Dear NCR Scholarship Committee,
Volleyball has played a huge role in my life, shaping not only my athletic abilities but also my character, discipline, and mindset. Throughout my 9 years of playing volleyball, I have learned the importance of attitude, commitment, teamwork, resilience, and trust. The number of lessons I have learned through volleyball far outweighs any other activity I have done. It has taught me to push through the toughest battles but also was a comfort place to go to when having my own struggles in life. The friendships I have created, the coaches, directors, and people I have met from this activity create an immense amount of gratefulness in my heart. It has given me something to look forward to everyday. It has given me a sense of purpose and belonging, while also instilling a strong work ethic that carries into every aspect of my life. The opportunities it has created for me or extraordinary, and the overall goal and opportunity to play this fall in college is something I will forever be grateful for.
[bookmark: _Int_1fCbv0hZ]As much as I love the sport of volleyball, ultimately my education is a top priority. I am committed to continuing my academic goals with the same dedication I bring to the court. I achieved top 5% in my class and a 4.1 GPA in high school, so I aspire to continue those same goals in college. I will be double majoring in Radiologic Technology and Business Administration at Morningside University, as well as continuing to pursue my athletic career. I am motivated to succeed not only for myself but also to create opportunities for my future and give back to my community. Balancing athletics and academics have strengthened my time management skills and reinforced my belief that hard work leads to success.
[bookmark: _Int_1VlA53s2]I believe I am deserving of this scholarship because I demonstrate determination, consistency, and a genuine commitment to my education, sport, and personal growth. I have faced challenges, including managing the pressures of academics, athletics, and personal expectations, yet I continue to push forward and strive for improvement while achieving the goals I set for myself. I have done over 100 hours of community service and countless projects at East High School to serve the students and our community. This scholarship would not only support my educational journey financially but also serve as recognition of the effort and perseverance I have dedicated to becoming the best version of myself over the past four years in high school and 9 years playing volleyball.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Jenna Birk
(Sanford Volleyball – Sioux Falls)


