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WEST BEND —  Heading
west is no longer manifest
destiny. For the second year
in a row, the Washington
County athletes that quali-
fied for the WIAA Division
1 Girls Swimming and Div-
ing Championships head
south again to Waukesha
South.

In last season’s COVID-
riddled year, about a third
of the state didn’t compete
during the girls swimming
season. Last year was the
first time the state meet
was at Waukesha South
after 41 straight years at the
UW Natatorium.

“We knew it was going to
be very tough qualifying
times and they are, but if
you keep working hard,
hopefully we get a shot,”
West Bend coach Dave
Bloomier said. “We’ve got
some kids in.”

West Bend has four
entries in the state meet,
including the 400-yard
freestyle relay team.
Bloomier said he expected
the relay team to qualify,
but had to drop about five
seconds at the sectional to
get under the qualifying

time. Seniors Ashley
Jankowski and Maren
McDonnell will team up
with junior Nicole Walters
and freshman Lily Inkman
to compete in the relay.

“We’ve got two seniors on
there and we are excited
about that,” Bloomier said.
“I know it’s exciting for
them. They are great kids,
captains and great leaders.”

Walters and Inkman will
also be swimming in indi-
vidual events. Walters is in
the second heat of the 100
butterfly, while Inkman is
in the first heat of the 500
freestyle.

Walters will be hoping to
break the program record
in the butterfly. She was
two one-hundredths of a
second off the record at the
sectional meet in 57.97.
South has a fast pool so
Walters will be going for
history.

As for Inkman’s strength,
the 500 is too short of a race
despite it being the longest
the WIAA offers. Bloomier
said Inkman is more suited
for the 1,650 freestyle. At
the start of the season, she
was swimming at about
5:37, but has worked her
way to a 5:17.46 sectional
time to qualify.

“She’s very laid back and
a hard worker and just
happy she made it,”
Bloomier said. “Her consis-
tently dropping time and
getting to that level is out-
standing and a tribute to
her hard work.”

On the diving board,
freshman Madison Rummel
makes her state debut.
Rummel has a qualifying
score of 400.15, which is
20th out of 24 qualifying
divers.

“She’s just an outstand-
ing talent and we are look-
ing forward to what she can
do on the state stage,”
Bloomier said. “She’s come
a long way. All our divers
have come a long way.

“We are just happy she’s
there to get the experience.
I do believe in a couple
years she will be the real
deal — really, really good.
Hopefully she can get all 11
of her dives in because they
do cut. We are just hoping
she can score a point for us,
but an outstanding talent.”

Germantown will bring
the most athletes to state
from the county with 12
entries, including all three
relays. The Warhawks won
their home sectional cham-
pionship last weekend.

“Winning our sectional
and qualifying eight ath-
letes in 12 events is some-
thing I am extremely proud

Germantown leads area teams
by competing in 12 events

Bradford Paulson/Special to the Daily News

West Bend’s Nicole Walters swims to a first place finish in the 100-meter butterfly varsity at
West Bend High School on Sept. 9.

West Bend brings four entries to state meet
PREP SWIMMING AND DIVING: State championship preview

See SWIMMING, PAGE 2B

PACKERS

Star quarterbacks focus on returning

By Steve Megargee
AP Sports Writer

GREEN BAY (AP) —  The
status of each team’s start-
ing quarterback is the cen-
ter of attention as the Seat-
tle Seahawks attempt to beat
the Green Bay Packers in
Lambeau Field for the first
time in over two decades. 

Seattle’s Russell Wilson is
practicing again after miss-
ing three games with an
injured finger on his throw-
ing hand that required
surgery. Green Bay’s Aaron
Rodgers isn’t practicing, but
has expressed optimism he
will play Sunday after a pos-
itive COVID-19 test prevent-
ed him from joining the
Packers (7-2) for their 13-7
loss at Kansas City. 

The earliest Rodgers could
rejoin his teammates is Sat-
urday, which has created an
unusual scenario for the
Packers as they get ready
for this game. Jordan Love
continues to get the first-
team reps in practice while
Rodgers participates in
team meetings via Zoom. 

‘‘He’s been in every meet-
ing (virtually),” Packers

coach Matt LaFleur said of
Rodgers. ‘‘He’s been
engaged. So, it’s just he’s not
with his guys out on the
field. That’s the dynamic
that you never know. But
we’re fortunate to have a
guy that has got a ton of
reps under his belt, has
played a ton of ball, so we’re
pretty confident that provid-
ed he checks out well, he can

go out there and play at a
high level.’’ 

