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Hillside
When you’re at Hillside, whether you’re making an
iPad movie, scoring on the ice, or exploring Boston
on a field trip, there’s always someone by your
side. That someone might be a talented teammate,
a trusted friend, a faculty member — or a faculty
member who’s also a trusted friend. At Hillside,
our students benefit from a scenic New England
setting and an intimate sense of community. Our
7:1 student-teacher ratio and our emphasis on
project-based learning and character education all
contribute to our students’ success in school and
beyond. At lunch, in the classroom, or on the fields,
we’re united by our shared values and our love of
learning. Come join us. Friends and a family of
faculty and staff are waiting for you.

The Headmaster at Hillside

Welcome to Hillside.
When you explore
junior boarding
schools, we invite
you to visit ours.
This book offers a
glimpse into what
we’re about, but meeting the people here
will show you why Hillside is a place and a
feeling that our graduates carry with them
long after they go.

We are passionate about helping middle
school boys to become the best version
of themselves, and we understand how.
They are encouraged to take risks, with the
knowledge that sometimes they will fail, but
that we will always be by their side. Many
of our students have attempted something
for the first time, only to discover a talent
they didn’t know they possessed. Or, they
inevitably grow from the experience, finding
another path even better suited.

While Hillside’s student body, programmatic
opportunities and facilities are growing, our
commitment to a small school model allows
us to provide a structured, supportive and
challenging academic environment. Our diverse offerings and character education contribute to the development of a well-rounded young man, one whose enjoyment and
mastery of multiple skills lead to
fulfillment in his education and future.

A successful Hillside graduate evolves
from a student who strives for academic
excellence and gives his all to his teammates,
into a man who becomes a valuable member
of his community, a worthy colleague and
friend, and someday, perhaps a dedicated
husband and father. Ultimately, we are defined
by our relationships. A Hillside boy knows that
achievement gained at the expense of another
is empty, while one born from collaboration
is a reason to celebrate.

ONE FAMILY

If you seek solitude, Hillside is not the
place for you. People infuse themselves into
your life. You will have 160 brothers; as is
always the case with family, some days you
will love them and some days you won’t.
But you’ll work it out, encourage each other,
and grow together. And at the end of it all,
you will be as proud of each other’s accomplishments as of your own.

C O M PA S S I O N
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Values at Hillside
Character at Our Core
Hillside School provides a structured,
supportive, and challenging academic
environment for boys in grades five through
nine. Boarding and day students enjoy a
rich curriculum that also includes a vibrant
visual and performing arts program and
competitive athletics. The School’s unique
academic and leadership program, “Shades
of Blue,” builds character, while holding
students accountable to our core values.
The cohesiveness of our community is our
hallmark. Clear, consistent standards and
expectations are key at Hillside. Our Shades
of Blue program rewards students’ exemplary performance, while also identifying
areas of concern before they escalate. The
program fosters open communication with
parents, so they remain aware of their son’s
academic and social progress, as well as
areas of challenge.
Advisor groups serve as “families” within the
Hillside community. Advisors work side by

CORE - OUR VALUES

A Hillside boy gains the skills
and confidence to challenge himself
in every aspect of his life, and
pursues opportunities that enhance
his character and personal growth.
He strives for excellence, and
encourages the best in others.

side with small clusters of boys throughout
the year, as they share in achievements and
challenges. These mentors discuss areas for
improvement and praise accomplishments,
sharing Shades of Blue evaluations with advisees every two weeks. Students who model
core values, such as respect for others,
receive our Bulldog of the Week and Bulldog
of the Term awards. Community support propels all of our students to reach the highest
levels of Shades of Blue and, in doing so, to
realize their full potential as students and as
individuals.
Hillside’s nurturing environment provides
the structure and security that middle school
boys need to learn, mature, and to gain a lifelong foundation of compassion and self-esteem. Faculty experienced in meeting each
boy at his own level of personal development
offer guidance as he navigates the uncertain
world of early adolescence.

Community at Hillside
Campus of Connections
Every weekday, the entire Hillside community comes together for lunch and a
variety of programs. In this microcosm of life at Hillside, boys make friends
from other grades, teams, and around the world. Regardless of the day, they
gather to share this one universal experience.
Community Lunch gives everyone at Hillside
a forum. The lunch program is run by our
Prefects addressing events that affect our
community. An emphasis on character
education helps our boys develop into
thoughtful and productive citizens.

Monthly table rotations ensure students
interact with others outside of their classes,
sports, and houses. Fifth graders sit side by
side with ninth graders, boys from Boston
compare cultures with boys from Mexico, and
day students swap stories with boarders.

