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Tucker shares that philoso-
phy when it comes to Reed. 

‘‘I’m not sure why anyone
wouldn’t want to have him
back there,’’ Tucker said
earlier this season. ‘‘He can
make plays back there and
put us in good field posi-
tion. He wants to be back
there.’’ 

There has been growing
concern in recent years
about the injury risk of
kickoffs, to the point that a
fair catch on a kickoff now
puts the ball at the 25-yard
line. Still, the temptation to
try to break a big return
remains strong.  

Nebraska has used
starters at other positions
to return kicks and punts,
hoping for a game-changing
play — although coach
Scott Frost said he under-
stands the need to keep
players healthy for their
regular jobs. 

‘‘Normally I would weigh
it quite a bit. Right now, I
want someone back there
who is going to catch it and

give us a chance to return
it,‘‘ Frost said. ‘‘We’re field-
ing it right now. We need to
make a play in the return
game at some point and
that would really help us,
so normally you make sure
everybody is healthy. Right
now, it’s all hands on deck.’’ 

A week after Demus’
injury, Maryland still used
Rakim Jarrett — now its
top healthy receiver — as a
kick returner against Ohio
State. However, most of the
Buckeyes’ kickoffs in that
game last weekend resulted
in fair catches or touch-
backs. 

Brandon Joseph, an All-
America safety for North-
western, had punt returns
of 65 and 46 yards against
Indiana State in the Wild-
cats’ second game of the
season, but he hasn’t
returned any since. 

Garrett Wilson, who is
Ohio State’s leading receiv-
er, has been the primary
punt returner for the Buck-
eyes for the last three sea-
sons. But as coach Ryan
Day pointed out, punt
returns and kickoff
returns are quite a bit dif-
ferent. 

‘‘Kickoff return, there’s

just a lot of momentum on
both sides. It’s one of those
things we’ve looked at real-
ly, really hard to decide if,
last year as you know, we
didn’t do that. We tried to
take the ball to the 25,’’ he

said. ‘‘This year, we’re pick-
ing and choosing our spots
we think that’s appropriate.
A big part of that is the
guys who are on that unit.
It’s not just the returner.
It’s everybody involved.”

Football

From Page 1B

must make sure they don’t
overwork Holiday and Mid-
dleton after their busy off-
season. 

‘‘They’re usually pretty
good at being able to read
guys and their bodies,’’ Holi-
day said. ‘‘Not only that,
they’re good at maintenance
and maintaining.’’ 

Milwaukee hopes preach-
ing caution early leads to
another memorable finish. 

‘‘It was a storybook ending
for us, right?’’ guard Pat
Connaughton said. ‘‘But sto-
ries have sequels. Stories
have trilogies. At the end of
the day, it’s about continuing
the next story, continuing
the next book.’’ 

DiVINCENZO’S 
COMEBACK 

The Bucks are banking on
a successful return from
Donte DiVincenzo, who tore
a left ankle ligament in a
first-round playoff series
with Miami and missed the
rest of the postseason.
DiVincenzo started 66 games
and averaged 10.4 points last
season. The Bucks haven’t
announced when they
expect DiVincenzo to play
again. 

WELCOMING ALLEN 
Allen didn’t exactly get a

warm reception from local
fans when the Bucks
acquired him from Memphis
during the offseason. They
remember how Allen ruined
Wisconsin’s national cham-

pionship dreams by scoring
16 points as Duke beat the
Badgers 68-63 in the 2015
NCAA Tournament final. 

‘‘When I was first traded,
30 minutes later, I would say
about 80% of my mentions
were angry Wisconsin fans
not happy I was coming to
Milwaukee,’’ Allen said. 

HILL’S RETURN 
This marks Hill’s second

stint in Milwaukee. He
played for the Bucks from
2018-20 and provided quality
3-point shooting off the
bench before getting includ-
ed in the four-team trade
that brought Holiday to Mil-
waukee. 

‘‘They had to make that
trade to get a guy like Jrue,
which is a no-brainer in
every situation,’’ Hill said.
‘‘He’s the best point guard in
the league in many people’s
eyes. There’s no hard feel-
ings.’’ 

Hill also was one of the
leaders of the Bucks’ 2020
protest in the bubble that led
to a temporary postpone-
ment of NBA playoff games. 

PUTTING UP POINTS 
The Bucks are coming off

a season in which they
scored 120.1 points per game.
That made them the NBA’s
highest-scoring team since
1983-84, when the Denver
Nuggets and San Antonio
Spurs both exceeded that
average. 

