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This spring and summer we have been 
hosting “Table Talks” around the six 
ministry areas that were identified by the 
Transition Team. The work of these Table 
Talks has been to identify ideas associated 
with each area of ministry and then to 
prioritize them and begin working on the 
top ideas.

Each Table Talk identified people who 
were willing to take the lead on exploring 
each of the top ideas. If no one showed 
an interest in working on one of the 
top ideas it was put in the “parking lot” 
until the time when someone is available 
to take it on. (All of the other ideas 
identified will be addressed over time.)  

On April 2, a Table Talk regarding 
Trinity’s Lifelong Faith Formation 
ministry was held. The top goals/focus 
identified at the meeting were:

1. Stewardship education 

2. Engage high school students (bridging 
through all stages of youth) to create 
“stickiness”

3. Survey on learning, including 
inventory of current offerings 

A follow-up meeting was held on 
Tuesday June 6 to hear updates on the 
top goals for Trinity’s Lifelong Faith 
Formation ministry. In the area of 
stewardship education, it was decided 
that a program that assisted people 
in understanding and handling their 
personal finances would be offered 
to the community this fall. Look for 
more information about the program 
in the next Trinity Today. There is also 
exploration being done into offering 
a seminar that will address long 
term financial planning. Because we 
understand faithful stewardship to be a 
lifelong practice among Christians, our 
CYF staff have embedded stewardship 
learning experiences throughout their 
programming for children and youth. 
All of this is meant to help the people 
of Trinity learn more about stewardship 
across the life span.

Conversation continues regarding ways 
that we can help create a “sticky faith” 
and engage our high school students 

more fully within the life of the 
congregation.

A survey has been developed that 
includes an inventory of the small groups 
that currently exist here at Trinity and 
will measure people’s experience with 
those small groups. The survey will be 
administered to the congregation once 
the new Lifelong Faith Formation pastor 
is on staff.

Then on April 30, a Table Talk regarding 
Trinity’s Missions ministry was held. 
The turn out was great and reflected a 
broad range of Trinity’s membership. 
Prior to the brainstorming section of 
the meeting Pastor Chris gave a brief 
introduction to the accompaniment 
model of missions and it was decided 
that accompaniment training would be 
offered at Trinity and not be included in 
the list of brainstorming ideas.

Table Talks Update
The top five goals/focus identified for 
Missions at Trinity were: 

1. Multigenerational

2. Local Outreach

3. Systems and Justice work

4. Refugee Support

5. Empowering Voice of the Younger 
Generation

A follow-up meeting was held on 
Wednesday June 21 to hear updates on 
these top goals for Trinity’s Missions 
ministry. Information about that meeting 
will be published in the next Trinity Today.

If you are interested in getting 
involved and participating in any 
of these areas, please contact me at 
kanderson@trinitylc.org.

Pastor Karri

Please see Page 8 
for an update on the 
Congregational Life and  
Care Ministry Teams. 
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Update by Gail Olson, Council President

Now there are varieties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit; and there are varieties 
of services, but the same Lord; and 
there are varieties of activities, but it 
is the same God who activates all of 
them in everyone…. All these are acti-
vated by one and the same Spirit, who 
allots to each one individually just as 
the Spirit chooses.  
           – 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 11

One of the more radical beliefs Martin 
Luther put forth 500 years ago this 
October is that each of us is a member 
of the “priesthood of all believers.” As 
Lutherans, we understand that each of 
us is part of a group of faithful believers 
united in a common confession of faith. 
We live that common bond through our 
congregation (from congregate: to gather 
together in large numbers). Each is given 
gifts that contribute to the wholeness of 
the whole.

A strong theme in the HolyCow! Survey 
in 2015 and in the transition process 
last year was our congregation’s inter-
est in having strong lay leadership. 
Opportunities to be involved in molding 
and leading Trinity’s ministry and 
mission have multiplied over the past two 
years, and the development of ministry 
teams, currently underway, will provide 
even more such opportunities.

But what does it mean to be a “lay 
leader?” You may think that these 
opportunities are for someone else with 
a different skill set. Maybe you have 
served in the past and think you have 
done your part. Maybe you have little 
or no experience being on a church 
committee or work group. The concept 
of lay leadership means many things—
active, hands-on participation in guiding 
our congregation, whether it is through 
worship and education, finances and 
infrastructure, governance, or the many 
other aspects of being a congregation. 
And it is not “someone else” that is 
needed to fulfill these vital roles in our 
congregation: It is us, it is you. Each of 
us has unique gifts, abilities and talents 
that are important to have a vibrant 
ministry and mission.

You have an important part to play 
in Trinity’s ministry and mission and 
we cannot fulfill God’s work without 
your help. As new teams, work groups 
and other volunteer opportunities are 
announced, please prayerfully consider 
how you—one of the priesthood of all 
believers—is called to serve God through 
Trinity’s mission and ministry. God’s 
work, our hands.

