
December 2014
volume XXXVI, issue X

www.trinitylc.org

115 N. 4th Street             
    Stillwater, MN 55082
651.439.7400                  
                    trinitylc.org

115 N. 4th Street    Stillwater, MN 55082
651.439.7400   trinitylc.org

115 N. 4th Street    Stillwater, MN 55082
651.439.7400   trinitylc.org

115 N. 4th Street    Stillwater, MN 55082
651.439.7400   trinitylc.org

115 N. 4th Street
Stillwater, MN 55082

651.439.7400
trinitylc.org

115 N. 4th Street
Stillwater, MN 55082

651.439.7400
trinitylc.org

115 N. 4th Street     Stillwater, MN 55082
651.439.7400     trinitylc.org

115 N. 4th Street     Stillwater, MN 55082
651.439.7400     trinitylc.org

115 N. 4th Street             
    Stillwater, MN 55082
651.439.7400                  
                    trinitylc.org

115 N. Fourth Street 
 Box 339 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
651-439-7400

 l o v e . t r a n s f o r m . s e r v e .

T R I N I T Y

TODAY

a Changing
the Times
they are



When I was a pastor in Alaska, we 
had a Christmas in July service, and 
it was so much fun! Partly because it 
was a treat to sing all those familiar 
songs at the “wrong” time of year, but 
partly because I was able to preach the 
message of Christmas without all of the 
commercialism of it. 

Because that’s the thing – when we 
celebrate this miracle of God being 
with us in unexpected ways, it’s hard 
to hear the stunning grace of it in the 
middle of a season where everything is 
about Christmas. What is unexpected 
about Christmastime? We have count-
down Advent calendars, the Peanuts 
characters singing on TV, everywhere 
we go we hear how many shopping 
days are left… I mean, how many days 
until Santa comes… I mean, how many 
days until Jesus comes!

The truth of the matter is that Jesus was 
born into a very broken and disturbing 
world, and it looked like there wasn’t 
a place for his kind of love and light. 
In fact, when it was time for God to 
be with us as Emmanuel, there was no 
room to be found at all! The shepherds 
didn’t get an Advent calendar with 

All this took place to fulfill 

what had been spoken 

by the Lord through the 

prophet:  ‘Look, the virgin 

shall conceive and bear a 

son, and they shall name 

him Emmanuel’,  which 

means, ‘God is with us.’

—Matthew 1:22
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P A S T O R  
S T E P H A N I E  V O S

C H R I S T M A S T I M EIn some manger straw, Jesus was born. A 
helpless, defenseless newborn lying amid 
straw and stench. 

What was God’s plan for saving the 
world and putting right all of the 
injustice of this world?

God became small, humble and dirty. 

God’s logic is baffling and brilliant. It 
is never really our logic: paradoxical, 
curious, breathtaking. A manger, a cross, 
an empty tomb:  Jesus simply never 
embodied the role of a king, or of God 
— not the way we imagine it. Yet he was 
—Lord, King, Messiah, Emmanuel— 
God with us!

This Christmas we celebrate Jesus’ title 
of Emmanuel by remembering that God 
became present to us in human form: a 
real person who grew from a child, who 
walked this earth, who loved, embraced 
and celebrated his humanness and the 
humanness of all he encountered. As a 
teacher of mine once said, “Jesus is the 
definitive localization of the Creator’s 
universality — the incarnation is the 
original ‘small is big’”. 

When we say “Emmanuel” we are 
embracing the notion that God came to 
be among us, this Jesus who redefined 
power, glory and peace. And that this 
Jesus came to upend the kingdoms of 

this world by a cross: an instrument 
made of the same simple material that 
composed the manger into which Jesus 
was born. And therein would be his 
destiny: from Manger to Cross. Humble 
beginnings and a Humiliating death. 
Again, God’s logic. 

So, perhaps this Christmas, we should 
take seriously this claim that “God 
is with us” and reflect on the humble 
and curious ways God may show up 
in our lives. Let us look in the modest 
places, the unlikely faces, the unplanned 
moments, and find Jesus there. 

In a way, you and I are all a bit like 
Mary: unlikely places for God to abide 
within and become present to the world 
through. Perhaps we are Mary, or the 
Manger, and Christ will be born in us 
this day. God with us may not only be 
our comfort, but also our challenge: to 
allow God’s presence to manifest itself 
in the world through our humble words, 
works and lives. 

A blessed Christmas to you! A blessed 
Christmas through you! 

Emmanuel — God with us!

Amen. 

pop-out chocolates to prepare. The 
innkeepers didn’t get advanced notice 
for “every heart to prepare him room.” 
In fact, there was a pronounced lack of 
room for Jesus in the world he came 
into. No room in people’s homes, and 
no room in people’s hearts. Those 
innkeepers may have been the first 
to turn him away, but they certainly 
weren’t the last. It happens every 
day—we turn God away, choosing our 
certainty and stability and finding that 
our hearts are already full of something 
else, or we mistakenly think they 
aren’t in a condition to be seen.

And so instead of waiting for us 
to prepare our hearts, God simply 
broke them by arriving in unflinching 
nakedness and openness as a tiny 
tender baby. God hopped right into 
the mess of a world and had no interest 
in waiting for us to get our act together 
before joining us in the struggle of 
being human, that we might begin to 
know what love looks like. Coming to 
be with us, no matter what.

Jesus simply can’t wait for the world 
to be prepared. Instead, God joins 
our imperfect selves in our imperfect 
world. God slips down into this 
hot mess of humanity and is neither 
surprised nor deterred by our failings. 
We have a God who keeps showing up 
regardless of whether or not we think 
we have room; whether or not we are 

prepared or interested in this strange 
and surprising guest; whether or not 
there is discord and disaster at every 
turn.

And once it’s all unwrapped, this seems 
to be what the message of Christmas 
really is — stinky animals and despotic 
rulers and all. It’s about God coming to 
us, to be God for us, because it’s pretty 
clear we can’t do it all on our own. 
God coming to us, into our feeble and 
fragile world. God coming to us, into a 
stable in such unstable conditions.

God cannot and will not wait to burst 
onto the scene, to call us and draw 
us into this light and love and glory, 
even when the world is dripping 
with darkness. In a world where God 
seems to be everywhere but here, 
the Christmas story reminds us and 
promises us that God is here. That God 
is among us, whether or not we make 
room or think we’re ready.  That God 
is showing up, in unexpected times and 
places, because God wants nothing 
more than to be with us. Emmanuel.

And that’s a message that shouldn’t be 
limited to one month a year.



4 December 2014 • trinity.today. 5December 2014 • trinity.today.

W O R S H I P  M I N I S T R I E S WORSHIP—DEC. 2014

This year’s Christmas Garden names will be publicized via  
take-home brochures and also as a list in the January issue of Trinity Today.

By Carol Carver

As we approach Advent we are 
reminded that with it usually comes 
a Minnesota winter. Here is a poem 
written by Kris Linner for our Trinity 
poetry collection last year.

MINNESOTA ADVENT

Winter comes, 
 blanketing earth with frigid frost,
  bleaching nature’s color  
  with snowy whiteness.

Darkness decends,
 stripping away sun’s splendor,
  stretching evening’s hours.

Bleakness laments,
 bemoaning gelidity,
  longing for light.

Advent arrives,
 thermal blanketing of hope,
  thawing of  frozen hearts.

Repentance redeems,
 disclosing of short comings,
   lightening of burdens.
  
Christ comes,
 shining light in our darkness,
  declaring warmth to   
  congealed hearts,
   incarnating God’s love.

Spring arrives,
 rendering winter’s 
	 	rawness	liquified,
  testifying to God’s   
  eternal hope.  

I love when she writes “Christ comes, 
shining in our darkess…..” To me that is 
the beauty and serenity of Advent and 
the light in a dark winter both of our 
souls and the season.

Advent is only four weeks; I invite you 
to partake fully in this holy season and 
fully in many the opportunities for 
worship.

• The weekend of Nov. 29-30/ 
Advent 1, we will begin our 
journey with the lighting of the 
Advent candle and the color blue 
prominently displayed in the 
Worship Center.  

