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Blessings and grace to you, family in 
Christ.

December. 

December is replete with feeling: expecta-
tion, hope, disappointment, grief, wonder, 
joy, even family conflict.

December is holy for those who celebrate 
the Christ child. 

December is complicated, even at its best.

While most of you will celebrate the birth 
of Christ with worship, music, food, gift 
exchanges, decorations and general merry 
making, some of you will also struggle with 
the extra burden of grief, fresh or familiar. 
Some will be wading through the morass of 
depression, economic hardship and strained 
or estranged relationships. And our world 
is aching with violence and hunger in many 
parts of the globe.

There are abundant opportunities to 
celebrate this season. And there is an 
opportunity for those of you in need of 
respite or a gentler, less exuberant worship 
experience. Whether you are among those 
for whom December is painful or among 
those who simply want time to rest and 
pray in the presence of beloved commu-
nity:

Please join us Sunday, December 10 at 
5 p.m. for Advent Contemplative Prayer 
for Healing. We will have scripture, poetry, 
music, candles, silence, holy anointing. 
You can come and sit. You can come and 
participate. Just come. We will be there 
to welcome with you in love and holy 
friendship.

This is also a wonderful service to which to 
invite friends or those new to church. It is 
very accessible, welcoming and peace-filled.

Well, it’s been a year. Now what?

Even as we celebrate Christmas, the turn 
of the calendar page is looming, adding 
complexity to the season.

Many of you have wondered: Hey, the new 
pastor has been here a year! When are we 
going to do something? What is her/our 
strategy or vision?

With you, I am reflecting on the year past 
as the calendar page turns on the end of my 
first twelve months with you. 

I know you have been waiting a long time. 
And for some, your patience is understand-
ably wearing thin. You had two years of 
interim. This additional year was necessary 
for me to do a faithful job of gaining 
a clearer picture of who we are, where 
we have been and how to chart a course 
forward. It has been a time of listening, 
observing, learning, connecting, drinking 
gallons of coffee, hearing stories of hope 
and heart break. And it has been a time 
of deep joy; building trust and deepening 
understanding.

2018 will be a Year of Renewal. In partner-
ship with a handful of other congregations, 
we are embarking on a process called the 
Mission Strategy: Year of Renewal to lead 
us through intentional, purposeful discern-
ment of God’s way forward. As someone* 
said so well: “This process takes the great 
work of the Transition Team and casts the 
net even wider!” We will create strategic 
vision for our future, which was one of 
the intended next steps following on the 
work of the Transition Team. (Here, the 
term “mission” means discovering God’s 
broader mission for our congregation.)

*Perhaps that person was our candidate for 
new pastor during an interview!

Everyone will have an opportunity to 
participate and we will end the year with 
greater clarity and vision. That doesn’t 
mean waiting a whole year to “do some-
thing!” We will be immersed in discovery 
and visioning all the way along. And that 
discovery will shape our ministry and chart 
our course as we go.

Even as we move through the Year of 
Renewal Process, there is already plenty of 
work to do: 

• Joining forces to rebuild and revitalize 
10:30 a.m. worship.

• Drafting a plan to eliminate nearly 
$4 million in debt, freeing up critical 
funds for ministry.

• Welcoming our new Pastor of Lifelong 
Faith Formation and offering support 
as we build our adult education and 
Children, Youth and Family ministry 
teams.

• Creating a new web presence and 
updating our brand.

• Engaging new Christians.

And things ARE happening! 

Hundreds of people of all ages gather on 
Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings 
for meal fellowship, worship, and learning. 
During the week musicians rehearse, 
worship is imagined and planned, quilts 
are assembled, the prayer team prays, the 
homebound are visited, multiple book 
groups/circles/bible studies meet for 
learning and community, bills are paid, 
offerings are counted, food is served, 
funerals are held, staff meets, phones are 
answered, newsletters drafted and assem-
bled, neighbors are fed and clothed, teams 
are hard at work (mission, stewardship, 
worship, Reconciling in Christ, facilities, 
finance, visitation, care and more), neigh-
bors around the world are held in prayer or 
financial support, lessons planned, service 
projects organized and executed. And so 
much more.

We are a busy household of God every day. 

So I leave you this month with two 
thoughts:

Ted and I wish you blessings for a hopeful 
and love-filled Christmas. If you are trav-
eling, may you be safe and find a way to 
worship the Christ child with someone(s) 
you love. If you are home, we look forward 
to celebrating with you!

And “watch this space” as we turn the page 
on the calendar, ready to hit the ground 
running!

Merry Christmas. Best Wishes for the New 
Year. And thank you for a great 12 months!

Peace,

Pastor Chris
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Financial Highlights
As we complete our second month of 
the fiscal year, our financial results show 
a deficit of $75,000. This is not unusual 
at this point in our fiscal year, note, last 
year at this time we recorded a deficit 
of $83,000. September is a slow income 
month and we also incur programming 
expenses to kick off fall. October Income 
rebounded nicely, as we received 
$14,000 more in Contribution Income 
than the previous October.

Capital Income and Expenses of $45,000 
reflect the use and recognition of 
re-purposed Opening Doors funds to 
complete building projects this fall. 
We will see further increase in Capital 
Income and Expense in coming months 
as we recognize insurance proceeds to 
offset new carpet expense.

More details of our financial results can 
be found on Trinity’s website at www.
trinitylc.org under the News tab, then 
Congregational Council, then FY ’18 
Minutes and Reports.

Congregational 
Meeting to Call 
New Pastor
Sunday, December 3, 
10:05 a.m., Worship Center
Join us between worship services 
to hear about the Call Committee’s 
candidate for Pastor of Lifelong Faith 
Formation. Voting members will be 
asked to vote to call the new pastor 
to service at Trinity.

