[bookmark: _GoBack]CLARIFICATION ON LEVELS/DIVISIONS AS APPLIED TO MOBILITY FROM JO TO XCEL
1) A gymnast competed JO in a previous season and then competed in an Xcel season.
a. If the gymnast’s last competitive experience was in an Xcel season, she may continue in the Xcel program according to the Division she competed in that season. The new 2016-2017 JO to Xcel mobility requirements do not apply - she is ‘grandfathered in at the Xcel Division she last competed.
b. If she has competed in JO after her Xcel season, she must follow the rules below.

2) Determination of a Level/Division is based upon the Level/Division a gymnast competes after her state’s declaration date. [R & P pgs. 78 & 49]
a. If a gymnast competes in a JO Level after the declaration date, that is her Level. If she chooses to compete in Xcel after this, she would have to enter Xcel at the appropriate Division for that Level.
b. If a gymnast competes in a new JO Level during a season, PRIOR TO AND NOT AFTER the declaration date, her JO Level would be the Level had she previously competed in JO (after a declaration date). She would be eligible to compete in an Xcel Division based on that previous JO Level. 
i. The gymnast may CHOOSE, however, to use this competition to allow her to enter Xcel at a higher Division based on the new JO Level.
c. Whether or not a gymnast achieves the JO mobility score has nothing to do with her mobility into Xcel.

3) Mobility meets
a. A mobility meet (before a declaration date) allows the gymnast to try a Level/Division to see if she can attain the mobility score. It does NOT lock her into either competing the Level she did at the mobility meet or force her to move up if she attains the mobility score.
b. If the mobility meet is prior to Aug. 1, and after the last applicable JO State Meet for that Level, the mobility meet is not in a season (unless the state runs a summer season). Therefore, there is not an applicable declaration date. The gymnast’s JO Level used for entry into Xcel is NOT REQUIRED to change because of this meet. 
i. She may enter Xcel at the Division based on her earlier JO Level    OR
ii. She may CHOOSE to use this meet to allow her to enter at a higher Xcel Division based on the JO Level she competed in this meet.
c. If the meet is Aug. 1 or later and is prior to the state’s applicable declaration date, the new Level she competed does not force a change in her Division entry requirement into Xcel.
i. She may enter Xcel at the Division based on her earlier JO Level    OR
ii. She may CHOOSE to use this meet to allow her to enter at a higher Xcel Division based on the JO Level she competed in this meet.
d. Whether or not a gymnast achieves the JO mobility score has nothing to do with her mobility into Xcel.

REQUEST TO COMPETE IN XCEL AT A DIVISION BELOW WHAT THE GYMNAST’S JO LEVEL HAS DETERMINED.
1) R & P page 49, II. F.      (new changes in wording that are currently being made are indicate in red font)
	“If a JO Level 8 or below athlete wishes to enter the Xcel Program at a Division 
	below the allowable Division, her coach may submit a “reason for change” letter 
	to the State Administrative Committee Chairman for approval. If a JO Level 9 or 
	10 athlete wishes to enter the Xcel Program in a Division below the allowable 
	Division, her coach may submit a “reason for change” letter to the Regional 
	Technical Committee Chairman for approval.
· Valid reasons would include injury, illness, or other extenuating circumstances that would have prevented the athlete from continuing to train at the Level at which they previously competed.”
Not being ready for skills required for the Division is not a sufficient reason by itself. The gymnast still has competitive options available to her in JO.
Some possible reasons to substantiate a “reason for change”request:  (not a complete list)
- Having an unsuccessful (low scoring, not low placement) season at the JO Level
- Having competed the JO Level without being able to perform all the compulsory elements or optional Special 
	Requirements on one or more events
-Changes in number of hours/days working out
	-Gymnast’s club makes decision to no longer compete JO 
	-Gymnast moves to a club that only competes Xcel

Scenario:
Suzie and Mary train at Jumps-A-Lot. Jumps-A-Lot is hosting a mobility meet for JO and Xcel gymnasts. The meet is early in the Fall so it is ‘during’ their State’s Compulsory season but not after the declaration date.

Suzie has never competed in any program anywhere. Her coach has her compete Silver at the mobility meet. She attains the mobility score to move to Gold. Her options for the Xcel season are now a choice of Bronze, Silver or Gold.

Mary has competed L4 in the past. She is competing L5 in the mobility meet. She attains her mobility score to move to L6. Her options for the JO season are - remain L4, compete L5, or compete L6. 

Mary is best friends with Suzie and wants to compete Xcel with her. Mary’s options for entering Xcel are Gold or Platinum.
