
 
CHIPPEWA YOUTH HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES – December 16, 2015, 7:00 PM 
 
Called to order by: Bob Normand Time: 7:00pm 
 
Present: President (2015) Bob Normand      _x_  Vice President (2014) Steve Gibbs _x_ 
  Treasurer (2015) Erik LeMay     _x_  Secretary (2014) Michael Pynch _x_  
Board (2014) Randy Reeg __ Scott Peloquin _x_ Darrell Herr _x_  Dan McCauley __  
(2015) Rod Olson   _x_ Trevor Bohland _x_  Pat Bowe __   John Benish _x_ Brad Martin _x_ 
   
Other Attendees: 

Angie Niblett, Doug Anderson, and Jodi Ash 
 

1. General Meeting 
 
Angie is leading the Beerfest event again this year.  She came to the meeting to provide an update on 
how to make it even better than last year’s VERY SUCCESSFUL event.  Last year, we had the highest 
attendance to date and Gordy’s was very happy with the results.  One of the areas of concern from last 
year was the admission of people and rather than armbanding people this year Gordy’s will provide 
customized stamps which will also identify the non-drinkers from the drinkers.  Our ability to provide 
pizza quickly enough was an issue as one Pizza Truck (serves every 45 seconds) and 8 pizza ovens could 
not keep up.  Steve will see about coming up with another truck or more ovens.  We are also considering 
other options (e.g. Hot Dogs, Chips, etc.).  Porta-potties were also an issue and we are working out a 
good arrangement with Cesspool Cleaners.  Gordy’s requested some security be added to the event 
(workers in different color T-shirts) and we will look at having some volunteers perform that role.  We 
have used Right-way Shuttle in the past for transportation to bars and we are cutting down to 3 bars this 
year.  We are also going to get a quote from Chubb’s as he, and his family, has been a part of the 
association for many years.  Angie is looking for more volunteers to make sure we have enough people 
to help.  We will look to get volunteer spots posted for Beerfest like we do for County and RockFest.  
The date for Beerfest is Saturday, April 30.  Advertising will begin in January working with the 
marketing resource from Gordy’s.   
 
Jodi provided an update for the Figure Skating Club.  Their committee discussed whether they could 
justify the cost to build a locker room for their skaters.  They could not commit to this financially though 
they are very hopeful that the revised locker room plan is approved and completed.  It was noted that 
some of the parents did not know how to work in the concession stand and Jodi will be reaching out to 
Heidi Olson to get some general training or documentation for new parents. 
 
Doug provided an update on our first tournament.  There were 10 PeeWee As and 8 Bantam As.  This 
was a much better turnout for Bantams than past years.  Doug suggested that he could have even gotten 
more teams.  The upcoming Squirt B (9) and Squirt C (11) tournament is full.  For the girls tournament 
there are 8 for 14U and 6 for 12U.  We believe this is the only 8-team 14U tournament in the state and 
that had something to do with the Ice-Breaker tournament we combined it with this year.  For the Squirt 
As we have 12 teams and we don’t think we will get any more.  For the Pee Wee tournament we have 
PeeWee B (10) and PeeWee C (11).   We have 5 Mites teams as well with a couple teams coming from 
Ashland area.  Rod Olson noted significant concerns in getting enough referees even for non-tournament 
weekends.  The belief is that USA Hockey has made the acquiring the referee certification so difficult 
that for some it is simply no longer worth it. This issue is not a Chippewa Falls issue though one all 
associations are facing. 

 



2.   Secretary's Report 
 

The minutes for the month of November were approved via an e-mail vote and distributed to the 
Association. 
 

3.  Treasurer's Report 
 

Motion was made to approve financial report Michael, second by Darrell.  Motion carried. 
 

4.   Correspondence/Officer Reports 
 

Bob attended the WAHA meeting last week.  WAHA is going to start a Girls Senior Class tournament 
and a Kohlman Cup.  They have decided to hold the Girls Kohlman Cup in Chippewa Falls the third 
week of March 2016.   
 

5.  Old Business  
 
We have talked about improving our indoor shooting cage.  Bob got a quote from D1 backyard rinks for 
synthetic ice and boards on the current shooting cage space for $10,000.  Bob also shared that this year 
WAHA did give out $24,000 in grants.  We did not apply for a $1,000 grant this year though this is 
something we should keep in mind in future years. 
 

6.   New Business 
 
The board approved the purchase of a new industrial-grade skate sharpener.  This will replace one of the 
home models that we currently use.  It is in transit to the rink. 
 
Matt Lukowitz is coaching the Bantam A.  He brought it to our attention that there may be some energy 
savings through a solution in which he is familiar with.  We reviewed the proposal with the board and 
unfortunately we have an efficiency level at the rink that would not give us a benefit to install this 
system.  Thanks Matt for the idea and we want to encourage everyone in the association to help think of 
ways we can either reduce costs or increase revenues while focusing on our mission.  
 