Thanks for all you do and for all you 
will do in the future.

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  C O U N C I L
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June 6, 2017

Sisters and brothers in Christ,
Blessings of summer amidst the joy of the resurrection!
Thank you for your courage and engagement as we have been discerning God’s call into our 
hopeful future. Thank you to those who attended our recent cottage meetings and ministry area 
table talks. These conversations are important in shaping our future ministry and organization. 
Learning and worship continue to be cornerstones of our life together and your service to the 
world continues unabated. And as a sign of Trinity’s continuing strong ministry, we welcomed 
26 new members in May.
Your pastors, council and staff give thanks for your sharing in the gospel!
We want to update you on a couple matters of special importance to Trinity in the coming months.
First, we are moving ahead with calling a permanent pastor for the position Pastor Karri currently 
holds as interim (as interim, she is not available for permanent call). We have been blessed by Pastor 
Karri’s service and presence, but also look forward to having this final staffing process completed. 
We have been consulting with the Saint Paul Area Synod about this call process and will be creating 
a call committee in the near future. We are grateful that Paul Holmes, who recently served on the 
lead pastor call committee, has agreed to chair this call committee. Because of the recent call process 
for lead pastor, we expect this call process to move quickly and that we will be able to fill the posi-
tion sometime this fall. Please visit our web site at www.trinitylc.org for more information about 
applying for the call committee. As in the past, we will strive to create a call committee that reflects 
the diversity of the Trinity community. This is an exciting time, and we invite your prayers for this 
process.
Second, in the interest of continued financial transparency, we want to update you on the state of 
Trinity’s budget. 
We are currently on track for a $49,092 shortfall at the end of the current fiscal year (ending 
August 31). Given the size of our budget, this is a manageable place to be, but it is not where we 
committed to be when the budget was approved at the Congregational Annual Meeting in 
November 2016. 
This projected shortfall is a result of several factors. We have experienced unusual costs this year, 
including some extra expenses related to legal fees, pastoral transition, and interim costs. The 
remaining proceeds from the sale of the 3rd Street property earlier this year have helped to cover 
these expenses that were not in the budget. (The bulk of the proceeds from sale of that property 
balanced last year’s budget as planned. Please see the Trinity Today from February 2017, available 
on our web site.)
In addition, we have not yet met income projections for this fiscal year. As you may recall, the 
budget was premised on conservative income projections based on the most recent prior fiscal 
years. However, the full financial support necessary to maintain the budget approved by the 
congregation has not yet been realized. At this time, we are reaching out to you to ask for your help 
in moving Trinity into a sound and hopeful future. It is our hope that with a solid response to this 
request, it will not be necessary to conduct a full-blown “second appeal” later this summer. 
Trinity has managed through a couple of challenging years. You have done a remarkable job of 
continuing to provide a vibrant and vital ministry, both in our immediate community and through 
local and global mission commitments. We understand that some of you may be waiting to see how 
things go while you consider your financial stewardship. Others of you simply have not yet gotten 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Below is the letter 
from Pastor Chris and Gail Olson that 
was mailed to the congregation in 
early June and gives an update on 
the financial situation at Trinity.
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around to it. You are Trinity’s only source of financial support. Trinity needs every member of the 
community to be part of supporting our shared ministry; every dollar makes a difference. 
If you have already been making financial contributions as an expression of your discipleship, thank 
you for your ongoing support. If you are able do to more before the end of August, we would be 
most grateful. If you have been waiting, please wait no longer. Your financial discipleship is needed 
to make things happen. If you haven’t yet gotten around to it, now is the best time to do so.
You can give on-line, in the offering plate, at the church office or electronically through Simply-
Giving. Parish Administrator Bob Eiselt or Financial Secretary Eric Trosdahl would be happy to 
help you set up the plan that works best for you. 
There is additional financial data below. For those seeking more detailed information, please ask 
Pastor Chris, Treasurer Tom Olsen, or Parish Administrator Bob Eiselt. And as always, please 
contact Pastor Chris, Council President Gail Olson or any member of the council for more 
information.
Thank you for your support and commitment to Trinity’s ministry and mission. We have a great 
line-up for summer and fall worship and programming and welcome your full participation. We are 
excited about moving forward with you.
In peace,