CALLING ALL POETS!

L E N T E N  P O E T RY  B O O K
We come to you again to ask for your poetry — this time with “Lent” as 
the theme.

If you remember, we created a beautiful volume of poetry for Advent 
2013. Now, we want to read what you have to say about Lent.

We seek poets young and old, and poetry of all types: rhyming, ballads, 
blank verse, couplets, free verse, limericks, narratives, sonnets, haiku, and 
even visual poetry (photos and art).

Look for inspiration in the Bible (our texts for Worship will be from the 
book of Matthew), the cross, nature, or scenes of beauty or tragedy — all 
can help guide your pen.

Here is a bit of inspiration from Teresa of Avila, 1515-1582

Christ has no body but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks Compassion on this world,
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,
Yours are the eyes, you are his body.
Christ has no body now but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on this world.
Christ has no body now on earth but yours.

Some say we are all poets. Give it a try — then email your poems to me at 
ccarver@trinitylc.org or drop off a hard copy in the Church Office. The 
deadline for submissions is January 15, 2015.

Ready, set, go write!       —Carol Carver

CHRISTMAS 
WORSHIP

Christmas Eve services  
will be held at:

2 p.m.
3 p.m.
4 p.m.
5 p.m.

7:30 p.m.
9 p.m.

The last two services (7:30 & 9 p.m.) 
will have communion; the earlier 
services will not. Be sure to arrive 
early for whichever service you 
choose. It’s going to be a fun day! 

Christmas morning will feature a 
similar service to Christmas Eve, 
only a little bit more relaxed. We’ll 
have cinnamon rolls and cocoa that 
you can bring into the Worship 
Center!  Please come in your 
pajamas or ugly Christmas sweater 
(or if you prefer to be “dressed up”, 
don your best Norwegian sweater)!

Trinity’s Christmas Garden & Local Benevolences Gift Opportunities
Form and payment must be turned in by Sun., Dec. 14, 2014

In the spirit of honoring/memorializing loved ones this Christmas, we welcome donations toward a Christmas Garden. However, we 
would love to have the majority of the honors/memorials directed toward Local Benevolences such as St. Croix Chaplaincy, Valley 
Outreach/Food Shelf, etc. Donor names will be available at Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services and in the January issue of 
Trinity Today. Please fill out the form below and either bring it to the Church Office, mail it, or place it in the offering plate. 

r Local Benevolences (St. Croix Chaplaincy, Valley Outreach/Food Shelf, etc.) $ ___________________

r Christmas Garden (suggested donation $15) $ ________________

In memory of __________________________________ In honor of __________________________________

Given by _________________________________________________________________________________

Phone # (____________)_____________________________ Total amount enclosed $ ___________________

UPCOMING 
CONCERTS  

Croix Chordsmen &  
Sweet Adelines Christmas Concert
Sat., Dec. 6, 2014 — 2 p.m.
Tickets: 651-439-4527 or at         
www.stcroixvalleychapter.com

VocalEssence – Welcome Christmas
Sat., Dec. 6, 2014 — 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: 612-624-2345,                 
www.vocalessence.org

Christmas with Cantus 
Sat., Dec. 13, 2014 — 7:30 p.m.
In a season where singing is part 
of the celebration, Cantus looks to 
carols old and new to bring holiday 
cheer to you and your loved ones. 
Tickets: 612-435-0055

St. Paul Chamber Orchestra
Special Performance
Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos
Sun., Dec. 14, 2014 — 3 p.m.
Continuing an annual holiday 
tradition, the SPCO presents Bach’s 
most treasured set of orchestral 
works, the resplendent Brandenburg 
Concertos. Tickets: 651-291-1144 
www.thespco.org

• The weekend of Dec. 6-7/Advent 2, 
we will install Pastor Deb Ost and 
her Care Ministries Team. This will 
be an exciting time for Trinity, so 
plan on joining in the celebration!

• Dec. 13-14/Advent 3 has the 
children’s choirs and children 
leading worship on Sunday morning. 
This is by no means for children 
only! Come hear what Pastor Dan 
has to say in the Adult Message (in 
contrast to the Children’s Message). 

• Dec. 20-21/Advent 4 will be a full 
and beautiful weekend. Our new 
Pastor of Care Ministries, Deb 
Ost, will lead Saturday evening’s 
Blue Christmas worship. This is 
for everyone who has lost a loved 
one in the past year, or if Christmas 
is just a difficult season. Sunday 
morning’s worship, at both 9 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m., will include a 
complete performance —with eight 
brass players, two percussionists and 
organ— of the “Gloria” by John 
Rutter. Worship will include festive 
singing of many favorite carols with 
brass choir accompaniment – a thrill, 
if you’ve never done it.

So, as this busy season evolves, we 
invite you to come to church for peace, 
joy, hope and love spread abundantly 
throughout Advent.
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M I S S I O N S
By Tom Thiets,  Director of Missions

You’ve undoubtedly heard the word 
“inter-generational” around Trinity 
a lot lately (and in this very issue of 
Trinity Today). The reason is because 
we want to intentionally focus on the 
engagement between people of all ages:  
to encourage folks to share and learn 
—knowledge, wisdom, sacrifice, inner 
strength, enthusiasm, joy, courage, 
optimism, faith— through a common 
experience that honors the input of each 
individual.

If you’re wondering how you can get 
on board with this, I have a suggestion:  
Missions.

Trinity’s mission opportunities are 
always open to you, your children, 
and grandchildren. The many monthly 
opportunities available through Trinity 
and our mission partners offer a variety 
of ways for all generations 
to serve our neighbors, 
share ideas, and spread 
Christ’s gospel message of 
love. Through these local 
and global ministries you 
can utilize your strengths 
and gifts while serving 
alongside a cross-section 
of our community. 
Whether your call is to 
serve here in Stillwater, or 
in the Cities, or around 
the world, your opportunity is just a 
phone call away. 

Here in the Valley, we have the 
following service opportunities 
available:

• Last Sunday Supper

• Valley Outreach Food Shelf and 
Clothing Closet

• Second Harvest Heartland 
Commodity Food program

•   Community Meal-Packing Event

• Helping Hands

• Trinity Knitters

• Opportunities available through 
our partners at the Community 
Thread and the Courage-Kenny 
Center

The opportunities have a need for all 
kinds of skills —driving, painting, 
encouraging, mentoring, serving 
a meal, cleaning, raking, bagging 
groceries, stocking shelves, and many, 
many others—  and these ministry 
teams are always open to new team 
members!

If you feel called to serve in the inner-
city, our ministries in St. Paul await 
your engagement. Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church-Midway and Loaves & Fishes 
offer a variety of ways for all ages 
to engage. These intergenerational 
ministry teams have shared their love 
by serving tens of thousands of meals 

to the hungry, providing 
clothes and warm winter 
wear to the homeless, 
filling hundreds of back-
to-school backpacks, 
and helping at the annual 
BLC-Midway Summer 
Neighborhood Block 
party. 

Maybe your focus 
centers more on serving 
our congregational 
community? If so, 

then please know there are service 
opportunities available every month 
right here at Trinity!  Intergenerational 
teams come together to help our 
worship services be welcoming 
through ushering, greeting, serving 
communion, baking communion 
bread. Behind the scenes, the Altar 
Guild, the Fine Arts Committee, and 
the Helping Hands crew prepare our 
facility. All ages are welcome to join in 
sharing their gifts!

This holiday season is an excellent 
time to get started in Missions!  If you 
missed your chance to serve at the 

L E T ’ S  G E T  I N T E R - G E N E R A T I O N A L
annual Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner 
or the Community Meal Packing 
Event, you  can still get in on our 
Thanksgiving Day Lunch ministry! Go 
to: signupschedule.com/pattiolson to 
donate your time, some food (turkey, 
pie, butter, potatoes, etc.) or both! 
Everyone is welcome to donate, serve 
and take part in the Thanksgiving lunch 
from Noon-2 p.m. on Thanksgiving 
Day here at Trinity. Everyone who 
serves also eats, and it is a beautiful 
community gathering for all to enjoy. 