FAMILIAR 
TERRITORY FOR
BUDENHOLZER 

Bucks coach Mike Buden-
holzer knows the demands
involved in trying to win a

second straight NBA title.
Budenholzer was part of
four NBA championship
teams with San Antonio
while working as an assis-
tant on Gregg Popovich’s
staff from 1996-2013. Those
Spurs teams never won
back-to-back titles. 

‘‘You acknowledge that,
yes, it is different,’’ Buden-
holzer said. ‘‘There are

going to be things that are a
little bit unique following a
championship. But there’s
going to be a lot of things
that are very much the same
— the competitive nature of
the league, the way people
are going to come after you. I
think our players always
embrace that competition
and the need to kind of raise
to that level.”

Bucks

Associated Press 

Michigan State’s Jayden Reed, left, returns a punt for a 
touchdown as teammate Ben VanSumeren (13) blocks
against Western Kentucky during the first quarter of an NCAA
college football game on Oct. 2.

Associated Press 

Milwaukee Bucks’ head coach Mike Budenholzer stands on
the court in the first half of an NBA preseason basketball
game against the Memphis Grizzlies on Oct. 5.

SCOREBOARD

On The Air

Television
TODAY

3 p.m. — Horse Racing: Breeders’ Cup
Challenge Series. (NBC Sports)

5:30 p.m. — FIFA World Cup 2022
Qualifying: United States vs Costa Rica.
(ESPN2)

5:30 p.m. — NBA Preseason Basket-
ball: Dallas Mavericks at Charlotte Hor-
nets. (ESPN)

6:30 p.m. — NHL Hockey: New York
Rangers at Washington Capitals. (TNT)

7 p.m. — Women’s College Volleyball:
Northwestern at Minnesota. (Big Ten)

9 p.m. — NHL Hockey: Chicago Black-
hawks at Colorado Avalanche. (TNT)

THURSDAY
7 a.m. — European PGA Tour Golf:

Estrella Damm N.A. Andalucia Masters,
First Round. (Golf)

9 a.m. — ATP/WTA Tennis: BNP
Paribas Open: ATP Round of 16, WTA
Quarterfinal. (BSWis)

4 p.m. — PGA Tour Golf: The CJ Cup
at Summit, First Round. (Golf)

6 p.m. — Women’s College Soccer:
Northwestern at Wisconsin. (Big Ten)

6:30 p.m. — College Football: Navy at
Memphis. (ESPN)

7 p.m. — NFL Football: Tampa Bay
Buccaneers at Philadelphia Eagles. (FOX)

7 p.m. — High School Football:
Collins Hill (Ga.) at North Gwinnett (Ga.).
(ESPN2)

7 p.m. — College Hockey: Army at
Wisconsin. (BSWis)

8 p.m. — MLB Baseball: Los Angeles
Dodgers at San Francisco Giants, NL Divi-
sion Series, Game 5 (if necessary). (TBS)

8 p.m. — Women’s College Soccer: Illi-
nois at Minnesota. (Big Ten)

NFL
NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
North

W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA
PACKERS 4  1  0  .800 120 122
Chicago                  3  2  0  .600  84 100
Minnesota              2  3  0  .400 113 109
Detroit                  0  5  0  .000  98 138

East
W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA

Dallas                    4  1  0  .800 170 117
Philadelphia        2  3  0  .400 115 124
Washington            2  3  0  .400 123 155
N.Y.  Giants          1  4  0  .200 103 139

South
W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA

Tampa  Bay              4  1  0  .800 167 122
Carolina                3  2  0  .600 115  87
New  Orleans          3  2  0  .600 127  91
Atlanta                  2  3  0  .400 105 148

West
W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA

Arizona                  5  0  0 1.000 157  95
L.A.  Rams              4  1  0  .800 141 116
San  Francisco      2  3  0  .400 117 119
Seattle                  2  3  0  .400 120 126

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA
Buffalo                  4  1  0  .800 172  64
New  England          2  3  0  .400  96  92
Miami                      1  4  0  .200  79 154
N.Y.  Jets              1  4  0  .200  67 121

South
W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA

Tennessee              3  2  0  .600 132 130
Indianapolis        1  4  0  .200 108 128
Houston                  1  4  0  .200  89 141
Jacksonville        0  5  0  .000  93 152

North
W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA

Baltimore              4  1  0  .800 136  117
Cincinnati            3  2  0  .600 114 100
Cleveland              3  2  0  .600 142 114
Pittsburgh            2  3  0  .400  94 112

West
W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA

L.A.  Chargers      4  1  0  .800 142 116
Denver                    3  2  0  .600 102  76
Las  Vegas              3  2  0  .600 113 120
Kansas  City          2  3  0  .400 154 163

Thursday’s Game
Tampa Bay at Philadelphia, 7:20 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
PACKERS at Chicago, noon
Miami vs Jacksonville at London, UK,

8:30 a.m. 
Cincinnati at Detroit, noon
Houston at Indianapolis, noon
Kansas City at Washington, noon 
L.A. Chargers at Baltimore, noon
L.A. Rams at N.Y. Giants, noon
Minnesota at Carolina, noon
Arizona at Cleveland, 3:05 p.m. 
Dallas at New England, 3:25 p.m. 
Las Vegas at Denver, 3:25 p.m. 
Seattle at Pittsburgh, 7:20 p.m. 