Pastor Chris Bellefeuille
Lead Pastor

This Year Last Year Budget % of 
Budget

'17 Year End 
Projection

Contribution Income 804,974	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   836,002	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   1,300,000	  	  	  	  	  	   62% 1,258,057	  	  	  	  	  	  
Other Income 325,411	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   541,587	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   445,360	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   73% 421,846	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Total Income 1,130,385$	  	  	  	   1,377,589$	  	  	  	   1,745,360$	  	  	  	   1,679,903$	  	  	  	  

less:  Expenses 1,265,335	  	  	  	  	  	   1,540,580	  	  	  	  	  	   1,745,360	  	  	  	  	  	   72% 1,769,870
Surplus (Deficit) (134,950)$	  	  	  	  	  	   (162,991)$	  	  	  	  	  	   -‐$	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   (89,968)$	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Gross	  Proceeds: 194,000$	  	  	  	  	  	  

30,173$	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Net proceeds: 163,827$	  	  	  	  	  	  

Allow for FY 2016 Deficit: (122,951)$	  	  	  	  	  

Excess Proceeds: 40,876$	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Revised 2017 Fiscal Year-end Projection: (49,092)$	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Long-Term Debt Summary:
Long-‐Term	  Debt-‐Beginning	  of	  Fiscal	  Yr. 3,050,204	  	  	  	  	  	   3,174,742	  	  	  	  	  	  
Increase	  (Decrease) (84,885)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   (82,645)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Long-‐Term	  Debt	  -‐	  End	  of	  April 2,965,319$	  	  	  	   3,092,097$	  	  	  	  

Trinity	  Financial	  Update
April	  Year-‐to-‐Date	  -‐	  Fiscal	  Year	  2017

Adjust for 3rd St. Property Sale:

less: Closing Costs: (fees, 
Assessments &Commissions)

Gail M. Olson
Congregational Council President
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Join us for appetizers and laughter as we 
welcome Pastor Susan Sparks to Trinity 
Lutheran on July 13 at 7 p.m.! Susan will 
share some of her humor with us as well 
as take time to sign copies of her book 
Laugh Your Way to Grace: Reclaiming 
the Spiritual Power of Humor.

As a trial lawyer turned standup 
comedian and Baptist minister, 
Susan Sparks is America’s only female 
comedian with a pulpit. A North 
Carolina native, Susan received her B.A. 
at the University of North Carolina 
where she was President of her Class, 
and a law degree from Wake Forest 
University.

Thursday 
July 13 at 7 p.m. 
Worship Center
After ten years as a lawyer moonlighting 
as a standup, she left her practice and 
spent two years on a solo trip around the 
world, including working with Mother 
Teresa’s mission in Calcutta, climbing 
Mt. Kilimanjaro, and driving the Alaska 
Highway. Upon returning home, she 
entered Union Theological Seminary 
in New York City where she earned a 

Masters of Divinity and wrote an honors 
thesis on humor and religion. In May 
2007, Susan was installed as the 15th 
Senior Minister at Madison Avenue’s 
Baptist Church and the first woman in its 
165 year history.

Susan is also a professional comedian 
touring nationally with Rabbi Bob Alper 
and Muslim Comedian Mo Amer in the 
Laugh in Peace Tour. Her work with 
humor, healing and spirituality has been 
featured in O (The Oprah) Magazine, the 
New York Times, and on such networks 
as ABC, CNN, and CBS.

Literature Lovers Night Out Event: 
Author Susan Sparks is coming to Trinity

A featured blogger for Huffington Post 
and Psychology Today, Susan’s first book, 
Laugh Your Way to Grace: Reclaiming 
the Spiritual Power of Humor, was 
named one of the best spiritual books 
of 2010 and has sold over 20,000 
copies. You can find out more about 
Susan at www.SusanSparks.com or 
www.MABCNYC.org.

You won’t want to miss meeting this 
dynamic woman and sharing an evening 
of fun with your friends! For further 
information contact Pastor Karri at 
kanderson@trinitylc.org.

Change to Entrance Access  
As we enter the summer months at Trinity, 
we have fewer visitors and events in our 
building during the week.

Effective, Wednesday, July 5th, the 3rd 
Street (East side) entrances will remain 
locked during the week and lights usage 
on the lower level will be limited.

The entrances will be posted with signs 
inviting visitors to please enter through the 
4th Street (West side) entrance. 

We will continue to provide 3rd Street 
access for Sunday worship and early 
morning/evening meetings in the library.

This procedure will help us monitor activity 
in the building and reduce our energy use.

Thank you for your understanding and 
patience with this change in facilities 
procedures.

If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact Bob Eiselt, Parish 
Administrator at beiselt@trinitylc.org.

4th Street Entrance Facelift 
Trinity’s 4th Street entrance area will be 
undergoing a much-needed renovation 
later this summer.

The Congregation Council has approved a 
renovation plan recommended by Trinity’s 
Facilities Team. The plan will use $60,000 
of repurposed Opening Doors Appeal 
funds redesignated by donors for building 
renovation to pay for these much-needed 
improvements.