Another holiday tradition is our 
Angel Tree Ministry, which provides 
gifts for children of people who are 
incarcerated. This is a great opportunity 
for you and your kids or grandkids 
to select a child’s nametag off of the 
tree, shop together for a gift, wrap it 
together, and deliver it to church for 
distribution. Angel Tree provides a 
wonderful opportunity for you to 
spend time together and share your 
thoughts about the gift of faith in 
Christmas as well as the stewardship of 
resources.

Finally, if God is calling your heart to 
serve a bit farther away from home, 
Trinity’s global missions continue to 
offer a variety of intergenerational 
opportunities in Mexico, Guatemala, 
and Tanzania. Over the years, teams 
have spanned the spectrum of ages, 
blending multi-decade teams of 
pre-teens to folks in their 80s. Each 
experience offers the opportunity 
to learn from those of different 
generations, as well as broadening your 
world perspective and understanding of 
other cultures.

So, embrace this “new” inter-
generational trend by jumping on 
board with these mission opportunities.  
You’ll not only share your strengths, 
you’ll learn from others while 
preaching the gospel message of love to 
the world!

 

W H Y DO I  GO TO CH U RCH…?

Whether your 
call to service 

is here.. .or 
around the 
world, your 
oppor tunity  

is just a phone 
call away.

In the last issue of Trinity Today, 
Tom asked in his Missions column, 
“Why do you go to church?”  My 
response is, “Music and Missions”.  

Trinity’s rich and diverse music 
program feeds my spirit, and choir 
practice on Wednesday night is my 
mid-week pick-me-up and energy 
break.  While music feeds my own 
spirit and soul, missions,  on the 
other hand, is all about others — or 
is it? Both mediums have powerful 
messages of transforming lives: 
our own and our neighbors, being 
of service to God and others, and 
sharing our gifts.  

I am a firm believer in the 
expression “actions speak louder 
than words”; mission work calls us 
to do just that.  

I returned last week from 
my first trip to Tanzania and 
Bomalang’ombe School.  We, as 
Trinity, have so much to be proud 
of and thankful for and so much 
yet to do.  It was great to be there 
with others who have been there 
before (Tom, my husband, Fred, 
Pete Schuna, Harry from Iringa, 
and DelAnn from LuHi in Long 
Island) to see what important 
foundational work has 
been done before, and 
what strides the school 
and community had 
made.  I benefitted from 
the strong relationships 
of respect, trust, and 
keeping our word as 
partners at the school 
as we were warmly 
welcomed by the 
students and faculty.  

After almost 30 years 
of working in health and human 
services in nonprofit organizations 
across the Midwest, I thought I 
had seen it all. However, nothing 
quite prepared me for Third World 

poverty and the daily struggles of our 
brothers and sisters in Tanzania.  Here 
in the Twin Cities, I have worked in 
refugee resettlement and witnessed 
others’ journeys leaving their 
homeland due to war and persecution. 
It was now my turn to experience 
others’ homeland 8,000 miles away, 
eat  their traditional foods, 
shop in the market (we 
bought mattresses for the 
dispensary at the same 
place they sold plows and 
fabric), and be the minority 
culture. Subsistence 
farming is the norm and 
watching the women in 
the fields on the steep 
hillside with their jamba 
(combination hoe and pick) 
chip away at hard clay 
soil reminded me of pioneer history 
settling here in the Midwest. Modern 
farming practices clearly have not 
come to that part of the world yet.  

The students’ desires to learn, and their 
excitement even under very challenging 
circumstances, was refreshing and 
energizing. Education is their way out 
of poverty and an opportunity to go 
on to higher education and/or return 
to their villages and become leaders 

in the village. Class size 
varies from 40 to 70 due to 
lack of space, educational 
materials, basic supplies, 
and teachers.  This is in 
sharp contrast to needing 
permission from the 
Dean at Century College 
if I have more than 30 
students in one of the 
classes I teach.  Many of 
the Boma teachers live 
on campus, away from 

their own families, and are with the 
students 24/7, teaching, mentoring, 
and coaching.  I find myself thinking 
about my own willingness to sacrifice 
that much to help children and my 

community. 

Being present for graduation was 
the highlight of the trip.  Watching 
students dance into the great hall 
surrounded by beaming parents, 
principals, and the Bishop from the 
Iringa diocese was simply thrilling.  
It is a scene and memory I will never 

forget. 

I assisted Debby Schuna 
with the dispensary 
project, painting, cleaning, 
and sorting supplies.  The 
school, as well as the 
orphanage, received basic 
first aid supplies.  More 
importantly, Debby spent 
time with the school’s 
nurse teaching, training, 
and encouraging the young 
woman who was eager to 

help her fellow classmates.   

Doing with someone, not for someone, 
is a core tenet of community building.  
Working side-by-side, the students 
and teachers work in a way that is 
culturally appropriate, sustainable 
for the school, and builds on their 
strengths and gifts — which are many.  
Personal resiliency and faith were 
clearly evident, as the headmaster 
has plans for additional badly 
needed classrooms, and for future 
sustainability through tree planting and 
selling lumber.     

Tanzania is not for the faint of heart 
or for those who need predictable 
schedules and plans. It is, however, 
for all who want to make a tangible 
difference, experience God’s strength 
and beauty around the world, and have 
an opportunity to build relationships 
across the globe. With Thanksgiving 
before us, and our dining room tables 
bursting with good food and bounty, 
please remember our friends in 
Tanzania. To God Be the Glory!

. . .“actions  
speak louder 
than words”; 

mission  
work calls  
us to do  
just that.  

Doing with 
someone,  

not for 
someone,  
is a core 
tenet of 

community 
building. 

By Renae Oswald Anderson
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G R O U P S & T E A M S

Hearts of the Home Moms
First, third & fifth Wednesdays 
9:15-11:30 a.m.
Hearts of the Home is an 
interdenominational Christian-
based group of moms who believe in 
supporting and nurturing each other 
through fellowship, small groups, 
prayer and service. Each meeting 
begins with fellowship and a brief 
devotional, followed by a small group 
study.  Everyone is welcome, regardless 
of religion or ability to pay, and we 
are super excited to see you! If you 
have questions or would like additional 
information, please contact Maggie at 
406-544-3304 or Amber 704-609-7132.

Christmas at the James J. Hill 
Mansion
Thu., Dec. 4, 10 a.m. 75-minute tour
Meet in the Commons at 8:45 a.m. to 
carpool to 240 Summit Ave., St. Paul 
Sign up by Thu., Nov. 20 in the Commons 
on Sundays or in the Church Office 
during the week.
$9/adults, $7/seniors (age 62+), pay at the 
door; Lunch following on your own at 
Boca Chica
Rugged stone, massive scale, fine detail 
and ingenious mechanical systems 
recall the powerful presence of James 
J. Hill, builder of the Great Northern 
Railway. Guides lead tours that help 
you imagine family and servant life in 
the Gilded Age mansion, the setting 
of the public and private lives of the 
Hill family. There will be a Victorian-
decorated Christmas tree. Please 
reimburse your driver for gas. Please 
contact Donna Harder at 651-351-5043 
or 651-329-7047 if you have questions 
or are willing to drive for the carpool.

Elder Law 
Tue., Dec. 9, 9 a.m. 
Garden Room
Seniors have unique 
health care, home care, 
and financial needs. 
Here you can learn about caregiving 
and managing appropriate living 
arrangements for your family, elderly 
parents, friends, or other relatives. If 
you have any questions, please contact 
Bob O’Neil at irviking@comcast.net or 
651-770-8881.