Reformation Roots 
Sundays, December 3 & 10 at 
10:30 a.m. in the Living Room
New birth—that’s what the reformation 
was all about!  The joy and birth pangs 
of new beginnings of the church still 
resonate today. What part does free 
will have in our daily lives? What about 
forgiveness of all our sins? Why do we 
have infant baptisms? What exactly does 
communion really mean?  

This fall we’ve been feasting on the 
delicious meat of this reformation class! 
Through the expertise of current local 
professors, we’ve traveled back in time to 
meet Martin Luther and his wife/partner 
Katie, Frederick the Wise, and Philip 
Melanchthon. We’ve learned that the 
reformation didn’t happen in a straight 
line. Instead it zigzagged back and forth 
between all sorts of people, both friends 
and foes, through different events where 
Roman Catholic principles were critically 
challenged, and even to the Peasant Wars 
as the people tried to break away in their 
church life as well as in their political life.

In December we’ll sum up the living 
legacy that Martin Luther gave us as well 
as travel to Switzerland to study their 
rationalistic revolt. Join us as we continue 
to celebrate new life of our church!

Questions? Contact Kristie Anderson at 
jkjsa@hotmail.com.

Announcing New 
Office Hours!
The approved 2018 budget includes 
a cost savings from an adjustment 
in church office hours. Beginning 
December 1, the church office 
will be closed on Fridays.  The 
office will be open Monday through 
Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

In addition to the pastoral on-call 
line, we will also have an adminis-
trative/building on-call line should 
a need arise. We will continue to 
host funerals, weddings and special 
events on Fridays.

If you have questions about this 
change, please contact Pastor Chris 
or Parish Administrator Bob Eiselt.

This Year Last Year FY '18 Budget

Contribution Income 172,923        165,551        1,300,000      
Other Income 109,208        67,089          466,000         

Total Income 282,130$     232,640$     1,766,000$   

less:  Expenses 357,322        315,621        1,776,145      
Surplus (Deficit) (75,191)$      (82,980)$      (10,145)          

Long-Term Debt Summary:
Long-Term Debt - Beginning of Fiscal Yr. 2,921,532    3,050,204    
Increase (Decrease) (21,778)         (20,947)         
Long-Term Debt - End of October 2,899,754$  3,029,257$  

Line of Credit Balance-October 31 853,394$     887,221$     

Trinity Financial Update

October Year-to-Date - Fiscal Year 2018 % of 
Budget

13%
23%

20%

Trinity Financial Update
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Sunday 
Morning 
Hospitality 
by Ann Wolff, 
Hospitality 
Coordinator

COFFEE. 
GREETING. 
USHERING.  
These are the 
three areas of 
hospitality at church on Sunday mornings. Warmest thanks to all who take turns greeting 
and ushering. We always need more—especially at 10:30 a.m. worship, so please contact 
me if you can help on a regular or occasional basis.

WE REALLY NEED PEOPLE TO MAKE AND SERVE COFFEE! Warmest thanks to Kelly Klein 
who makes and serves coffee (and lemonade and cookies) the first Sunday of every 
month. If you can help regularly or occasionally, I would be ever so grateful. The shift 
could be divided in half (approximately 8-10 a.m. and 10-11:15 a.m.). Each shift will be 
shorter if there are two volunteers.

Thank you for stewarding your time on Sunday mornings to make Trinity a warm and 
welcoming place to worship. Please contact Ann Wolff, Hospitality Coordinator, at 
651-260-3855 or wolff701@msn.com.

W O R S H I P

Worship Texts
Below are the scripture texts (from 
the Narrative Lectionary) that 
will be used on the date listed to 
prepare the message for worship.

December 3 Isaiah 55:1-13  
...so that you may live!

December 10 John 1:1-18  
...in the beginning was the Word.

December 17 Jeremiah 4:1-7 
...do not say, ‘I am only a child’...for 
you shall speak...

December 24 Luke 2:1-20  
Mary treasured these words and 
pondered them in her heart.

December 25 Luke 2:8-20  
Sheperds Visit

December 31 Variety of readings

Trinity’s Christmas Garden & Local Benevolences Gift Opportunities
Form and payment must be turned in by Sunday, December 10, 2017

In the spirit of honoring/memorializing loved ones this Christmas, we welcome donations toward a Christmas 
Garden. However, we would love to have the majority of the honors/memorials directed toward Local 
Benevolences such as St. Croix Chaplaincy, Valley Outreach Emergency Fund and Food Shelf. Donor names will be 
available at Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services and in the January issue of Trinity Today. Please fill out the 
form below and either bring it to the Church Office, mail it, or place it in the offering plate. 

r Local Benevolences $ ___________________

r Christmas Garden (suggested donation $15) $ ___________________

In memory of __________________________________ In honor of ______________________________

Given by ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone # (____________)_____________________________ Total amount enclosed $ _______________
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by Claudia Swendseid,  
Stewardship Team Lead

Who Has Modeled Faithful 
Stewardship For You?  

During Trinity’s financial 
stewardship campaign (October 15–
November 12), five Trinity members 
presented “Stewardship Moments” 
during Sunday worship, reflecting on 
the meaning of stewardship to them and 
why they support Trinity financially. 
Their messages were diverse but all were 
compelling as each sought to model 
faithful stewardship in her or his own 
way.

These witnesses led me to think about 
those people in my life who have been 
most instrumental in shaping my 
understanding and practice of Christian 
stewardship. At the top of my list are 
my parents, but also my godmother, 
Roselyn Holte, whose stewardship story 
is summarized below. 