The renovation will include resurfacing the 
small parking lot at 4th and Myrtle, adjacent 
to the Green Space, new entrance doors, 
closers and hardware, new walk-off flooring 
inside the entrance, and new carpet in the 
area outside the elevator and bathrooms, 
and down the ramp, stairs and landing area 
to the lower level.

The improvements are intended to provide 
a welcoming appearance to our building, 
and address safety and security concerns in 
our parking area, door entrance and flooring 
in and around the 4th street entrance. 

Because this is Trinity’s main entrance, it 
is used multiple times every day by both 
pedestrians and for deliveries and transport 
of everything from flowers to choir risers and 
equipment. Over time, this heavy use has 
taken its toll and the doors no longer lock 
correctly. The design of the doors also limits 
visibility in and out of the doors. New doors 
and hardware will alleviate these issues. 
The stained-glass windows in the existing 
doors will be salvaged, safely stored and re-
purposed inside Trinity, at a later date. One 
possibility is a back-lit, framed wall hanging 
converting the stained glass into a piece of 
artwork.

Ingress and egress of the church through the 
4th street entrance will be affected during 
the renovation but, will be maintained as 
much as possible during the construction.

If you have questions or concerns about 
these exciting improvements, please 
contact Bob Eiselt, Parish Administrator  at 
beiselt@trinitylc.org. Members of Trinity’s 
Facility Team are Mark Gieseke, Tom Hosek, 
Brian Larson and Dave Swager.
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Since the arrival of our new lead pastor 
Chris Bellefeuille, members of Trinity 
Lutheran Church have gathered in 
cottage meetings, table talks, and other 
small group sessions to talk and listen 
to each other about who we are and 
what our priorities and aspirations are 
as a community of believers in a loving 
and gracious God. Like many of you, 
I attended several of these sessions. 
I was struck by the frequency with 
which stewardship and gratitude were 
raised as key themes and priority areas 
for follow-up. This article summarizes 
some of what I heard and how the 
Stewardship Team hopes to incorporate 
this input into our work.

For purposes 
of our work, 
we have defined 
stewardship as 
recognizing that 
all we have is a gift 
from God, all we 
have belongs to 
God, and all we 
have is to be used 
to serve God and 
enjoy God.
Stewardship, Gratitude  
and Table Talks
At the Table Talk on Lifelong Faith 
Formation, education on stewardship 
and gratitude for every age and in all of 
its forms was identified as a top priority. 
The group recognized stewardship as 
an expression of faith, a way of life, an 
act of worship, a spiritual discipline, 
and giving to God of our treasure. 
The group brainstormed ideas for 
incorporating stewardship and gratitude 
in our programming for children, youth, 
families and older adults by drawing 
from existing Trinity resources as well 

as by exploring new approaches. Since 
then a small group of interested Trinity 
members have met with Pastors Chris 
and Karri to determine how best to turn 
this input into actions, including some 
new programs for adults in the fall.

Similarly, stewardship and gratitude 
came up as priorities at the Table Talk 
on Gifts Management. Perhaps this 
is not surprising, as a part of faithful 
Christian stewardship is giving to God 
from our financial means, including 
to Trinity, in order to support our 
collective mission to proclaim Jesus’ 
redeeming love and to share that love 
in concrete ways with our “neighbors” 
both nearby and farther away.

Stewardship and Daily Life
Stewardship as heartfelt giving takes 
many forms. Jesus says in Matthew, 
“Where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” Treasure, of course, 
includes all that we value—money, 
possessions, family, friends, time, 
capabilities, the creation itself. For me 
what I treasure most has changed over 
the course of my life. I recently retired 
(March 3) and so I find myself with a 
new bounty of choices for how I spend 
my time every day. I no longer rise 
early on Mondays through Fridays to 
go to work. So what to do with this 
new found time? How do I steward this 
God-given treasure? These questions 
have been a focus of my prayer and 
reflection since March as I continue to 
discern and live out God’s purpose for 
me, connecting my faith and daily life.

God never disappoints; and so I have 
been presented with a rich array of 
opportunities for stewarding my 
time, including more time for rest and 
relaxation for myself as well as more 
time for service to others. For example, 
I accepted the opportunity to serve as 
chair of Trinity’s Stewardship Team, 
which has begun planning for the 
annual pledge campaign that kicks off in 
September.

Trinity’s Stewardship Team
Six Trinity members and one staff 
make up Trinity’s Stewardship Team, 
including Katie Beaudet, Bob Eiselt, 

Tim Gillis, Amy Karlstad, Zach Lee, and 
Claudia Swendseid. Pastor Chris also 
attends our meetings and helps guide our 
work.