Celebrating Seniors
Wed., Dec. 3, 11 a.m.
Worship Center, Garden Room
Worship together – all are welcome to 
receive communion. Pastor Deb Ost 
will be preaching. Join us in welcoming 
her! Then enjoy a wonderful free 
lunch and inspiring program. Pastor 
Rod Anderson will speak about the 
psalmodikon, a one-stringed authentic 
Swedish instrument played by Beatrice 
Hole. Zanny Johnson, 651-439-7400, 
ext. 130, zjohnson@trinitylc.org

RETIRED MENGLOW:  
Vertical Endeavors
Sun., Jan. 18;  $30 
11:45 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Women, join us for a 
FUN afternoon of indoor rock climbing 
— no prior experience necessary!  Meet 
after the 10:30 a.m. service to carpool to 
St. Paul. Afterward, we’ll grab a bite to 
eat at Cosetta’s. Pleaser register online. 
For more information, contact Jodi 
Weyrauch, jodiweyrauch@gmail.com

Tuesday Book Group
Tuesdays, 9 a.m. – Trinity’s Library
Join other women in friendship and lively 
conversation about fiction and non-
fiction books covering a wide variety of 
topics and themes.  
Jenny Hammer, 651-439-4351

Working Moms
Nov 22, Dec 6, 9:30 a.m.  
Tin Bins, Stillwater
Working Moms is a small group of 
supportive women living and learning 
about motherhood while managing 
their careers. You will find laughter, 
encouragement, coffee, sweet treats, 
and amazing friendship. Elaine Knodt, 
Elaine_Knodt@yahoo.com, Melissa Haase, 
mhaasedvm@gmail.com

Supporting Women as Professionals 
(SWAP)
Monthly on Tuesdays, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Take an intentional “break” to gather for 
a relaxing lunch and time to socialize, 
reflect, laugh and build relationships with 
other professional Christian women. 
Dates and locations will be announced 
via email. To be placed on the email 
list, please contact Jolene Patterson at     
Jolene.Patterson@AndersenCorp.com  
or 651-485-2004.

Sunday evening book group
Second & fourth Sundays, 7 p.m. 
Kowalski’s, Stillwater
Join other women in friendship and lively 
conversation about fiction and non-
fiction books covering a wide variety of 
topics and themes.  
Jenny Hammer, 651-439-4351

December 7-13
Ad`vent (noun) def. the start or 
beginning 
The season of Advent is the beginning 
of the story that leads to Jesus. It is a 
story that transforms lives and gives 
purpose and grace. Join other women 
at a small, relaxing gathering; choose 
a date and location that fits your 
schedule. With a warm beverage in 
hand, pause and reflect on the wonder 
of the season. Watch for P.A.U.S.E. 
sign-up opportunities online or call 
the Church Office beginning in 
late November. Advent P.A.U.S.E. 
hostesses and leaders are needed. If 
interested, contact Karen Gieseke at 
651-492-6610 or kgieseke@live.com

ADVENT P.A.U.S.E.
Peace And Understanding – a Season to Embrace

Pick an Angel Tree 
Tag Beginning Nov. 30
Angel Tree connects parents 
in prison with their children 
through Christmas gifts provided by 
the Trinity community and given in 
the parent’s name. Trinity receives 
information on 60 children; the Angel 
Tree team then contacts the children’s 
caregivers for gift requests, collects the 
gifts from Trinity members, and ensures 
that the gifts are delivered the week 
before Christmas. Each child receives 
two gifts, clothing and a toy, each valued 
at about $20. You are invited to take an 
Angel Tag off of the tree, purchase a gift 
for the child on the tag, wrap and label 
the gifts, and bring them back to Trinity 
by Sun., Dec. 7. Donations may also 
be made toward $20 gift cards for the 
caregivers.  Watch for tags on the Angel 
Tree on Sunday, Nov. 30 — then take one 
and make a child’s Christmas bright.

Thanksgiving Cooking & Delivery
Sat., Nov. 22, Cook in Trinity’s kitchen
Join us to cook a meal for 200! Then, help  
us deliver meals to three St. Paul churches,   
Sat., Nov. 22 & Thu., Nov. 27. Sign up at          
http://signupschedule.com/pattiolson.

Thanksgiving Service & Pie Social
Wed., Nov. 26, Noon worship followed by social
Kick off your Thanksgiving holiday with a 
special Thanksgiving service followed by pie 
and coffee! For more information, contact 
Zanny at zjohnson@trinitylc.org or ext. 130.

Thanksgiving Lunch
Thanksgiving Day, Noon-2 p.m. at Trinity
Lunch is open to all — not dependent on 
financial need! Gather with friends to share a 
meal and conversation. (Volunteers will both 
serve & eat.) Reserve your spot by calling 651-
439-7400.

This year, the Congregational Council will form some new teams to 
assist with Trinity’s administration.  These teams were outlined in the 
Stewardship Brochure, and are open to all members of the congregation.  
The new teams are:

·   Stewardship Education Team: This group would build on the 
past efforts of the Gratitude team to continue to build a culture of 
whole-life stewardship here at Trinity, focusing particularly on how 
we share our gifts to build a vibrant, sustainable ministry.

·   Young Families and New Member Stewardship Team: This 
group would pay particular attention to the stewardship education 
of young families and those who are new to Trinity, focusing on 
biblically-centered financial management during early marriage and 
child-rearing, and how to maximize our gifts for the glory of God.

·   Annual Appeal Team: This group would focus on the cultivation of 
Trinity’s regular pledging families.

·   Mission Board: This board will evaluate our current mission 
endeavors and ensure our long-term vision for Trinity’s mission 
work. Specific tasks will include: guiding Missions Team in choosing 
new mission endeavors; nurturing and developing all of Trinity’s 
mission partnerships; developing needed resources to support 
mission work.

·   Facilities Team: This team will develop a list of short-term and 
long-term church projects; prioritize the areas of the church most 
in need of maintenance; determine the cost associated with such 
maintenance; and report to the Congregational Council for funding.

Each team will develop its goals and work plans based on the above 
descriptions and with guidance from the church council, staff and 
coaching.  The initial commitment for team members will be one year; 
covenants will be renewed annually until each team decides to end its 
work.

If you are interested in serving on one or more of the above teams, 
please complete an application by answering the questions below (or 
by downloading an applicaiton at www.trinitylc.org, then clicking on 
“Connect” then “Groups & Teams”) and returning your responses to 
the Church Office by Dec. 31.  All applications will be reviewed by the 
Congregational Council, and team members chosen at the Council’s 
discretion.

Name:                                                                                                                                    

Address:                                 

Phone:                   Cell Phone:                             Email Address:                                                                                                                                 

On which team would you like to serve?

 

Why would you like to serve on this team?

 

What experience or abilities would you bring to this team?

New Teams in 2015
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L I S T E N I N G  T O  O N E  A N O T H E R
By Jody Thone, Suzy Fallon and Cat Clements

I believe in the power of deep listening.  I love to teach ways of 
listening to God, to our True Selves and to each other. This fall, 
I have taught three classes that focused on creating the space and 
context for sacred listening — and what happened?  You showed up. 
And of course, so did God!  

Take a look inside one 
Sunday morning adult 
learning class from two 
different perspectives…

TO
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S U Z Y  F A L L O N
I had the most incredible 
experience a few Sundays ago 
while attending a new Sunday 
Adult Learning class.  The class 
was led by Jody Thone and 
the topic was about Listening.  
Jody asked us to pair up to do 
a reflective listening exercise and 
I partnered with a young woman named, Cat.   Both of us 
had attended several of the Adult Learning classes, but we 
didn’t know each other at all.  I had no idea how old she 
was or what she was interested in.  I knew her name only 
from her nametag!

Cat and I sat facing each other and we were instructed to 
look at each other.  I mean, make real eye contact for a 
moment without saying anything.  Wow...I have to admit 
this was a little bit uncomfortable for me and, I think, for 
her, too!  Then, we were instructed to tell a story about 
something we were grateful for in our lives, and then listen 
fully for three minutes.  Then, we switched and I spoke and 
Cat listened.  

The three minutes that Cat spoke and I listened were 
nothing less than magical. I found myself connecting to her 
on a heart level.  This may sound corny, but I really think 
that in those three minutes of mindful listening, I had an 
opportunity to get a little glimpse of her true nature and her 
soul.  And, it was beautiful, gentle, intelligent, and so wise.  
In just three minutes, I learned that she was a good friend, 
was fun loving and super smart. In the three minutes that I 
spoke and Cat listened, I found myself understood.  

