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BPBL Managers & Coaches Guide

This guide has been written with the input from multiple volunteer coaches and volunteer staff members of the
BPBL. This is not an all-encompassing guide to running your team or to be taken as a must follow memorandum. The
guidelines within are mainly to help assist new managers, veteran managers, and coaches navigate their season
within BPBL. The information within can and will be edited to adjust for changes within the league and the city of
Brentwood, CA. Please use this guide to find information about tentative dates for the spring and fall seasons,
tentative dates for board meetings, and other useful information for all managers and coaches within BPBL.
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Important Events

This section contains information on the different milestones of the baseball season.

Values

For the kids, because of the kids, for the love of the game.

No one will remember the year a U10 team won 12 straight games. The kids WILL remember how their
manager/coach conducted themselves on the field of play. Please remember, we are here to teach the game of
baseball, build fundamental skills, and ensure every player has fun.

Important Events:

Spring Tryouts/Evaluations (Pinto Jr - Pony) - Usually held Early February. It is expected that ALL
Managers & Coaches attend the Evaluations without exception (for extenuating circumstances, please
contact your division commissioner). This is where you will meet the division commissioner for the first
time along with a managers/coaches meeting, to discuss any issues or rules for that season that might need
addressing. This could also be the day that your baseball equipment is to be picked up.
= The Colt Division’s Evaluation is held following High School tryouts, so those players have
the chance to make the High School team; if they do not, they will make a team in BPBL.

o Tip: Have each manager/coach make their own evaluations on each player. Then hold a team
meeting to discuss the evaluations of those players and your proposed draft list. Watch for hitting,
pitching, and catching fundamentals. Most of the kids will be VERY rusty after not playing, at all, for
a few months. Rate them on their potential, hustle and attitudes.

o Tip: Bring a chair, writing supplies, warm clothes, food/drink and enjoy yourself. These kids are
very nervous so look for potential and attitude.

Draft Day (Pinto Jr - Pony) - Held days following Tryouts (usually). Each Division will be given a draft time,
at the BPBL office. It is expected that ALL Managers and their ONE (1) coach attend the draft without
exception (for extenuating circumstances, please contact your division commissioner). BPBL Draft Rules can

be found on the BPBL website and must be reviewed by all Managers & Coaches prior to draft day. Manager
and Coach ID Pictures will be requested and keys/codes will likely be issued on this day (see Volunteer
Badges Section for more information)

o It'simportant to make good draft choices for the success of your team as opposed to drafting to be
with friends. Most players wish to be competitive, and have a team that can compete. Drafting
because of friendships or other reasons, besides skillset, reduces the chance for leveled, and skilled
teams within a division. This can make the divisions very one sided (e.g. one team wins 16 games
and another loses 16)

o IMPORTANT: The Manager (or Manager & Coach, if a coach has been designated) of a team must
have completed their concussion training by their division’s draft time or the team will forfeit their
1st round draft pick.

o Teams usually select practice fields at this event for the 2 weeks following Draft

Coaches Clinic (Shetland - Pony) - Held in February. ALL Managers & Coaches must attend the ‘Coaches
Clinic’ without exception the instructors will show best practice routines for hitting, throwing, pitching,
planning a practice, dealing with player issues and other very important information.

o Teams will receive their season game balls on this date - if your team does not attend, you will not
receive your game balls.
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¢ Field Preparation Day (Shetland - Pony) - Early March - We ask that every Manager/Coach request as
many volunteers as possible to assist with Field Prep day. On this day, chosen by the Division
Commissioner, the volunteers will prepare the baseball field for the season’s games. Including, but not
limited to: Nail dragging the fields, re-planting base pegs, cutting and edging the infield grass lines, repairing
fences/dugouts, and general maintenance of the fields of play.

o Ifyou have access to any ATVs or Tractors - Let your Division Commissioner know; use of heavy
equipment can reduce the amount of labor needed.
o Please bring wheel barrows, shovels, rakes, weed eaters, hammers, and edgers if you can.

e Umpires Clinic - Held Late Feb/Early March - This is where the League Umpires (ages 13-99) are trained
by seasoned, professional, umpires from the Contra Costa Umpires Association. They are taught the
mechanics, rules, and proper etiquette of officiating a baseball game.

o We invite all managers and coaches to attend and learn what our umpires are being taught and to
jump in and be trained themselves to Umpire some games during the season.
The BPBL pays each umpire a per-game fee.
Finding quality prospects to become Umpires is very difficult - please respect all Umpires and their
final decisions - When a coach or manager creates an unpleasant environment for the umpires, who
then choose to not return, it hurts the players and the league.

e Jamboree (Shetland - Pony) -March - The Jamboree is a scrimmage day for fun. Each team will play a
scrimmage game. The Jamboree is designed to help teams get into the swing of the season and work out any
kinks. For some kids, these games will be their first “official” baseball game. There are usually no umpires*
for these game and we ask the pitching (defensive) team’s manager or coach to call balls and strikes from
behind the mound (depending on the division).

o *Some Umpires may show up to these games to get some practice in before the season - they are
being trained and evaluated by senior umpires during this time.
o NOTE: A New Jamboree format is being considered so this section may change.

e Spring Season (Shetland - Pony) - End of March/early April - 16 games will be scheduled for your team.
Usually there will be one game during the week, and one game on Saturday. Rain-outs and makeup games
are often scheduled on the following Friday on available fields. Your schedules are made via a computer
program, then the commissioner reviews them for accuracy. There could be errors with the amount of
Home/Away games, time slots, dates - if you find an issue with the schedule, please inform your Division

commissioner, he/she will make every effort to fix the issues if possible.

e Picture Day (Shetland - Pony) - Early May - You will receive your picture pamphlets when you receive
your uniforms and picture schedules will be emailed to you by the end of March. Parents can order pictures
online to make it very fast and easy.

o TIP: Have your team arrive for pictures 30 minutes before your scheduled time - you will have
players new to the area and may be unfamiliar with the picture location.

o Each Manager is given two ‘buddy picture’ forms to be used for any type of photo you want
(Manager/Son, Coaches/Kids, Funny Team picture, etc...)