For purposes of our work, we have 
defined stewardship as recognizing that 
all we have is a gift from God, all we 
have belongs to God, and all we have is 
to be used to serve God and enjoy God. 
Our vision and purpose statements 
include:

• Creating and fostering a culture of 
gratitude at Trinity;

• Inspiring Trinity members to give to God;
• Fostering a personal connection 

to God and Trinity that leads to 
involvement and engagement by 
Trinity members;

• Showcasing God’s love and grace at 
Trinity;

• Exploring and understanding 
patterns and trends in stewardship to 
make us better;

• Helping Trinity members 
understand how the budget is part of 
the mission of Trinity.

We are a fun and enthusiastic 
team and always welcome new 
members. If interested, please 
contact Claudia Swendseid 
(claudiaswendseid@comcast.net; 
612-618-5867). We also welcome your 
prayers and input so feel free to reach 
out to any member of the team at any 
time with your views on stewardship, 
gratitude, and how we can serve you 
more effectively as a  
Stewardship Team.

An Update from Trinity’s 
Stewardship Team by Claudia Swendseid, Stewardship Team

G I F T S  M A N A G E M E N T
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C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  L I F E  &  C A R E

Early May, twenty three persons 
gathered in our sunny narthex space 
to discuss ideas and priorities for 
Congregational Life & Care ministry. 
The meeting began with sharing 
examples of how we love one another 
within our faith community (based 
on a ministry blog, “37 Ways to Love 
One Another”). It was easy to see there 
are many, many ways in which we 
demonstrate love, care and support for 
each other. The group then engaged in a 
robust brainstorming session relating to 
Congregational Life and Care ministry. 
The ideas/suggestions were prioritized 
by a process of voting in which each 
participant had 5 stickers to vote for 
priority items. This process was used for 
each ministry Table Talk—simple and 
totally genius! 

The top goals identified for 
Congregational Life and Care ministry 
were:

1. Creating two separate ministries 
areas: Congregational Life and 
Congregational Care

2. Food hospitality 

3. Senior needs support (rides, food, 
etc.)

4. Circles: reconnect with Women of 
the ELCA (WELCA)

5. Small Groups/Points of Connection 
(in collaboration with Lifelong 
Faith Formation)

6. Volunteer Visitation Program

As with other Table Talks, individuals 
volunteered who were willing to take 
the lead or participate in exploring each 
of these top priorities. (The other ideas/
suggestions will be re-examined over 
time.)  

The lead persons for creating separate 
Life and Care ministries met a few 
weeks later with the pastors and 
appropriate staff leaders to further 
examine the need and feasibility of two 
ministry teams. It was determined that 
we should move forward with that 
premise and plan. The point persons 
representing the other priority items 
have also begun working on their 
specific areas. 

Congregational Life priority areas: 
Food Hospitality, WELCA/Circles, 
Small Groups/Points of Connection 
(Pastor Karri will oversee.)

Congregational Care priority areas: 
Volunteer Visitation, Senior Support 
(Pastor Deb will oversee.) 

This is grass-roots work! We must learn 
as we go, and it will require patience as 
we discover our strengths and resources. 
Our initial steps might be slow and 
halting, but, we’ll get there eventually—
even if “there” is somewhere we didn’t 
expect to go. In the meantime, we’ll be 
doing ministry together.

Note: We are still looking for additional 
persons of all ages interested in helping 
develop these areas of ministry. Pastor 
Deb and Pastor Karri will be eager 
to hear from you, or, just come to a 
follow-up meeting.

Congregational Care 
follow-up meeting:  
July 11 at 6:30 p.m.

That’s Life! Who Cares?: Congregational Life and Care Ministry Table Talk Update 
by Pastor Deb Ost

Some of Trinity’s Quilting Ministry members had the 
privilege of visiting the Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 
warehouse in St. Paul last month:  to drop off the 
20+ quilts our own members sewed for our sisters 
and brothers in Christ across the world, and to see 
firsthand the scope and magnitude of this operation! 
LWR has only two warehouses in the United States, 
the other being in Baltimore, where they receive, bale, 
double plastic wrap, tag, send and ship hundreds of 
thousands of quilts and kits to third world countries 
and disaster relief areas across the world. Visit https://
lwr.org/get-involved/quilts for more information 
about the amazing ministry of Lutheran World Relief.
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M I S S I O N S  &  O U T R E A C H

Service9TH ANNUAL

OthersF   RE
GOLF TOURNAMENT

Benefits Hunger, Health & Housing

MONDAY

June 5, 2017

Thank you to the 
many sponsors, 
volunteers and 
participants who 
made the 9th 
Annual Service 
Fore Others Golf 
Tournament in 
June a fun and 
successful event 
to benefit hunger, 
health and 
housing! 
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Worship Texts 
Below are the scripture texts that will 
be used on the date listed to prepare 
the message for worship.