Together, we found out that we had much in common 
despite the nearly forty years difference in our age.  I believe 
that our souls had a little party together, even if for a brief 
six minutes!  I don’t know about Cat, but the experience 
has changed me forever.  I think about the gift she gave me 
when she allowed me to fully listen to her.  And, I cannot 
stop thinking about Cat’s incredible gifts and wisdom.   
Those six minutes have challenged me to be a more mindful 
listener in my everyday life.  Thanks, Cat, and thanks, Jody! 

C AT  C L E M E N T S
As a 14 year old, I often find it difficult to have meaningful 
conversations with people my age. That’s what draws me 
to Sunday morning classes at Trinity. It’s fascinating to be 
surrounded by so many different types of people who have 
all lived a life of faith. 

One morning, I went to a class without checking to see 
what it was about. When I got there, I was surprised, 
and a little overwhelmed, to find myself submerged in a 
class devoted to listening. To be completely honest, I’m a 
terrible listener. I grow impatient and become bored far too 
quickly when someone is talking to me. Because of that, 
I grew anxious and accepted the fact that this class was 
going to be dreadful. I then noticed Suzy, and became more 
comfortable. I had sat next to her in previous classes, so 
seeing a familiar face eased my mind. During the class, we 
practiced listening by listening to a partner tell us about a 
time when they were grateful. After a brief four minutes of 
doing this, Suzy and I discovered that we both played/play 
French horn and mellophone in school. Those are two fairly 
uncommon instruments, so it was crazy that we had that in 
common! It was shocking that it only took a few minutes of 
listening to find that kind of connection. 

So much gets missed in our everyday lives. Similar to fully 
grasping a book, we need to read between the lines. You 
could listen to someone all day and not really know what 
he or she was saying. How often do we ask people how 
their day is and genuinely care about how they respond? 
Not enough. I personally believe that we all have the 
responsibility as people of faith to care for our fellow 
humans. Everyone has something to say but not everyone 
has someone to listen.

T R E A S U R E R ’ S  
R E P O R T

Highlights from the Annual Meeting

By Todd King, Treasurer

Trinity had a successful 144th Annual Meeting on Sunday, Nov. 16 at Noon.  
There was a lot of healthy discussion about the budget, stewardship, and how 
the two relate.

The Treasurer’s Report and Presentation of the Budget highlighted the following 
items:

Tresurer’s Report for FY2014

• Trinity completed first full non-calendar fiscal year in 2014

• Fiscal year result: deficit of $183,000

• 8 months Mortgage interest ($116,448) brought back into Operating 
Expenses in 2014

• Expenses were well managed: at or below prior year levels

• Total contribution income = $1,638,000,  $150,000 under budget, a 
3.4% decrease v. actual for FY2013

• Trinity had its financial statements audited for FY 2014

Presentation of the FY2015 Budget

• Budgeted General Contribution Income of $1,767,000 is an increase 
of $129,000, or 7.8 % over FY2014 actual General Contribution 
Income;  $23,000 less than FY2014 Budget.

• 8 months of Rent Income is projected from the non-USPS tenant 
space in Croix Center

• 12 months of mortgage interest is included in Operating expense. 
Principal is in Capital Expense

• Personnel expense less than FY2014 cost; includes 2% mid-year 
compensation increase

• “Opening Doors” Capital Appeal money will be used only to cover 
outstanding demolition and previous project mgmt. & design work 
billings

• 2015 Budget as proposed, is an overall balanced budget

• In early January of 2015 when stewardship results are known, the 
Finance Team will convene to address a mid-year correction if needed

The meeting lasted two-and-a-half hours and ended with the congregation 
approving the FY2015 budget by a voice vote.

A copy of the Annual Report is available in the Church Office or online:  click 
“News” then “Governance”.

For more information, please contact me (toddking6@msn.com) or 
Parish Administrator Bob Eiselt (beiselt@trinitylc.org).

M E M O R I E S 
O F  T H E 
M O N T H

All Saints Day

Lefse-Making Day

Children’s Choir Sunday



After months of deliberation, listening, 
surveying, and conversing, we’ve heard 
from you and decided to move forward 
with the Sunday Morning Learning 
Hour. Beginning Jan. 4, Trinity’s Sunday 
morning schedule will change to the 
following:

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship

9:30 a.m. Learning Hour 
(children and adults!)

10:30 a.m. Contemporary 
Worship

W H Y  T H E  S W I T C H ?
After a year of research and a 
congregational survey, the Faith & 
Family 2020 Visioning Team made 
several specific recommendations to 
Trinity’s leadership; among those, they 
highlighted the importance of Impact 
Adults, Content, and Intergenerational 
Learning opportunities.

This new schedule allows us to bring 
learners of all ages together for special 
inter-generational events. It also allows 
for more robust Adult Learning offerings 
—more than one class for adults every 
Sunday— which, in turn, nurtures the 
faith of the adults in our congregation.  
This is wonderful in its own right and 
means adults can have a stronger impact 
on their own children and the children 
of the congregation.  Further, the new 
schedule allows for groups and teams to 
meet during the 9:30 a.m. learning hour. 

The Congregational Council, Faith & 
Family 2020 Vision Team, and the staff 
are all excited about the opportunities 
this change opens up.

W H E N  D O E S  I T 
S TA R T ?
We’ll kick off the new schedule on Jan. 
4.  On that Sunday, we’ll have children’s 
learning, as usual, as well as a baptism 

class for older children and adults who 
have not yet been baptized.  If you 
are one of those who has not yet been 
baptized, this will be an wonderful 
opportunity for you to come together 
with others and learn about baptism 
before our special baptism event on 
Jan. 11.

For those who already have 
been baptized, we’ll have a fun 
morning together of hospitality and 
fellowship as we preview the learning 
opportunities ahead.

Our first big inter-generational 
event will be on Sunday, Jan. 11. The 
Bible story that day is about Jesus’ 
baptism, so we will come together to 
learn, share stories, and celebrate the 
amazing gift of baptism.  The highlight 
of the day will be the baptisms of all 
children and adults who want to be 
baptized during worship!

We will have several more inter-
generational events this spring: on  
Feb. 15, we’ll lead into Lent together; 
on March 8 we’ll hold our annual 

pancake breakfast and share stories about 
mission and service experiences; and on 
May 17 we’ll make some music together. 
Keep your eyes out for more details as 
we get closer to these dates.

W H O  A R E  T H E S E 
E V E N T S  F O R ?
These are truly all-ages, all-are-welcome 
events. They are not just for families, 

parents and kids, or grandparents and 
grandchildren. Even if no one else in 
your family comes to Trinity, you are 
part of the family of this church and we 
all learn and grow together!

W H AT  A B O U T 
‘ R E G U L A R ’ 
S U N D AY S ?
Most Sundays will feel a lot like they 
do now: worship and then learning, 
or learning and then worship, or just 
worship. You can choose what works for 
you.

Our traditional worship service will 
begin at 8:30 a.m. and run until roughly 
9:20 a.m.  Then you’ll have time to grab 
a cup of coffee and socialize before 
learning hour begins at 9:30 a.m. 

All children’s learning will continue 
downstairs, just like it has all year, and 
adult learning will move upstairs to the 
Worship Center and Heritage Chapel.  
The learning hour will run from 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:20 a.m., then our Contemporary 
Worship will begin at 10:30 a.m.

This new schedule means you never have 
to choose whether to attend learning or 
worship.

W H AT ’ S  B E I N G 
O F F E R E D  F O R 
A D U LT S ?
We’ll present two learning offerings 
every Sunday for adults.  In January and 
February, Pastors Dan and Stephanie 
will take turns leading classes; Jody 
Thone also will lead several classes on 
“Listening to the Voice of Vocation”.  We 
also will continue our pattern of hosting 
a seminary professor for a Biblical 
discussion once a month. We’ll have more 
details about the classes in the January 
issue of Trinity Today, as well as in the 
bulletins and on posters throughout the 
church.

If you have any questions about the new 
schedule, please don’t hesitate to contact 
Pastor Dan at dpoffenberger@trinitylc.
org or Pastor Stephanie at svos@trinitylc.
org.

We look forward to this exciting new 
chapter at Trinity!
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E V E RY  S E R V I C E . 
E V E RY  S U N D AY .