Roselyn was born in January 1921 on 
a farm near Fergus Falls, Minnesota. 
Her parents were devout Lutherans 
and raised her and her three brothers 
accordingly. Roselyn completed high 
school in Battle Lake, MN, followed 
by secretarial training before beginning 
work in Fergus Falls, where she joined 
Zion Lutheran Church. There she 
participated in the church’s mission 
program and began her lifelong practice 
of tithing at least 10 percent of her pre-
tax income to her church.  

In her late-20s, and still single, Roselyn 
heard God’s call to join the wave of 
American Lutheran missionaries headed 
to Japan. The years 1948 to 1954 saw a 
large number of American and European 
Lutherans responding to the call for 
Christian mission to post-war Japan. 
At that time and still today, Japanese 
Christians represent less than 1 percent 
of the total population; about 30,000 
Japanese are Lutherans. 

While women have been part of the 
church’s international missions work 
from the beginning of its history, 
nonetheless, it was uncommon for single 
American women in the 1950s to follow 
such a path. But for Roselyn her call 
was clear. She moved to Japan in 1952 
where she worked tirelessly in Lutheran-
sponsored social service organizations 
focused on helping marginalized persons, 

such as abandoned bi-racial children. 
Alongside these efforts, she learned 
Japanese and helped build what is now 
the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church.  
And on July 8, 1955, Roselyn stood up as 
one of three sponsors at my baptism.

Roselyn was devoted to and loved her 
work in Japan. Regardless, she returned 
to Battle Lake in the mid-1960s to 
care for her ill and aging parents—first 
her father and then her mother. She 
continued to be active in the local church, 
but otherwise had little free time given 
the demands of nursing her parents, and 
handling all of the domestic duties. While 
Roselyn’s three brothers lived in the area 
her parents expected their daughter to 
care for them. Plus, Roselyn was neither 
married, nor a parent, unlike her siblings. 
Thus, to interrupt her work in Japan was 
not considered a sacrifice to them, as 
many of us would view it today. Indeed, 
Roselyn herself has always described this 
time with her parents as God’s gift to her 
to practice the fifth commandment and a 
service she gladly performed.   

After her parents, Peder and Alma died, 
Roselyn returned to secretarial work 
to support herself. Over the years she 
worked in Fergus Falls, St. Paul, and 
the Seattle area, but always for a church 
or Christian institution. While she had 
opportunities to work in the private 
sector, which would have increased 
her earnings significantly, Roselyn 
understood God’s purpose for her as 
working within the Lutheran Church.  
Throughout these years she continued 
to be active in her faith community, 
tithed her 10 percent and more, studied 
scripture, immersed herself in prayer, 
and volunteered her time on behalf of 
marginalized people. 

By this time I was an adult and took 
the opportunity to get to know the 
woman who had faithfully sent me 
baptism greetings each year and held 
me up in prayer. During our visits 
she was encouraging of my own faith 
journey, listening without judgment to 
my doubts and questions and offering 

Stewardship
G I F T S  M A N A G E M E N T

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
– Matthew 6:21, Jesus speaking in the Sermon on the Mount

Faithful Living.
Faithful Giving.

to pray with me for discernment, 
rather than suggesting pat answers. 
Her small apartment was filled with 
pictures of family and friends, bibles 
and bible studies, and memorabilia 
from Japan. One of her favorite 
bible verses was framed on the wall, 
“You will be enriched n every way 
for your great generosity, which will 
produce thanksgiving to God through 
us.” 2 Corinthians 9:11. All about 
stewardship. 

In her 80s Roselyn suffered a serious 
accident. As Roselyn crossed the street 
to attend church, she was hit by a young 
woman driving a truck who drove 
through a red light. Roselyn broke 
her hip, her leg, suffered a concussion 
and spent weeks in the hospital due to 
surgeries and recovery. At the urging 
of her nephew and executor, Roselyn 
hired a law firm but refused to pursue 
any damages. She only wanted the cost 
of any medical expenses covered. She 
also met with the young woman who 
had hit her so she could forgive her and 
help this young woman recover from 
the emotional cost of the injury she had 
caused. The law firm was so impressed 
by Roselyn’s actions that they made a 
sizeable donation to Roselyn’s charity of 
choice—the ELCA’s Global Missions. 

Today, Roselyn lives in an assisted-living 
facility in Fergus Falls. She struggles with 
her physical limitations as it impedes 
her ability to remain active in her 
church and “give” of her time to those 
in need. Despite her limited income, 
she continues to pledge annually to her 
church, having increased her tithe now 
to 20 percent of her pre-tax income. She 
once said to me that Jesus calls us to give 
in ways that conflict with our need for 
financial security and go beyond self-
interest. That’s righteous. When I last 
saw her this summer, she was as inspiring 
as ever as she expressed her gratitude for 
my visit and God’s manifold blessings 
to her. I am enormously grateful for 
her presence in my life an how she has 
modeled stewardship.
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C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  L I F E  &  C A R E

Daily Advent Devotions courtesy of 
Luther Seminary
Sign up to receive the Advent Devotional 
“Joy to the World” through Luther 
Seminary. You can download the 
print copy or sign up for a daily e-mail 
devotion at: https://www.luthersem.edu/
advent/

Join us for worship in the Sanctuary followed by lunch in 
the Garden Room with entertainment by Amy & Adams, 
whose music has received praise such as “their seamless 
harmonies and perfect vocal blend is the sign of a great 
collaboration of hearts and talents.”

Program:

You’re invited to:

Wednesday December 6 at 11 a.m.

