
NEW ELITE ERA
In July of 2016, Eclipse Select Soc-
cer Club was accepted into the U.S. 
Soccer Development Academy, which 
is launching its Girls’ Development 
Academy starting this fall.

As Eclipse looks ahead to the 2017-
18 season, the club is honored to say 
that it is one of only a few programs 

throughout the country that offer the 
top two platforms for girls’ develop-
ment: the Elite Clubs National League 
and now the Development Academy.

Some differences exist within the two 
leagues, and in this newsletter we take 
some time to cover some of the ques-
tions that Eclipse Select membership 

might have.

As Eclipse Select President Rory 
Dames says, this is an exciting time 
moving forward from both a program-
ming and development standpoint, as 
the club continues to raise the bar in 
guiding future players and generations 
on the pitch!
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Greetings from Eclipse Select headquarters, where as you 
might have noticed, some positive changes are taking place 
within the club and in the landscape of soccer.

We’re in the midst of an important time in our development 
process. As I take a moment to jot down these thoughts, it 
goes without saying that the most significant change on the 
horizon has been our inclusion to participate in the launch of 
U.S. Soccer’s Girls’ Development Academy season, which 
kicks off this fall.

Eclipse takes great pride in offering the elite platforms of com-
petition for our membership. Moving forward, we are going to 
be one of the few clubs to offer both the Development Acade-
my competition and our continued Elite Clubs National League 
competition for 2017-18. Both forums will prove to be incredibly 
beneficial for our top-level players, many who have aspirations 
of playing at the collegiate and professional ranks.

In this newsletter, we also take a look at some of the accom-
plishments that have taken place among both current mem-
bership and former players. I have the privilege of coaching 
Chicago Red Stars defender and now regular U.S. Women’s 
National Team call-up Casey Short, who we highlight in this 
issue.

It has now been a year since we announced our important 
expansion into Minnesota with the launch of Eclipse Select 
Minnesota, and we have formed some important partnerships 
and hired some crucial staff and coaches to prepare for our 
expansion moving forward.

Some more exciting changes are on the way, and as a club we 
are proud of where things are headed for 2017-18!

Message From Eclipse Select
President Rory Dames

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:
2017-18 participation in the U.S. Soccer

Development Academy and Elite Clubs National League

What is the ECNL calendar season?
An eight-month calendar year beginning in mid-September.
 
What is the Development Academy calendar season?
A 10-month calendar year beginning on Aug. 1.
 
What age groups will Eclipse Select field during the ECNL season?
Five age divisions from U-14 to U-19: U-14 (2004s), U-15 (2003s), U-16 
(2002s), U-17 (2001s), U-18 (2000s) and U-19 (1999s).
 
What age groups will Eclipse Select field during the Development 
Academy season?
Four teams at U-14 (2004s), U-15 (2003s), U-16/17 (2002s and 2001s) 
and U-18/19 (2000s and 1999s).
 
What will Eclipse Select’s divisional competition consist of in the 
Development Academy?
The club will compete in an 11-team Mid-America Division for 2017-18. 
Other teams in the division include Cincinnati Development Academy, 
Empire United Soccer Academy (N.Y.), FC United (Ill.), Indiana Fire 
Academy, the Michigan Hawks, Midwest United FC (Mich.), Nationals 
(Mich.), Shattuck-St. Mary’s Rev SC (Minn.), Sockers FC Chicago and the 
Western New York Flash.
 
Is high school soccer competition allowed?
For the Development Academy, it is not. For the ECNL, players could be 
allowed to play high school and return for Nationals during the calendar 
year.
 
What does the ECNL training schedule include?
At least two sessions per week.
 
What does the Development Academy training schedule include?
At least four sessions per week.
 
How large is an ECNL player roster?
30 players.
 
How large is a Development Academy player roster?
Allowed 23 players, but Eclipse Select’s rosters will have 18 players.
 
How large are the ECNL and Development Academy game day 
rosters?
Both are 18 players.
 
How many league games are in each season?
ECNL features 14-16 regular-season games and the Development Acade-
my features 16 games.
 
