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ClubspaCes is your best solution!
Clubspaces is the Official Online League Management System of ASA. Our tools are 
designed to help you easily manage your league and improve communication between 
players, parents and coaches.

And it gets better — this program is Free to all ASA Leagues.

XX FREE League and Team Websites

XX Professionally Designed ASA Website Templates

XX Online Registration & Secure Payment Processing

XX Auto Game Scheduler

XX Central Calendar

XX Group Email

XX 24/7 Customer Support & No Hosting Fees

“ASA is thrilled to offer 
Clubspaces to all of 
our members. We truly 
believe that leagues that 
use Clubspaces will find 
it dramatically easier to 
manage their league, 
saving time and resources. 
Clubspaces is ideal for all 
ASA leagues.” 

  —Ron Radigonda, 
Executive Director of ASA

Clubspaces is the Official Online 
League Management System of ASA

Get Started Today!
www.ClubSpaces.com/ASA

Take your ASA League 
management online—FREE!

•  FREE Website
•  Easy player registration
•  Automated fee collection*

365_10

*Note: Online registrations may be charged credit card processing and transaction fees. Please call for quote 877-908-4400.

Register ASA 
Integration
Coming Soon!
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Letter from the President 

ASA Junior Olympic Teams! Make a Difference in YOUR Community!
ASA and Musco Lighting Present the Bright Light Award 

USA Softball to Make Four Appearances in the U.S.
Come out and support your USA Softball teams! 

2011 World Cup of Softball To Feature Two New Teams
Sixth World Cup looks to be most diverse field yet with two European teams 

Member Spotlight
Are you In or Out?  

Association Profile
Oregon ASA

Olympian Flowers Stands Outside The Lines In New Role 
Two-time Olympian Tairia Flowers to serve as assistant coach for USA Softball 

The Power of One
Softball Community Steps up to Help Those in Need

Best Practices 
Sacramento ASA Hosts 2nd Annual ASA Day with the River Cats

Border Battle III
Both Canada and USA look to take advantage in series

Courage on the Diamond
The Wounded Warrior Amputee Softball Team 

Stanford’s Ashley Hansen Named USA Softball Collegiate Player of the Year 
Hansen becomes only second non-pitcher to win this award in its 10th year.

2011 NCAA Women’s College World Series    
Experience this record setting event through the photos of ASA 

Softball League Dedicates Season to Player 
“Double-O-Chlo” helps league realize there is more to life than softball  

News and Notes
Check out what is happening around ASA! 

ASA Junior Olympic Championship Play Mandatory Requirements

Combat Helps Grow Slow Pitch in Europe
Team goes on a 10-day trip through Europe to teach the basics of softball

Second Look 
Can you find the six differences in this photo? 

A Look Back on History  
Member of DiMaggio Clan Has a Love for Softball

35 Athletes to Try Out for  USA Softball Women’s National Team  
17 will be named to represent the USA in events during this summer 

National Office Profiles  
Catch up with Devin Loehrs and Jamie Blanchard of the ASA National Office  
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EASTONSOFTBALL.COM
facebook.com/eastonbaseball twitter.com/easton_baseball

You spend hours on the field.

 

You practice everyday.

 

You train year ‘round.

 

And when the game is on the line,

 

you have a split-second

 

to make all that time worth it.

We own that split-second.