Monday’s Games
Buffalo at Tennessee, 7:15 p.m.

Deals
BASKETBALL

National Basketball Association
ATLANTA HAWKS: Signed G Ibi Wat-

son. 
CLEVELAND CAVALIERS: Waived F

Mfiondu Kabengele and G Brodric
Thomas. 

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS: Re-signed
G Terance Mann to a veteran extension. 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS: Signed F
Sekou Doumbouya to a two-way contract. 

NEW YORK KNICKS: Waived G Tyler
Hall. 

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER:
Waived F Jaylen Hoard. 

ORLANDO MAGIC:  Waived C Jeremi-
ah Tilmon. 

SACRAMENTO KINGS: Waived Gs
Matt Coleman III and D.J. Steward.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS: Activated TE
Darrell Daniels from the reserve/COVID-
19 list. Released CB Luq Barcoo and WR
Josh Doctson from the practice squad.
Placed OLB Chandler Jones on the
reserve/COVID-19 list. 

ATLANTA FALCONS:  Signed TE Park-
er Hesse to the practice squad. Released K
Elliott Fry and OLB George Obinna from
the practice squad. 

BALTIMORE RAVENS: Placed OL Ben
Cleveland on injured reserve. 

DENVER BRONCOS:  Released WR
Josh Malone from the practice squad. 

DETROIT LIONS: Signed CB Mark
Gilbert. Placed WR Quintez Cephus on
injured reserve. Signed WR Javon McKin-
ley to the practice squad. Released TE
Jared Pinkney from th practice squad. 

CAROLINA PANTHERS: Signed OT
Austen Pleasants to the practice squad. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS: Signed RB
Elijah Holyfield and CB Holton Hill to the
practice squad. Placed CB Trae Waynes on
injured reserve. Released P Drue Chris-
man from the practice squad. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS: Placed OL
Chris Hubbard, RB Andy Janovich and S
M.J. Stewart on injured reserve. Promoted
DE Joe Jackson and RB Johnny Stanton IV
from the practice squad to the active ros-
ter. Activated CB Tim Harris from the
practice squad reserve/COVID-19 list.
Signed T Alex Taylor to the practice squad. 

DENVER BRONCOS: Signed WR John
Brown to the practice squad. Released WR
Josh Malone. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS: Signed CB
Quinton Dunbar to the practice squad. 

HOUSTON TEXANS: Promoted WR
Chris Moore from the practice squad to the
active roster. Signed OL Cole Toner to the
practice squad. Released DB Shyheim
Carter from the practice squad. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS: Signed T
Greg Senat and DT Antwaun Woods to the
practice squad. Placed S Ibraheim Camp-
bell on the practice squad injured reserve. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS:  Signed
WR Josh Imatorbhebhe, RB Kerrith Whyte
Jr. and OL Jared Hocker to the practice
squad. Signed OL Rashaad Coward. Placed
OL Brandon Linder on injured reserve. 

MLS
MLS Leaders

Through Sunday, October 10 
Goals

Ola  Kamara,  DC                                    17
Raul  Ruidiaz,  SEA                              16
Daniel  Salloi,  KC                              16
Gustavo  Bou,  NE                                  13
Adam  Buksa,  NE                                    13
Valentin  Castellanos,  NYC              13
Damir  Kreilach,  RSL                          13
Hany  Mukhtar,  NSH                              13
Ricardo  Pepi,  DAL                              13
Javier  Hernandez,  LA                        12

Assists
Carles  Gil,  NE                                    16

Djordje  Mihailovic,  MTL                  13
Julian  Gressel,  DC                            11
Jack  Price,  COL                                  11
Joao  Paulo,  SEA                                  10
Mauricio  Pereyra,  ORL                      10
Albert  Rusnak,  RSL                            10
Yeferson  Soteldo,  TOR                      10
Luciano  Acosta,  CIN                          9
Aaron  Herrera,  RSL                            9
Maximiliano  Moralez,  NYC                9
Hany  Mukhtar,  NSH                              9