How many substitutions are allowed in the ECNL and Development 
Academy?
ECNL allows for seven substitutions and the DA allows for five substitu-
tions.

For more, visit www.EclipseSelect.org.
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Every year, Eclipse Select takes great 
pride in celebrating the accomplishments 
of its future student-athletes who will 
be moving on to the collegiate ranks. 
For 2017 National Signing Day, the club 
unveiled a group of 19 players headed to 
their respective NCAA and NAIA women’s 
soccer programs this fall.

The annual Eclipse Select Signing Night 
took place on Feb. 1 in Oak Brook.

“On behalf of the entire Eclipse Select 
family, the club wishes congratulations to 
our student-athletes for officially making 
the next step in their soccer and educa-
tional futures,” Eclipse Select President 
Rory Dames said before the event took 
place. “The 2017 class includes a number 
of players headed to top-tier programs 
and institutions, and our club always takes 
great pride in helping play a role in their 
advancement. The upcoming spring sea-
son is still upon us, and National Signing 
Day is just the beginning of a new and 
exciting chapter.”
 
Nine players from this Eclipse Select class 
are headed to programs that competed in 
the 2016 NCAA Tournament. The largest 
contingent is attending at-large NCAA 

Tournament side Michigan as three Eclipse 
players are attending the Big Ten program 
– forward Emma Cooper (Coralville, Iowa) 
and midfielders Nikki Hernandez (Naper-
ville, Ill.) and Lauren Long (West Chicago, 
Ill.).
 
Forward Natalie Laser (Glencoe, Ill.) will 
be joining a USC program that just cap-
tured its second NCAA Tournament crown 
this past 2016 season. The second-ranked 
Trojans defeated No. 1 West Virginia 3-1 in 
the final of the NCAA College Cup on Dec. 
4, 2016, in San Jose, Calif.
 
Elsewhere among programs in the 2016 
NCAA Tournament field, midfielder Jessica 
Denney (Naperville, Ill.) and forward Na-
talie Vaughn-Low (DeKalb, Ill.) are bound 
for defending Missouri Valley Conference 
champion Illinois State. Big East Confer-
ence side Marquette continues to serve 
as a close connection to Eclipse Select as 
midfielder Maddie Monticello (Chicago, Ill.) 
and forward Kylie Sprecher (Menomonee 
Falls, Wis.) will represent the Golden 
Eagles. Defender Kerry Abello (Batavia, 
Ill.) is bound for Big Ten institution Penn 
State this fall.

Congratulations to Eclipse Select’s future 
collegiate stars!

Kerry Abello (Batavia, Ill.), defender – 
Penn State
Morgan Asmussen (Lake Forest, Ill.), 

defender – Miami (Florida)
Janai Cedeño (Chicago, Ill.), defender – 
Illinois-Chicago
Emma Cooper (Coralville, Iowa), forward 
– Michigan
Jessica Denney (Naperville, Ill.), midfield-
er – Illinois State
Allie Fullriede (Bolingbrook, Ill.), forward – 
Northern Illinois
Alexis Harte (Vernon Hills, Ill.), midfielder 
– Indiana State
Nikki Hernandez (Naperville, Ill.), midfield-
er – Michigan
Sierra Hinkel (Highland, Ind.), forward – 
Saint Mary’s College (Notre Dame, Ind.) 
(NCAA Division III)
Natalie Laser (Glencoe, Ill.), forward – 
USC
Lauren Long (West Chicago, Ill.), mid-
fielder – Michigan
Maddie Monticello (Chicago, Ill.), mid-
fielder – Marquette
Gopika Patel (Darien, Ill.), defender – 
Loyola (Chicago)
Radhika Patel (Darien, Ill.), goalkeeper – 
Loyola (Chicago)
Stephanie Rodriguez (Batavia, Ill.), goal-
keeper – Butler
Jenni Santacaterina (Geneva, Ill.), mid-
fielder – Ohio
Erin Smothers (La Grange, Ill.), midfielder 
– St. Ambrose (NAIA Division II)
Kylie Sprecher (Menomonee Falls, Wis.), 
forward – Marquette
Natalie Vaughn-Low (DeKalb, Ill.), for-
ward – Illinois State
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Recognizing Eclipse Select Class of 2017

