However, no more goals were scored, and the period ended with the score 1-1.

The Skippers came out more energized in the third period, and started playing their game again.  Less than three minutes in, Kelsey Crow scored the game winner on a sinking shot from the point.  Amy Petersen stepped in to screen the goalie perfectly, and Diana Draayer and Laura Bowman assisted on the goal.  A minute and a half later Eagan was called for a tripping penalty.  It took only 8 seconds for Laura Bowman to capitalize on this power play, as Sid Morin and Petersen moved the puck to Bowman on the doorstep, and she deftly stepped in front of the net and shot the puck off the far post and in.  As play continued, Minnetonka contained the Wildcats during the entire period, and held them to only 4 shots on goal.  The Skippers put the game out of reach twelve minutes into the period, as von Steinbergs scored an unassisted goal- with panache.  After stealing the puck with some aggressive forechecking, von Steinbergs took a shot from the circle.  The shot was deflected by a Wildcat defender high in the air, and the puck travelled a perfect arc over the stunned goalie’s shoulder and into the net.  Five minutes later, time ran out on Eagan, and the Skippers were on top! 

See you tonight, 8 pm at the Xcel, for the semifinal game against Lakeville North, who defeated Roseau 5-0 last night in their quarterfinal duel.  Go Tonka!

BOOM BOOM! Out Go The Knights! – 2/17/12


It was a repeat match up of last year’s Section Final and a rematch of two of the top teams in the state as the Minnetonka Skippers faced the Benilde St. Margaret’s Red Knights for the 6AA Championship.   The Skipper Nation emerged on the scene, the Pep Band blaring, the fans bursting in blue, and the team ready to play hockey.  This game was final step to the entrance of the Xcel Energy Center and the State Championship bracket.

Parade Ice Garden erupted as the first period began and both teams seemed to size up the logistics of each other’s game plan.   The Skippers was to not find itself trapped in its own zone, maintain control of the puck and stop BSM’s forwards attack.  The Red Knights was to rush and cycle, find the open man, and shoot the puck from all angles.  With just five minutes of play ticking off the clock, BSM’s goalie, Abbey Miller was called for tripping giving the Skippers the one man advantage on the power play.  However, just one minute later Sidney Morin was called for holding and the play went even strength 4 on 4.  The BSM penalty expired and Minnetonka’s penalty kill unit held strong.  Both teams had breakaway opportunities but neither blasted the puck into the net.  After too many men were found on the ice for BSM, the Skippers again went on the power play.  Sydney Baldwin and Laura Bowman assisted Amy Petersen in igniting the scoreboard with Tonka’s go ahead goal with little time left in the period.  Minnetonka would head to the locker room outshot by the Red Knights but with the lead 1-0.

The second period would find the Skippers not as forceful, as the Red Knights had found their composure and were resolved to own the next seventeen minutes.   Again the Skippers would call on its penalty kill unit to eliminate BSM’s threat of attack when Sidney Morin picked up a body checking penalty with 9:14 on the clock.   Minnetonka’s killers did the job, and the play went back to five on five with a face off in Minnetonka’s zone.  No sooner had the puck dropped than it found its way immediately to Liv Halverson’s stick.   The Red Knight defenseman shot off a blast that left the Skipper Nation with a “what just happened?” moment.   The Skippers regrouped with the support of its enthusiastic fan base and drew a penalty from Jackie Pieper allowing the power play unit an opportunity to go ahead before the buzzer.  The Red Knights penalty kill team had its own plans and the Skippers were unsuccessful and as the period ended were again outshot 10-5.   The hockey game would go into the third period tied 1-1 and 17 minutes would make the difference in someone’s season.

Both teams came back on the ice for the start of the third period.  The Red Knights again would use their speed and cycling to pin the Skippers in their own zone.  BSM’s skilled forwards were putting the puck on the net but each challenge was defused by Sydney Rossman who had her own version of the Hurt Locker.  With just 2:46 left, Ali Praus would be called for body checking and Minnetonka would have a one man advantage for nearly the rest of the game.  The power play unit failed to mortar out the winning goal and as the clock ticked away the Red Knights were satisfied in taking the game into overtime.  In regulation play, the Skippers were outshot almost 2x1 but Syd Rossman’s stellar play insured Minnetonka’s season had not ended yet.

Eight minutes was put on the clock for sudden death overtime, as the 4th period commenced with the Skippers finding renewed energy and determination.  Minnetonka raced to every loose puck and kept the pressure on BSM.  Just two minutes into play, a scrum, which means a brief and disorderly struggle, produced the fuse for Diana “Da Bomb” Draayer to detonate the winning goal and seal victory for Minnetonka.  The assist went to Laura “I’m tied up here someone get that puck” Bowman.  A pile of blue jerseys filled BSM’s crease as the Skippers were headed back to State with the opportunity to capture another Championship Title.

Many thanks go out to Mr. Paul Rosen and the Minnetonka Pep Band, all the Minnetonka Youth Players and their parents, the MHS student body, and the entire Minnetonka Community who attended the game, for a great “Blue Out” and for being loud and proud of the MHS Girls Hockey program.  

As the team heads to State and the Xcel Energy Center, one phrase holds true, “We’re BBBBAAACCCCKKKK!”

Tonka D-feats Buffalo and Heads to Section Finals – 2/15/12


The Skippers D-livered in Wednesday night’s Sectional semi-final game at Parade Ice Garden, and beat a D-termined Buffalo Bison team with a final score of 3-0.  It was a repeat of last year’s match up, and with similar results, as the talented Minnetonka squad outskated Buffalo throughout the game, and Sidney Rossman D-fied them in goal.  

Tonka set a fast pace in the first period, and forced Buffalo to mostly play D-fense.  The Skippers were cycling well in Buffalo’s zone, and D-ploying a lot of quality shots.  Sydney “Bal-D” Baldwin scored the first (and winning) goal five minutes into the period.  The puck came to Baldwin, who had pinched in from the point, and she ripped one of her patented snap shots, that D-flected off the post and into the net.  Minnetonka outshot Buffalo 18-4 for the period, but with about ten seconds left in the period, the Bison had one of their best chances of the game to score, as they D-barked into the zone two on one.  However, Rossman D-railed their opportunity with a big save, and the period ended with the Skippers leading 1-0.

After dominating the first period, it seemed likely that Minnetonka would wear down the Buffalo D-fense, and start a scoring spree- especially when three minutes into the second period, D-iana D-raayer scored a beautiful tip-in goal off a pass from Sid Morin (also assisted by Baldwin).  Morin saw Draayer open on the right post, and fired a pass that Draayer tipped into the upper shelf.  However, D-spite that goal, the Bison hung tough for the rest of the game, and would not let the Skippers put the game out of reach.  The second period ended with Minnetonka barely outshooting Buffalo 10-9, and leading by a score of 2-0.

The third period had nine shots on goal for each team, but was D-void of many D-cent scoring chances, as Buffalo continued fighting to D-fend against the Skippers, but could not D-vise much offense.  The Bison finally pulled their goalie as time was running out, but this only resulted in another goal for Tonka, as Baldwin grabbed a loose puck, carried it down ice, and D-stroyed Buffalo’s chances with the empty goal.  Baldwin’s second goal and third point of the game left no room for D-bate:  D came up big in D-ciding this game.

D-scend on the Parade Ice Garden at 8 pm Friday night and join the other D-voted Tonka fans as the Skippers face the Benilde-St. Margaret Red Knights for the Sectional finals.  The Section Champion will be D-clared, and a trip to the State Tournament is on the line!

Skippers Reverse Current on AC – 2/11/12


Facing each other for the first time, Minnetonka and Armstrong Cooper came into Parade Ice Garden with the astute awareness someone’s season would be continuing and the other’s would be ending.  The opening festivities included introductions of each player on both squads with the starting lines announced last which clearly charged up both crowds.  Sectionals were in full swing, this game was the last of the evening, and there was electricity in the air. 

The first period was quite a battle of movement and interaction as each team attempted to “generate” some offensive strikes.  AC came out strong and constantly battled for the puck with sometimes three individuals attempting to trap a Skipper down low near the net.  Towards the end of the period, Hannah Behounek was called for an interference penalty and Minnentonka went on the penalty kill for the remaining time on the clock.  The Falcons tested Sydney Rossman’s resolve but they discovered she came to the arena with positive energy as she repulsed all attempts on her net.  The buzzer sounded and AC had out shot Minnetonka 8-4 and would remain on the power play when play resumed.