July 2 Revelation 5:1-13

July 9 Revelation 6:1-8 and 7:9-17 

July 16 Revelation 13:1-18 

July 23 Revelation 17:1-6 and 
19:11-16

July 30 Revelation 21:1-6 and 
22:1-5

W O R S H I P

Called to Reform:  
A Movie Series
The year 2017 marks the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. Martin 
Luther has been credited with launching 
the movement that sought to reform 
the injustices of the Catholic church. 
Throughout history there have been 
many other areas of social concern 
that have been in need of reform. So, 
during July we will look at some of these 
different issues and a bit of their historical 
background through a movie series. After 
each movie we will have a discussion 
period and look at how we might be 
able to be a part of the contemporary 
reformation process in our society today. 
The movies we will view will be The 
Mission, Birth of a Nation, Suffragette and 
The Doctrine of Discovery. Showings will 
be on Wednesdays, July, 5, 12, 19 and 
26 at 6 p.m. Come, enjoy some popcorn 
and soda and be a part of this engaging 
conversation!  

Wednesdays
July, 5, 12, 19 
and 26 
at 6 p.m.
Garden Room

Hospitality by Ann Wolff, Hospitality Coordinator

Hospitality: a cup of coffee and a cookie. 
Our cups overflow with thanks to 
our regular Sunday morning coffee 
servers: Kelly Klein – 1st Sunday, Pam 
Richardson – 2nd Sunday, Karen Porras 
– 3rd Sunday, Doug & LaRae Paulson – 
4th Sunday!

Hospitality: a warm welcome. Warm 
thanks to the whole hospitality crew that 
greets us as we enter the drive-in, to the 
greeters who welcome us before we even 
enter the church, to you who have made 
regular commitments for hospitality 
on Sunday mornings and/or to fill-in 
whenever you can, whenever you are 
asked.

Hospitality: bread and wine. It is a gift to 
us and it is a gift to serve Communion to 
each other.

Hospitality: offering. I guess we don’t 
usually present our guests with an 
offering plate, but we aren’t guests. We 

are the family of God, brothers and 
sisters in Christ, called to steward all 
that we have been given – our time, our 
talents, our possessions, for the benefit 
of all God’s people. A few years ago, 
Steve Hokonson offered a suggestion as 
to how much to give: “we crawl into the 
offering plate with our whole living.” He 
said that when we do this, it’s not because 
of “needs,” but because we have simply 
discovered our need to give.

I know that to be fulfilled and to 
be happy, I need to give. It’s why I 
volunteered for Trinity’s hospitality 
ministry. I am grateful to serve with you 
who join me in this ministry.

Please consider the gifts, opportunities, 
and commitments of Trinity’s hospitality 
ministry. The time commitment is small. 
The opportunities are abundant. The gifts 
are life-giving. 

Ann Wolff, Hospitality Coordinator 
wolff701@msn.com or (651) 439-1972

www.trinitylc.org

SUMMER SUNDAY WORSHIP
 &
a.m. a.m.

OUTDOORS 
at the Drive-in
in Houlton, WI

INDOORS
at Trinity

Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend

No Drive-in worship 
on 2nd Sundays— 
July 9 & August 13 
OUTDOORS on the 
Green Space at 
Trinity at 10 a.m. 
Bring a lawn chair  
or blanket!
(Tip: Park in the 3rd 
Street ramp.)

All are 

welcome!
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Summer  
Stretch

Summer Stretch is a camp held on Wednesdays in June for jr. high kids. Trinity partners with area 
churches to provide a morning filled with a service learning opportunity and Bible study, and an 
afternoon centered on having fun! These photos are from a service project pulling invasive garlic 
mustard plants and an afternoon of fun climbing at Vertical Endeavors.
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Through Bible Stories, music, videos, activities and snacks, 55 children 
had a fun and meaningful cross-culture experience. Older kids had a 
fun, faith-filled VBS uniquely tailored to them, with Peru cross-cultural 
experience, Bible Study, service component, art and games. We learned 
that God gives us and our friends in Peru comfort, patience, peace, love 
and joy through all of life’s circumstances! Special thank you to the vol-
unteers and those who donated items to make this a special week for 
our kids!

Trinity Lutheran Vacation Bible School (VBS)  
Passport to Peru: Discovering God’s Good Gifts
June 12-15

VBS 2017
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JULY 
5 No River 
12 Trinity Drive-In: Bonfire and S’mores!
19  No River
23 Sunday—St. Croix River Canoe Trip! Leave Trinity at 9 a.m. and return by 5 p.m. Cost is $15. 

