
 

 

SILENT SIDELINE WEEKEND: 10/7-10/8 
 

 

WDDOA is proud to hold the 3
rd

 Annual FALL WDDOA - SILENT SIDELINE WEEKEND! A day when we 

let the kids just play so tell your parents to mark their calendars…OCTOBER 7
th

 / 8
th

 2017.  

Very often in youth sports, adults and parents can become overly vocal in their approach to working 

with and/or trying to encourage or motivate young athletes. However well-intentioned some of 

them may be, the results may not always be positive. With a Silent Sideline Weekend, parents and 

spectators are asked to keep talking to a minimum on the sidelines. Please note: coaches from each 

team will be able to direct their players as needed, just like a regular weekend, as this event is not 

meant to impede, interfere or diminish the job of a coach in any way during the game. 

With the sidelines quiet, players have the chance to concentrate, make their own split-second 

decisions which enables them to improve their game in a more natural manner. So instead of being 

distracted by the stream of noise that usually exists, the kids on the pitch get the opportunity to 

communicate with one another during the game. This also gives them time to think and focus on 

what they are about to do. 

Kids’ voices are really all we want to hear on match day. Team Managers…lollipops will be available 

at neutral site venues in the Referee Tent/Area and are always a fun way of helping remind your 

sideline of the WDDOA - Silent Sideline Weekend.  

Spectators are allowed to Encourage, Praise, Clap and Cheer to show their enthusiasm but are 

restricted from coaching their kids from the sideline. While clapping & minimal cheering is allowed 

for goals scored and efforts made by both teams, there is Absolutely NO shouting or directing from 

the parent sideline allowed. Remember it’s only over one weekend but we would hope this is a 

trend that will continue to grow.  

While we certainly understand that not everyone is going to agree with the idea, we do hope the 

kids will enjoy it and they won’t be the only ones!! The referees always appreciate the chance to be 

able to concentrate on the game and the kids instead of the sideline.  

Please Note: this is a WDDOA event only. Your game may take place at a complex that has games 

from other leagues being held that will not be participating. 

Please remember that a soccer field is still a playground for children no matter what their age. 


