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	BC BASEBALL ASSOCIATION
British Columbia Minor Baseball Association

PO Box 33511, Surrey Place Postal Outlet, Surrey, BC V3T 5R5

Web Page:  http://www.bcbaseball.ca/
Providing Canadian Youth Baseball Programs Since 1963

Rally Cap * 9U * 11U * 13U * 15U * 18U * Junior Men * Challenger 

	Executive Board Meeting Minutes

June 26, 2016
6:10 pm


	Meeting called by:
	Mike Sarai, President

	Type of meeting:
	Board Meeting

	Minute taker:
	Val Greenwood

	Attendees:
	M. Sarai, V. Greenwood, M. Kelly, R. Wearing, G. Rimer, A. Hayes, T. McGuire, S. King, S, McCann, T. Katelnikoff, B. Astorino, P. Weatherill, E. Toneff

	Conference Call:
	Not Available

	Absent:
Guest(s)
	G. Butler, J. Braaten, O. Germaine, F. Campbell, T. Chudyk


	1.    The meeting was called to order at 8:55 am

	2.  President’s Opening Remarks
       

	

	 3.  Additions to Agenda.

	· Salt Spring – player request

· North Langley/Cloverdale – 13U
· Vancouver Minor/Vancouver Community – 13U AAA request
· Surrey Canadian – 15U A
         

	4.    Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting Minutes

	         MOTION:  P. Weatherill / V. Greenwood
               Motion to accept June minutes as distributed.
               M/S/C

	5.   Correspondence

	5.1 Chris Balison, President Kamloops – Coach’s contact information – Umpire Rebates – Player rosters
5.2  Nanaimo – Summer Rosters

5.3  Vancouver Minor – 15U Summer Rosters – coaching certification

5.4  Complaints about tobacco use – Directors in attendance must reinforce the rule to coaches (Rule 13.04)

5.5  When can 18U AAA add players to roster – outside of organization until July 01 – after July 01 players must coming from within the association

5.6  Complaints that Umpires are being followed and harassed in the parking lot after game – ZERO tolerance for this behaviour



	6.     Business Arising

	

	6.1 Distribution of balls, banners and medals
· Keeper banners – done
· Fence Banners – Pat to distribute after meeting

· Medals - done

6.2  Ad Hoc 
· Governance restructure proposal

· Under new structure will all volunteer members have a vote

· Baseball BC will respond to proposal in August

· Report will be done in September

6.3 Umpire Allocations for Provincials
· Eric is liaison between BC Baseball and Umpires Association

· Umpires have no contact information as yet for the Provincial hosts

· Prince George – all umpires will be travel umpires (8)

· Nanaimo – no need for travel umpires – 15U AAA has concerns about quality of local umpires

· Duncan – all local

6.4  Fall Ball update
· 13U – 15U – 18U

· Need dates and location

· League schedules – done by participating teams

· Playoff schedules – done by division directors
6.5  COMBA Appeal
· COMBA (Central Okanagan Minor Baseball) is appealing the ruling made by division director 

                        Mike Kelly that  they will not be allowed to play in the 15U AAA wild card game

· February 16 – division sent out circulation 

· Division meeting was done in February for the 15U AA season – Guy Posella (COMBA) in attendance

· COMBA had enough players at tryouts to form two (2) teams

· Others  teams are now refusing to play them

· Numerous letters have been received from players, parents and coaches regarding splitting the team up

· As of June 27 no request for exception of rule

· Total players numbers were not submitted until beginning of June 

· Fees for single season are still not paid

· COMBA knew beginning of May how many players they had
· Eight (8) teams total – 1 AA – 7 A

· Made request to M. Kelly to be allowed to move team up to AAA wild card game – request was denied

       MOTION:  A. Hayes / B. Astorino

        Motion to accept COMBA’s appeal as presented according to rule 9.4 (C) asking to be moved

        up to the 15U AAA Wild Card Game.

        M/S/Defeated – abstentions – T. Katelnikoff, G. Rimer

        Motion was defeated according to rule 9.4 (C) the right to move from 15U AA to 15U AAA must
        be at the request of the DIVISION DIRECTOR, as association CANNOT make this request.


	7.    Director Reports: 

	7.1 President – Mike Sarai

· The marketing committee is now in place.  Les Szabo will lead the group which includes Sanda King
                      and Tom Katelnikoff from BC Baseball.  I have also appointed Martin Winstanley from Victoria.  I have 

                      asked and expect a status report from the committee for our September 10th board meeting.