¢ Playoffs & Championship (Pinto Jr - Pony) - Held end of May and Early June - Divisions with fewer than 8
teams will have a single elimination playoff. Seeds will be determined by the results of the regular season.
Divisions with more than 8 teams will be broken in half and will become Gold and Silver brackets. Silver
teams being the lower half in standings at the end of the regular season. The Gold/Silver brackets will play
each other for the Champions of their brackets.

o During playoff games if there is a protest, the Division Commissioner should be made aware
immediately by phone. If the Division Commissioner is not available contact the Director of
Managers & Coaches.
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o Playoff games will not end in a Tie, games must be completed. Games suspended by lack of light will
be resumed at the next available opportunity.

e In-House Travel All-Stars (Pinto - Colt) - Tryouts in Early May or TBD - Your division Commissioner will
communicate when and if there is going to be an In-House Travel All-star tryout for your division. The
players/Coaches that are selected for this team will be playing in a Memorial Day tournament and possibly
in the Pony World Series.

o Important: Any Ejection from a game during the current season will disqualify the Manager or
Coach from being awarded the privilege of coaching/managing a Travel All-Star Team.

o Thisisavery large commitment and players, parents, and coaches should be aware that making
this team could mean playing for the entire summer.

o Additional fees are required to play on the In-House Travel All-Star team (e.g. uniforms,
tournament fees, equipment, etc.).

o Coach/ Manager Eligibility: The Division commissioner will be the default Manager for the In-
House Travel All-Star team. If he/she wishes to decline the privilege the BoD will vote to nominate
a manager based off of interested candidates from that division. Candidates must be in good
standing of the league, and be eligible to coach for that season of play.

e In-House All-Stars (Shetland - Pony) - Saturday following Championship games - Our In-house all-star
program is designed to reward the players who played hard all season, but might not have been the caliber
to make the travel all-star team. 3 teams are formed in every division (excluding the players that made an
in-house travel all-star team).

o Important: Any Ejection from a game during the current season will disqualify the Manager or
Coach from being awarded the privilege of coaching/managing an All-Star Team.
o Tips for picking In-house All-stars
*  You can have your team vote to see who makes the team, or your coaches can pick, or you
can make the selection process how you best see fit.
= Division Commissioners will reach out to seek volunteers for the Coaching positions
= Playing rules are usually one level above that of regular season play (M10 All-Stars would
play under Bronco Rules, Pinto Jr would play Pinto Rules, etc.)

o Fall-Ball (Shetland - Pony) -Begins in August - Registration will open at the conclusion of the spring
regular season - Games begin in August and are only on Sundays. Coaches may hold practices, but it is not
mandatory. Games are on a reduced time schedule and are focused to be more instructional and
developmental than the regular spring season. Coaches call balls and strikes from behind the mound.
Coaches will often call time, fix a player, execute the same play again and use it as a teaching moment for all
players on the field. Batters that are struggling may be given more pitches, or be sent to first base to work
on base running. Coaches should work together with both team’s education and development in mind
during the Fall Ball season. Scores are not reported and there are no standings.
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Volunteer Identification Badges

This section contains information on the staff identification badges implemented in spring of 2019.

Values

For the kids, because of the kids, for the love of the game.

No one will remember the year a U10 team won 12 straight games. The kids WILL remember how their
manager/coach conducted themselves on the field of play. Please remember, we are here to teach the game of

baseball

, build fundamental skills, and ensure every player has fun.

Volunt

eer |Identification Badges:

In an effort to ensure the safety of the children of our league, the BPBL board has elected to require badges on all
volunteers that are working with children on the field of play. Every member of a team’s staff will have a national
background check completed and concussion training proof prior to being issued a badge allowing them access to

the base

ball field and dugouts. Managers and Coaches (and team parent if in the dugout) must display their badge at

all times and show the Umpire-In-Charge (UIC) at the plate meeting. There will be no exceptions to the prerequisites
and requirement to have the badge on display and at the games.

Any adult that does not have a BPBL badge will not be allowed on the field or in the dugouts. There are no
exceptions. This includes base coaches, dugout coaches, Team Parent/Dugout helpers, or any other adult in
any capacity during the game.

All badged staff members will be required to have a back ground check on file and have completed their
concussion protocol training. Visit www.nfhslearn.com - Create a profile, then complete the "Concussion in
Sports" lesson. Please print and retain a copy of the certificate (Digital is even better, saved on your phone)
A Team Parent or Dugout assistant must have a badge if helping in the Dugout during a game.

Teams will be allowed 4 staff members to have badges. Additional coaches and helpers are allowed but only
those granted access on game fields will have badges. (The 4 badges are for: Manager, Coach, Assistant
Coach, and Dugout Assistant)

Practice Assistants are not required to have a badge and may help at practices as the team Manager sees fit.
If a staff member forgets their badge, they will need to leave the field to obtain the badge and show the UIC
on their return.

Lost badges will require replacement; contact your Division Commissioner or the Board of Directors to
acquire a replacement badge (Replacement fee may be required).

For teams and Managers that do not know who their coaches will be at the time of the draft/evaluations/coaches

clinic; th

e Board will specify a day when those new coaches, team parents, dugout assistants, etc... can get their

badges. This day will be before the Jamboree but no later than opening day.

Scorekeepers will not be required to obtain a badge unless they are doubling as a dugout assistant. For
Scorekeepers that only visit dugouts for information there is no requirement to be badged.
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Practices and Field Usage

This section contains information on practices and field use, city field information, school field information and
other information related to non-sanctioned play.

Values

For the kids, because of the kids, for the love of the game.

No one will remember the year a U10 team won 12 straight games. The kids WILL remember how their
manager/coach conducted themselves on the field of play. Please remember, we are here to teach the game of
baseball, build fundamental skills, and ensure every player has fun.

