
A Message from the Director
By Bobby Poursanidis

Hello United players and parents! I would like 
to personally welcome you to the 2019-2020 
season of Fort Wayne United FC soccer! Our 
club is coming off of a developing season and a 
high tryout turnout and we are all excited for 
the start of the new season. There are many 
returning players, but some new faces this year. 
For the newer players, I wanted to share my 
philosophy on player development as you will 
see it on your journey within our club.

Often, teaching and coaching are based on the 
misguided notion that practice makes perfect. 
That is not necessarily true. Practice makes 
permanent and that fact applies with equal 
certainty to both good and bad practices.

Incorrect training, therefore, will eventually 
produce permanent bad habits. Those who 
understand coaching know the benefits that will 
grow from correct practice and the formation 
of good habits and sound knowledge. We are a 
product of our environment.

There is also a misguided notion that “great” 
soccer players are born with natural flair and do 
not require coaching. This idea is not supported 
by the facts. The essential fact is that progress 
comes from advancement of education; each 
generation has handed on to its succeeding 
generation more knowledge and better 
techniques of teaching and learning.
Youngsters are not born with equal talent. 

They are unequal physically, mentally and 
psychologically. Those who are brought 
up in a futbol environment will have better 
opportunities to develop their talents than 
those who are not. The great challenge of 
teaching, therefore, is to recognize potential 
talent and develop that potential to its full 
realization.

This is Fort Wayne United’s belief and 
commitment to the soccer community.I look 
forward to seeing our talented and dedicated 
players reach their potential on and off the pitch 
this year.

UNITED TIMES

p. 3
PLAYER’S CORNER - PADDY PIERSON

p. 4
PARENT’S CORNER - SOCCER ETIQUETTE

C U R R E N T  E V E N T S  T H R O U G H O U T  F O R T  W A Y N E  U N I T E D   |  S E P T  2 0 1 9



2 United Times September 2019

HEALTH & WELLNESS:
THE IMPORTANCE OF A ROUTINE
Rituals and routines not only make for a more convenient schedule 
for families, but a day-to-day routine is actually more helpful for 
your child than you think. According to Dr. Robert Myers, PhD, 
a clinical child and adolescent psychologist, regularity provides 
a child the opportunity to feel more independent, safe, and 
secure. 
 
A routine that invites the child to take on more responsibility 
is especially advantageous, such as setting the table for dinner 
or doing the dishes after. Especially when winding down at the 
end of the day, Dr. Myers says skipping a routine can set a child 
off and cause them to feel insecure and irritable. Now that days 
are filled with school, then soccer practice, then dinner, then 
homework, then sleep, try to find the best wind-down strategy 
for your family. It can be as simple as reading a chapter of a book 
for fun or working on a puzzle together. Whatever routine you 
decide, make it as relaxing and tranquil for everyone as possible.

PROPS TO…MADDY WELKER
Every newsletter, we will give props 
to a current FWU player, parent, 
team manager, coach, or director 
who deserves recognition for their 
excellent dedication to the FWU 
way. Upcoming U17 Academy player 
Maddie Welker has made the US 
National Futsal team! She has just 

gotten back from a trip to Buenos 
Aires, Argentina for a series of friendly 
matches where she developed her 
futsal skills and experienced a new 
culture. This is her second year in 
a row being named to the National 
Futsal team and her first year being 
named captain. Props to you Maddy!

DaMarcus Beasley – It’s finally coming to an end. Beas announced earlier in the year that he will be retiring from 
professional soccer at the end of the 2019 season with the Houston Dynamo. We will miss seeing you play!
 
Akil Watts – The right back recently signed with 
Louisville City FC in the USL. Welcome back to the 
states and good luck with the rest of the season Akil!
 
Rece Buckmaster – Rece has recently been signed 
by the New York Red Bulls. He has appeared (and 
started) in 3 games so far for the team. Previously, 
he has made 17 appearances for the Red Bulls II in 
2019. Way to go Rece!
 
Sarah Killion – Earlier in August, not only did 
Sarah celebrate her 100thNWSL appearance, but 
she did it with style! Her club, Sky Blue FC, set a 
club attendance record of 9,415 at Red Bull Arena. 
Congrats Sarah!

FWU Alumni – Where are they now?
FWU has alumni playing at all different levels. Here are highlights from a few notable alums that have been in the 
news lately:
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Padraic “Paddy” Pierson 
has been a member 
of Fort Wayne United 
(FWU) for seven years. 
He started in Cadets the 
year before FWU was 
established and has also 
participated as a camper 
in several Beasley 
Camps. He has worked 
his way up through two 
elite teams and is now on 
the 18 Boys Academy. On 
the field, you can usually 

find him playing outside mid and outside back. Not only are we 
lucky enough to have him as a player, but he has also become a 
dedicated young coach to Plex programs and Beasley camps.