· The past couple of weeks have consisted of our associations preparing for the summer All-Star

                      season which has in some matters been very consumed with back and forth communications
                      between association executive members and team representatives.  I have been monitoring all

                      correspondence and have duly noted those requiring follow up.
7.2 1st Vice President – John Braaten

       2016 13U Selects Team BC – Tournament Review
 
                   
· Thirteen players were selected for this team from approximately 120 that were evaluated from across the province. This team was coached by Jimmy Vulcano (Cloverdale) and assisted by Kent Middlemiss

                  (Chilliwack) and myself (RCBA/BC Baseball Director).
· The team was entered in the 13U Triple Crown Sports “Father’s Day Slugfest” in the Tri-Cities area of

                  Washington. The team played on 15U sized fields. Leading up to departing the tournament the team
                   practiced at Cloverdale’s 15U park a week prior to get acclimated to a larger size field than this age
                   group is used to playing on as 13U players in BC.
· The team was entered in the 13U “Majors” Division of the tournament where 16 teams from the Pacific
                   Northwest were represented. Because of the US birth date cut-off rules players on opposing teams could
                  be as much as 8 months older than our players. In talking with coaches of the opposing teams they
                  already had 30-40 games under their belt this year to date.
· Our first game Friday evening was a 4-4 tie to NW Baseball Club (#12 seed after RR play) from Richland, WA.  The team played well although you could see the nerves at the start of the game and as the players became accustomed to the larger field played well. Pitching and defensive stood out in this game. 

· Saturday saw major delays because of several rain fronts that passed through the Tri-Cities area. The originally schedule 9am & 11:15am games were rescheduled to 4pm & 5:45pm. The second game with a more relaxed team found Team BC again tied 2-2 to Hawks Select (#3 seed after RR play) from Marysville, WA.  Our third game came immediately after the 4pm game with a 5:45pm game start vs. Blue Dogs Blue (#7 seed after RR play) from Auburn, WA. The long day of waiting around and playing right away took a toll on the players and came out flat after an emotional game previous to this and lost 7-0.

· Team BC finished Round Robin play 0-2-2 and finished with the #13 seed out of 16 teams. In Quarter final action saw the team play Eastside Select and unfortunately lost 3-1 in a close competitive game.

· What was evident from the start Team BC was challenged right from the first pitch of the tournament. Similar to last year’s entry into the event the team played meaningful innings in all four games. The program is meant to challenge our players and that was accomplished. In talking with the coaching staff and watching other games it was our opinion that the top tier teams some of which we faced were comparable again to top 15U AAA teams.  These players found no issues adjusting to the larger field and were most comfortable by the end of tournament play. I will admit that Team BC’s pitching and defense was as good as any other team entered in this tournament if not better in most cases. Unfortunately hitting was not a strong suit this year, but that does not take away from the player’s competitive nature in representing BC Baseball. The parent group was tremendously supportive and proud of the team all weekend and saw value in entering such a tournament. This tournament helped develop many leaders and hopefully will be brought back to each of their Summer All-Star teams this year. 

· It is my recommendation that 13U Team BC Selects program to continue play in the US at the 13U level if challenging and developing players is our ultimate goal. In discussions with the coaches it might be an idea to revisit the Spokane Tournament as it has more variety of teams in the Western US.

7.3  2nd Vice President – Grant Butler

· No Report

7.4  Treasurer – Anne Hayes
· No financials as it is not month end 
· Player registration is up this year – 16,303 compared to 2015 at 15, 198

· Powell River, Terrace and North Shuswap no affiliation information
7.5  Secretary – Val Greenwood

· No Report
7.6  North – Brenda Astorino

· No Report
7.7  Interior – Tom Katelnikoff / Terry Chudyk

· No Report
7.8  Island – F. Campbell / E. Toneff

· Nanaimo has issues for parent bullying players
· Blue Jays will be in Nanaimo July 11 then in Victoria

7.9  Web Site – T. Katelnikoff / J. Braaten

· No Report


	8.    Committees: 

	8.1 Boundary – Pat Weatherill / John Braaten
· No Report
8.2 Challenger Liaison – Grant Butler

· Mike Sarai attended annual golf tournament with Darcy Jago, President Port Coquitlam, Katherine Wade, President Ladner and Wendy Ridley, Burnaby
· All the ladies are looking at widening the Challenger Program in their area
8.3 Coaching Conference – Mike Kelly
· No Report
8.4 Coaching Development – Mike Kelly/Fraser Campbell/Tom Katelnikoff
· No report
8.5 Discipline – Fraser Campbell
· March 31, 2016 to June 25, 2016 
· In 40 days of play there were 32 ejections reported of which 19 were Players and 13 were Coaches; then In 28 days of play there were 33 ejections reported of which 11 were Players and 22 were Coaches; then In 18 days of play there were 18 ejections reported of which 10 were Players and 8 were Coaches. 
· In the current period June 7, 2016 to June 25, 2016 the following ejections by division occurred: 

