Santa Clara Valley Hockey Association

BLACKHAWKS

September, 2017
www.blackhawks.org

Meet Our Manager of Coaches, continued

Meet Our Manager of
Coaches: Justin Alonzo Jr.
Q: You’re in a new role as Manager of Coaches – what does
the job entail?
A: It has been awesome working with our coaches to help
our program grow. As the Manager of Coaches its my job to
help our coaches grow and learn new ways to develop our
players. What is great about it, is I probably learn just as
much from them as the do from me. Each month I hold a
coaches meeting going over what we as an organization are
looking and how we can better our kids in our program. I
also attend everyone's practices going out and helping
them on the ice in anyway that I can.

year I played for, and was the Captain of the Watertown
Wolves in the FHL where I won my first professional
championship. in the 2015-2016 season, I signed with the
Port Huron Prowlers being one of the Assistant Captains in
their Inaugural season to the FHL. During this season I had
a team leading 89 points, which was also 3rd in the league.
I received the Forward of the Year Award which was given
to me by 4x Stanley Cup Champion of the Detroit Redwings
Darren McCarty. This season I won my 2nd and back to
back championship ending my career on top, retiring once
the season was over.

Q: Tell us about your junior, collegiate and professional
hockey playing career
A: I played Junior Hockey for the Boston Jr Bruins Starting
in the Empire League, which was junior B at the time when
I was 14. I then moved up to the Junior A team which was
in the EJHL (now called USPHL Premier) playing for both
Chris and Peter Masters. I then moved on to play Division III
NCAA hockey for Castleton University in Vermont. During
my tenure at Castleton, I made the All-Academic team my
Sophomore year. I was named Honorable mention to the
All-American team in my Junior year. After my 4 years of
playing, I finished 3rd in Castleton history in points with
116, first overall in assist with 86 in 93 games played, which
all still hold to this day. I graduated in 2013 with a
Bachelor's Degree in Business with a concentration in
Management. After my season finished my senior year I
left school to go play minor pro in the Southern Pro League
(SPHL) I played for the Pensacola Ice Flyers. The following
season I went back to Pensacola for majority of the year
and then finished with the Huntsville Havoc. The following

Q: How do those experiences impact your approach to
coaching?
A: My playing experience has helped a lot when it comes
to coaching. I have learned tons from every coach I have
had ever since I was a kid until my last year of playing.
Believe it or not, I was behind the bench in 1 game in the
SPHL when my coach was suspended for a game. I was hurt
with a knee injury so I couldn't play, around 3pm when I
was getting ready to head to the rink for our game my
coach called me and asked me to go behind the bench and
coach since he was suspended. We won that game 7-3, so
we will say it comes natural…ha ha. But, I have learned how
coaches taught and encountered their players and I saw
what worked and what didn't. Being able to connect with
the players now has been pretty easy because we have
common ground since I have been where they are and
where they want to go. I think it is awesome when players
come to me asking for advice and help, I love being able to
help guide kids to where they want to go....continued next page

Meet Our Manager of Coaches, continued
Q: What have you been able to do with this role that the
club never been able to do before?

Q: What do you enjoy the most about working within the
Blackhawks organization?

A: The Blackhawks have tons of great board members and
volunteers who help in any way they can. But, most have
kids and full time jobs so they are not able to be around as
much as they would like. I think adding a position like mine
has added an aspect to the organization they have been
looking for to make that next step as an organization. Going
into my second season as the MOC, I feel like I have been
able to build relationships with all of the coaches and
players. I travel to games and tournaments, going on the
bench and helping in any way that I can. Last year I went to
the San Diego Games tournament and was able to watch
and help our teams in a huge tournament. This year I hope
to do more of that, being more involved with each an every
team. The organization has done a phenomenal job
welcoming me in and helping in anyway they can.

A: What I enjoy most about working with the Blackhawks
organization is that they are a family oriented organization.
Everyone in the Blackhawks organization cares about each
other and put the kids first. To me it seems like a tight knit
group of people who care about the development of their
child. I really think the Blackhawks set themselves apart
with team building events like the Tahoe weekend we do
every year. It is awesome to see every team in the
organization in 1 spot doing team bonding events. I went to
a small college which our motto was "a small school with a
big heart" and I feel the same thing with the Blackhawks
organization.
Look forward to more Q&A with Justin Jr. in the next edition!

Skate-At-The-Lake

The Blackhawks kicked off the season with its traditional
Skate-at-the-Lake Training Camp and Retreat over Labor
Day Weekend in South Lake Tahoe. Our seven A/B teams
enjoyed a weekend of hockey, team building and outdoor
activities. Siblings and parents enjoyed the Family Skate.
Our AA teams were missed over the weekend. Due to
CAHA adding a mandatory Evaluation Jamboree, they were
not able to attend.
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Skate-At-The-Lake….continued
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