National Signing Day
celebrates 19 student-athletes 

bound for college ranks



PAGE 4: ECLIPSE SELECT NEWSLETTER

Eclipse Select Accomplishments
A look back at 2016-17,

by the numbers
As the 2016-17 calendar year has passed, 
we take a look back at an incredibly suc-
cessful stretch with the following numbers, 
incorporating both former and current 
club-related accomplishments:

32: Players who committed to NCAA wom-
en’s programs on Feb. 4, 2016, National 
Signing Day
29: Alumni in the 2016 NCAA Women’s 
Tournament
10: Tenth occasion hosting the successful 
Eclipse Select College Showcase
10: U.S. Women’s National Team appear-
ances for Casey Short (through middle of 
July, 2017)
6: Alumni in 2016 NCAA Division III Wom-
en’s Final Four
6: Alumni selected in 2016 NWSL College 
Draft
5: ECNL National Championship Qualifiers 
(Eclipse Elite ECNL U14-U18 Girls)
4: Players called up to U.S. U-15 GNT in 
2016-17: Kiki Van Zanten, Ainsley Ahmadian, 
Hannah Bebar, Korbin Albert
3: Players called up to U.S. U-18 WNT in 
2016-17: Kerry Abello, Marissa Bosco, Alissa 
Gorzak
3: Alumni to win 2016 NCAA Division III 
Championship (Caroline Dempsey, Mikaela 
Niermann, Lexie Sprague of Washington 
University-St. Louis)
2: Players called up to U.S. U-19 WNT in 
2016-17: Alissa Gorzak, Zoe Redei
2: Illinois Presidents Cup Champions (2002 
and 1999 Eclipse Elite USYSA Girls)
1: US Youth Soccer Presidents Cup Region-
al Champion (2002 Eclipse Elite USYSA 
Girls)
1: Alum in 2016 NCAA Women’s College 
Cup (UNC freshman Zoe Redei)
1: 2016 CONCACAF U-16 Girls’ Champion-
ship winner (Kiki Van Zanten)
1: Illinois State Cup Champion (2001 Eclipse 
Elite Black Girls)
1: Midwest Regional League Champion 
(2003 Eclipse Elite ECNL Girls)
1: ECNL National Finalist (Eclipse Elite 
ECNL U14 Girls)

University of North 
Carolina freshman Zoe 
Redei (above, second 
from left) advanced to 
the 2016 NCAA Wom-
en’s College Cup.

Kiki Van Zanten (left) 
has enjoyed some 
success with the U.S. 
Youth National Teams, 
winning the CONCACAF 
U-16 Girls’ Champion-
ship.
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U-14s earn spot in ECNL National Finals
Side becomes fifth to reach 

tournament’s title match
Eclipse Select Soccer Club’s representa-
tion in high-profile tournaments is always a 
strong sign of the depth of talent and work 
ethic among the players and staff. It’s always 
extra special when a team puts together a 
strong run in the largest stage, and the U-14 
Elite Clubs National League side can add its 
name to the list.

The U-14s became the fifth Eclipse Select 
side to reach the ECNL National Final match 
to cap off a strong 2016-17 campaign.

The team posted an impressive 13-2-1 
regular-season record and won the Midwest 
Conference to qualify as one of 16 teams for 
the ECNL National Playoffs.

In the tournament, which took place in Rock-

ford, Eclipse defeated the Dallas Texans, De 
Anza Force and PDA in a difficult Group C - 
the only group to feature two top-four-ranked 
teams placed together. In group play, Eclipse 
Select outscored its opponents by an 11-3 
margin.

Then came the drama of the semifinals, 
when Eclipse defeated JAYFC. Devin Lynch 
- safe to say - provided the biggest highlight 
of the U-14 side’s run. At the tail end of the 
20-minute extra time session, Lynch cracked 
a 24-yard free kick strike into the net to earn 
the winning score against Armada, booking a 
trip to the final.