On Fridays, our Shades of Blue program
recognizes boys who have modeled Hillside’s
core values or achieved “homework perfection.” Focusing on both character education
and academics allows the team at Hillside
to support the whole child and to help him
grow multi-dimensionally.

Community Lunch strengthens our bonds
and provides shared learning opportunities,
while reinforcing good manners and lifelong
nutritional habits. Ultimately, celebrating one
another and connecting with friends from different backgrounds are the enduring lessons.

7:1

STU DENT-TEACH ER RATIO

Academics at Hillside

Learning Together: Strength in Numbers
At Hillside, we know that 160 “appears to
be the maximum number of individuals with
whom we can have a genuine social relationship, the kind where we know who they are
and how they relate to us.” Our School is built
upon this principle; our student body always
numbers within that range. Students and
their teachers, house parents, and advisors
all know each other and have a deep and
abiding relationship.
Knowing the intimacy of Hillside’s size,
visitors to campus might be surprised to see
the range of facilities, in academics, athletics, activities, and the arts. Our students are
actively encouraged to pursue – or to develop – important skills in such wide-ranging
offerings as Mandarin and lacrosse, hockey
and rocketry, Computer Media and Peace
Education, Leadership and golf, Farm Immersion and Economics.
Some students come to Hillside already
energized by a particular facet of their own
imagination. For others, it is during these pivotal years that they are first exposed to new
talents and opportunities. We believe in the
compelling power of passion. A young man’s
passions will undoubtedly evolve over time.
But we are convinced of the lifelong value of
developing a capacity for such passion.
Classes rarely number more than 12 and
the average student-teacher ratio is 7:1. We
offer small-group tutorials in Organization
and Language Arts, Social Skills and Mathematics. Students learn how to organize not
only their belongings, but also their time
and thinking. They acquire note-taking and

outlining techniques, and amass clues to
effective text analysis. One unique aspect
of Hillside’s tutorial program (located in the
Wick Tutorial Center) is that boys attend
during their “flex periods;” they don’t miss
any academic subjects while they meet.
Learning specialists work side by side with
the boys, examining their learning styles and
addressing weaker areas while building on
their strengths. Through academic assignments, specialists tailor strategies that will
help each boy learn best. They communicate
openly with classroom teachers, so everyone
is working together to best support the boys.
We also provide Enrichment Programs for
students with particular aptitude in specific
academic areas. Technology is integrated
into our curriculum in meaningful ways,
through many different programs. Abundant
playing fields and an active Farm Immersion
program provide a diverse array of learning
environments and experiences. Students
learn by doing, with special emphasis on
experiential, project-based learning. They
might stage a trial related to a favorite novel,
build a solar-powered car, try their hand
at the stock market, or reenact a historical
event.
Hillside is a school of inspiring academic
challenge and structured support. Our students experience rich emotional growth and
an enduring sense of security and connectedness. Here, boys discover exciting things
about the world – and about themselves.

TUTORIAL OFFERINGS
Enrichment Tutorial
ESL/Advanced Transition English
Foundations of Language
Language Arts
Math
Organizational Skills
Social Skills

Through the tutorials we provide, learning
specialists develop a deep understanding of
our students. In this atmosphere of trust
and mutual confidence, boys develop into
more confident, strategic learners.
Suzanne Dykhuizen, Director, Tutorial
Program

Hillside in many ways resembles a village
dedicated to learning – a village in which
everyone knows each other, and everyone is
devoted to the shared growth of the community. Our goal is to graduate students
who have the skills to move confidently
forward into a world in which the process
of learning will never end.

Academics at Hillside
Growing Together
At Hillside, we believe that for students to succeed, they need solid learning skills
they can apply in a variety of situations, and must know how to think critically.
Teachers at Hillside possess a deep understanding of memory and attention, study and
reading comprehension. We recognize the
critical role that all teachers need to play in
helping students read to learn, not only in
the younger grades, but throughout disciplines and across the years. It is therefore
commonplace to see a Hillside Spanish
teacher guiding students through the art of
note-taking, vocabulary acquisition, and test
preparation.
A Hillside student’s academic success is
not dependent on which teachers he has
had, nor is he dependent solely on his own
resources for developing organizational

techniques or reading for meaning. We have
worked with outside professionals and as
a faculty to bring educational research and
professional best practices actively into the
lives of each student. With pride and determination as teachers, we hold before us the
image of a Hillside graduate who is exceptionally prepared for the next years of his
education and beyond.