                          0 @ Jr Men 

                          5 @ 18 U 

                         10 @ 15 U 

3 @ 13 U
8.6 Eligibility – Pat Weatherill
· 17 Summer release to Date

· 22 Try Out releases granted

8.7 Girls – Val Greenwood/Trevor McGuire
· ID Camp and Grass Roots Festival was held in Victoria and Kelowna on June 25
· Approximately 11 new girls in Victoria and 8 in a Kelowna plus 4 seniors girls at 
each camp

· Thanks to Al Forman, Bruce Murdock and Stacy and Emily Fournier for doing Victoria
And Marty Van Der Loos and Derek Renneberg for Kelowna

· Western and National ID camps will be held starting July 5th in Burnaby at Kensington Park
· 16U girls and in a tournament in Newton starting July 1st
· 16U and 14U will be participating in the Burnaby Fun Tournament starting July 8
· Several issues in scheduling of 16U league games – this is being worked out
8.8 Grassroots – Grant Butler
· No report
8.9 High Performance – Mike Kelly/Orville Germaine
· 16U development camp being held June 26
· College Prep Showcase was held June 25
· Would like feedback from players, parents and coaches
· 15 players selected to tournament in Spokane, Washington
8.10 NCCP  – Mike Kelly
· Everything looking okay
· will be flexible on 11U certification
8.11 Risk Management – 
· No report
8.12 Rules – Ray Wearing / John Braaten
· During summer and Provincials any questions contact Ray for any clarifications
8.13 Scholarship – Grant Rimer/Sanda King/Ray Wearing
· No report
8.14 Sponsorship/Marketing/PR/Travel – Pat Weatherill
· No report
8.15 Umpire Liaison – Eric Toneff
· See business arising
8.16 Uniforms (BC) – Ray Wearing
· No report


	9.   Divisions 

	9.1  Junior Men – Grant Butler
· No news is good news here, most scores are in and I think the weather washed out a few recently. 

· The Provincial schedule is out; Maple Ridge is hosting the semi-finals Aug 6 and final Aug 7. There will be 

   2 pools, Tier 1 will do the classic 8 team play down and Tier 2 will do a 3 game guaranteed Bracket. 

9.2  18U – G. Rimer / R. Wearing

· AA – 11 teams province wide – 10 team Provincial
9.3 15U

· 15U AAA – Mike Kelly

No Report
· 15U AA – Trevor McGuire

               Single Season is approx. 95% complete, with 2 associations remaining to dominate (Ladner, Ridge 

               Meadows)

· Declared teams Fraser Valley zone

              Richmond (1), Vancouver Community (1), Burnaby (1), Vancouver Minor (1), Abbotsford (1), Ladner (1), 

              North Langley (1), Tri City (1), Mission (1), Ridge Meadows (1), White Rock (1), Cloverdale (1), 

              Delta/Tsawwassen (1), Newton (1)  4 top teams provincials, 5&6 in standings wildcard spots

· Vancouver Island teams in provincials 

              2 teams from Victoria (top 2 teams from standings) North Island 3rd place qualifies for wildcard

· Interior BC teams in provincials
               1 team TBA

· Rules

              As of June 01/16 all play 15U AA has been changed to 9 man ball rules as per BC Baseball rule book, this 

              will play for remainder of single season. No problems with the transition to 9 man ball reported.

· Provincials U15 AA

              Burnaby will be hosting July 22 to July 25, with preparations well underway with no noted difficulties 

              reported.  Burnaby has photographer in place, concessions, meeting room at park in place, Delta Hotel 

            host hotel, tournament program in design, tournament t shirt in design, working on MVP awards, All field 

            times secured. 

· Association Concerns

              Wildcard playoff addressed with 4 teams participating 1 from Vancouver Island, 1 from Interior and 2 from 

              Lower Mainland (sudden death, 3 game totals, held at 1 location Lower mainland TBA)

· U15 AA Single Season 

              Single season regular games end July 14/16, Wildcard playoff July 16th rain out day will be July 17th 

· Concerns

              Some Vancouver Island teams would like the single season extended next year to allow for more games 

              and possibly some games with the Lower Mainland; complaint’s that the season ended to soon June 15.

