
 

 

 
NEW LITTLE LEAGUE RULES ON “C-FLAPS” (CHEEK GUARDS) 

 
Late last spring, Little League adopted a new policy governing the use of batting helmet 

attachments, such as c-flaps (cheek guards).   We have prepared this summary to assist 
parents and players in understanding Little League’s new helmet attachment rules.  These rules 
apply to all Summerlin South Little League tee ball, baseball, and softball activities, including 
practices and games.   

 In order to use a helmet attachment such as a c-flap in Little League play, the helmet 
manufacturer must provide a notice indicating that affixing the protector to the helmet has not 
voided the helmet’s NOCSAE certification.  Little League has collected the various 
manufacturers notices here.  Although parents should carefully review the letter for the 
manufacturer of their player’s batting helmet, the common theme is that a manufacturer typically 
only approves c-flaps or attachments on their helmets if the c-flap is from the same 
manufacturer.   

 Prior to this summer, most c-claps were manufactured by a company called Markwort, 
which does not manufacture batting helmets.  In reviewing the manufacturer letters linked 
above, you will see that Markwort c-flaps are only permitted on Easton Z6 and Z7 batting 
helmets.  A Markwort c-flap is no longer permitted on any other helmet under Little League 
rules.  But many manufacturers, including Easton, All-Star, Under Armour, Boombah, and 
Rawlings, are now selling c-flaps of their own to attach to their helmets, which can be used 
according to manufacturer specifications. 

 For more information, including detailed FAQs, please visit the following website: 

Little League Helmet Attachment Information:  https://www.littleleague.org/playing-
rules/modifying-helmets-with-additional-attachments/    
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NEW LITTLE LEAGUE BAT REQUIREMENTS 

 
As you know, Little League has adopted a new bat certification standard for all baseball 

divisions effective January 1, 2018.  Because this change has now rendered most previously 
approved bats illegal, we have prepared this summary to assist parents and players in 
understanding Little League’s new bat rules for each division of play in Summerlin South Little 
League.  These rules apply to all Little League baseball activities, including practices and 
games.  These changes only affect baseball divisions and do not affect any divisions of softball. 

 
MAJORS & MINORS (AAA, AA, & A) DIVISIONS – BASEBALL ONLY 
 
 All bats used in these baseball divisions must be USABat certified.  Bats shall not 
exceed 33” in length or more than 2 ⅝”in diameter.  All bats must bear the following USA 
Baseball logo signifying that the bat meets the USABat – USA Baseball’s Youth Bat 
Performance Standard: 
 

 
 

Summerlin South Little League must inspect and sticker any such bats before they can 
be used in games.   

 
Solid one-piece wood barrel bats do not require a USA Baseball logo, but are not 

recommended.  Laminated or composite wood bats must bear the USA Baseball logo.  Bats 
marked for use in tee ball are not permitted in these divisions.  In addition, all BPF 1.15 bats 
(also often marked USSSA) will be prohibited beginning with the 2018 season. These bats, 
formerly required in Little League, are not longer permitted for use: 
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TEE BALL MAJORS & TEE BALL MINORS DIVISIONS 
 
 All bats used in these divisions must be USABat certified Tee Ball bats  (26″ and 
shorter).  All bats must feature this USA Baseball mark and be marked as tee ball bats.  The tee 
ball bat designation can be in one of several ways: 

• Text which reads ONLY FOR USE WITH APPROVED TEE BALLS 
• The words “tee ball” on the bat 
• A model number beginning in “TB” 

 

 
 
 
 
 The USABat certification mark must be original to the bat and cannot be retroactively 
applied by a sticker for use in Summerlin South Little League.  This means that the USA 
Baseball Tee Ball Sticker Program does not apply in Summerlin South Little League.  In 
addition, bats not marked for Tee Ball, even if otherwise permissible under Little League 
standards, are not permitted in this division:  
 
 Summerlin South Little League does not sticker tee ball bats. 
 
SOFTBALL DIVISIONS 
 
 The USABat certification does not apply to softball bats, and the rules governing softball 
bats remain unchanged from 2017.  Approved bats must be a softball bat which is no more than 
33” in length and 2 ¼” in diameter.  Non-wood bats shall be printed with a BPF (bat 
performance factor) of 1.20: 

 
 Summerlin South Little League does not sticker softball bats.  But softball bats are not 
permitted for use in any baseball or tee ball divisions. 

ONLY FOR USE WITH 
APPROVED TEE BALLS 
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JUNIOR & INTERMEDIATE (50/70) DIVISIONS 

 
 Bats in these divisions can be one of either two standards:  The USABat standard 
described above or the Batted Ball Coefficient of Restitution (BBCOR) standard.   Bats shall not 
be more than 34″ inches in length or more than 2 ⅝” in diameter.  All must bear either the USA 
Baseball logo or the BBCOR logo: 
 

 
 

Solid one-piece wood barrel bats do not require a USA Baseball logo, but are not 
recommended.  Laminated or composite wood bats must bear the USA Baseball logo.   
 
SENIOR DIVISION 
 

Bats in this division must meet the Batted Ball Coefficient of Restitution (BBCOR) 
standard.   Bats shall not be more than 36″ inches in length or more than 2 ⅝” in diameter. 
USABAt standard bats are not permitted.  All bats must bear the BBCOR logo: 

 

 
 
MORE INFORMATION: 
 
 For more information, including detailed FAQs, please visit the following websites: 
 
Little League Bat Information:  https://www.littleleague.org/playing-rules/bat-information/ 
 
USA Bat Information:  https://usabat.com/  
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