While Eclipse did fall a little short in the title 
match to Solar Chelsea, the No. 1 overall 
seed heading into the tournament, the 
Eclipse Select side has plenty to be proud 
of in representing the team and the club as 
a whole.

Congratulations ladies!

2016-17 U-14 ECNL Playoffs Roster:
Korbin Albert
Kathleen Baker
Lauren Boafo
Katherine Dobsch
Taylor English
Alice Foley
Payton Green
Grace Grundhofer
Aubrey Hahn
Devin Lynch
Dakota Lyons
Sydney Malaga
Payton Nolan
Emma Phillips
Brielle Rochester
Emma Showman
Julia Simon
Carol Fernanda Soto Diaz
Emmerson Waddle



Former Eclipse Select defender Casey 
Short of Naperville became a fixture for the 
U.S. Women’s National Team in 2016. She 
started in all four appearances and logged 
315 minutes for coach Jill Ellis’ squad, 
and she continues to earn call-ups to the 
national team in 2017.

Short also had an impressive 2016 
National Women’s Soccer League season 
with the Chicago Red Stars. Last season, 

she was one of five Red Stars to start all 
20 regular-season games, logging 1,781 
minutes and contributing two assists. For 
her efforts, Short earned NWSL Second XI 
accolades.

Short is a graduate of Naperville Central 
High School, where she was inducted into 
the high school’s hall of fame earlier this 
year. She played collegiately at Florida 
State and then was selected in the first 
round of the 2013 NWSL Draft by the 
Boston Breakers.

Short is an example of perseverance and 
dedication, overcoming a number of ACL 
and MCL injuries and fighting her way back 
to compete at an elite level.

The Eclipse Select product continues to 
serve as a true role model for future gener-
ations of players.

Short stands tall at international, pro ranks
Alumna making waves for 

U.S. Women’s National 
Team, Chicago Red Stars
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Delevski joins as Eclipse Boys’ Director
Ex-two-time Major Indoor 

Soccer League MVP serves 
integral role in program

In preparation for the 2017-18 programming, 
Eclipse Select has brought in a number of 
pieces among its staff, headlining with the 
addition of Dino Delevski as Eclipse Select 
Boys’ Director. He is starting this role in 
August.

Delevski’s impact in the sport is significant, 
as both a longtime professional player and 
as a budding youth coach since 2009, hav-
ing served as the Chicago Inferno’s technical 
director.

“We are excited to bring in Dino Delevs-
ki who has had a significant influence in 
Chicagoland youth soccer,” Eclipse Select 
President Rory Dames said. “As we looked 
ahead to the 2017-18 calendar season, we 
knew it was crucial to hire someone who has 
a proven track record not just in developing 

Callan, McNellis added to coaching staff
Earlier this year, Eclipse welcomed to new coaches to its staff 
starting in 2017-18, as James Callan was named the Eclipse Select 
Director of U-8 to U-10 East and Mark McNellis will be Eclipse 
Select East Coach. McNellis and Callan have a wealth of former 
playing and coaching experience and have spent their recent years 
at United Soccer Academy, with Callan serving as the director of 
coaching since 2012 and McNellis as senior coach since 2011.
 
James Callan: “I value the fundamentals of the game of soccer. 
I’ve been playing since I can’t remember. I value the team concept 
and working hard, and that’s something I get satisfaction from 
seeing from the younger kids as a coach. It’s about working hard 
and concentrating on what they need to do. I treat players firmly 
and they are not only valuable to me as a coach but valuable to the 
team as well. That’s the main thing for me is for them to compete 
successfully, while also having fun.”
 
Mark McNellis: “You want to have a positive impact on the kids 
– it’s not just about soccer; it’s about the lessons in life,” McNellis 
said. “Soccer obviously teaches them important lessons that they 
can learn to become successful people in life, as adults. That’s the 
way I look at it. I want them to not only be the best soccer player 
they can be, but also the best people they can be.”

Mochel named club Executive Director
In late April, the club announced the addition of Cindy Mochel as 
Eclipse Select Executive Director.