NEW EASTON SLOW-PITCH BATS AVAILABLE SPRING 2011
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GREETINGS 
FROM THE 
PRESIDENT! 
If you are a softball fan,  which I am sure you are if you are reading this publication, this is 
the best time of the year. Everyone is in full swing and some even beginning to prepare for Championship play. 
Softball is dominating ESPN and our Nationals Teams are heading out into the U.S. for competition. Whether 
you are a coach, player, umpire, field worker or just overall fan, good luck this season and enjoy it!
	 The pinnacle of ASA play is in the USA Softball National Team program. This summer, please support those 
athletes. It is important that fans continue to support these young  women as we have done in the past. The ath-
letics and competitiveness of these athletes is amazing to see in person so please be sure to come out and watch 
them. The women and junior women will be in Plant City, Fla., Salem, Va., and Bowie, Md., prior to the women 
playing in the World Cup of Softball VI in Oklahoma City. Click here for ticket information. 
	 In other USA exciting news, the Border Battle III will take place during the World Cup. The USA Softball 
Men’s National Slow Pitch Team will take on the Canadian Men’s National Slow Pitch Team for bragging rights 
on July 23. Fans in other part of the United States will get the chance to watch the men play as they will compete 
at the McQuade in Bismarck, N.D. and later in Cincinnati.  
	 As you are reading this letter, the athletes who will represent the USA on the Women’s National Team are 
competing at selection camp where they will compete for a spot on the roster. Some of these athletes may be 
familiar as seven of the eight teams who competed at the NCAA Women’s College World Series had at least one 
person on the team who will be at camp, 17 total. This team will be announced Friday, June 17. 
	 On a more serious note, one of our primary concerns among the ASA and its Board Members is the rising 
cost of insurance.  We are doing the best we can to keep the costs to a minimum but we need help from everyone 
involved in the ASA. It is not a problem just with our youth programs. It is adult players. It is umpires. Athletes 
and umpires, coaches and managers and even complex and field owners and operators, please be aware of any 
potential hazards out on the field of play. Make sure and get a checklist to ensure that your field is as safe as 
possible. Use your best judgment and do not put yourself or other people on fields that are not fit. It is our high 
claims that are causing a rise in insurance cost so please help maintain safe conditions at all times.
	 Another topic of discussion at the board meeting was the continuing decline in registrations in all aspects 
of the organization. We really need our commissioners and the staff of local associations to be active in recruit-
ing for the ASA. Where ever you are, you should be on the lookout for potential teams and umpires. If we 
continue to have declines, it will cause the Board of Directors to make reductions in the budget, which can affect 
the services we provide. We do not want any services interrupted so please recruit.
	 It was noted in a previous meeting that while we do have some troublesome areas, we have great athletes. 
We have great coaches. We have great umpires. At the ASA, we set the standard for tournaments because of our  
directors and volunteers. Thank you!
   

Andy Dooley, President
Amateur Softball Association of America
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Does your team have bake sales to raise funds for an animal shelter? Do you visit the 
hospital to play with children? If you have a team that has shown a commitment to 
serving the community then the ASA and Musco Lighting want to honor you! 

	 The “Bright Light Award” honors an ASA 
registered Junior Olympic (JO) team who 
has shown a commitment to the community 
through service and volunteerism. The first 
of its kind, the “Bright Light Award” process 
includes an application form with detailed 
specifics for consideration. 
	 The inaugural award winning team will 
receive $2,000 towards registration fees for 
any 2012 ASA sanctioned tournament in 
the United States. The winners will also be 
honored with 20 “Bright Light” T-shirts for 
their roster and staff as well as a banner for 
display. The award presentation will take 
place on Sunday, November 6, 2011 in Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., at the ASA Annual Meeting 
Opening Session. (Winning team will receive 
one hotel room for two nights; must pay own 
travel costs.) 
	 “This award is a way to recognize and 
give back to ASA Junior Olympic teams that 
are involved in the community and take time 
as a team to help others,” said ASA Executive 
Director Ron Radigonda. “We are thrilled 
to work with Musco, our official lighting 
partner, on this project to give back to the 
teams who make ASA shine everyday both on 
and off the field of play.” 
	 The winning team will be selected by a 

panel of administrators from ASA and Musco, 
using the following criteria for evaluation: 

•	 Service must be 100% volunteer in nature 
(no payment)

•	 Service must be performed as a team with 
75% of the roster in attendance

•	 Team must be ASA Registered by August 
31, 2011

•	 Service must take place from January 1, 
2011 to August 31, 2011

•	 Panel will take into consideration the 
following: Positive effect on community, 
number of people affected, impact of 
service to the team, total number of hours 
and participants 

	
The deadline for submission is August 31, 2011, 
and the winning team will be announced on 
September 15. Applications must be submitted 
via email or mail to Julie Bartel at jbartel@
softball.org or ASA National Office, 2801 N.E. 
50th St., Oklahoma City, OK 73111, and must 
be received by August 31, 2011.