Adult learning continues 
at every service, on every 

Sunday, through December:

DEC. 7 
Pastor Dan

DEC. 14 
Pastor Stephanie

DEC. 21 
Dr. Mark Throntveit,  

Luther Seminary

T H A N K  Y O U  T O 
E V E R Y O N E  W H O 
R E S P O N D E D  T O 
T H E  L E A R N I N G 

S U R V E Y ! 
The results were 2:1  

in favor of the  
8:30 a.m./9:30 a.m./10:30 a.m. 

schedule.
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES

Family Movie Night Suggestion — 
Keeping the Promise
Parents and grandparents, we have an 
easy and fun way for you to keep one of 
the promises you made at the baptism 
of your children.  As you know, Trinity 
has been using the narrative lectionary 
this fall so children and adults can 
learn from the same Old Testament 
stories each week.  One of these stories 
includes the 10 Commandments.  Here 
is a link to a great animated movie 
that will help everyone in the family 
better understand and appreciate the 
important story of Moses: http://
tinyurl.com/Trinity-10

Pop some corn, turn off your phones, 
and snuggle in to watch this movie 
together as a family — you’re sure 
to learn and be inspired by it, and it 
will naturally lead to some wonderful 
family discussion about God and 
faith.  Remember, the faith formation 
of children is most influenced by what 
they see their parents do and hear their 
parents say.

Have fun!                        —Julie Jolivette, 
CYF Specialist 4th-6th Grade

Do you love kids?

Small group leaders for Wednesday all 
ages pre-k through 6th grade needed and 
Sunday kindergarten small group leader 
wanted. Please contact Sandy Troyan at 
stroyan@trinitylc.org if you are interested 
in serving in children’s ministry!

Rite of Confirmation & Retreats
This fall, our 9th and 10th graders have been busy engaging in Confirmation 
and spending time at church.  Our 10th graders had a retreat at the beginning 
of October, spending time in worship, prayer, games, and fellowship.  The 
retreat was a great way to wrap up their confirmation journey before the Rite 
of Confirmation on Oct. 26.  On that day, 58 Trinity students were confirmed.  
We look forward to supporting these young adults as they transition into Senior 
High and continue their walk of faith with Christ.

Meantime, our 9th graders had an overnight retreat the first weekend in 
November, where they engaged in learning about the Creeds, making pumpkin 
pies for the Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner, prayer, and lots of games and sugar!  
Their time together finished on Sunday morning at the 9 a.m. Worship service.  

Be sure to ask our confirmation students how their year is going and how they’re 
seeing God at work in their lives!

—Kelsey Mans

Confirmation Faith in Action

Faith in action through making pies for the Lutefisk & Meatball 
Dinner, serving at the dinner, and meal packing!

Serving one another is part of our faith formation journey by doing 
what Jesus modeled for us.  Confirmation, in turn, is about learning 
God’s story and how we fit it into it through Bible study, small 
group discussion, and large group teaching. 

Remember to pray for our confirmation participants, leaders and 
families as they embark on this important part of their faith journey.

—Jody Nyenhuis

Lutheran  
hip-hop artist Agape 
rocked the house 
on Wed., Nov. 5.  
Through music and 
spoken word rap, the 
artist urged kids (as 
well as their parents 
and grandparents 
in attendance) to 
embrace those who 
are different from 
them.  Students in 4th 
through 10th grades 
danced, sang, and 
generally had a blast! 

K EEPI NG
he

Promise

Play & Pray Group
Sun., Nov. 23, 10:45-11:30 a.m.,    
Wed., Dec. 10, 9-9:45a.m. &            
Sun., Dec. 21, 10:45-11:30 a.m.  
Trinity’s Gym, downstairs
Parents of children ages birth to three 
are enthusiastically invited to attend. 
This is a great way to meet other 
parents who are experiencing the 
same things you are — and a fun time 
for the kids to play. Contact Melissa 
Gubricky at mgubricky@trinitylc.org 
or 651-439-7400, ext. 105.

Parents’ 
Night Out!

Save the Date: 

Date Change: Fri., Dec. 5, 6-8 p.m.
Cost: $10/child – Trinity’s Lower Level 
Birth-4th Grade; limited availability
Leave the kids at Trinity and get your holiday 
shopping done! Confirmation and High 
School youth will provide fun & games for 
kids ages birth-4th grade to raise money for 
summer camp. Look for online registration 
in the next week! Questions? Contact: Kelsey 
Mans, kmans@trinitylc.org, 651.439.7400, 
ext. 137 or Melissa Gubricky at mgubricky@
trinitylc.org or 651-439-7400, ext. 105.

We promise to place in their hands the 
Holy Scriptures…one step toward our 
children growing into confident persons 
who trust God, proclaim Christ through 
word and deed, care for others and the 
world God made, and work for justice 
and peace.

First Communion

Ten children made their first 
communion on Nov. 9: Charlie Kern, 
Emma Schmidt, Kaylyn Richert, Sam 
Suro, Tae Bertz, Jackson Gilles, AJ 
Stratmann, Carter Stratmann, Landon 
Weyer and  Henry Thury
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INTENTIONAL INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENTS
by Kathy Luoma

I like to describe myself as a “quote 
junkie”. Inspirational quotes, verses, 
photos and video clips surround me 
daily. My confirmation small group 
calls these tidbits our “Spiritual 
Snacks,” thanks to Cat Clements and 
her clever way with words. The above 
quote seems an appropriate Spiritual 
Snack for this article.

As I write this piece, I have just 
returned home from listening to the 
Christian rapper Agape 
energize our Wednesday 
night Trinity youth with 
his crazy, hip movements 
and voice. It was great to 
see parents, leaders and 
even a few grandparents 
—who most likely prefer 
singing a hymn like 
“What a Friend We Have 
in Jesus” over grooving 
to a rap song— showing 
some Lutheran swag! 
Agape also connected us to a recent 
Sunday sermon from Micah 6:8, which 
reminds us to do justice, love kindness 
and walk humbly with God. Just like 
my Spiritual Snack, Agape urged us to 
take time to hang out with people who 
don’t look, act, or think like we do. 

All the more reason to step out of 
our comfort zones and mix it up by 
becoming involved —and thinking— 
inter-generationally. 

Being intentional about the way we 
gather, share, and learn from each other 
—not only here at church, but also in 
our families and the world at large— is 
vital in order to pass on a faith that 
sticks with our children. 

Indeed, the importance of passing on a 
lifelong faith to our children was one of 
the most repeated themes to surface in 
the research conducted by the Faith and 
Family 2020 Vision Team. Additionally, 
in conversation after conversation, 
congregation members stressed the 
importance of passing on the stories 
and traditions we adults have found 
meaningful in growing our own faith. 

When the Faith and Family 2020 
Vision Team handed off 
its findings to Trinity’s 
leadership last winter, I 
personally felt as though 
I were handing over my 
newborn baby in hopes 
that she would be cared 
for and not forgotten: I 
hoped our words would 
be read, internalized, 
prayed over, and planted 
for Trinity’s future. 

After sitting through 
a presentation to families, hosted 
by Pastor Dan and Jody Nyenhuis, 
Director of Children, Youth & Families 
Ministries, I am pleased to 
see that is happening.

During the presentation, 
held Oct. 29 in the 
Worship Center, they 
outlined five key ministry 
objectives that are being 
put into practice as a 
direct result of the Faith 
& Family 2020 Vision 
Team’s findings:

• Invest in the Faith 
of Our Parents. This means all 
parents, from those who attend 

Sunday or Wednesday with their 
kids, to those who choose to drop 
off their kids for learning. 

• Create Intentional 
Intergenerational Learning 
Experiences. Help our youth learn 
about vibrant faith by immersing 
them with those who model faith-
filled lives.

• Continue to Grow the Number of 
Impact Adults. Surround our youth 
with trusted adults who love and 
support them.

• Continue to Offer Service 
Opportunities for Families. 
Participate in experiences that allow 
our youth to work alongside adults 
in mission work.

• Continue to Develop the Content 
of Our Teaching. Help all of us 
discern and experience how God’s 
word shines through the multitude 
of information so readily available in 
this technological society we live in. 

