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THE	FUSION	PLAYER	DEVELOPMENT	PATHWAY

FUSION	SC	CLUB	VALUES

Discover	
• U8-U10	

Evolve	
• U11-U12	

Integrate	
• U13-U14	

Perform	
• U15-U16	

Elite	
• U17-U19	

Develop	

• Inspire	
• Educate	
• Lead	

Pride	

• Community	
• Identity	
• Integrity	

Ambition	

• Passion	
• Focus	
• Achievement	

KEY	QUALITIES	OF	THE	FUSION	PLAYER	
	
☐	RESPECT	
☐	CONFIDENCE	
☐	COMMITMENT	
☐	DESIRE	
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THE	FUSION	GAME	MODEL	-	7V7

KEY	QUALITIES	-	IN	ATTACK

KEY	QUALITIES	-	IN	DEFENSE

KEY	QUALITIES	-	IN	TRANSITION
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The	Fusion	Play	Model	supports	a	variety	of	possessional	and	penetrating	passes	
from	the	Goalkeeper	#1	when	WE	have	the	ball	(throw,	roll,	pass,	chip,	drive	and	
drop-kick).	The	first	pass	to	start	an	attack	will	directly	influence	our	opponents	
defensive	positioning;	a	short	pass	will	invite	high	pressure	and	create	space	
behind	our	opponents,	long	pass	will	force	them	back	and	create	space	in	front	of	
our	opponents,	the	same	can	be	expected	from	passing	left	or	right,	space	will	be	
created	opposite	of	the	opponent’s	lateral	shift	to	the	ball-side.	

PLAYER	PROFILE:	GOALKEEPER

Ederson	Moraes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8swbpByLa-E
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Center	backs	#4	and	#5	share	and	require	similar	qualities.	Speed	and	power	for	
tackling,	recovering	and	aerial	challenges.	But	also	the	center	back	#4	and	#5	
support	the	team	mentality	with	leadership,	communication	and	confidence.	The	
Fusion	Play	Model	demands	that	center	backs	are	also	comfortable	in	possession	
of	the	ball	while	building	attacks	and	have	a	good	Range	of	Pass.	

PLAYER	PROFILE:	RIGHT	CENTERBACK

Raphael	Varane

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNqtdFHUm2Q
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Center	backs	#4	and	#5	share	and	require	similar	qualities.	Speed	and	power	for	
tackling,	recovering	and	aerial	challenges.	But	also	the	center	back	#4	and	#5	support	
the	team	mentality	with	leadership,	communication	and	confidence.	The	Fusion	Play	
Model	demands	that	center	backs	are	also	comfortable	in	possession	of	the	ball	while	
building	attacks	and	have	a	good	Range	of	Pass.	The	following	video	offers	some	
insight	into	longer	ranged	passing	from	the	best	center	back	in	the	world	VVD!

PLAYER	PROFILE:	LEFT	CENTERBACK

Virgil	van	Dijk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2KPE5rlSr0
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The	Fusion	Play	Model	demands	that	the	holding	center	midfield	#6	have	
technical	abilities	for	passing	in	tight	space	and	decision	making	for	ball	retention	
in	the	critical	moment	of	transition	THEY>WE.	Spatial	awareness	and	mobility	are	
key	for	the	#6,	the	following	video	exemplifies	the	effectiveness	of	1	or	2	touch	
passing	in	critical	areas	of	the	field.	The	#6	is	sometimes	to	referred	to	as	the	
conductor	of	the	team:	Tempo,	Rhythm	and	Game	Management.

PLAYER	PROFILE:	HOLDING	MIDFIELDER

Billy	Gilmour

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LC-SuuToiO8
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The	right	wing	#7	needs	Speed,	Agility,	Balance	and	the	technique	to	run	with	the	
ball	beyond	defenders,	score	goals	and	provide	service	from	wide	or	central	
locations.	Dribble	penetration	in	the	attacking	third	of	the	field	is	expected	based	
on	but	not	limited	to	the	strong	sided	dribble	(right	or	left	foot	#7).

PLAYER	PROFILE:	RIGHT	WINGER

Jadon	Sancho

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQ0tbtJZRcE
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The	left	wing	#11	needs	Speed,	Agility,	Balance	and	the	technique	to	run	with	the	
ball	beyond	defenders,	score	goals	and	provide	service	from	wide	or	central	
locations.	Dribble	penetration	in	the	Attacking	Third	of	the	field	is	expected	based	
on	but	not	limited	to	the	strong	sided	dribble	(right	or	left	foot	#7).

PLAYER	PROFILE:	LEFT	WINGER

Leroy	Sane

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNyfzxe46Tk
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The	center	forward	#9.	Like	the	#10	Creativity,	Flare	and	Technique	are	the	
characteristics	sought	after	for	this	position.	The	center	forward	also	needs	
mastery	of	techniques	for	scoring	goals;	Finish,	Shoot,	Head	and	Volley.	Primary	
defensive	responsibility	is	to	set	a	Line	of	Confrontation	and	attempt	win	the	ball	
back	with	group	concepts;	Force,	Funnel,	Trap	and	Collapse.

PLAYER	PROFILE:	STRIKER

Roberto	Firmino

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHGK8OAnZyI
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