TO DOWNLOAD
THE APPICATION,   
CLICK HERE
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USA Softball To Make Four 
Appearances on Home Soil
This summer will be a unique experience for softball 
fans as there will be three other opportunities 
outside of the World Cup of Softball for fans to not 
only see the USA Softball Women’s’ National Team 
but also the rising stars of the Junior Women’s 
National Team.
	 Each of the three stops will feature two 
exhibition games between the two teams of 
USA Softball. The Women’s National Team will 
be announced Fri., June 17th while the Junior 
Women’s National Team has already been selected. 
Spectators will also be treated to an autograph 
session following the conclusion of game two.  
	 Be sure to come out and watch some of the best 
softball around !

June 25
Plant City. Florida 
Plant City Stadium
6:00 p.m./ET - Second game begins 30 minutes after

FOR TICKETS: Visit www.playasa.org 

June 29
Salem, Virginia
Salem Memorial Ball Park
6:00 p.m./ET - Second game begins 30 minutes after

FOR TICKETS:
Visit the Salem Red Sox Front Office,
www.salemsox.com or call (540) 389-3333

July 1
Bowie, Maryland
Prince George’s Stadium,
Home of the Bowie Baysox
6:35 p.m./ET - Second game begins 30 minutes after

FOR TICKETS: Call (301) 464-4880
from 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday – Friday

Output On: May 17, 2011 10:13 AM
High-Resolution PDF - PRINT READY

TO DOWNLOAD
THE APPICATION,   
CLICK HERE

2010 USA Futures National Team member Valerie 
Arioto and fan at the World Cup of Softball.

Molly Johnson
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Oklahoma City will once again 
welcome the world as the ASA Hall of 
Fame Complex will play host to the 
premiere international softball teams 
in the world, including the USA Softball 
Women’s National Team, when the 
World Cup of Softball returns for a sixth 

run July 21-25. The event, sanctioned by the 
International Softball Federation, features 
the women’s fast pitch teams from Australia, 
Canada, Czech Republic, Great Britain, Japan 
and the United States. 
	 Canada, Japan and two USA teams 
played in the 2010 KFC World Cup of Softball 
presented by Six Flags last year, with the 
Women’s National Team and the Women’s 
Futures National Team finishing first and third 
in the event. Olympic Champion Japan, the 
silver medalists to Team USA at the 2010 ISF 
Women’s Worlds, fell 5-1 in the World
Cup Championship Game. Futures defeated
Canada 9-3. 
	 "Playing in the World Cup has been such a 
great experience for me,” said two-time World 
Cup Champion Kaitlin Cochran (Yorba Linda, 
Calif.) of the United States. “To play among 
the best and against the best in the world is 
always an honor and to be able to play in front 
the best fans in the world makes it that much 
more special to wear the uniform and repre-
sent the Red, White, and Blue.”
	 Canada was the only team to beat the 
Women’s National Team during the 2010 
World Cup, taking a 5-2 victory on the fourth 
day of action last year. Previous to that loss 
in Oklahoma City, the USA Softball Women’s 
National Team last loss at the World Cup
in 2005,falling to Japan 3-1 in the 
Championship Game.

HEre is a look at the six teams competing:

Australia
Australia has one of the 
most storied programs 

in international softball, medal-
ing in four Olympic Games where 
softball was contested, highlighted 
by a silver medal showing in 
Athens. In three prior appear-
ances at the World Cup of Softball, 
the Aussies have a combined 
record of 8-9, finishing second in 
2009, fourth in 2006 and third 
in 2005. Australia was sixth at 
the 2010 International Softball 
Federation (ISF) Women’s World 
Championships.

Canada
Canada is an emerging 
power in international 

softball, most recently winning 
the bronze medal at the World 
Championships. The team has 
competed at all previous World 
Cups, compiling a record of 16-14, 
including a 2-5 performance in 
2010’s fourth-place effort. Canada 
has never played in the World 
Cup’s Championship Game, com-
peting in four Third-Place Games 
and the Fifth-Place Game in 2005.

Czech Republic
Czech Republic is mak-
ing their World Cup 

debut. In 2009, the team finished 
third at the European Softball 
Federation (ESF). The bronze 
qualified them for the 2010 World 
Championship, where the team 
finished 10th with a 3-4 record, 
the second best for a European 
country.

Great Britain
Great Britain last ap-
peared at the World 

Cup in 2006, accumulating a 
0-6 record. The Brits have vastly 
improved since their last trip 
to Oklahoma City. In 2009, the 
team finished second at the ESF 
Women’s Championship. Great 
Britain also finished 11th at the 
2010 World Championship.