Still on the penalty kill, the Skippers were synchronous and drew a penalty to go on their own power play.  It wasn’t until 11:37, Sidney Morin dusted off a sniper shot top shelf past Ashley Ritten to score Minnetonka’s first goal.  The goal was assisted by Laura Bowman and Sydney Baldwin.  Again the Skippers would draw another penalty and send out its power play unit but it did not have the effect the fans were hoping.  Almost 8 minutes later, Sydney Baldwin with a cross pass from her D-Line partner Sidney Morin discharged a shot that rocketed past the AC players.  Maggie Bazany would be called for a roughing penalty near the Falcon’s net and the penalty kill unit would come on the ice with less than 2 minutes to go in the period.  However, the AC squad would get quite a shock as Laura Bowman bolted up the ice on an Amy Petersen icing and scored a wrap around shorthanded goal just 20 seconds into the penalty.  The Skippers seemed to have recharged their batteries between the periods as they outshot the Falcons 18-3 and would head off to the locker room with a 3-0 lead.

The third period began like the second had ended with Tonka lighting it up some more. Laura Bowman would get her second goal of the game with some help from Diana Draayer.  The play resumed its back and forth trend similar to the beginning of the game and with less than 10 minutes left to play, Hadley Cookson would pick up a roughing penalty.  The Falcons went on the power play and found success has Mari Verbeten put a shot on net that was deflected off a Skipper’s stick and floated past Sydney Rossman.  This mishap only seemed to amplify the Skippers desires to put some more points on the board.  Diana Draayer had another textbook tip in goal off a pass from Laura Bowman and set up by Sydney Baldwin.   Shortly after that goal, Holly Korn would find the back of the net with a backhand shot off passes from Emma Krueger and Kelsey Crow, making the final tally 6-1.  Ali Randall would find her name on the score sheet as she was called for a holding penalty near the end of the game.  However, with the clock winding down it was obvious the Skippers had pulled the plug on the Falcon’s season.  

A special thank you goes out the decorating committee that sent the girls to Parade Ice Garden in style with the best looking bus and to Mrs. Cookson for some after game treats that clearly was an amount of food having an energy-producing value of one large calorie!

Next up the Buffalo Bisons on Wednesday, February 15th at Parade Ice Garden!
Breck Girls Shine in Win over Minnetonka – 2/7/12


The Skippers travelled to the Anderson Ice Arena Tuesday night to brush up their skills against the Breck Mustangs, and came away with a 2-1 loss.  It was the final regular season game, and a highly anticipated match-up between Class A top ranked Breck (and its equally respected and well-coiffed assistant coaching crew), and Minnetonka who is currently ranked #4 in Class AA.

Both teams put in a solid first period, but there was no scoring.  Minnetonka’s first line was gelling particularly well, moving the puck nicely and keeping play mostly in the Mustang’s zone.  However, many of Minnetonka’s best opportunities throughout the game ended with shots sprayed wide of the net, and the period ended with Breck having the shots on goal advantage by 7-5.

Seven minutes into the second period, Breck finally opened the scoring.  After breaking into the Skippers’ zone, the Mustangs managed to bounce the puck around and cause enough confusion in front of the net for Kate Schipper to find the goal, assisted by Anna Zumwinkle.  The period ended with few further opportunities for scoring, as the defense and goaltending for both teams was strong.  The score was 1-0 Breck, and Minnetonka was outshot by a hair again 10-8 for the period.

The Skippers wasted no time trimming Breck’s lead in the third, as they immediately put major pressure on the Mustangs, and 25 seconds into the period Syd "Baldy" Baldwin banged the puck into the upper corner for a goal, assisted by Diana Draayer.  But unfortunately for the Skippers, the tie would not last long, as two minutes later future Gopher Milica McMillen would cut up ice, bob and weave through the defense, and dipsey-doo the puck in front of the net, where Prentice Basten slipped it past Hannah Ehresmann for the go ahead goal.  Ehresmann made several key saves to keep Minnetonka in the game as the period progressed, and Breck’s goaltender Taylor Neisen also held tough for the Mustangs (shots on goal for the period were Breck 13, Minnetonka 12).  With a minute remaining the Skippers pulled their goalie for an extra skater, but the last strand of hope broke as time ran out, and Breck prevailed 2-1.

It was a great hockey game, and excellent preparation for the upcoming Sectional playoffs. The Skippers face Robbinsdale Armstrong/Cooper in the first round of Sectional play this Saturday night, 6:45 pm at Parade Ice Garden.  Bring your body, comb through your contacts for any potential fans, and bring them all down to do the Wave and cheer Tonka on to victory!

Senior Skippers Bid Farewell with a “Bear Hug” to Blake – 2/4/12


The last home game for the 2011-2012 Skipper Nation was Senior Recognition night against the Blake Bears.   The team showed tribute to those Senior girls and parents for all their hard work and dedication to the Minnetonka Girls Hockey program.  Amidst the pictures, cake, autograph books, and tears, a hockey game still needed to be played and with the momentum the team has shown in the past two weeks, they came to play.

From the start of the first period, the Skippers were strong.  Within the first two minutes of the game, Laura Bowman struck first “clawing” her way through the defenders by the net and scoring Tonka’s first goal.  The forwards and defensemen kept the puck in the Blake zone making it difficult for them to make personnel changes and get to the neutral zone.  At the 12:35 minute mark on the clock, Diana Draayer scored the Skippers second goal with assists from Kelsey Crow and Amy Petersen.  The Bears tried to regroup, however, this wasn’t your average salmon stream as four minutes later Maggie Bazany buried the puck for Tonka’s third goal with less than one-half of the period being over.  Hannah Behounek and Kira von Steinbergs set up the play and were awarded the assists.   Amy Petersen put her name on goal number four as Sydney Baldwin and Laura Bowman provided the assists.  It became apparent that the frustration of the flow of the game was beginning to annoy the Blake players and an ensuing penalty put the Skippers on the power play.   The penalty kill unit for Blake set up a “bear trap” as Karlie Lund was able to steal the puck and drive down ice for a shorthanded upper shelf goal with just 41 seconds left in the period.  The buzzer went off and the Skippers lead 4-1 with a shot differential of 9-6 in favor of the Skippers.

The second period the Skippers seemed out of sync versus their robust performance of the first period.  Subtle mistakes and better team play and goal tending by Blake put Tonka back on their heels for a little while.  As the clock continued to run the Skippers intensity came back and although the team did find the back of the net in the second period, they outshot Blake 12-3. 

All the players wanted a win for the last home game for its Seniors, all four forward lines, both defensemen lines, and the G-Core committed to bearing down on Blake.  Half way through final period Laura Bowman struck again past the paws of Tory Johnson to score Tonka’s final goal, assists to Amy Petersen and Sidney Morin.  The final score was 5-1 and the Skippers out shot Blake 11-5 in the 3rd period for a total of 32-11.  

As we bid farewell to Hadley, Kira, Megan, Ali, and Mariah, all the best from the coaches, players, parents, and fans!  We will miss you and your parents at Pagel.   Good luck with all your future endeavors!

Skippers Rule the Lake Again with Commanding Victory over Eden Prairie – 2/2/12


The Skippers skated to a convincing 6-1 win over the Eden Prairie Eagles Tuesday night at Pagel Arena, and secured the Lake Conference title with a dominant performance.  Coming into the game, Minnetonka and Edina were tied with 13 points at the top, and the Skippers knew that a win or tie in the final Conference game against Eden Prairie would give them the title all by themselves.  Minnetonka clearly wanted the victory, and brought their “A” game.

Tonka’s first line set the pace from the start, and Eden Prairie was immediately put back on their heels.  Minnetonka was moving the puck extremely well, overwhelming the Eagles defense with their forechecking, and confusing Eden Prairie with their effective cycling in the offensive zone.  Just minutes into the first period, after a pass from the other point from Sydney Baldwin, Sid Morin ripped a wrister that found the back of the net.  Then a minute later, Hadley Cookson scored what would prove to be the game winner when she scooped up Kira von Steinberg’s rebound and shot it past Eden Prairie’s McKenzie Johnson in goal.  The Eagles then fought back with an unassisted goal by Angie Heppelmann, which briefly lifted their spirits and play.  However, assisted by Laura Bowman and Morin, Diana Draayer scored a few minutes later, and the period ended with Minnetonka leading 3-1, and outshooting the Eagles 21-5.