Innovation at Hillside
Leader in Innovation and Technology led by an MIT Innovation Expert

During the fall of 2016, Hillside’s library
was transformed into a state of the art
Innovation Center, complete with multiple
workspaces; designated areas for individual projects as well as collaboration; and a
research room.
The Hillside iLab pushes students to
collaborate and generate ideas together –
white board walls and tables help simple
concepts become more formulated plans
of action. Boys jot down their thoughts
and then – just as easily – modify, add to,
or abandon their notions as the ideation
process unfolds. In line with the 21st
century approach, students are asked to
see mistakes and failures as an acceptable
and even helpful aspect of learning. iLab
projects frequently require several “drafts”
and many written, erased, and rewritten
whiteboard notes and doodles.
3D printers at Hillside School iLab equipment includes 3D printers and a laser cutter with which students can see and feel
their ideas materialize in front of them.
From a replica ping-pong table 3D printed
with no detail overlooked to a laser cut
puzzle depicting the fifty US states, Hillside boys have found the iLab technology
to be an open invitation to creativity.

The iLab has also introduced students to
the exciting world of robotics. Using Tetrix
Max and Ev3 systems, boys work collaboratively to build, program, and command
robots. As the robot evolves from individual
parts to a functioning unit, students appreciate the process and then ultimately celebrate the outcome. The result is a highly
rewarding educational experience that
defies the traditional formula of content
consumption and memorization followed by
summative assessments.

Using a 21st century approach, students
gain capacity for creative problem solving
and become better prepared for the dynamic,
rapidly changing world of the future. The
Hillside Innovation Center fosters these
essential skills in a thought-provoking, hightech, hands-on environment.
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SPORTS TEAM S

FALL

WINTER

SPRING

Cross Country
Eco Team
iLab
Intramurals
Golf
Sailing
Soccer

Band
Basketball
Eco Team
Ice Hockey
iLab
Skiing
Snowboarding
Wrestling

Baseball
Eco Team
iLab
Intramurals
Lacrosse
Tennis
Track + Field

Athletics at Hillside
Baseball to Wrestling
At Hillside, athletics and sportsmanship are
essential to the development of each student,
and a vital part of his character education.
Coaches stand steadfast by their players’
sides as they learn important life lessons
through sports, from the satisfaction of scoring a goal to the disappointment of a missed
play. The mark of a Hillside athlete is the
grace with which he approaches either one.
Hillside coaches not only help their players
to improve and compete in their chosen
sport; they also mentor students as they
progress physically and mentally from
individual and team competition. The same
coaches are often their classroom teachers
or house parents. Spending time with players across various settings gives coaches
at Hillside deep insight into their strengths,
as well as areas in which they need extra
support. Knowing a student has struggled
on or aced a Mandarin test might lead a
hockey coach to say just the right thing when
his forward hits the ice. The teacher-coach

Coaches realize that how students
handle victory or loss can represent
character-building moments which
will shape their lives.

model also adds dimension to a student’s
view of his coach – he may consider his
math teacher fairly serious in class, but be
able to joke around with her on the sidelines
of a game, or while playing with her dog on
a weekend. As a result, student-teacher relationships are richer, and built on trust and
mutual understanding.
The focus of coaching at Hillside is not just
to win, but to use athletics as another way to
reinforce the School’s core values, as well as
encourage structure, motivation and independence. Commitment to a team, giving
one’s best effort, and sporting a good attitude
when encountering new challenges are as integral to the experience as any literal goals.
While boys are required to participate in at
least one competitive sport each year, Hillside recognizes that not all boys favor team
sports. We also offer non-competitive options
each season such as intramurals, Eco Team,
skiing, snowboarding, iLab, and sailing.

Boarding at Hillside
Home away from Home
Hillside’s heart is its boarding program,
which provides a warm “home away from
home” for boys who live on campus either
five or seven days a week. Living at Hillside
offers students a wealth of opportunities for
learning responsibility and cooperation. Many
quickly learn that whether their housemates
are from Boston or Beijing, they have much
to offer each other. Having many faculty
members and administrators live on campus forms a neighborhood in which adults,
skilled in interacting with young boys, and in
tune with their interests and concerns, are a
consistently nurturing presence.

Living away from family, often for the
first time, boys who board at Hillside
learn invaluable lessons about respect for
others and personal responsibility. They
must balance their academic, athletic
and social lives, and have more time to
do so because they all take place in this
new ‘home’ at Hillside. Side by side
with their ‘brothers’ from around the
country and the world, they inevitably
come to understand new things about
themselves and their friends.

House parents awaken their young charges
in the morning, making sure they are
dressed properly and fulfill their house
responsibilities. Student leaders who have
been chosen as prefects and proctors also
play a vital role in the houses, helping new
boys acclimate to life at Hillside and serving
as role models. Proper manners and hygiene
receive particular attention, and boys keep
their personal space and the common areas
clean, out of a sense of shared responsibility
and personal pride. Regular “house challenges” include friendly competitive activities, from Foursquare and tennis baseball
games, to the “cleanest house” competition.

