Meet the Candidates
2021 OMGHA Board of Directors Election Slate

Candidates for President
Adam Reiter
I have served as an OMGHA coach and OMGHA board member the past 10 seasons.  My most recent role was President of OMGHA.  I am passionate about OMGHA, growing the game of hockey, and developing the youth of our association.  I have served on the board and coached our teams for the right reasons:  To develop the skill set of our hockey players, give back to our community, create a positive, encouraging and fun atmosphere for our kids to play hockey, and provide leadership to ensure our association flourishes.

As I look forward to the 2021-2023 seasons, I look forward to leading initiatives that will improve OMGHA as an organization.  Specifically: 
1. Growing the OMGHA culture post COVID.  Focus on skill development at all levels, educating new OMGHA families on culture, board members representing our entire membership, returning to pre-covid activities and providing our players and families a positive and inclusive environment focused on the development of our players.
1. Improving OMGHA assets.  Investing in MGCC and working with Maple Grove and Osseo on facility improvement
1. Refocusing on recruitment and the players in our house program
1. Sourcing and recruiting qualified non parent female coaches for our Girls program
1. Serving OMGHA as an advocate and leader delivering on MN Hockey’s Diversity and Inclusion initiatives

	
Candidates for VP of Girls Traveling
Chad Wieneke
I am running for OMGHA’s Vice President of Girls Traveling position.  I have two children who have participated in the association either currently or in the past, my son Jack is on the Maple Grove High School team and my daughter Harper will be a second-year U12. I am passionate about youth hockey and would like to contribute to the continued strength and improvement of OMGHA going forward by ensuring that there is consistent communication, organization and application of our values across the association and more specifically the girls traveling program. 

In regard to my background, I have been involved managing my son’s hockey team from Mites through Peewees, coached my daughter’s teams from U6 through U12, served as OMGHA’s Dryland Coordinator, Peewee Traveling Director and for the past 4 years VP of Girls Traveling, so I have an understanding of the background operations at both the house and travel level.  From a professional standpoint, I work at Medtronic where I manage our Global Clinical Audit function with teams located throughout the US, Europe and Japan.  I believe my professional experience has taught me a great deal about interacting with individuals across cultures in an environment where many individuals and/or groups have their own interests at stake and it is critical to come to decisions that are value-added for the entire organization. 

I would like to see a continued growth within OMGHA from both a participant number and skill progression perspective.  I would like to help build on the foundation that has already been created and continue to establish OMGHA as an association that both players and families can be proud of in regard to how we handle ourselves on and off the ice.  I am an organized and execution-oriented individual who passionate about hockey and I pride myself in being able to contribute to the development of the program and enjoyment of the game for all players.


Candidates for VP of House
Brian Grant
Hi, my Name is Brian Grant, and I am running for the VP of House position.  I have three daughters playing in OMGHA. My oldest is a U15, my middle daughter plays U12 and the youngest plays U10.  While none of my kids will be involved in the house program, I want to continue the steady leadership we have been able to provide on the House Committee.  This will help keep our program consistent and growing like it has over the last handful of years. I was born and raised in Maple Grove and grew up playing hockey in OMGHA.  I started in Supermites as a 2nd grader and played all the way through my senior year in high school on the Jr. Gold A team.  If elected, I look forward to helping continue our strong house program.  I also want to ensure the continued growth of both the boys and girl’s program.  I will strive to make sure that OMGHA is a place that kids will come and fall in love with the game of hockey just as I did playing in the old bubble that sat were the East Arena sits today.  Thank you for your support.