The Skippers started the second period on a power play, and took little time to take advantage of it.  A minute in, Amy Petersen passed the puck back to Morin at the point, who sent a perfect pass to Bowman on the doorstep, and Bowman rang the bell to make it 4-1.  Minnetonka was in control, and there were few opportunities allowed for Eden Prairie from this point on.  Baldwin would close out the period with a blistering shot for a goal, set up by passes from Bowman and Petersen.

The third period had several good scoring chances for the Skippers, but Morin was the only player to find the net.  Eleven minutes into the period, Petersen passed it to Morin who was breaking in the right side of the zone.  Morin brought the puck in deep, and scored her second goal of the game with a low, hard shot inside the far post.  The game ended with Minnetonka outshooting Eden Prairie 41-14, a final score of 6-1, and with the Skippers securing the Conference Champion banner for the third year in a row.

Congratulations to the JV team as well, who beat the Eden Prairie JV squad 3-1.

The Skippers will play their final home game this Saturday, February 4 and will be honoring the Class of 2012 before the game. Puck drops at 2:00 pm, while the Senior Recogition event will take place at 1:45.

Skippers Leave Edina “Green with Envy” – 1/25/12


For the Minnetonka team, it was time to take the lesson learned from the last game and apply it to Hornets.  It was Youth night at Pagel and with a spirited crowd cheering on the Skippers, both teams took to the ice in warm up.  It was classic Minnetonka versus Edina.

The first period clearly showed this was a different Skippers team that we have seen, the girls came out ready to play, intense, focused, and fast.  Edina’s game plan was predictable, double team in the red zone and play physical; however,  Tonka did not let up or panic with the puck, every shift seemed methodical.   Both teams shot the puck throughout the first period but the goal tending of Sydney Rossman and Maddie Dahl seemed to be steadfast.  The buzzer sounded and the score was still 0-0 with the shot differential favoring the Skippers by 2 (10-8).

Pagel is Minnetonka’s house and in the second period the Skippers made sure Edina was well aware they were “guests.”   At the 6:38 mark on the clock, the first line took control as Laura Bowman put the puck past Maddie Dahl (assisted by Amy Petersen and Diana Draayer).  Less than two minutes later, Holly “Wingspan” Korn scored her second goal of the season as she found a rebound in the crease and put her name on it.    The intensity increased as the Hornets were now on the receiving end of a “sting” as the Skippers pierced again with a power play goal by Laura Bowman with less than a minute left in the period.  The goal was set up by Amy Petersen and Sidney Morin.   Tonka now had the lead 3-0 and the shots were 9-8 in favor of the Skippers.

The third period the Skippers maintained their game plan of challenging for every loose puck, maintaining possession and clearing the zone.  The play went back and forth as each team had opportunities with power plays and tested penalty kill units.  As the clock started to wind down and it appeared that the Skippers were controlling the game to the very end.  With no other option, Edina pulled their goalie for the last minute and a half.  With six skaters facing her, Sydney Rossman reigned supreme as the “Queen Bee” in net as the Hornets outshot the Skippers by 1 but failed to find access.     When the buzzer sounded the Skippers had played some of the best hockey seen this season, three periods of solid strength and team unity.   The final score favored Tonka 3-0 and the shot count was 19-16.

After the victory, the Skippers enjoyed some well deserved time with the next generation of players.   It was a great Youth Night and for all that enter into the Minnetonka Youth Hockey program the creed is simple 1) Have fun, 2) Learn about the game of Hockey and team play and 3) always beat Edina!  Many thanks to the 10U Youth teams for a great tunnel and to Michael Korn for being the ultimate “Skipper” for the fans!

Next action for the Skippers is on Thursday, February 2 vs. Eden Prairie in the final Lake Conference game for Minnetonka. Join us at 5pm (JV) and 7pm (Varsity)!

Wayzata Wins One from the Skippers – 1/24/12


The Minnetonka Skippers hosted the Wayzata Trojans Tuesday night at Pagel, and started their new semester with a lesson on the value of hard work.  Wayzata came into the game with no conference wins, but earned their first with a 3-1 victory over heavily favored Minnetonka.  The Skippers were caught off guard, and witnesses report that instead of arriving by bus, Wayzata rolled into townin a huge wooden horse, cleverly filled with determined,physical, and inspired players.
 
Wayzata made it clear in the first period that they came to play, while the Skippers seemed to lack full intensity.  Wayzata outshot Minnetonka in the period, and had more legitimate scoring chances.  Five minutes into the period, Jessie Smith opened the scoring for the Trojans off a rebound from Taylor Kramer’s screened shot from the point.  The period ended with Wayzata up 1-0.
 
The Skippers came out of the locker room for the second period with more fight in their eyes, and Kelsey Crow wasted little time in putting Minnetonka on the scoreboard.  Less than a minute in, Amy Petersen passed to Hannah Behounek, who shot on net.  Crow dug at the loose rebound and shoved it in to tie the game.  However, a few minutes later Diana Draayer was called for one of the few penalties of the game, and Wayzata capitalized on the opportunity.  With just six seconds remaining in the power play, Kaycie Palesch fired a slap shot from the point that deflected off a stick and into the net.  Fired up by this goal, Wayzata continued to play tough, and managed to score again.  Thirteen minutes into the period,Allie Fischer shot from the right side of the net, and the puck was again deflected in front and past Hannah Ehresmann in goal.
 
Now trying to make up a two goal deficit, Minnetonka played a fierce third period, outshooting the Trojans 16-1.  The Skippers kept the puck in Wayzata’s zone for the majority of the period, and created numerous scoring opportunities.  However, riding stellar goaltending by Paige Marcy, and using physical play to overcome Minnetonka’s speed advantage as well as shut down chances in front of the net, Wayzata came through the period unscathed (unless there were injuries from their boisterous post-game celebration).  
 
The Wayzata JV team also defeated Minnetonka’s JV team, with a score of 7-1.

Cement Pond Hockey Day in Minnesota – 1/21/12


As much as Mother Nature interfered with the venue of Hockey Day in Minnesota, her efforts did not impede the second match up between the Skippers and the Hopkins Royals.  Facing each other for the second time this year and the game being televised compounded each team to bring their best game to the indoor ice. 

The first few minutes of the game the Skippers didn’t seem to adhere to each other but a win by Kelsey Crow in a skirmish on the side boards kept the puck in the Royals zone and allowed Kira von Steinbergs to put it past Erin O’Neil for the Skippers first goal at 13:05.  Hopkins first line came back less than 2 minutes later with Corbin Boyd found herself face to face with Sydney Rossman with a great pass from Jilliane DeYoung and the other assist going to Mari Mankey; she tied the game 1-1.  It was at this point the spectators acknowledged this game may turn into a concrete battle.   The play went back and forth as each team attempted to strike again at each other’s net, however, with just 1:17 left in the first period, the combination of Sidney Morin, Amy Petersen, and Diana Draayer scored Tonka’s second goal with the beautifully executed textbook off the stick “toe” tip in.   As the buzzer went off shortly afterwards, the Skippers had the lead 2-1 but the shots on net were tied 6-6.

As the new rules governing appropriate play conditions is enforced, the second period was the “penalty period” as both Hopkins and Tonka’s penalty kill and power play units had their opportunities to showcase their skills.  Neither team was able to score on the advantage but Laura Bowman picked up her first goal of the game, even-strength at 9:34 on the clock.  Amy Petersen grabbed another assist of the season as the formidable pair bonded once again to given the Skippers a two goal margin.   Minnetonka and Hopkins retreated to their locker rooms with the Skippers leading 3-1 and also had 3 more shots on net than the Royals, 11-8.

The third period was Sydney Rossman’s showcase of skill and head’s up goal tending.  The Skippers had a penalty kill as a result of Kira von Steinberg’s penalty and Rossman had 3 saves in one offensive scrum in front of the net.  She finally had the opportunity to cover the puck and receive such much deserved kudos from her teammates.  Her head’s up play shut down the Royals as they made attempt after attempt on net.   Finally during the same effort, Laura Bowman was able to intercept an off pass by the Hopkins players and score her second shorthanded goal of the season at 10:14 of the period.  At this point in time it was becoming clear that Tonka’s experience, size, and skill were dominating the game.  Hopkins continued to test our goal efforts and again Syd Rossman didn’t disappoint, she continued to thwart off shot after shot.  As with the boys’ game, a hat trick was also part of the menu for the girls’ game.  Laura Bowman off a shot by Sydney Baldwin scored her third goal of the game and sealed Tonka’s victory of 5-1 over Hopkins.  

