[bookmark: _GoBack]Watertown Girls Fastpitch Association
Player/Parent Code of Conduct
Player…..

· I will always play by the rules
· I will never argue with an official.  If I disagree with a decision I will inform my coach during a break or after the competition
· I will control my temper.  I understand that verbal abuse of officials, other players and deliberately distracting or provoking an opponent are not acceptable or permitted behaviors
· I will work equally hard for myself, teammates, and coach(s)
· I will be a good sport and applaud all good plays whether they are md from my team or the opposition
· I will treat all players as I like to be treated.  I will not bully or take unfair advantage of another competitor
· I will cooperate with my coach(s) team mates and opponents
· I will display modesty in victory and graciousness in defeat
· I will participate for my own enjoyment and benefit, not just to please parents and coaches
· I will not arrive at venue’s under the influence
· I will respect the rights, dignity and worth of all participants regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background or religion
· I will thank the opposition and officials at the end of games
Parents…..
· I will remember that children participate to have fun and that the game is for youth, not adults.
· I will inform the coach of any physical disability or ailment that may affect the safety of my child or the safety of others.
· I (and my guests) will be a positive role model for my child and encourage sportsmanship by showing respect and courtesy, and by demonstrating positive support for all players, coaches, officials, and spectators at every game, practice, or tournaments.
· I (and my guests) will not engage in any kind of unsportsmanlike conduct with any official, coach, player, or parent such as booing and taunting; refusing to shake hands; or using profane language or gestures.  This includes verbally berating.
· I will not encourage any behaviors or practices that would endanger the health and wellbeing of the athletes.
· I will teach my child to play by the rules and to resolve conflicts without resorting to hostility or violence.
· I will demand that my child treat other players, coaches, officials, and spectators with respect regardless of race, creed, color, sex, or ability.
· I will never ridicule or yell at my child or other participants for making a mistake or losing a game.
· I will emphasize skill development and practices and how they benefit my child.
· I will promote the emotional and physical well-being of the athletes ahead of any personal desire that I may have.
· I will respect the officials and their authority during games and will never question, discuss, or confront coaches at the game field, and will take time to speak with coaches away from the children not less than 24 hours later.
· I will demand a sports environment for my child that is free from drugs, tobacco, and alcohol and I will refrain from their use at all Watertown Girls Fastpitch events as appropriate.  Smoking is not allowed around the children.
· I will refrain from coaching my child or other players during games and practices, unless I am one of the official coaches of the team, or have been asked to assist.
· Any disagreement with a coach will first be discussed with the coach (no earlier than 24 hours later), then if necessary with a board member, and then if necessary to the full board.
· As a family we must donate a minimum of 24 working hours during the softball season.  There are 3 tournaments held for these working hours to be completed. This includes, but is not limited to concessions and field work.
· I also agree that if I fail to abide by the aforementioned rules and guidelines, I will be subject to disciplinary action, that could include, but is not limited to, the following:
1. First occurrence - Verbal warning
2. Second occurrence - Written warning and parental game suspension with written documentation to be kept on file by all involved parties
3. Third occurrence - Parental season suspension
Depending on the severity of any occurrence, the board has the right to the following:
1. Removal of My Child without refund and/or
2. Permanent removal from the Watertown Girls Fastpitch Association without refund
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I/We have read, acknowledged, and will abide the Parent/Player Code of Conduct.
	
                	 Parent Signature                      Date		Parent Signature                      Date
	
                	 Player Signature                      Date