One concern for Rodgers
is a potential rust factor
after being away from the
team since his Nov. 4 posi-
tive test. Rodgers said Tues-
day on ‘‘The Pat McAfee
Show’’ on YouTube and Sir-
iusXM that he had been
doing yoga from his Green
Bay home and would step up

the level of his workouts as
the week progressed. 

Packers wide receiver
Davante Adams played
against Kansas City and had
six catches for 42 yards after
missing a game due to
COVID-19. He acknowledged
feeling the effects from his
time away. 

Associated Press

Green Bay Packers head coach Matt LaFleur talks with quarterback Aaron Rodgers during
the first half of an NFL football game against the Arizona Cardinals on Oct. 28.

See PACKERS, PAGE 2B

BREWERS

Associated Press

Tampa Bay Rays coach Ozzie Timmons, right, talks with Yandy
Diaz in the dugout before a baseball game against the Toronto
Blue Jays on July 11, 2021.

Milwaukee hires
two hitting coaches 

By Steve Megargee
AP Sports Writer

MILWAUKEE (AP) — The
Milwaukee Brewers will go
with multiple hitting
coaches next season after
hiring Ozzie Timmons and
Connor Dawson to replace

the fired Andy Haines. 
Brewers president of

baseball operations David
Stearns announced Thurs-
day that the NL Central
champions had selected
Timmons and Dawson as
part of their ‘‘hitting coach
team at the major league
level.’’ Stearns said the
Brewers also plan to hire
an assistant hitting coach
to join that duo.  

‘‘What we are doing is
really a recognition that
this has transformed into a
very big job,’’ Stearns said.
‘‘Over the last three to five

Brewers bring
Timmons and
Dawson on to

the staff

See BREWERS, PAGE 2B

Rodgers, 
Wilson both
look to play 
on Sunday

BADGERS

Mellusi out for the year with left knee injury

MADISON (AP) — Wis-
consin running back Chez
Mellusi will miss the rest
of the season with an
injured left knee, leaving
the 20th-ranked Badgers
without their leading
rusher. 

Mellusi, a Clemson
transfer, suffered the
injury in the third quarter
of Wisconsin’s 52-3 victory
at Rutgers on Saturday.
Coach Paul Chryst said
Thursday that Mellusi
won’t play again this sea-
son and likely wouldn’t be
available for spring prac-
tice either. 

‘‘I thought he gave a ton
to this team certainly in
production but a lot of

other areas,’’ Chryst said
‘‘I’m sad about that. He’s
competitive and he’ll come
back.’’ 

Chryst said it’s too early
for him to speculate on
exactly when Mellusi
might return to action but
added that ‘‘I think it’s
certainly going to be one
of those where it won’t be
spring ball.’’ 

Mellusi had rushed for
815 yards this season to
rank fifth in the Big Ten.
He had 173 carries to rank
second in the Big Ten and
13th among all Football
Bowl Subdivision players. 

During Wisconsin’s five-
game winning streak, Mel-
lusi had formed a dynamic

running-back tandem
with freshman Braelon
Allen, who has rushed for
over 100 yards in each of
the Badgers’ last five
games. 

Wisconsin’s ground
attack remains in capable
hands with Allen leading
the way, but someone will
have to step up to fill com-
plementary roles in the
backfield. Wisconsin’s
depth at running back had
taken plenty of hits
already this season before
Mellusi’s injury. 

Loyal Crawford was dis-
missed from the team
before the season. Jalen
Berger - the Badgers’ lead-
ing rusher in 2020 - was
removed from the team a
month ago. Antwan
Roberts, who was suspend-
ed the same day Crawford
got dismissed, later

entered the transfer por-
tal. Fullback Quan Easter-
ling entered the transfer
portal two weeks ago. 

Mellusi’s injury could
result in more carries for
Julius Davis, who got his
first seven carries of the
season against Rutgers
and rushed for 32 yards.
Brady Schipper has 19 car-
ries for 83 yards this sea-
son. Jackson Acker had
his first three career rush-
ing attempts at Rutgers
and ran for 24 yards and a
touchdown. 

Wisconsin (6-3, 4-2 Big
Ten, No. 18 College Foot-
ball Playoff ) hosts North-
western (3-6, 1-4) on Satur-
day. The Badgers are in a
four-way tie for first place
in the Big Ten West Divi-
sion with Minnesota (6-3,
4-2), Purdue (6-3, 4-2) and
No. 19 Iowa (7-2, 4-2).

Associated Press

Wisconsin running back Chez Mellusi (6) runs against Rutgers 
during the second half of NCAA college football game on Saturday.

Running back was injured 
in win vs. Rutgers