It was another conference victory for the Skippers and a great hockey day in Minnetonka, Minnesota as both boys and girls Varsity teams ended the weekend triumphant.  Unfortunately, in the earlier JV matchup Minnetonka fell to Hopkins 3-1. Many thanks to the 14UAs for providing the tunnel for the girls and kicking off the festivities for the program!

Next up, the Skippers host the Wayzata Trojans at the Pagel Activity Center on Tuesday, January 24. JV action starts at 5pm, while the varsity plays at 7pm.

Skippers Top Eagles in Long Road Out of Eden Prairie – 1/14/12


Minnetonka faced the Eden Prairie Eagles Saturday night and came away with a 3-2 victory over the fellow Lake Conference opponent.  Playing at home, the Eagles made the game no Peaceful Easy Feeling for Minnetonka, with solid defense and tenacious forechecking.  Minnetonka’s offense was not at its playmaking best, but the Skippers’ speed and depth of talent proved enough in the end.  Shots on goal for the game were Minnetonka with 26, and Eden Prairie 21.

The first period saw few scoring chances for either team, with the exception of a breakaway opportunity for the Eagles that was shut down by Minnetonka’s Hannah Ehresmann in goal.  Five minutes into the second period Laura Bowman put the Skippers on the board with a great individual effort.  After winning the face-off in the left offensive circle, she gathered in the puck, and fired off a quick shot over the shoulder of Eden Prairie goalie McKenzie Johnson.  The Eagles showed their talons five minutes later, when forward Charly Dahlquist shot on goal from close in and Ehresmann thought she had it covered.  Instead, the puck sat tantalizingly on the goal line behind her for several seconds.  Finally Angie Heppelmann was able to get to the puck first and poke it in.  Then less than a minute later, Eden Prairie’s Karissa Olsen put the Eagles up 2-1 with a great upper corner shot from a tough angle while rushing in the far right side of the zone.  It looked like Eden Prairie would enter the second intermission with the lead, but with a minute left in the period Hadley Cookson grabbed the puck, rushed down the left side, cut to the center entering the Eden Prairie zone, and sniped a shot like a Desperado into the left upper corner to tie it up 2-2.

The third period began with Eden Prairie’s Michelle Jamar receiving a tripping penalty early on, but the Skippers were unable to capitalize on it.  Then about six minutes into the period, Darby Flatley was called for an interference penalty.  After 30 seconds of controlling the puck in the Minnetonka zone, Eden Prairie fumbled the puck at the point.  Bowman pounced, poke checked it past the defense, and then it was Life in the Fast Lane.  As she flew in on the goal all alone, Bowman saw open net on the right side and she calmly shot it in.  This would prove to be the winning goal (the game was Already Gone), as neither team would find the net again, even with the Eagles pulling their goalie for an extra skater with one minute remaining.  As the final horn sounded, anxious Skippers fans could finally Take It Easy.

Minnetonka’s JV team also came away with a victory, beating Eden Prairie 3-2.

After a short hiatus for final exams, the Skippers will be back in action on Hockey Day Minnesota. To the disappointment of many, the outdoor venue has been changed to the Pagel Activity Center. Game time remains the same: Saturday at 4:30pm vs. Hopkins.

Havoc in the Hornet’s Nest – 1/10/12


Where many of the players and parents are friends and former teammates the “game on, friendship off” switch was flipped and the much awaited matchup between Minnetonka and Edina turned out to be an all heart nothing left battle.

With the Edina Pep Band pumping up volume and the crowd on both sides of Braemar Arena, the puck dropped and this fierce rivalry began.  The Edina game plan was to come out fast and furious pressuring whoever and wherever the puck was up and down the ice.  Minnetonka was putting the puck on net much more than Edina in the first few minutes of the game, however, could not ring the red light.  The Skippers had to call on its penalty kill unit with 7:13 left on the clock when Darby Flatley was called for a hooking penalty.  Tonka had its own formula of pesticide when it shut down Edina’s scoring threat and then drew two penalties for its own benefit (Megan Armstrong for interference and Riley Anderson for tripping) giving the Skippers a 5 on 3 advantage.  The power play unit took the ice and continued to shoot on net but Edina released its own alarm pheromones as its forwards were relentless in standing in the puck’s path.  Even though many shot attempts ricocheted off green socks, Tonka continued to maintain control of the puck in the Hornets’ zone, but ultimately coming up short with Edina going to full strength.  The period ended scoreless and a shot differential of only 1 with Tonka having 10 and Edina 9.

At the beginning of the second period a scrum in front of the net found the puck free on Sarah Nielsen’s stick allowing her to score for Edina (assists to Taylor Williamson and Hannah Burns). It was the sting that the Hornets were hoping to inflict first as they took the lead 1-0.  The play was not smooth sailing for the Skippers as the passing lanes seemed to diminish continually and Edina controlled the tempo of the game.  Laura Bowman drew a penalty for interference at 7:27 on the clock.  The penalty kill unit prevailed by icing the puck and keeping the Hornets out of the crease.  When the zamboni door went up, the Hornets had outshot the Skippers 9 – 5 and held the lead still 1-0.

Returning from the locker room, the Skippers quickly drew a penalty at the start of the third period when Shelby Anderson was called for tripping.  Tonka once again went on the power play but the heads-up goaltending of Maddie Dahl kept the Skippers from tying the game.  However, at 11:15 Hannah Behounek put a shot on net which created a scramble of players grappling for the puck.  Kira von Steinbergs shot the loose puck into the net with assists going to Hadley Cookson and Laura Bowman.    With the game now tied, every shift, every pass, every battle, and every shot kept the crowd on edge.  The clock continued to wind down and it looked like overtime was inevitable.  The score was tied 1-1 when the buzzer rang and so were the shots on net with each team having 11 in the third.

Sudden death overtime was announced and each team huddled to derive their strategy for the next 8 minutes.  The referees introduced the “let ‘em play” philosophy as the only reason the whistle blew was for icing or a frozen puck.   The fervor of the spectators continued to build as each team kept striving to find the players with the freshest legs for the next 45 seconds.   The Skippers called a time out with 3.8 seconds left on the clock to devise a play with a face off in Edina’s zone, however, a tipped pass allowed a Hornet player to hold it up against the boards, content to settle for the tie.  The Skippers outshot the Hornets 4-3 but the total shots on net for the game favored Edina 33-31.

Both teams retreated to their respective locker rooms after a long hard fought contest.  The Skippers stayed to cheer on the 14UAs in their battle against Edina Green.  It ended up being a good day for Minnetonka overall as the Skipper Nation left the Hornet’s Nest with a 2-1 victory for the JV, the 3-1 victory for the 14UAs, and the Varsity tie!  The rematch at Pagel will be on Saturday, January 28, also MYHA Youth Night. In the meantime, Minnetonka will travel to Eden Prairie this Saturday for their final Lake Conference road game. Game times are 5pm and 7pm for JV and Varsity.

Skippers Sail Past Wayzata – 1/7/12

Minnetonka won their second conference game on the road this week by defeating the Wayzata Trojans 3-2 Saturday afternoon at Plymouth Ice Arena.  The Skippers dictated play throughout the game, outshot Wayzata 32-10, but allowed two late goals that made for an exciting finish.

The first period went by without any scoring.  Neither team was able to put much offense together, but Minnetonka outshot Wayzata 7-2.  Finally seven minutes into the second period, the lethal combination of Amy Petersen and Laura Bowman put the Skippers on the board.  Bowman slipped a pass to Petersen, who unleashed a quick wrister to the upper corner.  Three minutes later Diana Draayer grabbed a strange carom off the side boards and sent a pass to Sydney Baldwin at the point.  Baldwin then unleashed a bullet to the high glove side, making it 2-0 Minnetonka.

Half the third period had gone by before any more scoring, but the Skippers then struck again.  Hadley Cookson fed a pass to Hannah Behounek at the point, Behounek fired a hard shot on goal, and Kira von Steinbergs neatly tipped it through the five hole.  Shortly thereafter, Wayzata was given a five on three power play opportunity on penalties to Behounek and Sid Morin.  But when they failed to capitalize on it, the game seemed out of reach.  However, perhaps that feeling led to some overconfidence for the Skippers, as Wayzata managed to walk in with two minutes remaining and cause enough confusion in front of the net for Mara Dougherty to pound in a goal.  This seemed to spark the Trojan offense, as a minute later they forced Minnetonka to cough up the puck in their zone, and Allie Fischer scored to make it a 3-2 game with 38 seconds remaining.  The Skippers then called a time out, calmed down, and finished the game without providing any further chances for Wayzata to score.

