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SDAHA Fall Meeting

Saturday, September 20, 2014
Sanford Pentagon Meeting Room 2508
2210 W. Pentagon Place, Sanford Sports Complex

Sioux Falls, South Dakota

· Sign In 8:30 am
· Call to order 9:00 am

· Welcome – introductions

· Confirmation of voting delegates and determination of Quorum

· Adoption of agenda

· Approval of Spring Meeting Minutes  
· Conference Call  7/8/14

· Conference Call 8/27/14

· Financial Report – Gary DeYoung, Treasurer

· Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report 

· Acceptance of 2014-15 Proposed Budget 
· Registrars Report – Annette Stensgaard, Registrar

· Todd Porter, Northern Plains District Registrar

· Risk Managers Report – Dawn Magee, Risk Manager 
· Officials Report – Doug Sorenson, RIC

· Officials Scheduling – Jodi Sterrett, Scheduler 
· Coaching Report – Steve Salwei, CIC (Absent)
· Clinics will be scheduled in the next 4 to 6 weeks and the Level 4 was in Sioux Falls September 13-14. 
· Player Development/Girls Development – Rob Kittay , Paul Bachand 
· National Teams – Scott Riddle, Dave Mannes
· Coaches Committee – Rob Kittay 
· Discipline Report – Tony Lief, VP/Discipline Director 
· Scheduling Report – Maxine Tronnes
· Website/NGIN – Ron Dobesh, Kevin Miley
· Senior Showcase –Jon Schneider, Brookings President

· Local Association Reports

· Yankton, Watertown, Sioux Falls, Sioux Center, Rushmore, Oahe, Mitchell, Huron, Brookings, Brandon Valley, Aberdeen

· Updates on Pro Hockey Hunt/Sam Tronnes Memorial Foundation- Dave Tronnes

· SDAHA Presidents Report – Dan French

· Northern Plains District Report

· Nominating Committee for Spring Meeting (Secretary, President)
***GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION FOR THE SCHEELS ICEPLEX IS TODAY!!***

LUNCH PROVIDED BY THE SIOUX FALLS HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 

TOUR OF NEW FACILITY AVAILABLE FOLLOWING THE SDAHA FALL MEETING

Old Business

· Financial aid for coaches who wish to attend Level 4 CEP Clinics (Steve Salwei - Absent) withdrawn
· SDAHA purchasing two 5x10 enclosed trailers (Scott Riddle, Dave Mannes)
New Business

· 1)  Change in Player Release Policy (Bryan Seaver, Brandon Valley)

· 2)  Officials pay raise (Doug Sorensen, RIC)
· 3)  Peewee USAH/SDAHA level designations for registration
· 4)  Petition Requests on team levels:
· From Aberdeen to play single Bantam team at the B level (Mike Carrels, Aberdeen Association)
· From Rushmore to play one Bantam A, two Bantam B teams (Jeremy Walla, Rushmore Association)

· From Sioux Falls to play two Peewee B teams, instead of two Peewee C teams (Bryan Kouri, Sioux Falls Association)

· From Sioux Falls to play a Peewee B team instead of a Peewee C team
· Any additional petition requests 

· 5)  Determine sites for the following State Tournaments:

· Bantam B 2/27-3/1/15

· Peewee C 2/20-22/15

Handouts:

Minutes SDAHA Spring Meeting 4/20/14
Minutes Conference Call Meeting 7/8/14 and 8/27/14
Treasurers Report


SDAHA Finances


SDAHA Finances – Proposed 2013-14 Budget

Supply of Score Sheets for each Association

Agenda, Proposals

Peewee Team Counts as of 9/14/14

State Tournament Rotation
Growth and Development Report – Steve Jorgenson 

How to score a game with NGIN

How to keep a league score sheet
On site:  

Copy of SDAHA By-Laws

Copy of SDAHA Playing Rules/Administrative Rules

Copy of SDAHA Tournament Rules
USAH Playing Rules/Guidelines
OLD BUSINESS
Financial Aid for coaches wishing to attend level 4 CEP Clinics:  Steve Salwei (Absent) (withdrawn)
Purchase of Trailers for Hauling Gear:     Dave Mannes, Scott Riddle, National Teams
We would like to ask SDAHA to purchase two enclosed trailers using the player development monies at the last meeting. Dan asked for a quote which I received from a local dealer Sheehan Cycle. Each trailer with basic upgrades for durability are 3,221.20 plus 3% tax and Lisc.

 

    If approved we would also like permission to secure an insurance policy to insure the trailer and contents. 

 

    Also we would like permission to use the budgeted money for advertising to letter-decal the trailers.

 

Rational:  These trailers would be used to haul gear back and forth to nationals. We have some difficulties finding road worthy trailers, which are the correct size to rent. In the past we have also borrowed trailers, but take the risk of damage and the liability of 30,000 plus worth of gear inside that is uninsured. The monies SDAHA is already spending on rentals will pay for the trailers in five to six years.
NEW BUSINESS

1)  Change in player release policy:  Bryan Seaver, Brandon Valley 
When the BVHA was approved by the SDAHA, there was the following statement/stipulation. 

"New players joining hockey for the first time can be waived and released to the association of their choice during the association’s inception period (years 1-5, or February 18, 2011 through April 1, 2016)."