Practice Locations:

e (City Baseball Diamonds:

@)

o

o

During the first couple weeks following the Draft. Managers will have the opportunity to schedule
practices on baseball fields that the league contracted through the schools and the city of
Brentwood. The division commissioners will ask you to sign up, in reverse draft order, for your
field assignments.
There are not enough baseball fields in the city of Brentwood for us to have fields for every team in
the league to hold practices
= Most baseball fields are first come/first served. However, there are other leagues that use
the same fields and may have rented the fields. We must concede to these reservations.
Remember to lock up ALL equipment from the field in the containers provided.
= Teachyour players to respect their fields - have them assist you with field prep, returning
bases to the containers, have 4 or more players help bring the mounds back to the lock-up
area, have them spray the field with water if available. Teaching them to respect the fields
will save you and others a lot of time.
Leave all baseball fields in a better condition than you found them

e (City Park Fields/Open Spaces:

@)

o

The open fields around the Brentwood area are usually first come/first served.
=  However, there are other leagues (Soccer/Football/Lacrosse) that use the same fields and
may have rented the fields. We must concede to these reservations.
Holding practices in open fields are a great way to get some good practices in without needing a
diamond and it’s usually easier to obtain an open field than find a diamond not in use.

e School Fields:

o

January 3, 2019

School fields are owned and managed by the School Board. They have certain rules that we have to
follow.

= No Dogs or Pets allowed at ANY school field. (Service Animals OK)
Water usage at schools fields is available for most, but they will often shut the water down not
knowing we are using it. Please ask your division commissioner to contact the maintenance
department at the school if your field’s water isn’t working.
Please follow all parking regulations and restrictions - Inform your team’s parents/families of any
rules and regulations the schools have posted.
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e Batting Cages:
o There are local in-door sport facilities that have batting cages for all ages.
o These indoor facilities are great for rainy day practices or getting extra hitting time in quickly.
o All costs for the use of those facilities is the responsibility of the team, not BPBL.

Practice Tips:

e During the Pre-season it’s best to schedule 2-3 practices a week depending on your division and the interest
level of your team.

o Suggestions: Set up stations for your earlier pre-season practices and ask parents (moms, dads,
sisters, grandpas, etc.) to assist at each station. Show each assistant what you're expecting the
players to do, in each station, and then watch over all the stations. Keeping every player involved as
much as possible will help them get more out of each practice. They will retain more of the skills
your stations have taught them. Set time limits on each station then rotate the players through.

o Suggestions: Closer to the beginning of the season you may want to begin scheduling some
scrimmages against other teams in your division. This is a great way for your players to gain
exposure to game time situations and the feeling of the game tempo. Your division Commissioner
will be happy to share the contact information of other Manager/Coaches in your division so you
can begin the dialog.

o Suggestions: Make drills that add competition within your team. Have them compete; who can hit
the ball more times without missing a pitch or throw a ball to hit the bucket at 2nd base. Anyway to
get the kids competing and not dreading a drill will benefit you and the team!

e Regular Season Practices:

o We suggest at least 1 practice during the week while games are scheduled. This way you can work
on any skills gaps or issues that your team is showing during the games. You're welcome to hold
more if your team wants to.

= It's still best practice to utilize the drills stations and situational practice models during the
season.

* Don't have your players focused on watching pitches for balls, have them swing the bat and
try to get any ball in play they think they can hit.

= Use practices to build confidence and comfortability with their new skills.
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Coaching & Managing - What to expect

Often Coaches and Managers are volunteers that only know what they’ve seen from other volunteer

coaches/managers from their glory days. A lot has changed over the last 10-15 years in regards to generational

differences, coaching philosophies, and game tempo. While BPBL will never come out and tell a Manager or Coach a

specific way to run their team; we will lay out guidelines and expectations below.

Make Baseball FUN Again:

There has been a steep drop off across the nation of youth baseball players - this is impart to more access to other
sports, but also has to do with playing time and the FUN factor. A lot of baseball coaches have their players come to
practice and drill, drill, drill them - straight to games - then back to drill, drill, drill. This team you’re running is not a
competition team - they are a recreational youth baseball team. The players have signed up to play to learn the
game and have FUN. Keep your practices and games FUN - but also focus on baseball lessons. Teach your players to
love the game and they will begin to want to get better!

e Howdol get started:

@)

When you first decide to manage a team you will have a LOT of questions. We will not be able to
answer them all here. Please reach out to your division commissioners for any questions or tips.

If you're just starting out and do not have coaches to help, don’t worry! You’'ll draft a team and ask
for assistance of the parents on your team. There are usually plenty of people willing to help coach
your team, but they didn’t have the time to manage the team.

As a manager, you are allowed to have 1 coach at the draft that will automatically be placed on your
team. If you have a player (your child) and your designated coach has a player (their child); both of
those players will automatically be placed on your team during the draft. (Your designated coach
must be annotated to the division commissioner prior to the Evaluation day.)

o Coach the Player, don’t chastise them:

@)

We've all seen, or heard, that one coach that just screams at his or her players every time they do
something wrong. How would you like it if your boss was yelling and micro managing across the
office at you for every email you're about to send out, every copy you're going to make, every
reaction you have at work? It would make you really upset and nervous to make a mistake! Be a
coach - explain the why - help them, help themselves get better. Screaming at a youth baseball
player not only makes them uncomfortable, but it makes you look like someone that’s out of touch
with reality.

o Parents - The good, the bad, the OMG:

@)
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Youth baseball parents come in all types - We could write an entire book on the subject. You're

going to have up to 12 families looking to you for guidance. In a later section we cover holding a

meeting with parents and setting expectations.

* How to address parents that are making a negative impact on the team:
e Ifyou have a parent that is making a negative impact during games or practices.

Ask the parent to stay after one day and have a respectful conversation with them.
Often, they do not realize they are having that impact. There will be times that a
parent won't agree - that's OK. They’'ve been notified about your observation and
that is step one.
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If the negative behavior continues, loop in the division commissioner. He or She
can review the situation with you and notify the BoD if necessary.