Shots
Valentin  Castellanos,  NYC              112

Adam  Buksa,  NE                                    94
Raul  Ruidiaz,  SEA                              86
Hany  Mukhtar,  NSH                              78
Daniel  Salloi,  KC                              77
Patryk  Klimala,  NYR                          76
Emanuel  Reynoso,  MIN                        75
Fabio,  NYR                                            73
Maximiliano  Urruti,  HOU                  73
Lucas  Zelarayan,  CLB                        68

Shots on Goal
Valentin  Castellanos,  NYC              49

Hany  Mukhtar,  NSH                              37
Raul  Ruidiaz,  SEA                              36
Daniel  Salloi,  KC                              36
Adam  Buksa,  NE                                    34
Damir  Kreilach,  RSL                          32
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appeared to hit the dirt.
Pinch-hitter Eddie Rosario
came through with a two-
out, two-run single to cen-
ter. 

Milwaukee surged ahead
again in the fifth, this time
on Rowdy Tellez’s second
two-run homer of the
series. His first, way back
in the seventh inning of
Game 1, had produced the
Brewers’ only runs of the
series until Tuesday. This
second one off Huascar
Ynoa was a massive shot,
plopping into the fountain
beyond the center-field
wall.  

Back came the Braves,
who put up another two-
spot in their half. Joc Ped-
erson drove in one with a
forceout and Travis d’Ar-
naud delivered a two-out
single to right to bring
home another. 

Pitching on three days’

rest, Charlie Morton lasted
just 3 1-3 innings for the
Braves. He surrendered
four hits and was charged
with Milwaukee’s first two
runs. 

The Brewers decided not
to use ace Corbin Burnes,
who had gotten the win
over Morton in Game 1. He
was all set to go in Game 5
in Milwaukee.  

Unfortunately for the
Brewers, they don’t play
again until 2022. 

‘‘We’re all really disap-
pointed,’’ manager Craig
Counsell said. ‘‘In the end,
we had big goals. We didn’t
quite get there. But we did
win 95 games. It’s a special
group. They did accom-
plish some special things.’’  

Eric Lauer made his first
appearance of the series,
but didn’t get much farther
than Morton. He went 3 2-3
innings, also charged with
two runs on four hits. 

FOLLOW THE
BOUNCING BALL 

The Braves may have
had a bigger inning in the
fourth if not for what

appeared to be a blown call
on Adam Duvall’s popup.  

Snitker tried to chal-
lenge, but the umpires told
him that only fly balls and
line drives to an outfielder
are subject to a video
review.  

Things really got confus-
ing when the scoreboard
proclaimed the call was
‘‘Overturned,’’ but that
was an error on the opera-
tor. 

The call stood, even
through a replay appeared
to show the ball bouncing
off Narvaez’s catcher’s
mitt and barely striking
the dirt just before third
baseman Luis Urias
grabbed the deflection. 

SOLER PULLED 
Braves right fielder and

leadoff hitter Jorge Soler
was removed from the line-
up shortly before the game
after testing positive for
COVID-19. 

Outfielder Cristian
Pache took Soler’s spot on
the 26-man roster. 

Soler was replaced at the
top of the order by Swan-

son. Pederson, slated to
start in left field, shifted to
right. Guillermo Heredia
was inserted in center
field, batting eighth, and
Duvall switched from cen-
ter to left. 

Soler was among the
players acquired before the
trade deadline as the
Braves totally rebuilt their
starting outfield. He hit a
combined .223 with 27
homers and 70 RBIs with
Kansas City and Atlanta
during the regular season. 

Soler had just one hit in
11 at-bats through the first
three games against the
Brewers. 

UP NEXT 
Brewers: Begin the 2022

season at home against the
Arizona Diamondbacks on
March 31. 

Braves: Open the NLCS
on Saturday, with Max
Fried set to make the start.
If the Giants beat the
Dodgers, the series would
open in San Francisco. If
Los Angeles prevails, the
first two games would be in
Atlanta.

Brewers

Daily News Staff

WEST BEND — The West
Bend West girls volleyball
team won against Nicolet in
five sets 3-2 at home on Tues-
day. The team is now 12-23 on
the year.

West Bend West loses
to Nicolet

GLENDALE — The West
Bend West boys soccer team
lost to Nicolet 4-1 on the road
on Tuesday. 

West Bend swim team
wins big against
Port Washington

WEST BEND — The West
Bend swim and dive team
won against Port Washington
at home 137-48 on Tuesday.