Japan
Japan is a powerhouse 
in international softball, 

joining the United States as the 
only nations to win the Olympic 
Games. The team has appeared 
in the World Cup Championship 
Game with the United States four 
times, winning the title in the in-
augural event. The reigning World 
Silver Medalists have compiled a 
16-12 record over five appearances 
in Oklahoma City. 

United States
The United States has 
won four consecutive 

World Cup titles. With perfect re-
cords in the 2006, 2007 and 2009 
event, the USA has been dominant 
in Oklahoma City, accumulating 
a 26-3 record. At the 2010 World 
Championships, the team won a 
seventh consecutive World title. 
The United States has claimed 
nine World titles overall and three 
Olympic Gold Medals.

WORLD CUP
OF SOFTBALL
PREVIEW

ORDER YOUR TICKETS! 
All-session tickets for the
six country event are now
on sale online through 
SoftballOutlet.com or
by calling 800-654-8337.
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Responsible Sports  
eNewsletter.  

Sign up today at  
ResponsibleSports.com/Softball

© 2009  Liberty Mutual Insurance Company

Far from the stadium lights and the roar of the crowd come the  
moments when youth sports matters. These opportunities help form 
bonds that enrich the game and enhance the lives and life skills of 
young players. That’s why Liberty Mutual and our partners are proud 
to bring you the Responsible Sports™ program – offering educational 
resources, training tips and teaching tools for youth sports parents 
and coaches, plus coaching awards and valuable community grants.

There’s an insurance company that  
understands the value of those lessons.

Memorable youth sports moments are waiting for you.  
Visit ResponsibleSports.com/Softball today.

Every day, millions of lives are shaped 
with a softball and a little open space.

Liberty Mutual 
Official Sponsor of
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The Liberty Mutual Responsible Sports program is designed 
to provide helpful advice and useful resources for youth  
softball coaches and parents that can be applied universally 
among youth athletes to help our children succeed both on 
and off the field.

Parents
As the parent of a youth softball player, you want  
the best for you child, on and off the field. The  
Responsible Sport Parenting guide provides helpful 
advice and useful resources that can help you fill the 
key roles of a Responsible Sport Parent.

Earn a $2,500 grant for your softball team
Each fall and spring you can earn one of the twenty $2,500 grants to be awarded for 
demonstrating responsibility in youth sports. Join the Community Grant Hall of Fame 
along with the other softball winning organizations and see how they won to improve your 
team’s chances at winning!

Nominate your Coach for their hard work
Nominate your coach for their dedication to youth softball. Nominate a coach you know 
for the Double-Goal Coach® Awards, presented by Liberty Mutual, and give them the 
recognition they deserve.

Responsible Sports Season Evaluation Tool
The new Responsible Sports Season Evaluation Tool, an easy to use online survey, 
allows you to share your valuable input on your child’s youth softball experience in an 
anonymous and confidential way to improve your league! Tell your administrator to sing 
up today! If you’re a softball coach, register your team to get started!

Video & Podcast Library
In the media library, watch Coach Candrea, Jessica Mendoza or a youth softball team in 
action demonstrating Responsible Sports principles and listen to the new podcasts series 
of sport celebrities.

Coaches
As a youth softball coach, you naturally want to  
prepare your team to win as many games as possible, 
and as a Responsible Coach, you want to prepare 
your players to win off the field, too. The Responsible 
Sport Coaching Guide can help you achieve both 
goals. Get started today!

BS

For more information, visit ResponsibleSports.com/Softball 
and the join the movement today! 
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ARE You IN OR OUT?

This is a game played by two teams, one 
out, the other in.  The one that's in, sends players 
out, one at a time, to see if they can get in before 
they get out.  If they get out before they get in, 
they come in, but it doesn't count.  If they get in 
before they get out, it does count.
	 When the ones out get three outs from the 
ones in before they get in without being out, the 
team that's out comes in and the team in goes 
out to get those going in out before they get in 
without being out.
	 When both teams have been in and out 
seven times, the game is over.  The team with 
the most in without being out before coming 
in, wins unless the ones in are equal.  In which 
case, the last ones in go out to get the ones in out 
before they get in without being out.
	 The game will end when each team has the 
same number of ins out, but one team has more 
in without being out before coming in. Dennis Howe

We received an email from Dennis Howe who has worn about every hat ASA 
has to offer. Over the years he has coached, played, managed and umpired. 
He currently coaches a Senior Olympic team in Arizona who he has lead to a 
bronze and silver medal finish. The 41 year old found a simple explanation of 
softball that he thought Balls and Strikes readers would enjoy. We agreed. 