= Attendance Issues:

Unfortunately, attendance issues do happen from time to time. As Coaches and
Managers, we want to be fair to the players that attend all games and practices -
and we want to penalize the players that don’t show up all the time. It’s usually not
the player’s fault. Have a conversation with the parents; find out if there is
anything the team can do to help the attendance issue (Car pool, changing dates,
etc.). Often just asking that will jump start the parents into getting their player to
the practices/games on time.

= Playing time:

Most parents see their player as the Baseball God’s gift to the diamond. We know
that’s not always the truth. However, playing time is a real factor. Ensure you keep
up with the playing time rules set forth in the BPBL In-House rule book. Keep track
of playing time and positions on a spreadsheet or in a book. Do your best to make
sure you're being as fair as possible with positions, playing time and batting
orders while keeping safety, team moral, and FUN in mind.
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Inclement Weather Information

This section contains information pertaining to best practices with inclement weather, steps to be taken during
games with inclement weather, and important information.

Values

For the kids, because of the kids, for the love of the game.

No one will remember the year your U9 team won 12 straight games. The kids WILL remember how their
manager/coach conducted themselves on the field of play. Please remember, we are here to teach the game of
baseball, build fundamental skills, and ensure every player has fun.

Rain:

e Rain during or before a game:
o Ifthe forecast is calling for rain - your division commissioner will keep all Managers updated on
field closures.
o Ifthe Division Commissioner does not cancel the game for the day, you are to assume the game is to
be played.
o  We will continue play in light to medium rain depending on field conditions and safety conditions.
Prior to the game - A decision to not play must be requested by both Managers to the Division
Commissioner.
o Once a game begins - calling the game due to rain is up to the Umpire-In-Charge (UIC) not the
managers/Coaches.
e Do notuse a baseball field if there is standing water on the field.
o Use of quick dry is allowed for small puddles on certain fields (if available)
o Do not use Kitty-litter to dry the fields

Lightning:

e Please use your best judgement when lightning is present:
o IfLightning is present during a game - all play must stop and players/coaches must leave the
playing field and seek shelter.
o Play is not to resume until the UIC has not heard or seen lightning for 30 minutes.

Heat:

e Please use your best judgement when temperatures are high:
o Ensure that all your players have ample amounts of water
o Any one showing signs of heat illness should be removed from the field immediately
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Pre-Season Tips

This section contains information pertaining to best practices with pre-season routines. Holding a team meeting,
setting parental expectations & player expectations, and laying the ground work for good communication
throughout the season.

Values

For the kids, because of the kids, for the love of the game.

No one will remember the year your U8 team won 12 straight games. The kids WILL remember how their
manager/coach conducted themselves on the field of play. Please remember, we are here to teach the game of
baseball, build fundamental skills, and ensure every player has fun.

Pre-Season Tips:

e Team Parent Meeting

o It'sagood idea to hold a parents meeting to set expectations for the entire season as early as
possible. Some coaches hold that meeting after the first practice while everyone is still around to
pick up their players.

= Practice schedules, No coaching from the bleachers, volunteers to help with tasks,
equipment the players might need, safety concerns, uniform expectations, rules for the
team etc.....

= Players - play, Coaches - coach, Umpires - umpire, and Parents - support. Everyone has
one job...

* Remind the parents to not critique their child’s game on the ride home, they were there -
they know how it went - make sure they tell them they were proud to watch them play and
leave the coaching and critiques to the coaches.

o Make sure parents and players understand the consequences of inappropriate behavior at games.

o Additional fees for ancillary costs:

= A good majority of teams have a team parent or a coach that handles collecting of
additional monies for ancillary costs of the teams. These costs include: Screen printing of
names and numbers on the jerseys, Awards/trophies for post season, buckets +
organization items for the dugouts. Most of which are optional, but make the season much
easier to manage.

o Find a Score Keeper - Ask for any parents that might know how to keep a score book. If you do not
have any that know how to do a book, ask for volunteers to get trained at the score keeper clinic.

e Team Meeting (players)

o Make sure you set your expectations with your players early in the pre-season routine. Now this
conversation may have to differ with the different age groups, but the message should always be
the same: There are the expectations that players are expected to match.

= Je: Uniform expectations, hustling, attention during practices and games, taking care of
your fields, explaining the rules of the division they are now in, any pitching changes in
those rules, how you deal with discipline and any other information you feel your players
need.
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e TeamSnap and other Apps:

o There are web programs like “TeamSnap” that can make planning and scheduling your
games/practices very easy. TeamSnap has the ability to let parents inform the coaches if a player
will be attending a game or not. A simple email from the parents to the coaches can also suffice.

o TeamSnap also has an App that you can communicate to your entire team, with one touch -if
they’ve downloaded the app on their smartphones.

Pre-Game Routines

This section contains information pertaining to best practices with pre-game routines. How to set up the baseball
field for a game, how to build line up cards, what to expect from your umpires and other important pre-game
information.

Values

For the kids, because of the kids, for the love of the game.

No one will remember the year your U9 team won 12 straight games. The kids WILL remember how their
manager/coach conducted themselves on the field of play. Please remember, we are here to teach the game of
baseball, build fundamental skills, and ensure every player has fun.

Pre-game Prep:

Before all games, a Manager/Coach should have a planned lineup. (Sometimes knowing who will be at each game, on
time, can be a struggle. Make sure that your parents inform you at least a day in advance if a player will not be
attending a game. ) The Home team is responsible for setting up the field before a game, but it is customary for a
coach or team assistant to help from the visiting team so the process is a little faster and both coaches can get back
to pre-game routines.

Field Marking and Preparation:

e There are numerous routines one can follow to getting a field ready for the day’s games. The explanation
below is just a general routine to get you orientated with what is customary.
o Dragging the field:

= All Dirt Infield - Starting at the Pitchers area; begin doing circles with the drag until the
entire field has been dragged and is smooth. Run directly over any base plugs, you'll find
them later. Don’t get too close to the lip of the grass. Use a rake to pull dirt away from the
grass lips so the fields do not gain a “hump” on the grass lip.

