GIRLS HOCKEY 
“SNAP SHOTS”

[image: ]Girls high school hockey in Minnesota continues to lead the nation in the number of players participating at nearly all levels of hockey across the country including youth, high school, collegiate and on the international stage. Most recently seven Minnesota players represented the U.S. at the IIHF 18U World Championships held in Madison, WI recently. That team earned a silver medal losing to Team Canada in the championship game. While the number and quality of the players produced in Minnesota is strong, we still believe there is room for growth in the game for players to become officials, coaches, and administrators at the highest levels of hockey. We believe our mission statement clearly defines those objectives. 

"The purpose of the Minnesota Girls Hockey Coaches Association shall be to promote the welfare of girls high school team coaches and high school girl athletes and their participation in hockey as players, officials, coaches and administrators. The association will promote and administer development programs in order to increase participation in girls' high school hockey in the state of Minnesota and to promote those players wishing to play collegiate hockey. The MGHCA shall provide resources and continuing education for all high school coaches. The MGHCA will also promote sportsmanship and comradeship among all high school coaches throughout Minnesota."

There are issues that continue to be problematic for not just our sport but for others as well. So far since the end of the MSHSL girls high school hockey season, we have lost two more hockey programs to cooperatives that were formed because of low numbers at the high school level. And unfortunately we may be on the verge of losing another storied program to the socio and economic changes in the attendance area of that school. Since a peak of 127 girls high school hockey programs not that long ago, right now we are looking at 112 programs for the 2022-23 season and perhaps even less than that. This is an alarming trend that will take the effort of many people to reverse and repair so we can keep and enhance our status among other hockey playing areas around the country.

Maybe even more alarming is the number of head coaching changes that we have been seeing from year to year. As of the writing of this article, 26 head coaching changes will or have occurred for next season. As a coach with many years of experience, I believe the number one attribute to a successful high school program is consistent leadership of the program. I have communicated with several of the coaches leaving their teams asking them why they are leaving and again the message seems to be undue parental pressure and expectations. While we all know not all personalities are going to be exist without some disagreement about how things are done or how many wins a team had during the season. Our focus as coaches should remain to give our players the tools to operate successfully as young adults once they leave our programs, give them the confidence to perform at their highest level of each one’s ability while participating in the sport we all love. With that being said, the MGHCA Mentoring Committee will proactively seeking out new or less experienced coaches to assist those coaches as they continue on their coaching journey. Look for more info early in the fall on our mentoring initiatives. 
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25TH ANNIVERSARY SENIOR CLASSIC
One of the premier events held each year for our high school athletes is the Senior Classic All-Star series. This coming March we will be celebrating the 25th anniversary of the event. This tournament gives the top 136 seniors the opportunity to compete against one another with their section team. There will be a couple of new activities added this year. We will be inviting players back from past years to participate in the first ever Senior Classic Alumni Game. This should be a treat for not only fans but also for the participants as well. There will be a player social, door prize giveaways and limited edition event apparel available for purchase. Stay tuned for more info!!!!

MGHCA FALL CLINIC & AWARDS LUNCHEON
The MGHCA will once again be hosting a FREE clinic this coming fall. The clinic is tentatively set for October 7th and 8th with the location yet to be determined. The importance of attending the fall clinic can not be stressed enough. It is an opportunity for coaches to meet one another, learn from one another and enjoy company of others who share your passion for the game. As soon as more information becomes available, we will make sure it gets disseminated to our member coaches (head and assistants). 

MSHSCA MEMBERSHIP
We encourage all high school coaches to become members of the MSHSCA (and thereby members of the MGHCA) at their earliest convenience once the new link for 2022-23 membership becomes available. The liability insurance that coaches receive as part of their membership alone is worth becoming a member. As a reminder, Head coaches must be members to assure your team qualifies for any team awards or players qualify for any individual awards. All coaches must be members to be considered for post season coaching honors.

Have a great summer!

Submitted by Tim Morris, Executive Director, MGHCA       www.MGHCA.com
Execdirector.MGHCA@outlook.com
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