              Interior 15U AA needs to be brought into the Lower Mainland zone for 2017 allowing for more diversified 

              games and growth for the 15U AA Interior division. 

· 15U A – Trevor McGuire
15U A spring season 100% complete. Summer season begins June 25 and ends July 31. 

· Declared teams Fraser Valley zone Summer

              15 teams, Coquitlam/Moody, BC Girls Selects, Mission/Abbotsford, Surrey/White Rock, 
              Tsawwassen/Ladner, Ridge Meadows, Cloverdale, Burnaby, Vancouver Mounties, Port Coquitlam, 
              Vancouver Expo’s, Aldergrove, Chilliwack, Newton, North Delta

· Declared teams Vancouver Island zone

               To date 4 teams have declared for the summer season

· Declared teams Interior & North zone

               To date 1 team have declared (Kamloops)

· Provincials U15 A

              Will be held at Chilliwack August 05 to August 08, field preparations and committee for provincials in 
               Chilliwack has been selected with preparations underway. Field preparations are taking place.

· Scheduling

              Summer season for Fraser Valley will start June 25th and end July 31, 15 games per team is scheduled with
              some double headers played on Saturday. All scheduling is complete.

· Association Concerns

              Game scheduling for tournament travel.

· Coach’s concerns
               Scheduling around tournament play, less emphasis on tournament ball more on the league play would 
               allow for less time constraints during the scheduling process.

· Playoff Berths

               2 Vancouver Island (Top 2 teams from summer standings)

               1 Interior (Top 1 team from summer standings)

               1 Northern

               1 Host

               5 (Top 5 teams from summer standings)

              10 team’s total

9.4  13U – Orville Germaine

· 13UAAA Summerball:

              15 teams total:  Van Island 4:                Victoria Red, Victoria Black, Cowichan Valley, Nanaimo

                                            Interior 2:                     Kamloops, COMBA

                                            Lower Mainland 9:     Abbotsford, Aldergrove, Cloverdale, Ridge Meadows, Tri-City, 

                                                                                   Vancouver Community, Burnaby, Ladner, Richmond

· Schedule: Province wide, each team playing each team once, with top 10 teams advancing to BC Baseball Provincial Tournament. Summer schedule begins Saturday, June 25.

· Provincial Tournament: Duncan, Aug 4-7

· 13UAA Summerball:

               23 teams total:  North 1:                          Prince George

                                            Vancouver Island 5:      Victoria, Duncan, Oceanside, Comox, Campbell River

                                             Interior 4:                       Kamloops, COMBA, SOMBA, West Kelowna

                                             Lower Mainland 13:     North Langley, North Delta, Richmond, Tri-City, Ridge Meadows,   

                                                                                      Vancouver Minor, Newton, Mission, Tsawwassen, Chilliwack,    

                                                                                      Ladner, Cloverdale, Abbotsford

· Schedule:        
 North:                           Exhibition only

 Vancouver Island:       Summer schedule, beginning July 1 to seed for Zone Tournament, July 31- Aug 2,                                                       hosted Interior:        
 Interior:                          Zone tournament July 22-24

Lower  Mainland:          Interlocking schedule starting July 2, with each team playing each of the other 12 
                                         teams once. Schedule ends Sat, July 30, with makeups to be finished by evening of  

                                          Sun, July 31

· Provincial berths:      
        North:                                     1 out of 1

               Vancouver Island:                 2 out of 5 (including the host)

               Interior:                                  2 out of 4

               Lower Mainland:                   5 out 13 

· Provincial Tournament: Oceanside (Parksville), Aug 4-7

· 13UA Summerball 2016:

               32 teams total:  13U West: 17 teams:  
               Lower Mainland: 10 teams:                        Abbotsford 2 (Pratt), Burnaby Minor, Cloverdale, Ladner,     

                                                                                        Newton, North Delta, Richmond, South Burnaby, Tsawwassen, 
                                                                                        Vancouver Minor                
               Vancouver Island teams:  7 teams:            GVBA, Salt Spring, Oceanside, Nanaimo, Duncan, Campbell River,
                                                                                         Powell River
                13U East: 15 teams:    
               Lower Mainland: 9 teams:                          Abbotsford 1 (Nivens), Aldergrove, Chilliwack, Coquitlam-Moody,
                                                                                        Mission, North Langley, Port Coquitlam, Ridge Meadows,    