In JV action, Minnetonka fell to Wayzata by a score of 7-1.

Skippers hockey continues on the road next Tuesday night as they face the Edina Hornets at Braemar arena. 

Giving Hopkins the Royal Treatment – 1/3/12


Coming off their sensational performance at the Kaposia Tournament, the Skippers began the conference schedule with their cross-Williston Road rival the Hopkins Royals.   From the initial puck drop, it was evident to all that this game would be fast paced and it was vital to win all the loose puck battles.  With no score at the end of the 1st period, very few face offs and a tie on shots on net (each team having 5), the Skippers displayed great coordination and competence with “on the fly” line changes.

The second period the Skippers would began their “reign” of tearing up the ice, as the dynamic duo of Amy Petersen and Laura Bowman (KARE 11’s Athlete of the week) would connect as they have done all season to give Tonka its first goal of the game with 10:17 left on the clock.  Less than three minutes later, it would be Hadley Cookson off a pass from Kira von Steinbergs that would give Tonka another goal making the score 2-0 in favor of the Skippers.  The shots on net favored the Skippers going into the end of the period 12-8 and some breathing room with the lead.  Both teams had pressured the scoring zone with shots, however, players seemed to be more than willing to step in front of a very fast piece of frozen rubber blocking attempt after attempt.

The history between these two teams is never to take anything for granted so for the third period the Skippers would continue to play strong by pressuring the puck and denying Hopkins’ fast forwards rush attempts to cut into the crease.  The defense, along with some strong back checking by the forwards, forced the Royals to continue to keep up the puck on the outside near the boards.   Laura Bowman would again be supreme by scoring Tonka’s 3rd goal off a pass from Sidney Morin and Amy Petersen.  Five minutes later, the Skippers would depend on its penalty kill unit as Diana Draayer picked up a hooking call.  Tonka held strong as they continued to ice the puck and lean on Sydney Rossman’s skill in goal.  Once the Skippers were at full strength Ali Freie from Hopkins would get called for a tripping penalty.  Tonka would score on its power play due to a heads up play by goalie Sydney Rossman coming out to play the puck with an on tape pass to Amy Petersen in the neutral zone that started the scoring opportunity.  Amy brought the puck into the red zone quickly passing it to Sidney Morin who would find Sydney Baldwin in the slot on the right side for one of her “bet you won’t see it” goals.  The penalty kill unit would be called out one more time for the final seconds of the game as Darby Flatley was called for cross checking.  The shots on net pretty much evened out again for the third period with Tonka only outshooting Hopkins by 1.  The final score was 4-0 with Sydney Rossman adding another shut out to her 2011-2012 season resume and Amy Petersen ringing up another 3 assists defining her as the Playmaker Queen!  The two teams will face each other once more at Hockey Day in Minnesota but next up will be the Wayzata Trojans at Plymouth.

The JV squad battled Hopkins to a 1-1 tie through regulation and overtime.

The Skippers continue Lake Conference action on Saturday with 12:30 (JV) and 2:30 (Varsity) games against Wayzata at the Plymouth Ice Center. 

Minnetonka Repeats as Kaposia Champs with another Win over Warroad – 12/31/11


For the third year in a row the Skippers faced the Warroad Warriors in the finals of the Kaposia Classic, and for the second year in a row came away Champions.  The battle was hard fought, but Minnetonka played some of their best hockey of the year in overcoming the tough Warrior team.

After a lot of back and forth action, Warroad opened the scoring 12 minutes into the first period with a nice two on one pass play from Marvin to Gardner.  With no further scoring in the period, the Skippers went into the first intermission trailing 1-0.

It did not take long for Minnetonka to even things up though, as 4 minutes into the second period Amy Petersen deftly stripped a Warrior defenseman of the puck on the right side, took a few strides, slipped a perfect pass to Laura Bowman, and Bowman one-timed it into the upper corner.  Four minutes later, Bowman struck again with assists from Petersen and Diana Draayer.  This time Bowman rushed the net like a scalded dog, and hammered home Petersen’s rebound.  But only 2 minutes later, Warroad struck back, as Gardner received a pass from Marvin, danced through a few Skippers on the way up ice, and ripped a shot past Syd Rossman’s blocker.

In the third period, Minnetonka’s speed and depth seemed to finally catch up to Warroad, who relied heavily on their first line all game.  Minnetonka’s first line was firing on all cylinders, and scored 7 minutes into the period after Bowman rushed it up the left side, pulled up and slid a pass to Petersen in the center, who fired a low shot into the back of the net.  Then one minute later, Maggie Bazany rushed up ice on a two on one, and fired a shot in the goal on the short side after the goalie moved too early (assisted by Hadley Cookson and Kira von Steinbergs).  

“Kaposia” was an Indian settlement in South St. Paul, but it was also known as “Little Crow’s Village”.  This is particularly fitting since Kelsey Crow iced the championship with the next goal.  After a pass from Petersen, Crow lobbed a shot through traffic from the point and into the net, which put Minnetonka up by three.  Warroad scored a goal with 2 seconds remaining (on the power play, and pulling their goalie) making the final score 5-3, but that did not detract from the Tonka win.  

Congratulations to all the Skippers on playing great hockey, repeating as Kaposia Classic Champions, and beating three of the top ranked teams in the process!  

Tonka Advances to Finals with Win over Roseville – 12/30/11


The Skippers handed top ranked Roseville Raiders their second loss of the season Friday night with a 4-0 shut out win.  The Raiders played without two of their star players, as Lee Stecklein and Kate Flug were playing in the Under 18 World Championships, and with their absence Minnetonka breezed to victory.

After 11 minutes of play dominated by the Skippers, Amy Petersen opened the scoring with a beautiful upper corner shot while breaking in the right side.  The next goal came 5 minutes into the second period on a great individual effort by Hannah Behounek.  She carried the puck in the left side and let go a hard shot, body blocked her own rebound, and hammered home the goal in front of the net.

The third period was Laura Bowman’s, as 5 minutes in she brought the puck from behind the net, paused for a hole to open, and slipped the puck past the Roseville goalie.  Then 9 minutes into the period, Bowman tipped Syd Baldwin’s shot from the point (also assisted by Sid Morin), which the goalie saved, and then rammed in her own rebound. 

Hannah Ehresmann made some excellent saves in earning another shut out, while Minnetonka outshot Roseville 31-15 for the game.

A Second Helping of PI-oneer! – 12/29/11


After a long hiatus from scheduled games and reeling from the defeat to the Alumni, the Skippers welcomed the start of the Kaposia Tournament.  The first game was to be against Hill Murray, the team that handed Minnetonka a 5-4 loss.  The Pioneers would be without Hannah Brandt so the Skippers would test the remainder of the Pioneers talent pool.  

The start of the 1st period, the Skippers seemed a little bit “unsettled” as they play somewhat reserved.   Both teams seemed to be sizing each other’s play up for awhile as several rushes and breakouts were thwarted by both defenses.  Hill Murray was seeking to double team on the puck carrier especially in the Tonka zone but as the clock reached less than 12 minutes left in the first period Laura Bowman put the puck into the net off of Amy Petersen’s pass with Syndey Baldwin setting up the play with the initial assist.   Towards the end of the period, Tonka’s penalty kill unit would be challenged as Maggie Bazany picked up a tripping penalty.   The shots on net depicted how much of a back and forth struggle it was for both teams as the differential was only 1 shot with Tonka having 6 and the Pioneers with 5.  Tonka headed to the locker room with a 1-0 lead.

The second period, the penalty kill unit did an outstanding job along with goalie Sydney Rossman, denying Hill Murray the back of the net.   Still clinging to the 1-0 lead, the Skippers started to take charge when Sydney Baldwin rocketed a shot past the goalie off a pass from Laura Bowman and Amy Petersen.   Six Minutes later Laura Bowman clanged a shot off the side pipe and scored her second goal of the game off an assist from Sidney Morin.   The shot differential again was very close with Skippers outshooting the Pioneers by two, however, that shot differential added to the score ending the period with Tonka leading 3-0.