These objectives affect all of us, as 
they involve changing our worship 

schedule to make room 
for a learning hour filled 
with inter-generational 
possibilities. 

As well, to better 
serve the needs of our 
families, Trinity’s CYF 
staff structure also will 
change. The CYF director 
position will shift to a new 
role with a new name: 
Director of Engagement. 

Become friends with people who aren’t your age. 
Hang out with people whose first language isn’t 

the same as yours. Get to know someone who 
doesn’t come from your social class. This is how 

you see the world. This is how you grow. 

—Anonymous. 

Jody Nyenhuis will use her strengths to 
focus on integrating CYF families and 
new members into Trinity’s ministry, 
coaching groups and teams, and overall 
hospitality. Then, Trinity will call a 
Pastor of Family Faith Formation, who 
will focus on strengthening faith in the 
home, building a sense of community 
and “church” for CYF parents, and 
enhancing Confirmation ministries. 

These transitions and additions not 
only are exciting, they are a leap in 
what the Faith & Family 2020 Vision 
Team believes is the right direction.  
Our hope is that they will greatly 
increase our engagement with each 
other here at Trinity, in our homes, and 
in our community. Personally, I am 
both excited and grateful that Trinity’s 
leadership took this step for our future.   

As odd as it may have been for some of 
us to listen to hip-hop “hymns”, Agape 
provided us parents and grandparents 
with an important Spiritual Snack:  
don’t just pay lip service to those 
who are different from you — join 
them in their journey.  These changes 
encourage us to do this.  They may not 
be comfortable at first, but they have the 
potential to offer lifelong comfort to our 
children in the form of a strong, vibrant 
faith.

And for what it’s worth, I really do 
think the old hymn “What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus” might make a really great 
rap song — as a collaboration between 
some young and old minds.  Any 
takers?
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES

Confirmation students and their small-group leaders took part in the Community 
Meal-Packing Event on Wednesday, Nov. 12.  In all, Trinity and community 
members packed 310,000 meals!
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Mange tusen takk!
(many thousand thanks)

A hearty thank you to EVERYONE who helped 
make this year’s Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner a 
success! This dinner could not happen without the 
great volunteers (who are the backbone of this meal), 
the generous food and money donations from the 
groups, teams and people of Trinity’s community, and 
the many prayers sent on our behalf. We are blessed 
to be part of a community that celebrates the heritage 
of its past and works to alleviate hunger in the future.

Jeannie Wendorf & Joannie Whipps
Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner Co-chairs

LEFT: Three thumbs up 
from Alex Rojas, Einar 
Otterness and Edward 
Olson, Jr. Alex often 
cooks his native Mexican 
food for Einar, so to 
thank him, Einar brought 
him to the Lutefisk 
Dinner — the best way 
to give Alex a taste of 
Einar’s native food! After 
downing a mound of 
mashed potatoes, lutefisk, 
butter and gravy, Alex 
pronounced it “really 
good.”

Many thanks to the ladies who 
embroidered dish towels that 

were sold at the Lutefisk & 
Meatball Dinner.  Through the 
sale of dish towels and cloths, 

we were able to put $1,016 into 
the Sunshine Fund!  Towels will 
again be available to embroider 

for next year.  For more 
information, please contact the 

Church Office.
—Norma Swanson

M e at b a l l    D i n n e r&

RIGHT: Happy 
96th birthday 
to George 
Badman, who 
had the good 
taste to spend it 
at the Lutefisk & 
Meatball Dinner! 



After more than a decade of conjuring 
up creative brochures, posters and 
banners, Publications Specialist 
Amy Shalles is leaving for a full-time 
position closer to her home.

During her time at Trinity, Amy 
has transformed the look of just 
about everything we communicate, 
imbuing it with beauty, style, and 
a bit of whimsy.  Last year, for 
example, she created Wheaties box 
Christmas ornaments for the kids 
in the 5/6 BOC — making nearly 70 
individual boxes, emblazoned with 
each child’s photo, to hang on the 
Christmas tree.  This year, all children 
will receive another Amy-designed 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH  —Linda Flood, Food Services Manager
I make this chowder every year on the day after Thanksgiving. My version is light and 
easy to make. I always have at least one bowl in which I place a big scoop of leftover 
stuffing and then the soup on top. Mmmmmm. Takes away from the healthfulness, but 
really tasty. Enjoy!

Turkey Corn Chowder

Joe & Christy Barwick, Shelby & Will

Dana & Quentin Gabor,  
Caspar & Soren

Theresa & Mark Lenz, Sean & Elliot

Angie & Gary Hong, Charlie

Ron & Debbie Becker

Elizabeth Eaton, Ava

Todd & Michelle Skjervold,  
Anders & Erik

Jinny Wells

Shea & Chris Eliasen, Cates & Mia

WELCOME NE W MEMBERS   

1/2C chopped onion
1C chopped celery
1T margarine
2C stock (low-sodium, turkey or 
chicken)
2 1/2C peeled cubed potatoes
1/2t celery salt
1/2t poultry seasoning (or more to taste)

1/4t white pepper
1/4t black pepper
dash cayenne pepper
2C turkey cubes (or bits) you can use more
1/2 can of drained corn or about 1C frozen
3T cornstarch
2C skim milk

Directions

1. In a stockpot over medium heat, saute onion and celery in margarine until soft.
2. Add broth, potatoes and spices and bring to boil.
3. Reduce heat to low, cover and simmer 10-15 min until potatoes are tender.
4. Stir in turkey and corn.
5. Mix cornstarch and milk together and add slowly to soup.
6. Heat until thickened.

Not Pictured: Sally and Todd 
DiMartini & Alexander, Julia and 

Anna; Rachael Harvey; Kim Pleticha,  
Madeleine & Nicholas Stankiewicz.

Trinity welcomed 36 new members on New Member Sunday, Nov. 16!  

GOODBYE AMY SHALLES   
surprise at the Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day Worship Services. Her 
creativity really knows no bounds…

While Amy may not miss slogging 
nearly 55 miles round trip in our 
Minnesota winters’ near-blizzard 
conditions to print the bulletins, 
we absolutely will miss her doing 
it.  Her creativity, dedication, and 
wonderful spirit have enriched us 
immeasurably.  As sad as we are to 
see her leave, we’re thrilled for her 

and her family and wish them all the 
best in this new chapter of their lives. 

—Kim Pleticha, 
Director of Communications

Feeling GRATITUDE and not expressing it 
is like wrapping a PRESENT and not giving it.

—William Arthur Ward 
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 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning (3 yrs-Gr 6): Lower Level
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-9): Worship Ctr
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Rm
 7:30 p.m. The River Worship: Youth Area
 8 p.m. Yin Yoga: Garden Room
Thu., Dec. 11 – Advent PAUSE: Hostess Homes 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 1 p.m. Martha Circle Mtg: Living Rm
Fri., Dec. 12 – Advent PAUSE: Hostess Homes 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B
Sat., Dec. 13 – Advent PAUSE: Hostess Homes 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Luther Hall
 8:30 a.m. Breakfast with Angels: Worship Ctr
 5 p.m. EVENING Worship, Communion
 7:30 p.m. Cantus Concert: Worship Ctr
Sun., Dec. 14 – Third Week of Advent
 9 a.m. Lifelong Learning Class: Living Rm
 9 a.m. TRADITIONAL Worship
 9 a.m. Sunday Learning (3 yrs-Gr 6): Lower Level
 10:30 a.m. CONTEMPORARY Worship
 10:30 a.m. Lifelong Learning Class: Living Rm
 3 p.m. St. Paul Chamber Concert
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group: Off-site
Mon., Dec. 15 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 4 p.m. Cong. Council Mtg.: Office Conf. Rm.
 6 p.m. Jubilate (Adult) Bells: Heritage Chapel
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
Tue., Dec. 16 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Meeting: Library
 7 p.m. Worship Rehearsal: Worship Center
Wed., Dec. 17 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms
 10:15 a.m. Linden Sr. Communion
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs: Choir Rom
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Room
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning: Lower Level
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. River Christmas Worship: Youth Area
 8 p.m. Yin Yoga: Garden Room
Thu., Dec. 18
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
Fri., Dec. 19 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B
 10:30 a.m. Boutwells Landing Sr. Communion
 1:15 p.m. Rivertown Commons Sr. Communion
Sat., Dec. 20 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m. EVENING Worship, Communion
Sun., Dec. 21 – Fourth Week of Advent
 9 a.m. Sunday Learning (3 yrs-Gr 6): Lower Level
 9 a.m. Lifelong Learning Class: Living Room
 9 a.m. TRADITIONAL Worship
 9 a.m. Couples Small Group: Library
 10:30 a.m. CONTEMPORARY Worship
 10:30 a.m. Lifelong Learning Class: Living Room
 10:45 a.m. Play & Pray Group: Gym