For the past 23 years, Mochel has held both executive and ad-
ministrative roles with Chicago-based soccer organizations, most 
recently serving as executive director at United Soccer Academy.

“We are fortunate to be bringing in someone of Cindy’s knowledge 
and connection among the youth community in the Chicagoland 
area,” Eclipse Select President Rory Dames said. “She will be an 
important face for our club. As a liaison with our valued member-
ship, Cindy will serve as a primary link with our extensive player 
pool and programming at all age groups and levels, and that 
balanced focus is essential among our Eclipse Select family.”
 
Heading into Eclipse Select, Mochel said the passion surrounding 
the life lessons and values that come from her work are the driving 
influence of her role.
 
“I thoroughly enjoy working with kids in a sports environment,” Mo-
chel said. “I see the value of what children and players learn from 
the sport that they play, and the life lessons from the sport they play, 
to provide them with a healthy environment.”

youth players as a whole, but someone who 
can also expand our presence in devel-
oping elite players on the boys’ side. Dino 
fits that fold, and his coaching and playing 
philosophies mirror what the Eclipse Select 
organization stands for.”

Delevski’s professional playing career 
included two MVP honors in the Major Indoor 
Soccer League (2002, 2003) while playing 
for the Kansas City Comets. He began 
coaching in 2009, has served as head coach 
of a Premier Development League team and 
has recently assisted the Chicago Mustangs 
of the Major Arena Soccer League.

Between his possession-oriented approach 
to the game and his extensive development 
background, he hopes to solidify that culture 
among the boys’ pool of players at Eclipse.

“I enjoy the possession tpe of game,” he 
said. “Coming to Eclipse, I want to establish 
this on the boys’ side and create a certain 
image that not only includes strong teams 
but also builds and contributes toward the 
culture already created on the girls’ side. 
When people talk about the teams and their 
success, they also talk about the quality of 
the performance, and that has always been 
my main focus.”
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Boys’ program joins ECNL, NISL for 2017-18
Competition to further 

align programming among 
Eclipse Select teams

In early June, Eclipse Select announced 
that the Eclipse Select Boys will be joining 
the Elite Clubs National League and 
Northern Illinois Soccer League for the 
2017-18 season, with one team competing 
in each age group of the Boys’ ECNL and 
more than 15 additional teams competing 
in the NISL.
 
“We are really excited about the future of 
our boys’ program, and the Boys’ ECNL 
and NISL are great platforms for our 
players to compete in,” Eclipse Select 
President Rory Dames said. “The NISL 
has a long history of providing great local 
competition and programs, and participat-
ing in the Boys’ ECNL aligns our male and 
female programs philosophically.”

For more information about each league, visit www.boysecnl.com (ECNL) and 
www.northernillinoissoccerleague.com (NISL).



Eclipse Select Minnesota broadens reach
One year into launch, Twin 
Cities-based branch builds 

club methodology
The first full year is in the books since 
Eclipse Select Soccer Club announced 
the launch of Eclipse Select Minnesota. 
Run by Executive Director Andy Kaasa, 
the club brand expanded its reach into the 
Minneapolis-Saint Paul region.

“The process of creating this Minneso-
ta-based club was carefully planned, 
and with Andy Kaasa’s experience at the 
forefront, we are confident that the Eclipse 
Select model of success will continue in 
that region,” Eclipse Select President Rory 
Dames said upon the launch. “Andy’s 
values toward club environment, youth de-
velopment and maintaining a family-orient-
ed approach are completely in line with our 
ideals, and we look forward to seeing what 
I expect will be rapid growth and success 
in Minnesota over the coming years.”

The 2016-17 calendar year has featured 
18 teams among the girls and boys, rang-
ing from U-9 to U-18 on the girls’ side and 
U-9 to U-16 for the boys’ side.

Elite competition and increased recruit-
ment are just a sampling of the benefits 
that have come with Eclipse Select’s 
expansion into Minnesota. Several Eclipse 

Select Minnesota girls’ teams traveled 
to Las Vegas for the Vegas Cup in late 
January, and in addition to the competition, 
the U-15 and U-16 teams toured UNLV’s 
campus to begin the process of prepar-
ing some players for their next step as 

student-athletes.