Celebrating Seniors  
December 
Worship & Lunch

Connecting with the community

Open Arts Ministry 
Do you love artistic endeavors, 
creative expressions and exploring 
your relationship with God? If so, 
please join in our new Open Arts 
Ministry (led by Zanny Johnson and 
Robin Cain).

Our opening time of contemplation 
and reflection is a short study of 
Open the Door: A Journey to the True 
Self by Joyce Rupp, followed by an 
art project to complete (or start and 
take home). You need not have any 
artistic “talent” to join us—just a 
desire to create, enlarge your own 
heart as a beloved child of God and 
explore ways to connect creativity 
with spirituality.

You will find us every second 
Wednesday of the month in the 
Living Room at Trinity from 10 a.m. 
to noon. Cost is $5 each session.

Please RSVP to Zanny at 
zjohnson@trinitylc.org.

This month: 
December 13: stick stars

Chris Bellefeuille & Ted Olson
Doug & Karen Dufty
Don & Eunice Fultz
Nicolette & Phil Gropel, Eva & Gavin
Kim & Phil Hanson
Emily & Nathan Karlsrud
Mike Karlsrud
Julie Landis
Andrew & Kary Thelander, Cubby & Eddie
Emily & Mike VanHandel, Holly & Georgia

WELCOME NEWMEMBERS! On November 19 we 
welcomed the members 
at right into our faith 
community.

An evening of
HOLIDAY PEACE
Tuesday, December 5
6 p.m. Join us at 5:30 for refreshments

Salem Lutheran Church
14940 62nd St N, Stillwater

During the holiday season, music often speaks to our 
hearts, helping to relax us and setting the tone for a 
peaceful holiday season. 

Join Tami Briggs, therapeutic harpist, as she shares 
powerful stories and Christmas readings and plays beautiful 
harp holiday music. We will explore how music can be a tool 
for care of yourself, especially during the holidays. 

Sponsored by the St. Croix Valley Faith Community Nurses. 

Faith Community Nurse Program
927 Churchill Street W
Stillwater, MN 
lakeviewhealth.org

Tuesday, December 5 at 6 p.m. | Join us at 5:30 p.m. for refreshments 
Hosted by Salem Lutheran Church | 14940 62nd St. N, Stillwater
During the holiday season, music often speaks to our hearts, helping to relax us 
and setting the tone for a peaceful holiday season. Join Tami Briggs, therapeutic 
harpist, as she shares powerful stories and Christmas readings and play beautiful 
harp holiday music. We will explore how music can be a tool for care of yourself, 
especially during the holidays. Sponsored by the St. Croix Valley Faith Community 
Nurses. Questions? Please contact Trinity’s Faith Community Nurse, Sue Peterson at 
speterson@trinitylc.org or 651-323-1335.



7December 2017 • trinity.today.

P A S T O R  D E B  O S T

Trinity’s Care Team
Pastor Deb 
dost@trinitylc.org 
651-323-1309

Zanny Johnson, Congregational 
Life & Care Coordinator 
zjohnson@trinitylc.org 
651-323-1341

Sue Peterson, Faith  
Community Nurse 
speterson@trinitylc.org 
651-323-1335

• Be realistic. Practice saying “No.” 

• Don’t try to be a superhero. 
Acknowledge the complex 
dynamics of your family. Unity 
and peace may not be a realistic 
goal. Don’t be a martyr trying to 
accomplish it.

• Volunteer. Helping others 
(including animals) is a great 
strategy, especially if you feel lonely 
or isolated. 

• Keep your own well-being in 
mind. Give yourself some “me 
time,” and take time for exercise. 

• Give it some thought. Ask 
yourself, ‘Why am I doing 
things that make me miserable?’ 
Remember you have a choice in 
how you spend your time, energy 
and money.

• Make sure that the “holiday 
blues” haven’t become a 
scapegoat. Pay attention to your 
symptoms. If these feelings persist, 
there may be another biological 
or psychological cause for your 
depression and anxiety. Consult 
your physician.

NAMI medical director, Dr. Duckworth 
shares one additional word of advice. 
“This is not an easy time of year for a 
lot of people. Be gentle with yourself.” 

In this season of Advent, we long for 
gentleness and compassion. We find it 
in our loving God, the one who comes 
to us in the Child of Bethlehem. This 
gentle and compassionate God walks 
alongside us during our holiday blues; 
accompanies us through the dark days 
and into the light. And if we should find 
that our “blues” persist and the darkness 
doesn’t lift, God will remain with us, for 
God promises, “I will never leave you 
or forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5)

Charlie Brown, I guess all there is to un-
derstand about Christmas is the advent 
of Jesus, Immanuel, “God with us.”  
And, by the way, I don’t think there’s 
anything wrong with you.

Holiday Blues
By Pastor Deb Ost

In the classic holiday TV special, “A 
Charlie Brown Christmas,” Charlie 
Brown laments to his friend Linus, “I 
think there must be something wrong 
with me, Linus. Christmas is coming, 
but I’m not happy. I don’t feel the way 
I’m supposed to feel. I just don’t under-
stand Christmas, I guess. I like getting 
presents and sending Christmas cards 
and decorating trees and all that, but 
I’m still not happy. I always end up feel-
ing depressed.”

Charlie Brown is not alone in his expe-
rience of depression at Christmas time 
—not by a long shot. According to Ken 
Duckworth, MD, medical director of 
the National Alliance on Mental Illness, 
“A lot of people would say that the 
holidays are the worst time of the year.” 
The reality is, “many feel miserable, and 
that’s not only for people with clinical 
depression.” 