The Skippers came out in the third period and controlled the tempo of the game from start to finish.  It was apparent they were home on the range.  Most of the action was in the Pioneer’s community section.  Some stellar saves by Alexys Woodward of Hill Murray kept the Pioneers in the game.  However, the Skippers added another goal off a power play opportunity as Maggie Bazany put the puck in the net off of pass from Amy Petersen and Sidney Morin.  Amy had earned herself a playmaker for the game and Tonka increased their lead 4-0.   The score seemed to calm the Tonka parents but the girls weren’t satisfied as Darby Flatley added another goal for Tonka with assists credit to Maggie Bazany and Hadley Cookson.  The Skippers redeemed themselves in the shots on net category outshooting the Pioneers 33-16.  Hill Murray had been the only team this season to outshoot Tonka.  Three Skippers were honored as stars after the game, best defensive player went to Sydney Rossman (congrats on another shut out), best offensive player was Maggie Bazany, and best overall player was Tonka’s captain Laura Bowman.  A loud cheer was heard in the parental section as the game time for a victory was more favorable than that of a loss – GREAT JOB GIRLS!!!!

Next up for the Skippers will be Roseville as they advanced past Blake in a shoot out.  

Tonka Tames Tatonka – 12/17/11


The Minnetonka Skippers headed west to Buffalo Saturday afternoon and beat the Bison 5-0.  The Skippers played a solid game on both ends, showing strong offense in outshooting Buffalo 27-14, herding them away from the goal defensively, and containing some speedy Buffalo wings.  Goaltender Hannah Ehresmann also chipped in a good performance to earn the shut out.  

Laura Bowman opened the scoring eleven minutes into the first period, firing a nice low wrist shot from the left circle into the net (with an assist to Diana Draayer).  There was no further scoring until four minutes into the second period, when Sidney Baldwin made one of her patented stampedes up ice and beat the goalie with a hard snap shot.  Four minutes later Amy Petersen broke past the defense after a nice pass from Kelsey Crow, and managed to buffalo the goalie by faking right and allowing the puck’s momentum to carry it past the unguarded goal line.  Two minutes later Bowman scored her second goal of the game, forcing in a close rebound that was assisted by Hadley Cookson and Crow.  Then with a minute and a half left in the period, Draayer scored on the power play, assisted by Crow, who earned her 3 assist “Playmaker” for the game (and may be featured in the next Subway ad campaign). 

The action dipped a bit in the third period, and despite several power play opportunities and a few excellent chances (that grazed the net) for both teams, there was no further scoring as the final horn sounded.  

The Skippers improved their record to 9-3 with the victory, and return to official action December 29 with a rematch against the Hill-Murray Pioneers, as they head to South St. Paul for the first game of the Kaposia Classic.

The JV Skippers also improved their record to 9-3 Saturday with a strong 6-1 victory over the Buffalo JV team.

AND it's OVER – 12/15/11


The Skippers and their parents traveled the long way through rush hour traffic up to the Andover Community Center to face the Huskies in their new rink.    Tonka was determined to regroup after the tough battle last Saturday and with some tweaks to the lines came out ready to play hockey.

The first period started off as many games this year; back and forth hockey then Tonka went on the power play at 7:54.  Andover’s Madison Denny stood strong in the net as the Skippers delivered shot after shot from the slots.  At 11:12 in the period, Maggie Bazany tipped in a shot on net by Kelsey Crow who received an on the tape pass from Holly Korn.  Three minutes later, it was Tonka’s turn to be on the penalty kill as Hannah Behounek took a penalty in order to stop a break away.  The penalty kill unit played aggressive and strong, pressuring Andover’s passes and icing the puck.  The period ended with Tonka holding the lead 1 – 0 and outshooting the Huskies 12 – 4.

Both teams took to the ice for the second period and Minnetonka found itself again shorthanded when Maggie Bazany was called for a tripping penalty.  The penalty kill again was executed successfully with Andover only getting two shots on net that were handled easily by Sydney Rossman.  Ms. Bazany’s time in the box would not be in vain as she picked up her second goal at 8:45 scooping up Hadley Cookson’s rebound and burying it in the back of the net.    Again the Skippers outshot the Huskies 15 – 4.

The final 17 minutes of the game didn’t find the Skippers as crisp as in the first two periods and at the end the shot differential gap narrowed (9 – 7).  Tonka did have an additional power play opportunity when Diana Draayer had her height increased as Carly Haskins didn’t appreciate her presence in the crease and picked up a roughing penalty for Andover.  The Skippers didn’t find the back of the net but they came away with the 2 – 0 lead being the final score.  Sydney Rossman picked up another shutout victory.

The JV played strong against Andover but came up short with a 2-0 loss to the Huskies.  The Skippers find themselves on the road again Saturday as they travel up Hwy 55 to face the Buffalo Bison.

Benilde Shuts Out Tonka in Tough Battle – 12/10/11


Both Benilde-St. Margaret’s and Minnetonka must have had some thoughts of last year’s Sectional game at Parade on their minds Saturday night, as they met for a rematch at St. Louis Park Arena.  This time, the Benilde Red Knights seemed to fuel their fiery play with memories of that loss, as they came out strong early, and beat Minnetonka 2-0 in a well played game.

The game was fairly even from the start, with both teams playing tough defensively, and forechecking aggressively.  But the Knights were able to take advantage of their opportunities better, and scored just four minutes into the first period.   Brittany Wheeler controlled the puck and occupied the Minnetonka defense behind the net, and eventually sent a pass to Caitlin Reilly, who was left by herself in front.  After enjoying her time alone with the puck for a few moments, Reilly blistered a shot into the net.  Then, just twenty seconds later, Anne Arnason scored from the left side of the net after throwing a shot at the goal that caromed off a Skipper skate, and bounced into the net.

After these stunning developments, Minnetonka called a time-out to regroup and Minnetonka regained its footing.  Hannah Ehresmann was rock solid in net for the remainder of the game, stopping all 19 shots she faced.

However, despite creating many opportunities to score for the rest of the game, the Skippers could not put the puck in the net.  In fact, Benilde’s physical style of play led them into two separate five on three short handed situations, but Minnetonka was unable to take advantage, missing the net with shots on most of their best chances.  Minnetonka outshot Benilde 26-24, but shots wide of the net throughout the game were a bigger story.  And despite any drama regarding the goals allowed, you obviously can’t win a hockey game without scoring any goals.  Credit is due as well to Benilde’s goalie Abbey Miller, who made several excellent saves while earning her shut out.

The entire Minnetonka team can be proud of their efforts in a hard fought game against an excellent Benilde squad.  And we all look forward hopefully to another rematch later this season…  

In earlier action, the JV team also fell to Benilde’s JV team by a score of 4-2.

The Skippers are on the road again next week, with games on Thursday at Andover and Saturday at Buffalo.

Tonka Win Not a Stroll through Champlin Park – 12/8/11


Minnetonka defeated Champlin Park on Thursday night 5-1. The lopsided score belied the true story, however, as the Rebels put forth a tenacious effort while the Skippers appeared to be overlooking Champlin Park.  The Skippers struck early with a goal by Darby Flatley with the assist to Kelsey Crow but the first period was somewhat difficult to watch for the fans.  The Rebels were double teaming the puck putting pressure on Tonka’s breakouts from their own zone.  The Skippers seemed out of step with several missed passes and only out shooting the Rebels by a very slim margin of two.  Tonka skated off to the locker room with a 1-0 lead.

The second period found some breathing room as Diana Draayer on her new line put one in the goal with the assists to Kira von Steinbergs and Sidney Morin.   A penalty by the Skippers put the Rebels on the power play and Champlin Park found success in the nemesis of Minnetonka, the back door.  Hadley Adair gave Champlin Park their only goal of the game, assists from Kara Wendell and Sydney Peluf.   The Skippers still struggled somewhat to find their groove but thankfully Hannah Ehresmann displayed some very good heads up goal tending as the Rebels were able to put two shots on goal directly from the face offs.  Drawing a penalty, Tonka utilized their new power play strategy to open up their lead by another goal.  This time it was Laura Bowman from the high slot assisted by Amy Petersen and Sidney Morin.  Champlin Park continued to pressure down low, matching the Skippers in shots for the period, but Sidney Baldwin took matters into her own hands.  Skating the puck up with determination and purpose she scored one of her signature goals unassisted.  

