
TSA Weather & Lightning Policy 
The safety of the players, parents, coaches, and refs is the number one priority for TSA 
and shall be the main reason for making decisions about suspension of play. The board 
member on duty is responsible for monitoring weather conditions while working their 
shift. The board member on duty should monitor lightning and extreme weather to make 
a judgment call of what actions should be taken. Field conditions shall be monitored by 
the second vice president (fields). He or she shall make a judgment call to allow play, 
suspend, or cancel games based on the City of Tyler’s recommendations and field 
conditions. If field or weather conditions are determined to be unsuitable or too 
dangerous for play, it is the responsibility of the board member on duty and/or the 
second vice president to cancel or delay games and to notify the participants at the 
fields of what actions they should take. Notification shall take place by sounding the air 
horns and/or the use of the loud speaker. He or she will then contact the third vice 
president (web site) to update the web site and the coordinators to notify the teams. The 
following guidelines should be used to determine if play should be cancelled or delayed: 

Field Conditions 

1. The Second vice president of fields shall assess the field conditions for standing 
water or mud. Judgment should be made taking into consideration the field 
conditions, time of season, and field grass conditions (seeding/time of year) 
regardless of current weather conditions.  

Dangerous Weather 

1. The use of a lightning detector, phone apps, and any other weather monitoring 
devices should be used along with monitoring the actual visual and sound 
conditions at location to determine distance of lighting and other extreme 
weather.  

a. Generally accepted protocol for suspension of play is any lightning within 

10 miles. Thunder is audible to about 10 miles. If using flash to bang 

anything under 30 seconds requires immediate evacuation (flash to bang 

distance is 1 mile for every 5 seconds. 30 seconds would only be 6 miles). 

If lightning is within five miles, with or without hearing thunder, the 

game(s) should be suspended and shelter sought. 

b. In the event of evacuation, all participants should retreat to their vehicles 

until notified of an all clear.  

c. Generally accepted protocol is to wait 30 minutes after the last lightning 

strike that is accompanied by thunder. 

d. The referee will have priority to call/postpone games based on field 

conditions while a game is in progress.  

Notice 



These are only guidelines and some exceptions to them will occur. The second vice 
president and/or the board member on duty shall make the final decision on game play. 
Protecting the safety of all participants should be the number one priority.  


