
 

SKOMOR Board of Directors 
Meeting Minutes 

November 9th, 2016      6:00-7:50pm  
 
 
Member Attendance:   Paul Rojas, President 
 Darius Zakeri, Vice President 

Paul Geerdes, Marketing Coordinator 
Pat McNulty, Scheduling Coordinator 
Doreen Piro, Secretary  
Peter Ryding, YSSL Liason 
Jason Trunco, IWSL Liason 
Lynn Zakeri, Team Manager Coordinator 

 
Staff Attendance:  Ethan Bontly, Director of Coaching 
    Justin Sanabria, Youth Development Director 
 
Guest Attendance:  Katie Bates, Referee Development Director 
 
Approval of Minutes: Motion unanimously approved to accept the July board meeting 

minutes 
 
Votes:  Motion unanimously approved to accept the addition of Doreen Piro 

as Board secretary 
 
Acknowledgments:    

1. U14 Girls and U12 Boys are both undefeated champs of their respective divisions for the 
fall 2016 season. 

2. More team reports pending for December meeting. 
3. Jason Trunco acknowledged the help of Skomor team managers in IWSL for their help in 

making schedule changes this season.  
4. Lynn Zakeri was acknowledged for assisting team managers in being organized and 

generally helpful to their teams.    
     
Treasury Report:    

1. Paul Rojas reported the club is currently in good fiscal condition.  The working balance is 
$67,000.   

2. Ethan Bontly reported that families are upholding commitment to honor payment plans. 
3. Updated treasury document will be available for December meeting.  

 
Referee Report:    

1. Katie Bates reported there are currently 28 referees working Skomor games. 
2. Although there were a few games that did not have AR’s, coverage is MUCH improved over 

last year. 
3. KB is working on helping the younger officials look more “professional”.  
4. One clinic was held this fall.  
5. There will be a pizza party in December.  A bonus item (t-shirt) will be distributed 

promoting the club. 



6. KB is requesting Skomor to host the referee recertification clinic for current refs. 
7. KB is working to encourage experienced refs to take the sidelines and allow younger AR’s 

to take middle to gain experience.  This is in response to the area’s need for more 
experienced officials.   

8. We discussed the need to raise the pay for AR’s to $20 to encourage attendance.  
9. KB is emphasizing the need for an overall more positive atmosphere amongst coaches, 

players, and fans in our organization.  We do not want younger officials being intimidated 
to the point that they do not want to stay in the “business” of officiating.   

10. Paul Rojas will deal with parents that “bully” referees.  
11. Coaches have the ability to report “unprofessional” officials. 

        
Marketing Report: 

1. Paul Geerdes noted that marketing must begin now to insure adequate promotion before 
the IWSL and YSSL spring deadline in early February. 

2. A sponsorship of $450 was secured towards marketing expenses. 
3. Planning on yard signs to be displayed throughout the community. 
4. Looking into palm cards for club members to drop at local business throughout the 

community. 
5. Plans to distribute e-flyers in local schools. 
6. Look into holding a clinic at Maine East- need more info. 
7. Justin Sanabria has been exploring the possibility of accessing middle school fields to hold 

clinics for the students that attend those schools. Doreen Piro suggested seeking this 
through after-school programs. 

8. Plans to attend winter and spring carnivals at Field school (general promotion) in Park 
Ridge. 

9. Jason Trunco emphasized the need for coaches to continually recruit potential candidates 
for their teams. 

10. General request for the Skomor administration to aid in the process of these marketing 
efforts. 

 
Fundraising Report: 

1. Jason Trunco reported the potential of Kiddie Kingdom to host a fundraising event; 
possibly a registration night.  Kiddie Kingdom would provide free room and donate $250 to 
the club.  We discussed having this event in December.  

2. Sky High and World Famous chocolates were also suggested for fundraising possibilities.  
3. The group discussed the possibility of having a spring “party” fundraiser at a 

bar/restaurant.  
4. We emphasized the advantage of holding all fundraisers between November and March to 

avoid club game conflicts.  
 
Weekly Coaches Meetings: 

1. Paul Rojas reported that the weekly coaches meetings have been positive and productive. 
2. Minutes from these minutes are posted to the coaches site for all coaches to view. 

 
Rosters for Winter and Spring sessions 

1. A concern was raised that there would be an overload of players on certain rosters. Would 
players be allowed to play ONLY in the winter, and then go do a different club in the spring?   

2. Ethan Bontly reported that a rating of all teams will be completed by mid-December.  The 
intent of this system is to place players on teams based on ability, not just age or level. 



Reinstatement of Karim Dure as Coach: 
1. Ethan Bontly reported that Karim Dure has successfully passed a criminal background 

check.  He also had a lengthy discussion with Karim and feels comfortable with allowing 
him to coach with Skomor. 

2. Concerns were raised about parent reaction, the potential for liability to the club/board, 
and the possible threat to our relationship with district 219.   

3. Concerns were also raised about profiling of select coaches and the unfairness of this 
practice.   

4. The group agreed to have the club attorney review this situation.  EB, PR, and possibly the 
entire board will revisit this issue after consultation with the attorney. 
 

General Issues Pertaining to Coaches: 
1. Jason Trunco noted the need for coaches who are employed by two clubs to resolve 

schedule conflicts between those clubs.  
2. JT also raised the question of length of suspensions for coaches (one case in particular). 

Paul Rojas reported he made the decision to allow the coach to continue his duties after a 
one game suspension based on discussions he had with all parties involved.  PR noted 
every situation is handled on a case-by-case basis. 

3. Lynn Zakeri will send a detailed report regarding coach communications and feedback 
from team parents.   

4. Ethan Bontly expressed the need for more coaches, as the club will be losing some for the 
spring season.  

 
 
NO IWSL or YSSL reports 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:50pm. 

 
 

 
 


