COACHES CODE OF CONDUCT
 
We all have a responsibility to promote high standards of good positive behavior before, during, and after the game. One of the biggest issues within the sport is managing and encouraging appropriate behavior throughout the course of the season. This includes but is not limited to the abuse of match officials; and the unacceptable behavior of over-competitive parents, spectators and coaches on the sideline. We ask our coaches to play their part and observe the US Soccer's Respect Code of Conduct in everything they do in their capacity of "Coach." Therefore, we ask you to take the following pledge:

On and off the field, I will:
1. Show respect to others involved in the game including match officials, opposition players, coaches, managers, officials and spectators.
2. Adhere to the laws and spirit of the game.
3. Promote Fair Play and high standards of behavior.
4. Always respect the match official’s decision.
5. Consistently display high standards of behavior and appearance.
6. Never enter the field of play without the referee’s permission.
7. Never engage in public criticism of the match officials.
8. Never engage in or tolerate offensive, insulting or abusive language or behavior.
9. Always seek ways of increasing professional development and continuing coaching education.

When working with players, I will:
1. Place the well ‐ being, safety and enjoyment of each player above everything, including winning.
2. Explain exactly what I expect of players and what they can expect from me.
3. Ensure all parents/guardians of all players under the age of 18 understand these expectations.
4. Ensure every player has properly been accounted for with parent/guardian approved transportation after each practice, game or special team/league event.  NO player is to be left behind without appropriate travel arraignments.
5. Never engage in or tolerate any form of bullying.
6. Develop mutual trust and respect with every player to build their self-esteem appropriately.
7. Encourage each player to accept responsibility for their own behavior and performance.
8. Encourage Captains to take a leadership role on the field in aiding the referee in maintaining control of the game.
9. Ensure all activities I organize are appropriate for the players’ ability level, age and maturity.
10. Co‐operate fully with others in soccer (e.g. officials, managers, parents) for each player’s best interests.
11. Support and practice the philosophies of TBSA.
12. Abide and teach by the laws of the game at all times.
13. Develop an environment and create an attitude in which your whole team will respect everyone and fear no one.
14. Ensure that players are in a training environment that is challenging and maximizes their development. Encourage players to take advantage of all club training opportunities and promote self-training.
15. Set a high standard when training and playing, giving praise when deserved, correction when needed. Earn respect from players and parents by being honest and fair to all.
16. Equipment and playing facilities at all venues should meet safety standards and be appropriate for the age and the ability of your players.
17. Follow and support the TBSA weather policy.
18. Ensure Playing time: TBSA philosophy is to develop all players and gaining experience is a key part of development in both league and tournament situations.  As such the club expects that all team members will have an equal opportunity to play. Players should be developed to play multiple positions in each game. It is also recognized that modulation of playing time is a necessary factor in competitive sports and that this should be expected on the basis or ability, timeliness, willingness, attitude and health. 
I understand that if I do not follow the Code, any/all of the following actions may be taken by my club and/or league:
· Required to meet with the club, league.
· Monitoring by another assigned TBSA coach or Board Member.
· Required to attend an MSYSA education course.
· Suspended by the club or league from attending matches or sponsored events.
· Banned by the club or league from attending matches or sponsored events.

These are primary conduct guidelines of TBSA. These guidelines cannot possibly cover every situation that will arise over the course of a season, and under certain situations, exceptions can be made according to the best judgment of the head coach and/or the TBSA Board of Directors.  Please keep in mind, however, that the head coach is responsible to the entire team, players families, and the TBSA soccer program. All decisions will be made with those obligations in mind. 
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