The “holiday blues” can be caused by 
a number of circumstances, such as 
personal grief, loneliness, illnesses of 
all kinds, economic concerns, current 
events, separation from family members 
and relationship issues like estrangement 
or divorce. The various stressors of 
the holidays can easily make matters 
worse. Time, energy and finances are 
often stretched to the max, and family 
gatherings can be dreaded obligations. 
We have the notion that the beautiful 
Christmas decorations, festive holiday 
parties and sounds of Jingle Bells 
should make us happy. But, they don’t. 
Instead, we’re feeling down, anxious 
and “blue,” and that makes us even 
more miserable. These feelings are very 
real, and, whether our own or others’, 
they warrant attention and respect. 
Thankfully, there are some things we 
can do to manage or minimize our 
holiday-related anxiety and depression. 
NAMI offers these suggestions. (For 
more information about holiday blues 
and/or mental illness, go to: https://
www.nami.org/holidayblues.)

• Don’t worry about how things 
“should” be. Let go of idealized 
thinking regarding the perfect 
family and perfect Christmas.

Advent     
Prayer
Holy God of Advent, 
you became weak 
so we could find strength 
during moments of heartbreak; 
you left the safety of heaven 
to wander the wilderness of the world, 
holding our hands when we feel so 
hopeless; 
you set aside your glory 
to hold our pain so we might be healed, 
even when there seems to be no hope; 
you became one of us, 
so we could never be alone 
in any moment, 
in any circumstance. 
 
So, come now 
Child of Bethlehem, 
to strengthen us in these days. 
May we feel your presence 
in a way we have never known, 
not just as One born in a stable 
long ago and far away, 
but as One born in our hearts, 
in our hopes, in our spirits, 
in our weakness. 
You have promised to go before us: 
into our brokenness, into hospital rooms, 
into empty houses, into graveyards, 
into our future held by our God, 
and you are here, even now, 
waiting for each of us: 
to serve us, 
to hold us, 
to comfort us, 
to live in us, now and forever. Amen.

Blue Christmas Liturgy, © 2011  Thom M. Shuman, 
public domain
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Cantus

” Listen…

…so that you may live!”

In the beginning was the Word.”

Do not say, ‘I am only a child’... 
for you shall speak…”

December 3 – Advent 1 “Listen – so that you may live!”
Worship at 9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Worship text: Isaiah 55: 1-13
Pastor Chris Bellefeuille preaching
Water for the thirsty ones, food for the hungry, 
abundance for all. And all without cost. Too good to be 
true? Not necessarily. 

December 10 – Advent 2  
“Listen – in the beginning was the Word.”
Worship at 9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Worship text: John 1: 1-18
Pastor Chris Bellefeuille preaching
“In the beginning was the Word.” The first words of John’s 
Gospel recall the first words of Genesis. In contrast to the 
stories of Jesus’ birth in Matthew and Luke, here Jesus’ 
origin is outside of time, space, and history. 

Contemplative Prayer Service for Healing at 5 p.m. 
A service with scripture, poetry, music, candles, silence, 
and holy anointing.

December 17 – Advent 3 “Listen – do not say, ‘I am 
only a child’ …for you shall speak”
One worship service only at 10 a.m.
Worship Text: Jeremiah 1:4-7
Trinity Children’s Ministry will lead this service.
Angels telling Mary and Joseph their roles, the birth of 
Jesus, visits by shepherds and wise men.  All readings will 
be from the Spark Story Bible. This worship pageant will 
include adorable costumes, familiar music and story, and 
Holy Communion. Before worship breakfast will be served 
from 8:30-10 a.m. in the Garden Room for a free-will 
offering. After worship, join family and friends for a time 
of fellowship and homemade cookies.

December 24 – Advent 4 & Christmas Eve 
“Listen – Mary treasured these words and  
pondered them in her heart” 
Worship Text: Luke 2:1-20
Christmas Eve is a time to gather for worship with friends 
and family. We invite everyone to be a part of our family; 
spend Christmas Eve with us at one or more of our five 
worship services. Each service will have special music 
selections, carols and candlelight. 

10-11 a.m. Live Nativity outdoors on the Trinity 
Green Space (corner of 3rd & Myrtle Streets)
See and touch the animals, visit the shepherds,  
angels and wise men; ask Mary & Joseph about their 
baby; sing Christmas songs and hear the story of 
Jesus’ birth.

11 a.m. Worship for children and their families  
(45 minutes in length)

2 p.m. Festive worship with vocal ensemble, organ  
& instruments

3 p.m. Festive worship with the Trinity Choir, organ 
& instruments

4 p.m. Festive worship with the Trinity Choir, organ 
& instruments

9 p.m. Festive worship with the Trinity All-Star Choir, 
organ, instruments & Holy Communion

Mary treasured these 
words and pondered them 
in her heart.”

Advent & Christmas 
2017
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For centuries, the heart of Christmas has shown brightly 
in the music written and performed for this holy season. For 
the first time, in at least two decades, the choirs at Trinity 
are pleased to present a Christmas concert—featuring both 
the Trinity Choir and the Trinity Children’s Choir—with a full 
orchestra accompanying them.

For many years we (Trinity musicians) have tried to incorporate 
a special musical offering on a Sunday morning in Advent. But 
this year, with the fourth Sunday of Advent on Christmas Eve, 
and the children’s presentation on the third Sunday of Advent, 
it seemed the time to offer an afternoon event —providing an 
opportunity for us to present you with our gift—the music of 
Christmas. 