RSVP to Jill Longnecker by Friday, July 21 at jnjlongy@msn.com
26 Nelson’s Ice Cream: Meet at Trinity and walk to Nelson’s. Bring money for your ice cream treat!
AUGUST 
2  Trinity Green Space: Lawn games, frisbee and treats!
9  Stairs and Steeples: Meet at Trinity and wear walking shoes.
16 Trinity Drive-In: Bonfire and S’mores! (Come say goodbye to the seniors!)
23 Saint Paul Saints Game at 7:05 p.m. vs. Witchita Wingnuts: Leave Trinity at 5:45 p.m.
 (Eat dinner beforehand, bring $7 for ticket.)
30 No River
SEPTEMBER—No River
OCTOBER 
4  Fall River returns to the Youth Room at Trinity (7:30-9 p.m.)

2017
Summer 

Schedule
7:30-9 p.m. 

Wednesdays 
(unless noted differently)

FRIENDS are WELCOME!

Drive-In Directions: Cross the lift bridge to WI.  

Stay on Hwy 35/WI-64; Drive-In is on the right.   

Questions? Contact: Kelsey Crusinberry 

kcrusinberry@trinitylc.org, cell: 612.723.7336

The River  
on Facebook

The River 
on Twitter

grades 9–12

Check The River Facebook Page for 

weekly updates and changes.
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From the Kitchen 
By Linda Flood, Food Service Manager
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W O R S H I PW O R S H I P
O P P O R T U N I T I E SA T T E N D A N C E

May 28
9 a.m. ............116
10 a.m. ..........228

June 4
9 a.m. ............178
10 a.m. ..........254

June 11
9 a.m. ............136
10 a.m. ............75

June 18
9 a.m. ..............84
10:30 a.m. .....262

Summer Sunday Worship 
9 a.m. INDOORS at Trinity

10 a.m. OUTDOORS at the 
Drive-in, except 2nd Sunday 
July 9, OUTDOORS at Trinity 
on the Green Space 

Watch Worship on Valley Access 
Channel 18
Wednesdays: 1 p.m., 7 p.m.
Thursdays: 1 a.m., 7 a.m.
Fridays: 4 p.m., 10 p.m.
Saturdays: 9 a.m.
Sundays: 11 a.m.

B A P T I S M S

• Lieni Grace Moen, daughter of 
Aaron & Venessa Moen

• Grace Lynn, Crew Charles 
& Quincey Elaine Bolan, 
children of Timothy Bolan & 
Jennifer Moll

Lemon Cooler
Mix: 1 cup flour, 1 stick butter or margarine, ½ cup powdered 
sugar. Mix like pie crust. Add ½ cup chopped walnuts or 
pecans.

Pat into 9 X 13 pan. Use fingers to spread. Bake at 300 degrees 
for 25 – 30 minutes until light brown. Watch closely so it is not 
browned too much. Cool

Whip with mixer 8 oz. cream cheese. Add I cup powdered 
sugar. Beat. Fold in 8 oz. Cool Whip. Spread on cooled crust.

Next, mix 1 small pkg. INSTANT lemon pudding and 1 small 
pkg. INSTANT vanilla pudding with 3 cups cold milk. Stir per 
directions on package.

Spread pudding mixture on above layer.

Last, spread 1 8oz. carton Cool Whip on top.

Refrigerate several hours or overnight. If you are planning to 
keep it longer than 2 days, freeze.

Optional: Top very sparsely with very finely grated lemon peel

NOTES: 
The Lemon Cooler was served as dessert at the Power of 
Women Brunch at Trinity on May 13 and there were lots of 
requests for the recipe. This recipe comes from the Trinity 
Library Team!

FORTRINITYBRIDGE
Bridge for Trinity  
Monday, July 10, 8:45-11:45 a.m. 
Garden Room, $5
Come and bring friends for a morning 
of casual, fun bridge with men and 
women of all levels. Advance notice is 
not necessary. (Note: Date change due to 
Independence Day holiday.)
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C A L E N D A R  J U L Y  1 - 3 1 ,  2 0 1 7

 Saturday, July 1 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Sunday, July 2 
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion: Worship Center 
 10 a.m. Drive-in Worship, Communion: Houlton, WI

Monday, July 3—Staff Holiday/Building & Church Office 
Closed 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library

Tuesday, July 4—Independence Day/Building & Church 
Office Closed
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B

 Wednesday, July 5—No River (Gr. 9-12), No GLOW Bike Ride 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 6:30 p.m. Reformation Movie Series: Garden Room

Thursday, July 6 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m. YogaDevotion Combined Class: Garden Room 
 10 a.m. Retired Men’s Golf: Applewood Golf Course 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon & Alateen Meeting: Room 108,  
  Youth Center

Friday, July 7 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Saturday, July 8 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Sunday, July 9—2nd Sunday 
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion: Worship Center 
 10 a.m. Outdoor Worship, Communion: Trinity  
  Green Space

Monday, July 10 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library   
 8:45 a.m. Bridge for Trinity: Garden Room 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library