Eclipse Select Minnesota also hosted a 
C3 College ID Camp in the Twin Cities, a 
great opportunity for players who want to 
compete at the collegiate level.

With Eclipse Select’s presence firmly plant-
ed in Illinois, Northwest Indiana, Wisconsin 
and now Minnesota, the Twin Cities-based 
club follows a lineage that has developed 
a number of strong players from around 
the Midwest, and will continue to do so for 
many years to come.

For more about Eclipse Select Minnesota, 
visit www.EclipseSelectMN.com.
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QCSS connecting with club membership

Deer Park-based QCSS 
Smart Center now offering 
24-hour customer service

In April of 2017, Eclipse Select announced 
the formation of its partnership with Deer 
Park-based Quality Customer Service and 
Sales (QCSS). QCSS is assisting Eclipse 
Select in promoting the club brand and 
events, while improving all lines of commu-
nication for the club.

“The company is unique in that our club 
family and the family leadership at QCSS 
have been connected over the years, so 
it was a natural fit for this partnership to 
come to the fore,” Eclipse Select President 
Rory Dames said.
 
As the partnership moves forward, QCSS 
and Eclipse Select have recently an-
nounced that the club is offering 24-hour 
customer service.

“We are very excited to provide such an 
outstanding 24/7 call service to improve 
interactions with current club members and 
potential future customers,” Eclipse Select 
Executive Director Cindy Mochel said. 
“Having an answering service will expedite 
response times for the club, and we look 
forward to the positive effect that it will 
have on our customer service.”

“The improved communication goes hand-
in-hand with Eclipse’s mission: committed 
to excellence,” said QCSS President and 
CEO Cathy Karabetsos. “The future looks 
very bright, and it looks a lot like our two 
organizations.”

To reach Eclipse Select’s 24/7 answering service, call 1-224-206-5580.
For specific staff and club contacts visit:

www.eclipseselect.org/page/show/1104160-staff-and-club-contacts



The Eclipse Select Annual College Show-
case has been a fixture of the club now for 
10 years. Players earned the opportunity 
to showcase their talent in front of a num-
ber of institutions at the Oak Brook Polo 
Grounds on Oct. 24, 2016.
 
The event drew a number of top programs 
as 36 college and universities were on 
hand to closely track the club’s players and 
potential collegiate talent.
 
“The Showcase was once again a suc-
cess for all our players who participated,” 
Eclipse Select Vice President Mike Nesci 
said shortly after the event. “It is a great 
opportunity for our kids to be identified by 
a wide variety of schools throughout the 
country. As a club, we take tremendous 
pride in being able to offer this to our 
players.”
 
A new element to the event was a 30-min-
ute session between sets of games head-

ed by Eclipse Select Director of Goalkeep-
ers Jordan “Jordi” King. This was a nice 
addition to the Showcase to focus solely 
on the goalkeeping program and initiatives 
at Eclipse Select.
 
The following were on hand in Oak Brook 
for the event:
Arkansas State University
Benedictine University
Beloit College
Carthage College
Concordia University Chicago
DePaul University
Dominican University
Elmhurst College
Illinois State University
Illinois Wesleyan University
Indiana University-Purdue University Fort 

Wayne
Indiana University-Purdue University India-
napolis (IUPUI)
Indiana Wesleyan University
Lake Forest College
Lewis University
Loyola University Chicago
Marquette University
Northern Illinois University
Northwestern University
Purdue University
Trinity Christian College
Trinity International University
University of Dubuque
University of Illinois
University of Illinois-Chicago
University of Iowa
University of Kentucky
University of Missouri
University of Notre Dame
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
University of Wisconsin-Parkside
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
Valparaiso University
Washington University-St. Louis
Western Michigan University
Wisconsin Lutheran College

Eclipse Select Annual College Showcase
10th annual event brings 

top programs to Oak Brook
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