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Glenview Titans Fastpitch Association (GTFA)

BACKGROUND:

Welcome to Titans Fastpitch Softball!  This year the program will have teams at the 10u, 12u, 14u, 16u and 18u levels.  Our official team colors are Navy Blue and Gold.  We have been in existence for more than 20 years and just wrapped up an exciting 2015 season.  We also had great showings from all of our teams at the tournaments.

COACHING PHILOSOPHY:

Our philosophy is to teach the players the game of competitive fastpitch softball on and off the field.  We want players that have a desire to get better and want to play fastpitch softball at a competitive level in the future. Travel softball is not a recreation type sport and is meant for the serious player who has the desire to develop and compete at a higher level than park district.

PLAYING TIME:  

Our goal is to make this a rewarding experience for all involved however we want to prepare players for what it takes to be able to play at the higher competitive levels.  Playing time will be based on practice performance, game performance, game knowledge, work ethic and finally attendance.

OFFSEASON/PRESEASON/OFFICIAL SEASON (April 1st):

Some teams have taken advantage of the warm weather and began practicing.  Indoor practices will officially begin the first week of November usually through the end of March.  Indoor practices are optional however highly recommended.  They will take place at Diamond Instincts in Northbrook located at 600 Waukegan Road.  Pitchers and catchers will also have the opportunity to practice at the Springman school gym on some Wednesdays during the winter months.  **Note:  Indoor softie training balls must be used at Springman.

We will move to the outdoors to Swenson park weather permitting usually late March early April and players should have travel softball become their priority April 1st. During softball season, coaches will designate practice times but usually average 2-3 times a week.

**In order for players to continue to develop, the practice does not stop after the team practice ends.  For the players to gain the most, they must continue to practice what they are taught by the coaches while at team practices and reinforce it through practicing on their own time with their parents.

PARKING:

Please remember that the safety of the children including those of the Swenson neighbor is the highest priority and great caution should be considered while also abiding by the neighbor speed limit. 

If you will be parking on Linneman St. (Swenson South) and Henley (Swenson North), please be very considerate of the resident driveways which includes NOT blocking their driveways or using their driveways to turn your car around.   

For those who like to park in the 2 car area next to Swenson North, the parking area by the walkway only has space for 2 cars.   Parking in the middle is restricted and blocks the walkway entrance so your car may get ticketed.   Also, GTFA players and families are to use the walkway to get to Swenson North and NOT walk on the lawns of the 2 houses that are parked right next to the Swenson North field. 

If this situation does not improve immediately, GTFA players will be required to get dropped off and picked up at the Swenson park parking lot by the playground located on Shermer Road.

GAMES AND TOURNAMENTS:

We believe the best way to get better is by playing the best possible schedule based on the team’s ability but at the same time not overwhelming the players.  Our teams will play in the North Suburban Fastpitch League (NSFPL) for additional practice game experience in preparation for tournaments.  It is our philosophy that you get better by playing tough competition rather than winning against easy teams.   The travel softball season usually goes until end of July with teams participating in 3-8 tournaments, some working towards a Nationals bid.

FEE’S/SPONSORS/FUNDRAISING:

The GTFA travel fee is $800.00 which is non-refundable.  All GTFA families are expected to volunteer at least six (6) hours of their time during the Thunderbolt Classic weekend. Multi-player GTFA players will receive a slight discount off of their travel fee.  

Goals will also be set for teams to raise money by securing sponsors for our general and our tournament websites with teams having an opportunity to receive a percentage back for their team if they hit a minimum dollar amount of secured sponsors.   The monies collected from these sponsorships go towards next season’s expenses and training.

Each team will determine if any additional team fundraising is needed for their respective team (team building events, end of year part, nationals, etc.)  

Here are some of the items that your GTFA fee covers however is not comprehensive:

· Indoor Training facility

· Park District Fielding/Grooming/Park permits/Player taxes

· Umps for 3 practice games and NSFPL

· A minimum of 3 tournament entry fees (plus our Thunderbolt Classic) 

· Insurance

· ASA/NSA/USSSA roster fees

· Team Equipment

VOLUNTEERISM:  

The GTFA board is strictly made up of volunteers.  Board officer elections will take place at the November board meeting.  Because we are a non-profit organization we rely heavily on volunteers. As the season progresses, we will be needing volunteers for the following committees but not limited to the following:

· Thunderbolt Classic tournament

· Uniforms Sales

· Equipment

· GTFA Administration

· Website Master

· Team Parent (Assists coaches with administrative duties)

· Parent Reps. (Attend monthly board meetings and volunteers on a committee)

GTFA Calendar of Events

October

Official GTFA Parent Meeting will take place (10u/12u/14u/16u/18u Player  all fee’s due)

GTFA sponsors needed

November

Indoor training begins 

January/February

Uniform day

March/April

Official softball season begins

June

Thunderbolt Classic tournament (GTFA families volunteer)

July 

Players participate in the Glenview 4th of July parade
August/September
Tryouts