Tuesday, July 11
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B 
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
 6:30 pm. Congregational Care Ministry Follow-up  
  Meeting: Narthex

 Wednesday, July 12 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9:30 a.m. Boutwell’s Sr. Communion: Boutwell’s  
  Landing 
 6:30 p.m. GLOW Weekly Bike Ride: Meet at north end  
  of Main St. next to train depot 
 6:30 p.m. Reformation Movie Series: Garden Room 
 7:30 p.m. The River (Gr. 9-12): Drive-in

Thursday, July 13 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m. YogaDevotion Combined Class: Garden Room 
 10 a.m. Retired Men’s Golf: Applewood Golf Course 
 7 p.m. Literature Lovers Night Out Event with  
  Author Susan Sparks: Garden Room 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon & Alateen Meeting: Room 108,  
  Youth Center 

Friday, July 14—WAPO Seeds Camp
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Thursday, July 27
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 10 a.m. Retired Men’s Golf: Applewood Golf Course 
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Narthex 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon & Alateen Meeting: Room 108,  
  Youth Center

Friday, July 28
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Saturday, July 29 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Sunday, July 30 
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion: Worship Center 
 10 a.m. Drive-in Worship, Communion: Houlton, WI

Monday, July 31
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library

15

Saturday, July 15—WAPO Seeds Camp 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Sunday, July 16—WAPO Seeds Camp, WAPO Youth Camp 
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion: Worship Center 
 10 a.m. Drive-in Worship, Communion: Houlton, WI

Monday, July 17—WAPO Youth Camp
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library

Tuesday, July 18—WAPO Youth Camp
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library

Wednesday, July 19—WAPO Youth Camp, No River (Gr. 9-12) 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8:30 a.m. WAPO One-day camp: Camp Wapogasset 
 6:30 p.m. GLOW Weekly Bike Ride: Meet at north end  
  of Main St. next to train depot 
 6:30 p.m. Reformation Movie Series: Garden Room

Thursday, July 20 —WAPO Youth Camp 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m. YogaDevotion Combined Class: Garden Room 
 10 a.m. Retired Men’s Golf 
 6 p.m. Congregational Council Meeting: Office  
  Conference Room 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon & Alateen Meeting: Room 108,  
  Youth Center

Friday, July 21 —WAPO Youth Camp
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Saturday, July 22 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Sunday, July 23 
 8:30 a.m. The River (Gr. 9-12) Canoe Day Trip: Meet at  
  Trinity 
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion: Worship Center 
 10 a.m. Drive-in Worship, Communion: Houlton, WI

Monday, July 24
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 5:30 p.m. GLOW Paddleboarding on Square Lake: Meet  
  at Trinity to carpool 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library 
 7 p.m. River City Chorale Concert: Worship Center

Tuesday, July 25
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library

Wednesday, July 26 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9:30 a.m. Supporting Women As Professionals (SWAP):  
  Offsite 
 6:30 p.m. GLOW Weekly Bike Ride: Meet at north end  
  of Main St. next to train depot 
 6:30 p.m. Reformation Movie Series: Garden Room 
 7:30 p.m. The River (Gr. 9-12): Walk to Nelson’s, Meet at  
  Trinity

.
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God Loving Outdoor Women

GLOW is a group of Trinity women 
of any age who love to experience 
active outdoor adventures while 

growing spiritually and 
making new friends.

All are welcome!

Paddleboarding
Monday, July 24, 6 p.m. 
Carpool from Trinity at 5:30 p.m.
Golden Acres RV Park, 15150 Square Lake 
Trail, Stillwater
Brown Dog Paddleboard Co:  
Cost:  $50 - includes paddleboard 
rental and life jacket; $25 - if you bring 
your own paddleboard and life jacket. 
Everyone receives instruction and group 
yoga on the board. Paddleboarding 
is a great way to spend a hot evening 
with GLOW friends, and beginners 
are welcomed. We’ll have light treats 
afterwards on the beach. Activity 
level is relaxing to moderate. RSVP 
REQUIRED by July 21, to Sarah Nelson 
at sarbaernelson@gmail.com or Laura 
Holmes at mslaurabeth@comcast.net.

GLOW Local – this year is focused on 
enjoying nature’s local amenities

V

V

Weekly Wednesday Bike Rides
Wednesdays, beginning June 21 through 
August 23 (no ride on July 5), 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
We will do a weekly bike ride on Brown’s 
Creek Trail. Meet at the start of the Brown’s 
Creek Trail located on the north end of Main 
Street in downtown Stillwater next to the 
train depot. The ride is for all levels and our 
distance will be between 6-10 miles. Come 
and enjoy the beauty of this local gem! No 
need to RSVP, see you on the trail!  If you 
have questions, contact Lizann Skelton at 
lizannskelton@hotmail.com.