= Grass Infield - Drag in linear format across the dirt areas, but don’t get too close to the lip
of the grass. Use a rake to pull dirt away from the grass lips so the fields do not gain a
“hump” on the grass lip.

o Watering the field:

» Some fields have access to water and a hose in the box. If your field has water, spraying the
field after you've dragged the infield will greatly improve the way the balls travel on the
ground, reduce the amount of dust and clouding, and improve the overall play of the game.
If you have access to water but no hose, please reach out to your Division Commissioner to
request one.
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o Portable Pitcher’s Mounds:
=  Place the pitcher’s mound in the center of the infield.

e Measure the distance from the tip/point of home plate to the plate side of the
pitcher’s plate/rubber. Proper distances are listed in the Pony Rule book.

e Ensure the rubber is plumb to home plate and centered properly by standing
behind home plate and looking towards 274 base. The middle of the rubber should
be directly between Home and 2nd Base.

o Place the bases:
= Place the bases in their pegs and put the plug in the box

e Ifyour field does not have pegs for the bases, contact your Division Commissioner
to have them replaced or found via metal detector.

¢ You may have to measure the proper distance and dig a hole for the base until the
plug can be repaired.

o Lining the Field:
= Batter’s Boxes are 4’ by 6’ for all levels.

3o
N

70"

4'0" /i\\ 4'0"

8 lﬂ“

43"

o Imagel

Make sure the inside line for the batter’s box is 6” from the Plate. It is easier if you use a
Batter’s box stencil, if your division doesn’t have one; using a rake handle to get a straight
line imprint in the dirt will help you trace a good line. Apply Chalk with the Chalker over
your stenciled lines and ensure they are angled properly. If not, some Umpires will request
they be re-done.

= Take the marking twine and nail/compress/hold it at the tip of home plate. Extend the
twine down the base line (you can do 1st or 2nd base line) all the way to the grass lip. Line
up the twine on the foul side of each base line. The twine should be straight off the edge of
the angle on home plate, down to the base, and all the way down to the foul pole (or grass
line if the field has no foul pole).
e TIP: Only put enough Chalk in the Chalker to do one game. Too much Chalk creates
a mess, and it will clump up in the Chalker if left in too long.
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= Use the Chalker to chalk directly on the twine, all the way down to the grass lip but not
within the inside of the batter’s boxes. Remember, all of 15t and 3td base should be in fair
territory on the foul line.
e TIP: Coaches boxes, Runner’s lanes and Catcher’s boxes are not mandatory but are
nice to have.
= Before returning the Chalker to the box, make two circles near the dugouts for on-deck
circles.

Lineups and Plate meeting:

Give a copy of your lineup to the opposing team’s Manager or Score Keeper as soon as you can. They should
also give you a lineup card to fill in your score book.

The Umpires will hold a plate meeting about 10 minutes prior to the game. This is where you can ask any
rules questions, cover any “ground rules” for the specific field, and discuss any matters that are important to
the day’s game with the officials.

o Important: Learn the Umpire’s names, write them in your score book. They are the officials for
today’s game - They are to be treated as such. Only Managers may request a meeting with the
Umpire(s) once the game begins. If you feel the Umpire(s) have made an incorrect call - request
time and the Manager may approach the Umpire. The Umpires have the final say on all judgement
calls; if the call doesn’t go your way and you feel the interpretation of the rule is incorrect, inform
the UIC that you wish to protest the game and then let it go. Any Manager, Coach, Fan or Player that
is reported to be harassing or badgering an Umpire will face harsh disciplinary action if found
guilty by the Board of Directors (BoD).

o Important: Any Manager, Coach, Player or Badged Staff member that is ejected from a game, will
be suspended from the next scheduled game. A review from the Disciplinary Committee will take
place and any additional penalties will be accessed.

Begin play at the proposed game time and request the official start time from the UIC. Document the start
time in the scorebook.

Things to keep in mind:

Runner for the Catcher: If your catcher is on base and there are two (2) outs - ask for a courtesy runner to
speed up the game. At the younger ages, it takes them a long time to get the gear on. At the older ages, it
gives them a chance to catch their breath and get ready for the next inning.

Use your “Timeouts” wisely: If a manager or coach goes onto the playing field to talk to any player or
players more than once (twice in Pinto) in a half inning, while the same player is pitching, a pitching change
shall be made. The only exceptions to this rule shall be in case of injury, or if time is called by the opposing
team or by an umpire. Conversely; Umpires shall not permit more than one offensive time out in each inning
to allow a manager or coach to talk with a batter.
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Rules Information:

This section contains information pertaining to rules and misconceptions of rules.

Values

For the kids, because of the kids, for the love of the game.

No one will remember the year a U13 team won 12 straight games. The kids WILL remember how their
manager/coach conducted themselves on the field of play. Please remember, we are here to teach the game of
baseball, build fundamental skills, and ensure every player has fun.

Brentwood Pony In-House Rules:

o BPBL follows the Pony National Rules except for those annotated in the BPBL In-House rule book found on
our web page. Please familiarize yourself, your assistant coaches, and team of all Division specific rules.
o Rules can be changed by the BoD. If you feel a rule needs clarification, changes, or to be addressed -
please inform your Division Commissioner.
e Umpires have the final say:
o Don’tbe fooled, Umpires are human. They will, at times, interpret a rule incorrectly - at the lower
levels of Pony play the umpires are ages 13-17; The League will NOT tolerate arguing with any
Umpire on a rule interpretation, judgement call, or any other matter. The Umpires have the final
say in all matters PERIOD. If you feel a rule was interpreted incorrectly - file a protest with the UIC.
The BoD will review the protest and make any corrections necessary.
o Important: Any Ejection from a game during the current season will disqualify the Manager or
Coach from being awarded the privilege of coaching/managing a Travel All-Star Team and In-house
All-Star Team.