We have operated under this "policy" and released all players in what I call a bulk fashion.  The opening of the Ice Plex will allow us to extend our season and offer a program similar to most other associations.  Plans for an indoor rink in Brandon are also making significant progress.  For next season (2015-2016), we would like to consider NOT releasing new, first-time players in a bulk fashion.  This would be one year sooner than stated above.  I believe the change would affect a small number of players.  I don't have specifics on every player released; however, I would guess  there were 5 or 6 first-time players released for the 2013-2014 season. 

Again, changing the release "policy" is something the BVHS board would like to discuss further.  Our intention is to grow our sport and NOT prevent any players from getting on the ice. 
2)  Officials Raise:  Doug Sorensen, RIC
I’d like to propose a $5 raise for officials across the board.  Our last increase was 5 years ago, prior to that it was 10+ years.  
3)  How to register peewee teams for USAH Hockey / SDAHA in-state designations:  Question raised during discussion on petitions to play different SDAHA in-state peewee levels.  
Clarification on USAH A , B & C registration designations versus the SDAHA A, B, C designations based on registration numbers.  How they register for SDAHA and USAH possibly affects eligibility to register/participate in specific level tournaments out of state/in state. 

4)  Petition Requests

Request from Aberdeen to play their Bantams as B:  Mike Carrels, Aberdeen Association
No Playing Rule change required.  Per rule 4H,  “Petitions to the Board of Directors to play teams at a lower level than listed in criteria below must be made before August 15th for Varsity levels and decided before September 1st of each year for varsity levels (this includes all jr. varsity levels).  Petitions regarding all other level teams must be made before September 15th and decided before October 1st of each year.  Reasons for petitions may include low registration numbers and skill levels/ages of involved players”
 The Aberdeen Hockey Association is requesting that their Bantam Team be allowed to play at the “B” level rather than play at the “A” level. Reasoning for this includes the following: 
- Safety of the players- For the 2014-15 Season we project that there will be 13-15 bantam team members, consisting entirely of first-year bantams. Therefore, none of our current bantam team members will have experience or skill giving or receiving a body check. If forced to play at the “A” level our inexperienced players will be playing with athletes who have an entire year’s experience with body checking. Further, as a whole, the team will be smaller and less experienced than “A” team players making them more likely to be injured. 

- Development- This year’s group of players will consist of athlete’s who were divided between the PeeWee A and PeeWee B team last year. Allowing them to play at the “B” level will mean that they will play at a level that is more competitive to their skill level. Therefore, they will be able to continue to develop skill, and speed and to develop their game knowledge and skill in games that are more appropriate to their skill and speed levels. 

- Fun/Passion/Success/Retention- If playing at a level at which they are unable to compete, the athlete’s will be set up for failure because the teams they are playing against will be bigger, faster, stronger and be playing with more experience. Further, if players feel that they can never be successful in competition, they will be more likely to quit playing and spend their time in other endeavors they will see success in. Instead, placing the team at the correct level will ensure the team can compete, and that translates to small successes, having fun in competition and continued passion for the game of hockey. It will also mean we can retain players at the bantam level which will have long term effects at the varsity levels as well. 

In closing, the AHA feels that the team that we will field at the bantam level will be much more appropriately placed at the “B” level rather than the “A” level due to experience, size, and development.
Petition from Rushmore to play their third Bantam team at the “B” Level:   Jeremy Walla, Rushmore Hockey
No Playing Rule Change required.  Per Rule, 4H, “**Associations may always petition to play one team at the A level and other teams at the B level, but it must be approved by the SDAHA Board of Directors. (4/13)”
RHA is requesting the following Team structure at the Bantam (U14) level - 1A and 2B teams, instead of the state format of 2A and 1B with program having 3 Teams for a level of play. Currently at the Bantam level at RHA we will be moving our top 5 players the JV/V program in order to help balance numbers there. This will reduce the number of participants to approximately 36 for 3-light teams and too many skaters for 2 teams, the overall competitive skill set for the Bantam group will be reduced especially if 2A teams are required. We this it will give the kids the best opportunity to progress and develop over the course of the season. It is also, our understanding that SDAHA is short on Bantam B team across the state and this may in fact help this situation as well. 
Petition from Sioux Falls to play two Peewee B teams instead of Peewee C teams:  Bryan Kouri, Sioux Falls Hockey

I. No Playing Rule change required.  Per Rule I, III,” Associations may ONLY petition to move a team up from Division C to B or from Division B to A.”
SFYHA requests permission to host two PeeWee A teams and two PeeWee B teams.  SFYHA would then be removed from hosting PeeWee teams at the C level.  
Our registration period for PeeWees is complete, so our numbers are firm. SFYHA will continue to host a total of four teams - two from the west and two from the east. From a numbers and competition standpoint, we fit much better in the A/B leagues than in the C.
Petition from Mitchell to play a Peewee A and a Peewee B team, instead of a Peewee A and a Peewee C team:  Doug Dailey, Mitchell Hockey

MSHA’s requests their peewees play at the Peewee level with one A team and one B team instead of and A and a C.  Mitchell will field two teams at the PW level this year and we feel that our skaters will be competitive at both the A and B levels and that all associations will benefit if we are permitted to play at the two highest levels.
5)  Determine sites for Bantam B and Peewee C SDAHA State Tournaments

·  Brookings was hosting the Bantam B State Tournament but is now hosting the Boys Varsity State Tournament.  Tournament Rules state “No local may host two (2) tournaments, so if after the bid process for the Boys Varsity Tournament the winning local was already scheduled to host a tournament, that other tournament shall be assigned to a local not hosting a tournament.”  
· There are currently enough teams to field three divisions at the peewee level, creating the need for an additional site for a Peewee C State Tournament.