D E C E M B E R  1 - 3 1

Mon., Dec. 1 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8:45 a.m. Bridge for Trinity: Garden Rm
 1:30 p.m. Commodity Food Distribution: Off-site
 6 p.m. Jubilate (Adult) Bells: Heritage Chapel
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
Tue., Dec. 2 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Rm
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Meeting: Library
 7 p.m. Worship Rehearsal: Worship Center
Wed., Dec. 3 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms
 11 a.m. Celebrating Seniors: Worship Center
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs: Choir Rm 
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Rm
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning (3 yrs-Gr 6): Lower Level
 6:16 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-9): Worship Ctr
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Rm
 7:30 p.m. The River Worship: Youth Area
 8 p.m. Yin Yoga: Garden Rm
Thu., Dec. 4
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. AWE James J. Hill Tour: Off-site
 2 p.m. Healing Touch Group: Rm 108B
 6:30 p.m. Tree of Remembrance Service: Worship Ctr
Fri., Dec. 5 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Rm 108B
 6 p.m. Parents’ Night Out: Lower Level
Sat., Dec. 6 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall
 9:30 a.m. Working Moms: Tin Bins
 2 p.m. Croix Chordsmen/Sweet Adelines Concert
 5 p.m. EVENING Worship, Communion
 7:30 p.m. VocalEssence Concert: Worship Ctr
Sun., Dec. 7 – Second Week of Advent – Advent PAUSE 
 9 a.m. TRADITIONAL Worship
 9 a.m. Couples Small Group: Library
 9 a.m. Sunday Learning (3 yrs-Gr 6): Lower Level
 9 a.m. Lifelong Learning Class: Liv. Rm.   
 10:30 a.m. CONTEMPORARY Worship
 10:30 a.m. Lifelong Learning Class: Liv. Rm.  
Mon., Dec. 8 – Advent PAUSE: Hostess Homes 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 1 p.m. Rebekah Circle: Library
 6 p.m. Jubilate (Adult) Bells: Heritage Chapel
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
Tue., Dec. 9 – Advent PAUSE: Hostess Homes 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Retired Men’s Group: Elder Law
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 9 a.m. Croixdale Sr. Communion
 9:15 a.m. Leah Circle Meeting: Narthex
 10 a.m. Good Samaritan Sr. Communion
 10:30 a.m. Greeley Sr. Communion
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Meeting: Library
 7 p.m. Worship Rehearsal: Worship Center
Wed., Dec. 10 – Advent PAUSE: Hostess Homes 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 9 a.m. Play & Pray Group: Gym
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs: Choir Rm 
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Rm

C A L E N D A R
•  Bella Dolly Moen, daughter of
    Aaron & Venessa Moen 
 
•  Scarlett Bree Kooiker, daughter of
    Patrick & Heather Kooiker 

• Blake Michael Wendel, son of
     Joshua & Michelle Wendel  
   
• Milo Rhys Adams, son of
    Mark & Chantelle Adams 

• Oct. 18-19: Flowers given in honor of 
Norma Swanson’s 90th birthday.
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W O R S H I P

W O R S H I P

T R I N I T Y
O P P O R T U N I T I E S

A T T E N D A N C E

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

October 18 & 19
5 p.m. ............ 54
9 a.m. .......... 202 
10:30 a.m. .N/A

October 25 & 26
5 p.m. ............ 51 
9 a.m. .......... 261 
10:30 a.m. ... 185 

November 1 & 2
5 p.m. ............ 44  
9 a.m. .......... 350
10:30 a.m. ... 270

November 8 & 9
5 p.m. ............ 45  
9 a.m. .......... 256 
10:30 a.m. ... 268
Vet. Service . 150

November 15 & 16
5 p.m. ............ 60  
9 a.m. .......... 206 
10:30 a.m. ... 274

B A P T I Z E D

ALTAR FLOWERS

T R I N I T Y

TODAY

• Saturdays, 5 p.m. 
Evening Worship, Communion

• Sundays, 9 a.m. 
Traditional Worship, Nursery, 
Communion

• Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 
The WALK Contemporary 
Worship, Nursery, Communion

Trinity’s van is available for the 
Sunday, 10 a.m. worship service at 
Trinity. A van ride is available for 
members or non-members lacking 
other means of transportation. Please 
call the Church Office at 439-7400 
between 9 a.m. Wednesday and  
4 p.m. Thursday to reserve your seat 
each week. Estimated pick-up times 
for senior residences if you have 
reserved a seat:

 8:15 a.m. – Boutwell’s Landing  
            at the main entrance
 8:25 a.m. – Raymie Johnson
 8:35 a.m. – Croixdale
 8:40 a.m. – Oakridge
 8:45 a.m. – Rivertown Commons

APOLOGIES! In the November 
issue of Trinity Today, we thanked 
everyone who keeps Trinity’s indoor 
and outdoor planters so beautiful...
but we omitted Sandy Wendt! We 
wanted to draw your attention to 
this, because she works really hard 
on those planters and deserves our 
heartfelt thanks for it.  Be sure to pat 
her and the other planter folks on the 
back when you see them in church! 
Also, we missed Edith L. Nelson’s 
name in the All Saints List.

Mon., Dec. 22 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 6 p.m. Jubilate (Adult) Bells: Heritage Chapel
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
Tue., Dec. 23 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
  NO Women’s Bible Study
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Meeting: Library
 7 p.m. Worship Rehearsal: Worship Center
Wed., Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
  2 p.m. WORSHIP
 3 p.m. WORSHIP
 4 p.m. WORSHIP
 5 p.m. WORSHIP
 7:30 p.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION
 9 p.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION
Thu., Dec. 25 – Christmas Day
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION
Fri., Dec. 26  – OFFICE/BUILDING CLOSED
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall
Sat., Dec. 27
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall
 5 p.m. EVENING Worship, Communion
Sun., Dec. 28 – NO Children’s Sunday Learning
 9 a.m. Lifelong Learning Class: Living Room
 9 a.m. TRADITIONAL Worship
 10:30 a.m. CONTEMPORARY Worship
 10:30 a.m. Lifelong Learning Class: Living Room
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group: Off-site
Mon., Dec. 29 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 6 p.m. Jubilate (Adult) Bells: Heritage Chapel
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
Tue., Dec. 30 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
  NO Women’s Bible Study
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Meeting: Library
 7 p.m. Worship Rehearsal: Worship Center
Wed., Dec. 31 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
  NO Children’s & Confirmation
  NO River Worship
  NO Trinity Choir Rehearsal

Holiday Corn Spoon Bread
It’s like a corn souffle, in the slow cooker!
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 l o v e . t r a n s f o r m . s e r v e .

T R I N I T Y

TODAY

Two seating options  
allow your family to see  

the program and  
do a family craft  

before or after breakfast.

Arrive 8:30 a.m. 
Crafts & Family Photo 
Breakfast 
Program in Worship Center

Arrive 9:30 a.m. 
Program in Worship Center 
Breakfast 
Crafts & Family Photo

Option 2:

$7/person; 
$20/family maximum

Registration 
Deadline: 

Mon., Dec. 1
Register online at  
www.trinitylc.org

This special event is designed for multi-generational 
families with children age 3 through Grade 6.

Trinity’s Garden Room

Breakfast
withAngels

2014

In partnership with LADC, Trinity invites you to:

Option 1:

Sat., Dec. 13