Rule Misconceptions:

¢ Inthe table below we debunk a long list of rules myths. We present the myth, then we explain what the facts
are. Finally, we give you the rules reference so you can look it up and see for yourself.

The Myth The Facts Rule Ref

The hands are not part of the bat; they are part of the

batter. If a pitched ball hits the batter's hands while ule 5.09(a)(6

Definiti
trying to avoid being hit, you have a batter hit-by- eelrrsl;:lons
pitch. The ball is dead and the batter is awarded first .
1 The hands are part of the bat. . L . . Definitions
base. If the batter is swinging at the pitch when hit, touch
you do not have hit-by-pitch. You have a strike. The Definitions
ball is dead, but there is no base award; and, if it's strike (e

strike three, the batter is out.
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https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/5.0.htm#509a6
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#person
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#person
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#touch
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#touch
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#strike
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#strike

When over-running first base, the
batter-runner must veer to the
right into foul territory.

If on a checked swing the batter
breaks his wrists, it's a strike.

If a batted ball hits home plate,
it's a foul ball.

The batter cannot be called out
for interference if he is in the
batter's box.

The ball is dead on a foul-tip.

The batter may not switch
batter's from one batter's box to
the other after two strikes.

The batter-runner may cross first base and veer in
any direction, provided the runner makes no attempt
(not even a feint) to advance to second. After over-
running or over-sliding first base, the runner is
required to return to the base immediately.

A swinging strike is a judgment call. Breaking of the
wrists, passing of the bat barrel over the plate, and
other similar actions are guidelines, not rules.

Home plate is fair territory, as are the foul lines and
first and third bases. A batted ball striking home plate
is like any other batted ball and has no bearing on the
determination of fair or foul.

The batter's box is not a safe haven. Interference is a
judgment call. The key words to interpreting
interference are impede, hinder, confuse or obstruct
can apply in the batter's box as well as outside of it.

A foul-tip is not a foul ball, and the ball is not dead. It
is a live ball strike (strike three, if appropriate), and
all activities of a live ball are available. Be sure you
know the definition of a foul-tip.

The batter may switch from one batter's box to the
other at any time, except when the pitcher is set and
is ready to deliver the pitch.

Nope. Instead, it is the batter who failed to bat at his
proper time in the batting order (the "proper" batter)
who is called out. Any hit, walk, or other advantage

Rule 5.09(b)(4)
Rule

5.09(b)(11)

Definitions

(strike)

Rule 2.01

Definitions (fair
ball

Definitions (foul
ball

6.03(a)(3)

Definitions

(interference)

See also
Batter's
Interference

Definitions (foul

E

Definitions (foul
ball)

Definitions

(strike)

See also Foul

Ball/Foul Tip

Rule 6.03(a)(3)

A batt ho bats out of order i Rule 6.03(b)
arter Who bars out ot orceris gained by the "improper"” batter is nullified and, if on e )

called out out when properly ) ) See also Batting
base, the improper batter is returned to the dugout.

appealed . . ; Out of Order
The next batter due up is the person in the batting
order who follows the proper batter (who was just
called out).
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https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/5.0.htm#509b4
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/5.0.htm#509b11
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/5.0.htm#509b11
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#strike
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#strike
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/2.0.htm#201
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#fairball
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#fairball
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#foul
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#foul
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/6.0.htm#603a3
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#interference
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#interference
http://www.umpirebible.com/index.php/rules-batting/batter-s-interference
http://www.umpirebible.com/index.php/rules-batting/batter-s-interference
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#foultip
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#foultip
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#foul
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#foul
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#strike
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#strike
http://www.umpirebible.com/index.php/rules-batting/foul-ball-foul-tip
http://www.umpirebible.com/index.php/rules-batting/foul-ball-foul-tip
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/6.0.htm#603a3
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/6.0.htm#603b
http://www.umpirebible.com/index.php/rules-batting/2-rules/18-batting-out-of-order
http://www.umpirebible.com/index.php/rules-batting/2-rules/18-batting-out-of-order

11

12

13

14

The batter may not overrun first
base when he gets a base-on-balls

On a third strike not caught, the
batter is out if he fails to
attempt to advance
immediately.

If the batter does not pull the bat
out of the strike zone while in the
bunting position, it's an automatic
strike.

The batter is out if a bunted ball
hits the ground and bounces back
up and hits the bat while the
batter is holding the bat.

The batter is out if his foot
touches the plate.

The batter-runner is always out if
he runs outside the running lane
after a bunted ball.

Rule 7.08(c) simply states that a batter-runner must
immediately return after overrunning first base. It
does not specify how the player became a runner, nor
specify exceptions on that basis. It could be a hit,
walk, error or dropped third strike. Note that to
"overrun" means that the runner's momentum
carries him straight beyond the base after touching it.

This rule varies considerably from rule set to rule set.
In OBR, the batter is out once he leave the dirt area
surrounding home plate. This is a judgment call.
Under high school (NFHS) and Little League rules, the
runner is declared out once he or she enters the
dugout or other dead ball area.

A batter must make an attempt to contact the ball
with the bat (to "offer" at the pitch) for a pitch that is
out of the strike zone to be called a strike. In the bunt
position, a pitch that does not pass through the strike
zone, and which is not offered at, is a called ball. If in
the strike zone, it is a called strike if not offered at, or
a "swinging" strike if offered at whether in the strike
zone or not. The defense may appeal if the plate
umpire calls a ball and the defense believe the ball
was offered at.

Two things here. First off, the bat doesn't hit the ball a
second time; rather, it's that ball that rebounds and
hit the bat. Foul ball. That is, IF the batter is still in
the batter's box. However, if the batter has left the
batter's box and the ball hits the bat (or the batter-
runner, for that matter), then he's out.