                                                                                        Surrey   
                Interior:  5 teams:                                        Kamloops, COMBA, SOMBA, West Kelowna, Salmon Arm
                North  I team:                                               Prince George

· Schedule:     
North:                                                             Exhibition

              Vancouver Island:                                         Zone tournament

              Interior:                                                          Zone tournament

              Lower Mainland:                                          Interlock play within each division, starting July 1 to 24th

· Provincial berths:       
13U West:      Lower Mainland:                 7 out of 10 teams (including host)

                                        Vancouver Island:               3 out of 7 teams 

               13U East:        Lower Mainland:                7 out of 9 teams (including host)

                                         Interior:                               2 out of 5 teams

                                         North:                                  1 out of 1 team

· Provincial Tournaments:               13U West:  Cloverdale, July 29 – Aug 1

                                                                          13U East:    Mission, July 29 – Aug 1

                

9.5 11U – Grant Butler

· The 4 Lower Mainland Schedules are out, thank you Anne Hayes for all the hard work. Most blackout dates were honoured amazingly here is the breakdown per division:

· 
- 11U A: 11 Team, 10 game Schedule: Everyone plays everyone once. Top 5 + Host (Richmond) from the Lower Mainland, 2 of 2 from the Island, 1 of 1 from the Interior and 1 of 1 from the North go to Provincials. 

· 
- 11U AA: 7 Team, 9 Game unbalanced Schedule: 5 + Host (Surrey) from the Lower Mainland, 2 of 4 from the Island and 2 of 2 from the Interior go to Provincials. Aldergrove had to step away at the last moment, after the schedule was done therefore the 9 games and not 10 as previously reported.

· 
- 11U T2: 2 Pool, 10 game Home and Away Schedule: Top 3 from each Pool (6), 2 of 4 from the Island and 2 of 4 plus the Host (West Kelowna) from the Interior go to Provincials.

· 
- 11U T1: 6 Team 10 Game Home and Away Schedule: Top 5 from the Lower Mainland, 2 of 2 from the Island, 1 of 2 plus the Host (COMBA) from the Interior and 1 of 1 from the North go to Provincials.

· Thanks to Mike Kelly for stepping up to Direct the AA tournament in Surrey, to Eric Toneff for stepping up to do the T2 in West Kelowna and John Braaten who will coaching and Directing the A in Richmond.

· All of the Host Associations, their representatives and Tournament Directors have received information and sample documents and I've asked for the schedules to be posted to the Web Site.

· 
As usual this division struggles to get their teams, coaching and details together at this time of year but for Associations with no contact (coaches) information received to date I used their Association Presidents which was very helpful in getting the ball rolling in places. 

· There has been a lot of pressure from some of the middle sized Associations in regards to putting a AA team on the field due to our present rules, I'm going to put together a working paper for the September workshops in this regard and hope to bring some solutions to the AGM.

· 
We're still getting team contact information and are expecting Rosters and NCCP transcripts on or before July 1.

10.  New Business

10.1  Salt Spring Island
MOTION:  P. Weatherill / E. Toneff
Motion to allow Hiatt Grant to play 13U A even though he has not played 50% of the spring season thus allowing Salt Spring Island the opportunity of fielding a 13U A team for the Summer of 2016.
                       M/S/C

10.2  North Langley / Cloverdale 13U A
· Cloverdale is fielding AAA / AA / A for summer
· North Langley is fielding AA for summer
· Both Associations have left over players wanting to play
MOTION:  E. Toneff / B. Astorino

Motion to allow North Langley and Cloverdale to merge for the purpose of forming one (1) 13U A team

For the summer.

M/S/C
10.3  Vancouver Minor / Vancouver Community
· Vancouver Community will be playing 13U AAA

· One (1) player does not wish to play at the AAA level

· Request to play down must come from the parents, not an Association
10.4  Surrey / White Rock
· Two (2) players wish to move from 15U AA to 15U single A
MOTION:  T. McGuire / M. Kelly

Motion to allow two (2) players as present be allowed to drop down from 15U AA (White Rock) to 

15U A (Surrey).

M/S/Defeated

Motion was denied as per rule 7.04 – “Any player on a single season roster may drop down to

A or AA level until JUNE 01 of the current playing season. (one level drop only)”

Request was after the June 1 deadline.


	Motion to adjourn:    1:00 pm –P. Weatherill / T. McGuire
Next Board Meeting: Saturday, September 10th – 8:30 am – Location TBA 

Other Important Dates: 

 