For this concert, the Trinity choirs will collaborate with the St. 
Croix Valley Symphony Orchestra. This marvelous orchestra 
is conducted by Dr. Kris Tjornehoj and is made up of talented 
community members and music students from University of 
Wisconsin, River Falls. Over the past few years the orchestra 
has grown in both size and quality and has presented concerts 
with the likes of the Boston Brass and the Three Tenors. Joining 
the choirs and orchestra for this performance will be Margaret 
Jane Wray, a Hudson resident who has sung with the New York 

December 25 – Christmas Day
10 a.m. Worship (one service only)  
with Christmas Carols & Holy Communion
Worship text: Luke 2: 8-20
Pastor Deb Ost preaching
The shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.”  A joyful, celebration!

Philharmonic, the Boston Symphony and the Metropolitan 
Opera. The Trinity choirs are honored and excited to present a 
concert with these musicians AND it will be totally appropriate 
for all ages.

The program for this concert will include familiar carols; a 
marvelous work titled “A Christmas Symphony;” our children 
singing “Still, Still, Still;” a carol sing-along; AND a trumpeter 
from Paris (France).

Here’s an idea—invite family and friends to join you at the 
concert—then plan a holiday dinner out or in afterwards!

Here’s another idea—if you would like to 
contribute to making this concert possible, 
your $100 contribution will get your name 
in the program, the best seats in the house, 
a reception following the concert at the 
home of Carol and Loren Carver— and the 
Music and Worship department’s deepest 
gratitude. If you are interested in supporting 
this concert, be in touch with Carol Carver 
at ccarver@trinitylc.org or 651-439-7400 
ext. 307.

Christmas at Trinity 
Music by Candlelight
A Concert featuring the Trinity Choir, Children’s Choir  
& St. Croix Valley Symphony Orchestra 
Sunday, December 17 at 3 p.m.

Carol Carver,  
Worship Director

December 31
10 a.m. Worship (one service only)
Worship text: Variety of readings
A Service of Carols and Contemplations for the New Year: 
Rest and restore as we turn the page on 2017.

In the New Year
January 7, 2018 
9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. worship resumes
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&Lutefisk
Meatball Dinner
Another Lutefisk and Meatball dinner 
has come and gone! We would like to 
thank each and every one of you who 
volunteered your time, talent, money 
or food to make this dinner a success. 
During the day of the dinner I saw mothers 
and daughters serving milk and coffee 
together, whole families setting tables up 
the night before, fathers and sons serving 
tables together, girlfriends cutting and 
serving pies and 
husbands and wives 
cooking together in 
the kitchen. It truly 
takes a hard-working 
congregation to 
make the dinner run 
smoothly! I feel such 
a blessing to be a 
small part of this rich 
heritage of Trinity 
Lutheran Church!

Valsignelser 
(“Blessings” in 
Swedish), 

Kelly Klein &  
Jeannie Wendorf
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F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N

Mexico Missionaries for the 2018 trip are looking for sponsors! 
A typical sponsorship is $50.00 and supports the mission work 
completed in the Yucatán! Look for them after worship on Sundays 
or go to www.trinitylc.org > then select  REGISTER > then 2018 
Mexico Mission Online Sponsorship.

Thank you!
Victoria Augustine, Emaline Flier 
and Emma Ennen received Bibles on 
November 12th after attending a class 
with their families. “Thank You” for 
your continued support of these special 
ministries!

The Living the Promises of Baptism – 101 
Ideas for Parents book we received in 
worship on October 29th at Trinity has 
already become helpful to our family. 
We recommend the idea on page 59 
to incorporate when getting your little 
ones into their car seats. It’s just a nice 
reminder of God’s love and the quick 
song is a nice distraction for kids who 
don’t enjoy to be strapped down like our 
Gavin. We have also incorporated making 
the sign of a cross on our children’s 
foreheads after nighttime prayers (page 
43). Now Eva and Gavin will do this to 
their “babies” (dolls). This sweet book 
has helped us find additional ways to 
incorporate our Christian faith and 
promises we made to help encourage 
our children and us to grow in our faith 
and strengthen our Baptismal Promises.
 —Nicolette Gropel
 
NOTE: Parents, if you haven’t yet received 
a copy of this helpful book, please 
contact Julie Jolivette at jjolivette@
trinitylc.org or 651-439-7400, ext. 318. 

Trinity is all about equipping parents
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M I S S I O N S  &  O U T R E A C H

Members of Trinity met with Tanzanian Bishop Gaville and his wife, Pamela following 
the Bega Kwa Bega Fall Festival to discuss our future work in Tanzania.

Give HOPE to a neighbor in need this 
holiday season! Community Thread’s 
Holiday Hope program connects people 
in need during the holidays to those 
who are willing to provide some hope. 
Volunteer to sort items and match gifts 
to recipients. Donate new items or gift 
cards. Sponsor an individual or family 
and provide personalized gifts and a 
holiday meal. Sponsor applications and 
donations are due Friday, December 8.

Learn more at www.
CommunityThreadMN.org or contact 
Community Thread at HolidayHope@
CommunityThreadMN.org or 
651-439-7434.

You can also contact Trinity members 
Glenda Bjorum at bjorumsing@aol.com 
or Renae Oswald-Anderson at stillroa@
gmail.com.

JÓLABÓKAFLÓÐ 2017, the “Icelandic 
Book Flood,” is the annual flood of new 
books in Iceland that occurs in the 
months before Christmas. According to 
tradition, when everyone has received 
the gift of a book they don their new 
pajamas, climb into fresh bed sheets and 
spend the night reading. How wonderful 
is the gift of a book! You may have 
learned about this Icelandic tradition on 
a trip to Iceland, or in a past Trinity Today 
article. Our Trinity Library is a special 
gift from many givers, so once again we 
share this tradition. 