In the 1-meter diving event,
Madison Rummel finished in
first place with a score of
220.15 and Maya Indiraraj fin-
ished in second place with a
score of 193.95. In the 200-
meter medley relay, the team
of Ashley Jankowski, Chloe
Rummel, Nicole Walters, and
Aydrianna Roecker finished
in first place with a time of
2:12.46. The team of Evelyn
DeLuka, Maya Majewski,
Brynn Bauer, and Katie Frey
finished in third place with a
time of 2:28.38. In the 200-
meter freestyle, Nicole Wal-
ters finished in first place
with a time of 2:18.26 and
Madison Nikkinen finished
in second place with a time of
2:25.83.

In the 200-meter IM, Ashley
Jankowski finished in first
place with a time of 2:43.10
and Lily Inkmann finished in
second place with a time of
2:46.62. In the 50-meter

freestyle, Maren McDonnell
finished in first place with a
time of 29.03 and Chloe Rum-
mel finished in second place
with a time of 29.82. In the
100-meter butterfly, Nicole
Walters finished in first place
with a time of 1:08.03 and Lily
Inkmann finished in third
place with a time of 1:18.17.

In the 100-meter freestyle,
Maren McDonnell finished in
first place with a time of
1:05.26 and Maya Majewski
finished in second place with
a time of 1:09.44. In the 400-
meter freestyle, Audrianna
Roecker finished first place
with a time of 4:57.99. In the
200-meter freestyle relay, the
team of Maren McDonnell,
Madison Nikkinen, Kayleigh
Rowley, and Lily Inkmann fin-
ished in first place with a
time of 2:01.78. The team of
Katie Frey, Chloe Keyser, Eve-
lyn DeLuka, and Brynn
Bauer finished in third place
with a time of 2:15.33. In the
100-meter backstroke, Chloe
Rummel finished in first
place with a time of 1:14.33.

In the 100-meter breast-
stroke, Ashley Jankowski fin-
ished in first place with a
time of 1:28.07. In the 400-
meter freestyle relay, the team
of Maren McDonnell, Madi-
son Nikkinen, Chloe Rum-
mel, and Nicole Walters fin-
ished in first place with a
time of 4:23.82.

Living Word Lutheran
wins in shootout

JACKSON — The Living
Word Lutheran boys soccer
team won against
NFDL/Oakfield/Springs 7-4
at home on Monday.

West Bend West
wins close match up

PREP ROUNDUP
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playing hard in her
absence.

But it was East that was
playing hard and efficiently
in the early going. The Suns
went to junior middle block-
er Lilly Bandle early and
often in the first set to the
tune of 10 kills in cruising
to the win.

In the second set, the
Suns had several comfort-
able leads, but behind
junior outside hitter Emer-
son Alton and sophomore
outside hitter Melia John-
son, the Owls tied the set at
17-all. However,  East fin-
ished off the set on a 5-1 run
to take a commanding 2-0

lead.
But Slinger did not fold,

as the third set was a tense
back ... and forth affair with
frequent ties and lead
changes. A 4-0 Owls run
gave Slinger set point at 24-
22, but East managed to tie
it at 24-all before Owls won
it with help from a kill by
Alton.

Early in the fourth set,
East itself suffered an
injury setback of its own as
key backrow player Paige
Harter had to leave the
match after colliding with a
teammate as both were
going for the ball. She did
not return.

From there on, the Owls
controlled the set, roaring
out to a 15-4 lead before
cruising to victory.

In the decisive “Race to
15” final set, Slinger contin-

ued its momentum, grab-
bing a 4-1 lead but suffered
a couple of hiccups as East
scored the next five, includ-
ing a kill by Bandle and an
ace by junior Macey Stier.

From there on the roller-
coaster ride was operating
at full tilt again as twice the
Suns earned three-point
leads only to have the Owls
come back to tie at both 8-8
and 11-11. A key kill late by
junior Peyton Schmidt
helped East gain control.

East then claimed a 14-12
lead. Slinger fought off one
match point, but the Suns
finished it off with a tough
side out.

Kutchera said that Bandle
had a great match but noted
that sophomore middle hit-
ter Briana Schauble came
on in the middle of the
match and turned in one

big play after big play.
“This showed that we can

overcome obstacles and
play under pressure,”
Kutchera said, “and Briana
just hit well, blocked well
and defended well all
night.”

Schauble said the Suns
had to not get too far ahead
of themselves in that final
set.

“We were trying to play
hard as a unit and cheer
each other one,” she said.
“We just had to focus on
‘mini-games.’ First one to
five, then to 10, then to 15.
Just keep up the momen-
tum.

“It was also important
that we win on this night
(breast cancer awareness
evening). A lot of us were
pushing hard for family
members.”

East