Currently, he is playing with the first ever Fort Wayne United 
Boys Fall High School Developmental Soccer Program. This 
program is geared towards players who want to continue 
maturing in the game under the United philosophy of player 
development. This unique program offers benefits, such as: 
meaningful games with 8-9 college teams, video analysis of 
game footage, position-focused technical sessions, and direct 
exposure to college programs.

1. Why did you choose Fort Wayne United?
I chose United because my friends from school were playing 
Fever and I wanted to play too. I joined Fever in its last spring 
season as a practice player and really enjoyed it. When I found 
out that United was forming, I immediately wanted to play.

2. How long have you been playing soccer? Coaching soccer?
I began playing soccer through the school system, since I was 
in pre-school in St. Louis. I joined Fever/FWU when my family 
moved to Ft. Wayne. I have been coaching for the past two years.

3. How has coaching made you a better player? Vice versa?
Coaching soccer has made me a better player because I now 
know a different aspect of the game. I see the field differently 
than before. By playing soccer, and through my own coaches, 
I have also become a better coach. Through my own training, 
I understand the correct technique and form that needs to be 
taught.

4. Why did you decide to forgo playing for your school’s 
team and play for the United high school team instead?
I chose to play for United’s HS team instead of my original high 
school team because I knew that it was a much better environment 
and that through this program, I am able to continue to challenge 
myself and improve. It is a faster paced program played with and 
against more experienced and older college players.

5. How will you utilize the skills and experience you gain 
from the HS team in the Winter/Spring?
The skills and experience that I am learning through the FWU 
high school team this Fall will help me play at a faster pace in the 
Spring season with a better understanding of what to do with the 
ball before I even receive the ball. It is teaching me where to be in 
order to be effective.

6. Do you have any soccer plans after your tenure with Fort 
Wayne United is over?
After my FWU journey is over, I plan to play in college and 
continue to coach.

7. What is your favorite thing about Fort Wayne United?
My favorite thing about FWU is how much of a family we are. We 
care about each other, stand up for each other, and we all want 
what is best for each person in the club.

Player’s Corner
Paddy Pierson

By Emily Carr
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Saturday September 14th
@ UNOH - 2:00pm

Sunday September 22
@ Siena Heights University - Noon

Sunday September 29th
@ Indiana Tech – 11:00am

Friday, September 13th
@ Spring Arbor - 7:30pm
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If you’re a new parent to travel soccer, or just need a refresher on what’s okay 
and what’s a huge no-no, here are a few reminders of what to do (and what not 
to do) when you’re cheering on your player from the sideline:
 
1. DO – Encourage your player and his/her teammates to do their best. If a kid 
messes up, but tried as hard as they could, that’s all you can ask!
 
2. DON’T – Assume your dog is welcome at the soccer fields. Many organizations 
spend countless hours maintaining their fields and not everyone is so accepting 
of dogs on their grounds. Imagine if someone brought their dog onto your yard 
to do its business without the owner cleaning it up!
 
3. DO – Encourage your player’s teammates to eat healthy with halftime fruit or 
granola bars, but don’t inflict your personal food preferences or requirements 
on anyone.
 
4. DON’T – Stand close to the benches or behind the goal to coach your player 
(or even worse, another player). The coach is there for a reason, TO COACH! 
Please don’t take away from his/her authority with an opinion you have about 
plays or playing time. If you have a question about a coach’s decision, you’re 
always welcome to voice your concern to the Director after the game.
 
5. DO – Finally, cheer on your team and encourage them to have fun! When it 
comes down to it, the point of sports is to get better and enjoy yourself. So, if 
your player is feeling down about a loss, remind them to enjoy every moment, 
good and bad. Some of us who don’t play anymore would rather lose 50 more 
times if it meant playing again.

Parent’s Corner
Soccer Etiquette

IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER

Second Fall Tournament 
September or October 
(check with your team manager)

Uniform Order Deadline 
for 15U-19U

October 6

Winter 1 Indoor League 
Starts Oct 28

Winter 1 Beasley F.C.
Starts Nov 7

Saturday, Nov. 2, 2019
at The Plex South

Ages 15-19 Girls: 2pm-3:30pm
Ages 15-19 Boys: 3:30pm-5pm

Ages 11-14 Boys & Girls: 5pm-6pm

More Info & Register Online:
fwunitedfc.com/tryouts

info@fwunitedfc.com

•Professional Instruction
• High-Level Training
• Limited Travel
• In State Travel
• Regional Travel

2019 Fort Wayne United F.C. Supplemental Tryouts