The Skippers picked up the tempo in the third period, moved the puck at will and finally took control of the game.  Throughout the third period, Tonka was able to keep the puck in their offensive zone and kept the Rebel goaltender very busy outshooting their opponent.  Laura Bowman again was to find the back of the net, assisted by Amy Petersen and Emma Krueger.  

Next up for the Skippers, Saturday “Knight.” It’s Benilde at St. Louis Park.

Minnetonka Plays Superior Hockey on Successful Road Trip – 12/3/11


The Skippers continued their winning ways on the second day of their Duluth road trip with a 6-1 win over Proctor-Hermantown.  Minnetonka dominated play throughout the Saturday afternoon game, and outshot Proctor 52-13.

Scoring opened five minutes into the first period when Hadley Cookson batted in a rebound off of Sid Morin’s shot from the point.  Three minutes later Holly Korn got her first Varsity point with a crafty assist in the high slot to Maggie Bazany, who pounded it in.  Cookson scored again with two minutes remaining in the period, reacting quickly after Kira von Steinbergs ricocheted a blast off the back boards, and stuffing the puck past the surprised Proctor goalie. 

Second period scoring began three minutes in with Korn getting her first goal by ramming in a close rebound, assisted by Bazany and Morin.  Six minutes later Hannah Behounek beat the goalie’s glove with a nice upper corner shot after moving in from the point, which was assisted by Laura Bowman.  Morin scored the final Skipper goal two minutes later with a rocket slap shot through the crowd from the point, assisted by Sydney Baldwin.

The third period was running time, and the only scoring came from Proctor after the Skippers went short handed with one minute left.  Proctor scored seconds into the penalty on a tipped shot from the point.  This proved the only goal scored on Minnetonka for the entire road trip, and the Skippers improved their season record to 6-2.

The JV team also posted another victory, with a 7-0 shutout of Proctor in the earlier game. 

Tonka Sprinkles Duluth with Northern Star Dust – 12/2/11


After a long bus ride up I-35, the Skippers were ready to hit the ice at the Duluth Heritage Center to take on the Duluth Northern Stars.  Playing in the historic building with all the memorabilia didn’t faze the team as they came out scoring right away.  Sidney Baldwin struck first with a sniper shot from the slot (assists to Amy Petersen and Diana Draayer).  The Skippers found the net again shortly thereafter with a goal from Laura Bowman, deking the goalie after a great pass from Hannah Behounek.  The first line would make it a 3-0 in the first period with Diana Draayer scoring her fifth goal of the season – a nifty tip that went “bar down” – with the help of passes from Amy Petersen (her second assist of the game) and Laura Bowman.

The second period, the Skippers once again came out strong early and added a shorthanded goal from Laura Bowman that was unassisted.  The play went back and forth for awhile with attempted breakaways and penalty kills and power plays.  There seemed to be quite the holiday spirit as well on the ice as Duluth’s Taylor Armstrong and Tonka’s Sidney Morin expressed season’s greetings to one another.   Although Tonka has been very successful outshooting its opponents, the team had not yet captured a hat trick this season.  Laura Bowman sealed the first “hattie” off a pass from Sidney Baldwin and the period ended 5-0 in favor of the Skippers.

The final period gave Tonka its last goal with Megan McGlynn scoring unassisted for the Skippers and making the score 6-0.  Hannah Ehresmann earned her first Varsity shut out with a great effort of keeping the net all to herself and allowing no “Star” treatment to enter her crease.

Congrats to the JV for another victory making their record 6-1!


Skippers Fall to Pioneers and their Impressive Brandt of Hockey – 11/22/11


Minnetonka faced the Hill-Murray Pioneers Tuesday night at Aldrich Arena, and came away with a dispiriting 5-4 loss.  The teams came into the game ranked #4 (Tonka) and #5 (HM) in Class AA, but the Skippers had trouble breaking out of their defensive zone, and failed to contain Pioneer star Hannah Brandt, who showed the skill and speed of a truly elite player, and tallied 4 goals in the game.

Minnetonka started strong, building up a 3-0 lead early in the game.  The scoring began six minutes into the first period with a nice tip-in goal by Diana Draayer on a Sidney Morin shot from the point, also assisted by Amy Petersen.  A minute later, after a feed from Maggie Bazany, Darby Flatley ripped a wrist shot from the left circle past the Pioneer goalie.  Amy Petersen made it three, after catching the Pioneer defense napping with a perfectly timed rush past her retreating linemates (to be onside), walking in alone, and beating the goalie with a nice shot.  Then late in the period, Brandt put the Pioneers on the board with a quick release bullet from the high slot. 

About five minutes into the second period, Flatley scored her second of the game (assisted by Kira von Steinbergs), pouncing on a mishandled puck by the Pioneer defense, and breaking in alone for the goal.  But then Hill-Murray began its comeback, as two minutes later Paige Johnson scored an unassisted goal, and two minutes after that the momentum clearly shifted to the Pioneers as Brandt jammed in a rebound and cut the Minnetonka lead to one.

The Skippers showed little offense in the third, as the Pioneers outshot them 14-2 for the period (Tonka was outshot 32-15 for the game).  After pressure in their zone led to a Minnetonka penalty midway into the period, Brandt got her hat trick with a perfectly placed shot through traffic for the power play goal.  Then with only two and a half minutes remaining, Brandt finished her performance and the Skippers, beating the defense to a loose puck, making a quick deke, and flipping a backhand up high for the winning goal. 

The Minnetonka JV team also lost 5-4 to the Hill-Murray JV- their first loss of the season.  The next Skippers action resumes with the Duluth road trip - December 2 vs. the Duluth Northern Stars and December 3 vs. Proctor.  Happy Thanksgiving to all!

Minnetonka “Rams” It Home For An Overtime Victory! – 11/19/11


Coming off an exciting win over Warroad, the Skippers faced the second of challenging opponents from the North Country.   Minnetonka faced the Roseau Rams who came into Pagel undefeated and eager to seek revenge for last year’s loss and like last year it was a battle in sudden death overtime.

The first period was a back and forth struggle for both teams.  The play was fast as both teams depended upon long passes and cycling of their forward lines.  Both goalies were not going to give an inch displaying a take no prisoners grant no quarter stance.  The period ended with a tied at 0-0.

The second period seemed the time get to goals for both teams.  Roseau struck first with a beautiful hit the crossbar in the net goal by Katlyn Byfluglien.  The Skippers regrouped and Maggie Bazany found the back of the net scoring her first goal of the season (unassisted) and tying up the game for Minnetonka.   Not long after that, with assists from Laura Bowman and Amy Petersen, Sydney Baldwin fired off one of her sniper style shots into the net putting the Skippers on top 2-1.  As play continued, the Skippers fell victim to an unfortunate line change that allowed the Rams to break away and put a shot that bounced off Sidney Rossman and into the net.  As time came for the Zamboni, the score was tied 2-2.

With the start of the third period both teams seemed determined to limit the other team’s opportunities.  Roseau had a couple of opportunities but missed the net.  The Skippers were relentless in shooting on the Roseau goalie but she did not relinquish.  Their goalie made some unbelievable saves and despite the Skippers outshooting Roseau by a 3:1 margin, the game was destined for overtime.  Eight minutes were put up on the clock but the overtime play pretty much remained in Roseau’s zone.  Assisted by Laura Bowman and Diana Draayer, Amy Petersen came up with the game winning goal by capitalizing on a couple of her own rebounds, jamming the puck into the net and securing victory for the Skippers!  

The JV squad continues their unbeaten streak with a victory over the Roseau team.  Next up for Minnetonka is Hannah Brandt and the Hill Murray Pioneers.

Skippers Win Hard Fought Battle with the Warriors – 11/19/11


The Minnetonka Skippers outlasted a tough Warroad Warrior team Friday night to earn a 3-2 home victory at Pagel Arena.  The game was fast paced, marked by outstanding forechecking by Minnetonka, and Warroad’s typical marvinous display of solid positioning, and pouncing on any opportunities.  The fans were treated to an exciting game, with good defense and goaltending on both sides, and several momentum shifts throughout the battle.

Despite early dominance by Minnetonka, the Warriors scored first eight minutes into the game with a bullet from the high circle from junior Sierra Hanowski, who earned All State Honorable Mention honors last year as a player on the Little Falls team.  She was assisted by fellow junior and All State Honorable Mention honoree Lisa Marvin.  Two minutes later the Skippers struck back, as Kira von Steinbergs fired a shot from the slot past the Warrior goalie, assisted by Hadley Cookson.