Not true. For a batter to be out for an illegally batted
ball, his foot must be on the ground entirely outside
the batter’s box when the ball is struck. It is possible
for the foot to be "in" the batter's box and touching
the plate. Note that the chalk line that defines the
batter's box is considered to be part of the batter's
box. Also note that the rule only applies if the bat
contacts the ball.

Interference on a running-lane violation. only takes
place if there is a throw, and if the runner's position
outside the base path actually interferes with the
baseman's ability to field the throw. Note that the

Rule 5.09(b)(4)

Rule

5.09(b)(11)

5.05(a)(2)

Definitions

(strike)

Rules

5.09(a)(8)
Rule 6.01(a)(2)

Rule 6.03(a)(1)

Rule

5.09(a)(11)

Definitions

(interference)
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https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/5.0.htm#509b4
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/5.0.htm#509b11
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/5.0.htm#509b11
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/5.0.htm#505a2
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#strike
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#strike
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/5.0.htm#509a8
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/5.0.htm#509a8
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/6.0.htm#601a2
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/6.0.htm#603
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/5.0.htm#509a10
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/5.0.htm#509a10
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#interference
https://umpirebible.com/OBR16/Definitions.htm#interference

A runner is out if he slaps hands

or high-fives other players or

15 .
base coach when rounding the

bases.

16 Tie goes to the runner.

On a ball thrown out-of-play the

17
runner gets one-plus-one.

Anytime a coach touches a

18 .
runner, the runner is out.

Runners may not run the bases in

19
reverse order.

20 Aballthatis tipped by the batter
and shoots back sharply over the

catcher's ability to make the throw is not relevant to
the judgment of interference. It is not interference if
the throw is not catchable.

The runner is permitted to step out of the running
lane for the last step or two to first base in order to
touch first base

That's just ridiculous. The issue is coach's
interference, wherein a base coach physically assists
arunning in advancing or retreating. A high-five is
not an assist and is not an infraction. Note, too, that
on a home run the only out that can occur is if one
runner passes another runner on the base path, or if a
runner is called out on appeal for failing to touch a
base.

This is a sandlot rule. In fact, it's the opposite: at first
base or on a force, the runner must beat the ball to the
bag. Furthermore (umpire axiom): "There are no ties
in baseball."

Base awards on overthrows are tricky. Depending on
circumstances, the award is either one base or two
bases (most commonly two), and depending on other
circumstances the award is from the runner's
position at the time of the pitch (TOP) or at the time
of the throw (TOT). The most common scenario is an
overthrow at first base on an infield hit, in which case
the batter-runner gets two base award from TOP,
which puts him on second base. Note that base
awards for overthrows apply to all runners on base.
There is no such thing as a "one-plus-one" rule.

Same issue, basically, as Myth 15. It is not
interference if a coach just touches a runner. The
coach must physically assist the runner for
interference to occur.

Nope. In fact, it's just the opposite. When a runner is
retreating (when retreating to tag up on a caught fly
ball, for example), the runner must retouch the bases
in reverse order.

Foul tip and foul ball are two different things. A foul
tip is a live ball and a strike (including strike three). A
ball that is struck by the batter is a foul tip when and
only when it goes "sharp and direct to the catcher's

See also The
Running Lane

Rule 6.01(a)(8)

Rule 5.06(a)(1)

5.06(b)(4)(G,
H)

See also
Awarding Bases

Rule 6.01(a)(8)

Rule 5.06(b)(1)
Rule 5.09(c)(2)

Definitions (foul
tip)
Definitions (foul
ball
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http://www.umpirebible.com/index.php/rules-base-running/basepath-running-lane
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21

22

23

24

25

catcher's shoulder to the
backstop is called a "foul tip."

A runner may not steal on a foul-
tip.

The runner is always safe
(protected) if touched by a batted
ball while he is touching a base.

Itis a force out when a runner is
called out for not tagging up on a
fly ball.

An appeal on a runner who
missed a base cannot be a force
out.

A runner is out if he runs out of
the baseline to avoid a fielder
who is fielding a batted ball.

glove and is legally caught." Anything else is a foul
ball, which is a dead ball; and is only a strike when
there are fewer than two strikes on a batter.

A foul tip is not a foul ball. A foul tip is a live ball (and
a strike) and runners may advance at their peril. You
must be sure to understand the difference between a
foul ball and a foul tip.

The base does not protect a base runner from being
called out for interference when he is touched by a
batted ball. If the base runner is touched by a batter
fair ball, the runner is out for interference,
irrespective of contact with the base. However, if a
portion of the runner's body that is in foul territory is
touched by a ball in foul territory, it is simply a foul
ball. There is one exception: In the case of an infield
fly, the runner is not out if touched by the ball while
in contact with a base.

Not a force, but an appeal. To successfully appeal, the
defense may tag either the offending runner or
simply tag the base where the offense occurred.
Therefore, if the appeal results in a third out, then any
runs that may have scored on the play (except runs
scored by the offending runner and any runners
following that runner) will count.

Here's the other side of the "appeal play" coin. IF
there is a successful appeal of a runner at a base to
which he was forced, then the successful appeal
results in a force out. Therefore, if the appeal results
in the third out, then no runs score on that play.

Wrong. In fact, a base runner is required to do
whatever is needed to avoid a fielder who is fielding a
batted ball. This is sometimes confused with the rule
that results in the runner being called out if running
more than three feet outside the basepath when
attempting to avoid a tag.

See also Foul

Ball/Foul Tip

Definitions (foul

E

Definitions (foul
ball

Definitions

(strike)

Rule 5.06(c)(6)
Rule 5.09(b)(7)

Definitions

(infield fly)

Rule 5.09(c)

Definitions

(force play)

Rule 5.09(b)(6)
Rule 5.09(c-2)
Definitions
(force play)
See also Proper

Appeals

Rule 6.01(a)(9)
Rule 5.09(b)(1)
See also
Basepath &
Running Lane

26 Rur.m?rs may. not advance when This is a common misconception about the infield fly — 5.09(a)(5)
an infield fly is called. rule. The result of an infield is only this: the batteris  5.09(c)(1)
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27

28

29

30

31

32

No run can score when a runner
is called out for the third out for
not tagging up.