The Trinity Library has numerous 
resources, truly gifts, to help guide daily 
living as we begin this New Year. Dietrich 
Bohnhoeffer in his book, Life Together 
(284.1 BOHN), speaks of gifts. “Christians, 
in their wholehearted joy in the good 
gifts of this physical life, acknowledge 
their Lord as the true giver of all good 
gifts; and beyond this, as the True Gift.” 
Visit the Trinity Library to receive the 
following gifts:

The True Gift: Jesus
• Grounded: Finding God 

in the World – A Spiritual 
Revolution (231 BASS)

• The New Interpreter’s Bible 
One-Volume Commentary 
(R 220.1) 

• Christ the Lord: Out of 
Egypt (FIC RICE)

• The Nativity: From the 
Gospels of Matthew and 

Luke (232.9)

The Gift of Laughter:
• The Jesus Cow: A Novel (FIV PERR)
• The Wit of Martin Luther (248.1 GRIT)
• 97 Ways to Make A Baby Laugh (818.5 

MOOR)

The Gift of Friendship
• Word of Mouse (JUV P) 
• The Orphan Train (FIC KLIN)
• Same Kind of Different Like Me (200 

HALL)

The Gift of Grace
• Small Victories: Spotting Improbable 

Moments of Grace (248 LAMO)
• Together By Grace: Introducing the 

Lutherans (KLEI)
• What’s So Amazing About Grace (234 

YANC) 

The Gift of Healing
• Stretch and Pray: A Daily 

Discipline for Physical and 
Spiritual Wellness 

• (DVD FINC)
• The Yoga Game in the 

Garden (E B)
• The Warmth of the Heart 

Prevents Your Body from 
Rusting: A French Recipe 
for a Long Life Well Lived 
(155.6 HENN)

The Gift of Reading  
by Norma Wilson, Library Volunteer 

The Gift of Creation
• Saving God’s Green Earth: Rediscovering 

the Church’s Responsibility to 
Environmental Stewardship (248 ROBI)

• Stuff, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle (E K)
• Earth and All Stars: Reconnecting with 

Nature Through Hymns, Stories, Poems, 
and Prayers from the World’s Great 
Religions and Cultures (291.4 ROWT)

The Gift of Prayer
• Too Busy Not to Pray: Slowing Down to 

be with God (248.3 HYBE)
• Help, Thanks, Wow: The Three Essential 

Prayers (242.4 LAMO)
• The Lord is My Shepherd: Healing 

Wisdom of the Twenty-Third Psalm 
(232. KUSH)

So why are books 
such an important gift 
in Iceland? Children 
see grandparents, 
parents, aunts, uncles 
and cousins reading. 
Reading becomes a 
normal part of the 
day.  Check out some 
books from the Trinity 
Library, and give 
yourself the gift of 
reading.

LibraryTRINITY
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W O R S H I P W O R S H I P
O P P O R T U N I T I E S A T T E N D A N C E

October 29
10 a.m. ..........330

November 5
9 a.m. ............325
10:30 a.m. .....128

November 12
9 a.m. ............294
10:30 a.m. .....143
5 p.m. ................4

November 19
9 a.m. ............305
10:30 a.m. .....243

Regular Sunday Worship  
9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Second Sunday Contemplative 
Worship 
December 10 at 5 p.m.

Watch Worship on Valley Access 
Channel 18
Wednesdays: 1 p.m., 7 p.m.
Thursdays: 1 a.m., 7 a.m.
Fridays: 4 p.m., 10 p.m.
Saturdays: 9 a.m.
Sundays: 11 a.m.

FORTRINITYBRIDGE
Bridge for Trinity  
Monday, December 4, 8:45-11:45 a.m. 
Garden Room, $5
Come and bring friends for a morning of 
casual, fun bridge with men and women 
of all levels. Advance notice is not 
necessary. 

B A P T I S M S

• Penelope James Ehlenz, 
daughter of Anthony &  
Heidi Ehlenz

Questions? Contact Jon Fogelberg at 71- 755-2487 or jon@123m.com.

Organic agriculture can be defined as: an integrated farming 
system that strives for sustainability, the enhancement of soil 
fertility and biological diversity whilst, with rare exceptions, 
prohibiting synthetic pesticides, antibiotics, synthetic 
fertilizers, genetically modified organisms, and growth 
hormones. Learn more and decide on the merits of buying 
organic food for your family.

The Realities of Organic 
Farming and Food 

with Eric Jackson
Tuesday, January 9 

at 9 a.m.

The Retired Men’s 
Group invites you to: 

RETIRED MEN

Free Parking in 3rd Street Ramp: In case 
you didn’t know, there is free parking on 
Sundays in the 3rd Street ramp when you 
enter after 6 a.m. and exit before 1 p.m.

pLEASENOTE!
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C A L E N D A R  D E C E M B E R  1 - 3 1 ,  2 0 1 7