Candidates for Boys Level Director (choose 3)
Lucas Ahlberg
Hello, my name is Lucas Ahlberg.  I am asking for your vote because I feel I will bring a tremendous amount of experience, fresh perspective, and new ideas to the board.  As a player, I participated in youth hockey, two years of Junior hockey, and four years of division III college hockey.  I have been an on-ice official for 16 years which has given me deep insight into the do’s and don’ts of what makes a successful team, coach, and association.  I have volunteered my time with OMGHA as a head coach for the last 7 years with both the boys’ and girls’ programs and have also been a tryout evaluator.  My goal is to develop athletes at ALL levels of OMGHA.  This starts by giving B/C players the same experience as our top teams with excellent coaching and support… starting with transparency and honesty throughout the entire process of try-outs and ending with high expectations for all participants at all levels, players, and coaches. I am applying for a squirt level position, where none of my children will be playing to ensure there is no conflict of interest and to try to effect change at the youngest levels to hopefully impact kids’ trajectory in their future.  

Ryan Campbell
Hi OMGHA Members, my name is Ryan Campbell and I am asking for your vote for the OMGHA Board. After 8 years of coaching teams in OMGHA, I have on- and off-ice experience that I believe make me the right person for a Squirt Director position. It is at that level I believe I can have the most impact on developing successful athletes and individuals from a young age, helping them find the passion for the great game of hockey and setting the foundation for continued success in Peewees, Bantams and beyond. I understand that for many, the first year of traveling hockey can be overwhelming coming into the season. As a Squirt Director I will work to effectively communicate with parents of incoming squirts leading into the season to ensure comfort with a process that is entirely new to first time travel families. I will work to create the tools and resources for continued coach development and strive to provide support to coaches at all levels to maximize player development. I appreciate your support and look forward to continued growth of OMGHA at all levels.  


Rich Dean
I have now been on the board for the past 4 years. I have learned a ton over the 4 years around how to best put our kids and coaches in the best situation to succeed. I have been able to adjust over the past few years and adapted to the feedback from our members around our model. I have the utmost respect for those who have volunteered countless hours all with the same goal of making it a great experience for all involved. I feel my background in sports, both from an athlete and coaching perspective can add value to where we continue to go. I would be honored to have the opportunity to continue supporting on the board.  
 

Candidates for Girls Level Director (choose 1)
Mike Hueller
I have served 2 years as the U15 Director and the past year as the U12 Director and am excited for the opportunity to serve again to continue to provide the best experience for the youth of our association.  My wife Stacie and I have been involved with the association for the past 6 years with both of our girls.  Lexi (11) has played for the past 8 years and will be a second year U15.  Annika (9) also played hockey for 3 years through Girl Mites.  I have also served as an assistant or a head coach from Mini Mites to U12. As the U12 Director I will continue to ensure that we continue to provide excellent opportunities that develop hockey skills and life lessons at all levels.


Candidates for Asst. ACE Coordinator / Coaching Director
Andy Hedlund
I grew up in Maple Grove.   I played in OMGHA the entire way through my youth hockey.   I wasn’t a stand out, and barely made the high school team.  I was a late bloomer and was fortunate enough to get a scholarship to play D1 hockey at one of the great hockey programs in the country.  I had a 12 year pro career.   This role is time consuming.  It requires me to confront unique situations and personalities.  I know this is an important role and I’d like to continue it, as I think I’ve just started to improve in it after 2 years of figuring out what to do.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Candidates for Mite Director
Jason Rogowski
[bookmark: _GoBack]When my oldest son decided to play mini-mites, I signed up to coach simply because I played hockey and figured I could help in some small way.  Over the last 6 years, participating in OMGHA has grown to be a much more meaningful part of my family’s life than I originally thought.  I find coaching rewarding because you see instant results as kids learn new skills and develop as players.  Being on the board is another positive opportunity to pass experience on to other coaches and parents, to help further player development.  My kids participate in other sports, and I always find myself wishing they used the time on field as efficiently and effectively as we do in OMGHA.  I’d like to continue to be a part of this organization and positively impact more of these players.

Candidates for District 3 Representative
Steve Fischer
Over the past two years, I have enjoyed being a part of the Board and giving back in a different role other than coaching. I have learned a lot and hope to help the Board and the Association for years to come. 