SAMPLE WEEKEND ACTIVITIES:
Canoeing
Old Sturbridge Village
Hiking
Walden Pond
Museum of Science
Boston Common
Religious services
Boston Red Sox baseball
Boston Bruins hockey
Boston Celtics basketball
Local college athletics

Freedom Trail
Lexington/Concord historical sites
New England Aquarium
Bunker Hill Memorial
USS Constitution
Andres Institute of Art
Museum of Fine Arts
Bowling
Faneuil Hall
Whitewater rafting
Six Flags New England

Extracurriculars
at Hillside
Expanding Horizons
Hillside’s weekend offerings for boarding
students take full advantage of the many
exciting activities afforded by our proximity
to historic, cultural and sporting amenities
in nearby Boston and surrounding towns.
Students also enjoy having time to relax with
friends or engage in on-campus activities at
the iLab, Farm, pool, fields, or the gym.
In addition to weekend adventures, all of
our boys enjoy Friday afternoons as a time
to explore new or continuing interests via
on-campus clubs. Each term, faculty offer
club options that often represent their own
hobbies or areas of expertise, from cooking
to photography or ultimate frisbee. Students have the chance to try their hand at
something new, while bonding over shared
interests with each other and their teachers
in a fun, informal setting.

Leadership at Hillside
Stepping Up + Giving Back
Hillside’s close-knit, supportive environment
presents countless opportunities to demonstrate leadership. A struggling reader helps
his Latvian roommate to decipher a novel, and
in so doing, gains new insight himself. A boy
who has never wrestled discovers he’s a natural, and spurs his team on to a championship.
An eighth grader accompanies a prospective
student on an admission tour, renewing his
own appreciation for his school. These are
informal ways in which Hillside boys step up
every day.
Structured opportunities, such as our Leadership Program, are also an essential part of
Hillside’s curriculum. Games and cooperative
activities reinforce teamwork, communication,
creativity, self-confidence, problem-solving
and determination. A particularly meaningful
component of the class is a community service
initiative. A group also travels to the Dominican Republic for an eco-service trip in the
spring.

Since enrolling at Hillside, our son has
grown in the classroom, and in all social
environments, developing leadership skills
that have clearly prepared him to become
more successful in reaching his goals.
Eighth grade parent

Students who aspire to become leaders at
Hillside may apply for a position as a prefect or a proctor for the following year. The
selection process includes an application,
interviews with program administrators,
and, if a student is applying to be a prefect,
an interview with the Headmaster. Decisions
hinge on whether students exemplify the
five core values of the School. These young
leaders assist with campus events such as
Registration Day and Spring Fling, oversee
lunch programs, help in the library, contribute to the Chase Chapel program, and
most importantly, serve as peer role models.
Ninth graders, in particular, are held to the
highest standard and spend their final year
at Hillside exemplifying personal and social
responsibility. Not only do they demonstrate
expectations for their younger schoolmates, but also the maturity and sound
decision-making that will ensure their own
trajectory of success in secondary school
and beyond.

After Hillside
Support for Secondary School
Hillside is committed to preparing each student for the next chapter
in his educational journey, a climate in which he will continue to
challenge himself and excel intellectually and athletically, while also
growing socially.
Our Director of Secondary School Placement
works side by side with students, families
and educational consultants, combining a
deep understanding of each student and
longstanding connections with selective
secondary schools to demystify an otherwise
stressful process. A collaborative Secondary School Placement program ensures a
smooth and carefully planned process, from
building a list of appropriate secondary
schools, through enrollment.
Hillside consistently graduates confident,
independent learners who are equipped to
nimbly navigate high school. Our alumni
know how to self-advocate, having gained
a keen awareness of what will help them
thrive academically. Internalizing the learning skills and personal accomplishments
they experience in middle school, they apply
them in productive ways as they join a larger, less structured secondary school.

If it weren’t for Hillside, I wouldn’t be
going to Phillips Academy Andover. Hillside
laid the foundation for what my life will
become, and for every step that comes after.
Jack, ninth grader

Our graduates accepted at
Elite Secondary Schools

Andover
Berkshire
Brooks

BB&N

Choate

Loomis

Boston College

Middlesex

Columbia

NMH

UConn

Peddie
St. George’s

Exeter
St. Mark’s
Groton
Hill

St. Paul’s
Tabor

Kent
Westminster

Kentucky
UMaine

Michigan
Northwestern

West Point

Hillside Builds
Leaders + Captains

Jack Cusack
Andover

Colin McCaughey

Josh Loveridge

Dylan Fields
Middlesex

St. Mark’s

St. Paul’s
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