Friday, December 1
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B
Saturday, December 2 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B 
 2 p.m. Croix Chordsmen Christmas Concert:  
  Worship Center
Sunday, December 3—Advent 1 
 9 a.m. Sunday Faith Formation (Age 4-Gr. 2):  
  Garden Room 
 9 a.m. Traditional Worship, Communion, Nursery:  
  Worship Center 
 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship, Communion,  
  Nursery: Worship Center 
 10:30 a.m. Lifelong Learning Reformation Roots:  
  Living Room 
 Noon Mexico Mission Adult Leader & Parent  
  Meeting: Garden Room
Monday, December 4 
 8:45 a.m. Bridge for Trinity: Garden Room 
 9 a.m. Golf Tournament 2018 Committee Meeting:  
  Living Room 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
Tuesday, December 5 
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room 
 9 a.m. Volunteer Visitation Meeting: Office  
  Conference Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office 
 4 p.m. Quilting Group: Living Room
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library
Wednesday, December 6 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9:15 a.m. Christian Moms Fellowship (formerly Hearts  
  of the Home Moms): Lower Level 
 11 a.m. Celebrating Seniors Christmas Worship &  
  Lunch: Worship Center/Garden Room 
 5 p.m. Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room/ 
  Worship Center 
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza: Garden Room 
 6:15 p.m. Family Worship: Worship Center 
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room/ 
  Worship Center
Thursday, December 7 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m. YogaDevotion Chair/Flow: Narthex  
 1 p.m. Martha Circle: Room 108B 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon & Alateen Meeting: Room 108,  
  Youth Center
Friday, December 8
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B
Saturday, December 9 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B
Sunday, December 10—Advent 2 
 9 a.m. Sunday Faith Formation (Age 4-Gr. 2):  
  Garden Room 
 9 a.m. Traditional Worship, Communion, Nursery:  
  Worship Center 
 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship, Communion,  
  Nursery: Worship Center 
 10:30 a.m. Lifelong Learning Reformation Roots:  
  Living Room 
 5 p.m. Contemplative Worship: Heritage Chapel

Thursday, December 21 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m. YogaDevotion Chair/Flow: Garden Room 
 6:30 p.m. Congregational Council Meeting: Office  
  Conference Room 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon & Alateen Meeting: Room 108,  
  Youth Center 
 7:30 p.m. RMG & AWE Event: A Minnesota Orchestra  
  Christmas
Friday, December 22 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B
Saturday, December 23 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B
Sunday, December 24—Advent 4, Christmas Eve, No Sunday 
Faith Formation 
 10 a.m. Live Nativity: Outdoor Green Space 
 11 a.m. Family Worship: Worship Center 
 2 p.m. Festive Worship: Worship Center 
 3 p.m. Festive Worship: Worship Center 
 4 p.m. Festive Worship: Worship Center 
 9 p.m. Candlelight Worship, Communion:  
  Worship Center
Monday, December 25—Christmas Day 
 10 a.m. Worship, Communion: Worship Center
Tuesday, December 26
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office 
 4 p.m. Quilting Group: Living Room
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library
Wednesday, December 27—No Choirs or Faith Formation 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 11:30 a.m. Supporting Women As Professionals (SWAP):  
  Offsite 
Thursday, December 28 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m. YogaDevotion Chair/Flow: Narthex 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon & Alateen Meeting: Room 108,  
  Youth Center

Friday, December 29 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Saturday, December 30 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B
Sunday, December 31—No Sunday Faith Formation 
 10 a.m. Lessons & Carols Worship: Worship Center

15

Monday, December 11 
 1 p.m. Rebekah Circle: Library 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
Tuesday, December 12 
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library 
 9:15 a.m. Leah Circle: Narthex
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office 
 4 p.m. Quilting Group: Living Room
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
 7 p.m. Anna Circle: Members’ Homes
Wednesday, December 13 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9:30 a.m. Boutwell’s Sr. Communion: Boutwell’s  
  Landing 
 10 a.m. Open Art Ministry: Living Room 
 1 p.m. Marion Circle: Members’ Homes 
 5 p.m. Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room/ 
  Worship Center 
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza: Garden Room 
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Faith Formation (Gr. 3-5):  
  Lower Level 
 6:15 p.m. Middle School Faith Formation (Gr. 6-8):  
  Worship Center 
 6:15 p.m. 9th Gr. Faith Formation: Garden Room 
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room/ 
  Worship Center
Thursday, December 14 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m. YogaDevotion Chair/Flow: Garden Room 
 1:30 p.m. Dorcas Circle: Members’ Homes 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon & Alateen Meeting: Room 108,  
  Youth Center
Friday, December 15  
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B 
 7:30 p.m. Cantus Concert: Worship Center
Saturday, December 16 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B
Sunday, December 17—Advent 3, No Sunday Faith Formation 
 8:30 a.m. CYF Christmas Fundraiser Breakfast:  
  Garden Room 
 10 a.m. Christmas Program Worship led by Children’s  
  Ministry: Worship Center 
 3 p.m. Trinity Choirs & St. Croix Valley Symphony  
  Orchestra Concert: Worship Center
Monday, December 18 
 9 a.m. Ruth Circle: Living Room 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
Tuesday, December 19
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room  
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office 
 4 p.m. Quilting Group: Living Room
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library
Wednesday, December 20—No Children’s Choir or Faith 
Formation 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9:15 a.m. Christian Moms Fellowship (formerly Hearts  
  of the Home Moms): Lower Level 
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room/ 
  Worship Center 

.
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Advent P.A.U.S.E. gatherings are the week of December 3-9.
Sign-up at church in the commons or online at www.trinitylc.org then select > CONNECT then > 
Groups & Teams then > Women (scroll to bottom).
Questions? For more information, contact Karen Gieseke at kgieseke@live.com or 651-492-6610.

The season of Advent is the beginning of the story that leads to Jesus. It is a 
story that transforms lives, and gives purpose, and hope.
The Advent Pause ministry is created for women of all ages: for friends, 
family, co-workers, neighbors, and more! Come join other women at a 
small, relaxing gathering. A variety of dates and locations are offered to fit 
your schedule. Gather with a warm beverage in hand, pause, and reflect on 
the wonder of the season. Awonderful opportunity to meet new women or 
gather with those you already know. Give yourself a gift of time to pause!

Advent PAUSE
Gathering

You are invited to an…

Peace And Understanding —  

a Season to Embrace