Traci Beecham has a daughter on the 12U team.  She is a part of a group which does Hip Hop Zoomba 
and they no longer have access to the venue that they had been using.  She asked Bob if it was ok for 
them to use this area on Wednesday nights and given the practice schedule and typical lack of use of that 
area on Wednesday’s he said that would be fine.   
 
We have ice available on Wednesday nights and individuals were hoping to have a weekly goalie clinic.  
The ice was offered for this purpose and last week we had 11 goalies and 3 were high school aged.  Nick 
Schemenauer, John LaCasse, Dave Boisvert, and Kevin Cohoon are all involved in leading this clinic.  
Thanks Guys!   
 
We discussed the need for some new goalie equipment and specifically with pads that have an 
appropriate safety protection.  This can start to become a bigger issue at the Bantam level when skaters 
start to dial in their slap shots.   
 
Marty Hickey leads the Bucks program.  He is going to have his requests for summer ice time to Bob this 
week.  Trevor shared that we would honor our prices for Bucks for this summer though they would have 
to pay a Zamboni driver and for a clean-up at the end of weekend use.   
 



The last week of July we will be hosting the Bill Howard Camp.  Aside from needing six nets on the ice 
he would like creases painted in the ice for six goals.  We have agreed to accommodate that request. 
 
Given the need to revise our pricing for summer ice the Finance Committee will meet and finalize this so 
Bob can provide valid quotes to would-be renters. 
 
***Reminder to the last person in the rink… PLEASE LOCK UP AND SHUT OFF LIGHTS.   
 
Jeremy Stary has also offered to finish off the Boardroom for assessment hours.  Given that the 
Chippewa Sand Transport volunteers will not be available to us this winter the board agreed we would do 
so.   
 
Bob noted that from the WAHA meeting there will be fewer “Co-ops” and there will be more Girls 
Associations.  WAHA would like to tie more youth teams to the high schools so there is an identity to 
each girls program.   
 
From the WAHA meeting Bob also shared that WAHA would like to find ways to make things easier for 
parents to coach, referee, or get to help their young child learn to skate.  It is increasingly difficult for 
willing volunteers to just put on skates and help out.   
 
 

7.   Committee Reports  
  
 Facilities (Darrell) 

 North Rink Scoreboard 
Steve Gibbs will be meeting with Bill Bertrand to finalize the process.  We will be installing 
the new scoreboard the week of January 28th.   
 

 Rubber Matting 
Steve has the person finalizing the order. 
 

 Locker Room Sanitizing 
As a part of our agreement for Tony to provide equipment/gear sanitizing services to CYHA 
members, Tony Pilgrim completed the Locker Room Sanitizing on the South Rink on Friday, 
December 4.  He will finish the North Rink on Thursday, December 17.  Thanks Tony!  
 

 Internet/Rink Wi-Fi 
Darrell noted that during the high school hockey games the wireless is being overloaded.  Bob 
is going to talk to Charter to determine what is needed.  Michael will also see if there are 
other ways in which we can handle the sporadic demand.   

 
Finance/Administration (Randy) 

 Sponsorship Letters to Hotels 
Letters are out for 2015/2016 season. 
 

 Chuck-A-Puck Rack 
Scott Peloquin has the plan for the rack and he is bringing it to the High School Shop teachers 
to get it built.  
 

 Document Management Solution 
Michael Pynch has identified and individual at Wipfli that can begin this work. 



 
 
Special Events (Brad) 

      Beerfest Committee  
  This was addressed in the general meeting. 
 

      Country/RockFest Planning 
Schedule for CountryFest is out and it is already filling up.  We are still looking for Managers 
to commit for a few days.  We just got confirmation on RockFest that times are going to stay 
the same so we are hoping that we can post the schedule the same as last year with the 
exception of the elimination of Sunday.  We are looking to get sign-ups available by January. 

 
      New Year’s Eve at the Rink 

Steve noted that we had 30-40 families in attendance last year for this Potluck.  One rink was 
for skating and younger kids and on the North rink we had hockey for the older kids.  Erik 
and Steve are going to take lead on making this event happen again this year.  There is ice 
time available.  Steve is going to work to get a message out to the Association.   

 
On-Ice (Scott) 

 PeeWee A/Bantam A Tournament 
This was covered in the open meeting.  The only issue was with the dumpsters which we 
inadvertently filled the wrong ones.  Scott Tambornino came up and handled the situation for 
us.  Thank you! 
 

 Player Move-up and Team Rightsizing 
Trevor wanted to acknowledge the fact that many individuals attended the last board meeting 
and are looking for more direction on an adjustment to the player move-up policy, injury 
policy, and team right-size policy.  The PDC was asked to put together recommended changes 
to these policies. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn was made by Steve, with a second by Rod.  Meeting adjourned at 9:16PM. 

Next meeting is Wednesday, January 20, at 7:00pm at Boardroom. 
 