Five minutes into the second period, Amy Petersen put Minnetonka ahead with a resourceful bank shot off the goalie from almost behind the net, assisted by Kelsey Crow.  But Warroad struck back only a minute later when Marvin put a nice one-timer in the upper corner to tie the game up.  She was assisted by Kayla Gardner and Hanowski.

The final goal came ten minutes into the third period, as Petersen struck again, banging in a rebound from in front of the net.  She was assisted on the winning goal by Laura Bowman and Sydney Baldwin.  Warroad pulled their goalie with about two minutes remaining in the game, but were unable to score before time ran out.  Minnetonka also outshot Warroad 26-18 for the game.

The Skippers JV team continued to roll with a great effort and 2-1 victory over Warroad. 

The attack from the north continues Saturday night, with the Skippers hosting the always fierce Roseau Rams.  We hope to see Ewes at Pagel Arena! 


Outscoring The Luck Of The Irish – 11/17/11


Minnetonka traveled to Rosemount to take on the Irish. In the first 25 seconds of the game, the Irish struck at the Achilles heel of the Skippers and scored on a back door goal. The Skippers bounced back a few minutes later by a goal by Darby Flatley (assist to Sidney Morin) tying the game 1-1 at the 11:20 mark. The play of the game went back and forth with the Skippers continuing to put shots on the net, however, the Irish went on the power play and at 5:54 scored their second goal again taking the lead 2-1. The Skippers were determined not to leave the ice in the 1st period trailing behind. Going on the power play with just 44 seconds left, Sidney Baldwin capitalized on the opportunity by scoring Minnetonka's second goal with the assist from Amy Petersen.
 
The second period, the Skippers added three goals with scoring by Diana Draayer (assist to Hannah Behounek), Laura Bowman (assists to Sidney Morin), and Hadley Cookson (assist to Sidney Baldwin). The Skippers maintained pressure by keeping the puck in the Irish's zone most of the period, outshooting Rosemount 18 to 2.
 
With a 5-2 lead going into the third, the Skippers kept up a fast pace with puck movement, quick passing, and solid back checking. Penalties seem to plague both teams during this period with Minnetonka being tested in its first 5 on 3 penalty kill. Even through being players down, the Irish were unable to find the back of the net and the Skippers prevailed earning Hannah Ehresmann her first Varsity win!
 
Congratulations to the JV squad by adding another win to their record beating Rosemount 7-0 and Sarah Jewett with her third consecutive shut out!
 
The Skippers face the invasion from the North as Warroad and Roseau travel to Pagel Arena. On Friday it will be the battle of the defending State Champions.

Skippers Raise Banners and Their Game To Extinguish the Blaze – 11/15/11


Tuesday night brought closure to the best season in Minnetonka’s hockey history, as the Conference, Section, and State Championships of the 2010-11 season were celebrated in a stirring banner raising ceremony at Pagel Arena.   Several alumni players from the Championship Team attended, including Julie Friend, Rachel Ramsey, and Carolyn Draayer, as well as current players and coaches from that team, and a huge crowd of fanatic supporters.

After a disappointing loss to Anoka last Saturday, the Skippers seemed eager to turn things around, put nostalgia behind them, and play some hockey.  Tuesday they dominated the Burnsville Blaze, with most of the play occurring in the Blaze’s defensive zone.  The Skippers opened their scoring midway through the first period, and only seconds into their first power play.  Amy Petersen scored what would end up the game winner, as she chipped in a rebound from a Hannah Behounek shot from the point.  Minnetonka struck again in the period with only 4 seconds remaining, as Sophomore Diana Draayer slipped a nice feed from Laura Bowman past the goalie for her first goal as a Skipper.

Minnetonka continued to wear Burnsville down in the second period, and completely ruled the ice.  Shots on goal were 17-1 during the period, and 38-11 for the game.  Even a Burnsville power play could not hold Minnetonka back, as Bowman buried a short hander off a Sid Morin blast from the point.  Freshman Kelsey Crow also assisted on that goal for her first point as a Skipper, and added her first goal only 2 minutes later.  Petersen fed her a pass at the point, and Crow fired a shot that deflected off the crowd in front of the goal and past the confused Blaze goalie- proving again that good things happen when you shoot.

The outcome was never in doubt during the third period, and Minnetonka kept in control.  The Skippers scored their final goal of the game 3 minutes into the period, as Bowman fed Behounek at the point, and her blast resulted in a nice rebound opportunity for Draayer, who tallied her second goal of the game.  Burnsville did have a great scoring chance midway through the period on a breakaway, but Syd Rossman closed it down, as well as the ensuing rebound.  In the end, Rossman earned her shut-out, as the Skippers defeated the Blaze in a final score of 5-0.

Congratulations to the Skippers JV team as well, who beat the Burnsville JV 2-0.  Minnetonka goes on the road again this Thursday night, facing the Rosemount Irish. 

Skippers Find Tornadoes Knocking On The Back Door – 11/12/11


With a large amount of anticipation and a pre-season ranking of #1, the Skippers traveled to Anoka to begin the year.  The initial game pace proved to be swift and it would remain that way for the entire 51 minutes.  

Minnetonka struck first with an unassisted upper corner goal by Sid Morin with 9:22 minutes left in the first period.   As both teams battled back and forth in the period to gain advantage, Minnetonka went off to the locker room with a 1-0 lead but would still be on the penalty kill when they retook the ice.  

The second period, Anoka’s game plan change was simple, double team the puck at all times and find the gap in the crease.  Within the first minute of the second period, McKenna Parent (assists to Emilie Brigham and Katie Johnson) found the back end of the net from the crease on Anoka’s power play and tied the game.  The period went on with the Skippers continuing to put shots on net.   In spite of this effort, with less than 4 minutes in the second period, McKenna Parent (assists Karin Larson and Amanda Kimmerle) again found the back door and scored Anoka’s second goal.  The period ended and Minnetonka found themselves in some unusual territory, trailing.   

The start of the third period reflected a lot of puck movement, passing, and shots on goal.  Syd Rossman had some stellar saves and the intensity increased throughout the team.  Anoka was even awarded a penalty shot that was unsuccessful and it seemed to rejuvenate the Skippers.  Minnetonka had several breakaways with shots on goal but each attempt failed to score.  With 6:15 left in the third period, the back door was the place Anoka would again find resourceful.  This time it was Blair Parent (assists to Katie Johnson and Emilie Brigham) with the puck and the shot into the net.  As Minnetonka had chances with power play opportunities, Anoka’s goal tender proved to create an “access denied” zone, with the Skippers out shooting the Tornadoes by almost a 2 x 1 margin (34-19).  

In earlier action, hats off to the Skippers JV squad for a 2-0 victory over Anoka’s JV.

The Minnetonka girls are back in action on Tuesday, November 15 to face Burnsville in the home opener.  The puck drops at 5pm for JV and 7pm for varsity, with a banner raising ceremony between the first and second periods of the varsity game.

Skippers Await Upcoming Season


Coming off an historic season in 2010-2011, the Minnetonka Skippers Girls Hockey team has been asked the same question over and over throughout the off-season: "So, how good will the team be next year?"

Surely, the graduation of five seniors, including Senior Goalie of the Year Julie Friend and Ms. Hockey Finalist Rachel Ramsey, will be a loss. But the Skippers hope to remain competitive, through the efforts of a core of players many of whom are still young by most standards. Captain Laura Bowman, a junior, returns as the team's leading scorer from last season with 53 points on 23 goals and 30 assists. Assistant captain senior Hadley Cookson chipped in last season with a respectable 17 points while assistant captain junior Amy Petersen racked up a massive 45 points. Senior Kira von Steinbergs, with 18 points last year, is looking to add to her production in the upcoming season. Meanwhile, returning blueliners juniors Sidney Morin and Hannah Behounek and sophomore Sydney Baldwin are expected to continue providing staunch, reliable defense, while also contributing to the offense.

The schedule has been posted, and features a typically rigorous non-conference schedule with strong opponents such as Hill-Murray, Warroad, Roseau and Benilde St. Margaret's. Other highlights include a Lake Conference matchup versus Hopkins which will be broadcast during 2012 Hockey Day Minnesota on FSN. (See related story for more information.)
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So, how good will the team be? We'll have to wait and see...

Go Skippers!