A pitch that touches the ground
before reaching the plate cannot
be hit.

The batter is not awarded first
base if hit by a pitch after it
bounces.

If a fielder holds a caught fly ball
for 2 seconds it's a catch.

On a force out or appeal, you

must tag the base with your foot.

The ball is immediately dead
when there is a balk.

out whether the ball is caught or not, so that runners

are not forced off their bases. In all other respect this

is just an ordinary fly ball. If caught, the runners must
tag, and may then advance at their peril. If not caught,
the runners are not required to tag up, of course, and

again, may advance at their peril.

See Myths 23 and 24. An out on appeal for not tagging
up is not a force out, so any runs that cross the plate
before the out is called on appeal stay on the board.
But again, the offending runner may not score, nor
following runners if his is the third out.

Sure it can. Ichiro does it all the time. The only thing
outstanding about a pitch that bounces prior to
reaching the plate is that it cannot be a called strike.
However, it can still be a swinging strike, a foul ball, a
called ball, or a clean hit.

Same issue as Myth 28. Hit by pitch is hit by pitch. So
long as the batter is not swinging at the pitch, he is
awarded first base if touched by a pitched ball. All of
the normal features of the hit-by-pitch rule apply
when the pitch bounces first.

There are two components to the definition of a catch
- secure possession and voluntary release. There is
no time requirement involved.

So long as you have secure possession of the ball "in
hand or glove," you can touch the base with any part
of your body.

Balks are live. The exception is in high school (FED)
baseball rules. In all other other leagues, however, a
balk results in a delayed dead ball. At the end of the

play the balk may be enforced or not depending on

what happened.

Definitions

(infield fly)

See also Infield
Fly Rule

Rule 5.08
Rule 5.09(c)(1)

Definitions

(force play)
See also Proper

Appeals

Definitions

(pitch)

Definitions

(strike)

Rule 5.05(b)(2)

Definitions

(pitch)

Definitions

(catch)

See also The
Catch

Rule 5.09(b)(6)

Definitions

( person )

Definitions

(tag)

Definitions

(force play)
See also Tags

Rule 6.02(a)
See also Balks &

Illegal Pitch
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If the fielder's feet are in fair
territory when he touches a
batted ball, it is a fair ball.

You must always return the ball
to the pitcher before you can
make an appeal.

When in the set position, the
pitcher must come to a complete
stop before making a pick-off
throw.

The pitcher must step off
(disengage) the rubber before
making a pick-off throw.

If a fielder catches a fly ball and
then falls over the fence it is a
homerun.

This isn't football. In baseball, fair/foul is determined
by the position of the ball, not the player, with respect
to the foul lines at the moment the ball is first
touched.

This is a common misconception. In fact, any
defensive player can initiate an appeal at any time by
(with possession of the ball) tagging the runner
whose actions are being appealed, or by touching the
base at which the appealable infraction occurred, and
then appealing to the umpire with an unmistakable
indication (by word or gesture) of the nature of the
appeal. The only time the ball must go to the pitcher
is if time is out and the ball must be made live to
initiate an appeal.

In the set position, the pitcher must come to a
complete stop before delivering a pitch; however,
when stepping and throwing to a base on a pickoff
attempt he is not required to come to a complete stop
as he moves to the set position.

The pitcher may step and throw to a base for a pickoff
attempt from the set position without disengaging the
rubber. Note that when a pitcher disengages the
rubber he is no longer a "pitcher,"” but an ordinary
fielder.

As long as the fielder catches the ball before going
over the fence, it is a legal catch if he maintains
possession and otherwise meets the definition of a
catch. Note that if the fielder falls down in dead ball
territory after making a catch that carries him into
dead ball territory ("catch and carry"), the ball is dead
and all runners are awarded one base. If the fielder
remains on his feet in the same scenario, the ball is
live and play continues.

If an umpire is hit by a batted ball before it passes a

Definitions (fair
ball

Definitions (foul
ball

See also Foul

Ball/Foul Tip

Rule 5.09(c)

Definitions
appeal
See also Proper

Appeals

Rule 5.07(a)(2)
Rule

6.02(a)(13)

Rule 6.02(a)(3)

Rule

5.06(b)(3)(C)

Definitions

(catch)

Rule 5.06(c)(6)

fielder, the ball is dead. On any other batted or 5.06(c)(2)
38 The ball is dead any time an thrown ball, the ball is alive when the umpire is hit Definitions
umpire is hit by the ball. with the ball. Umpire interference also occurs when (interference)
the plate umpire interferes with the catcher's attempt See also Umpire
to prevent a stolen base. Interference
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The home plate umpire can
overrule other umpires' calls.

You must ask for time out before
appealing that a runner missed a
base.

If a base runner misses a base
while advancing, but on the same
play is awarded a base beyond
the base he missed due to an
overthrow or obstruction, he is
not obligated to retreat to touch
the missed base.

A pitcher must disengage the
pitching rubber before throwing
to a base for the purpose of
making an appeal.

No umpire may overrule another umpire's call. An
umpire may, at his discretion, seek out advice or
consult with another umpire on a play, but is under
no obligation to do so.

A player may only initiate an appeal while the ball is
live. If a ball becomes dead on a play in which a player
wishes to make an appeal, he must wait for the ball to
be made live and may then initiate the appeal.

Wrong wrong wrong. At no point, and for no reason,
is a base runner every relieved of the obligation to
touch all bases in order. In this scenario, if the
defense properly appeals, the runner would be called
out.

This is a common myth and one that leads to a lot of
tiresome misplays. It is not a balk for the pitcher to
throw to an unoccupied base for the purpose of
making an appeal.

Rule 8.02(b, ¢)

Rule 5.09(c)
See also Proper

Appeals

Rule 5.06(b)(1)

Rule 6.02(a)(4)
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