Here is a simple explanation of the game of softball.   
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Association Profile:
	 Oregon Amateur
	 Softball Association

Oregon ASA Commissioner Mike Wells made the transition to 
softball after playing and coaching baseball. He played mostly fast 
pitch but some slow. The father of six children with his wife Gloria, 
Wells’ first daughter was not into sports but his second youngest 
daughter took an interest in softball. So in 1989 Wells made the full transition to softball. He began 
as a Youth Commissioner for ASA and then in 1998 moved to State JO Commissioners’ position under 
former Oregon Commissioner – Kathy Chisum. In 2005, Kathy resigned and Mike took over as State 
Commissioner.  Oregon has 17 Districts that make up the five zones in the state, not including Portland 
Metro which is a separate ASA Association.  They have District JO, District Adult, and District UIC’s in 
all of them.  B&S Online sat down with Mike and after one question knew this profile would take a little 
different turn. We spent most of the time talking about background checks and the Register ASA which 
Oregon has always played an active role in. 

B&S: “You are one of the only , if not the 
only association, whose state requires 
them to background check. Were you doing 
background checks before ASA mandated it? 
Were you glad to see the requirement come 
down from the National office?”  
MW: "Regarding the background check and 
ACE program, I attended a meeting of the 
ORPA (Oregon Recreation & Parks Association) 
Special Committee meeting in 2000.   Senator 
Peter Courtney, Oregon Congressman, 
submitted legislation making it mandatory 
for all organizations dealing with youth to 
run a background check and put together a 
training program for all personnel involved.   
This was going to be a tremendous cost to the 
public and especially to the Park & Recreation 
Districts as he was going to set up a separate 
agency to oversee it.  We were able to persuade 
Senator Courtney, to change his legislation 
from mandatory to highly recommended in 
exchange for the youth organizations and Park 
& Rec Districts coming up with a program 
to take care of the requirements.   He gave us 
three years maximum to do this.  Oregon ASA 
grabbed the bull by the horns and decided to 
be a leader."

B&S: How did you begin this process when 
at the time it was a relatively new idea ?” 
MW: "Facing the need to put together a 
program, we did some checking on firms that 

did background checks and Karen Weisman, 
formerly with ASA, had just come out with the 
first year program for the ACE Training.   We 
were able to put both programs into effect and 
the first year of the ACE program we lead the 
ASA with over 350 ACE Trained Coaches.   We 
must have put on a ton of local ACE Training 
Sessions that year.   We did not make the 
ACE Program mandatory the first year, but 
we made it mandatory the second year for 
all coaches and saw an increase to 750 ACE 
Certified Coaches, and then the third year for 
all personnel working with youth.  We took on 
VTD in I believe 2003 or 2004 and that helped 
with the background checks and the individual 
registration process which we had started 
in 2000.   In 2005, we incorporated the ACE 
Training Program and the background checks 
through Virtual Tournament Director, worked 
out all of the bugs, and then were really ready 
to move forward in 2006. We did over 1,500 
ACE Certifications that year, our highest ever 
for such a small state. For some reason, we 
were not allowed to continue to have the ACE 
Program run directly through VTD, in 2006, 
as there were some changes going on with the 
ACE Program to bring it in house.   We went 
to Cindy Bristow and Cindy put together an 
excellent training and coaches certificate 
program that we used for two years instead of 
ACE.   Then came the merger between Virtual 
Tournament Director and ASA, which started 

the Register ASA Program.  We worked though 
that program and now have worked our way 
into the new Register ASA program.  It has had 
its trials and tribulations, but the ASA National 
Staff has really put the effort into making it 
work."

B&S: As the Commissioner, what helps you 
provide great service to your ASA players, 
coaches, umpires and fans ?”  
MW: "We are proud of our Park & Rec 
Departments that make Oregon ASA what it is 
today along with a dedicated staff of volunteers.  
Our Park & Rec Departments, CVB’s, Chamber 
of Commerce’s have really banded together to 
build new and better facilities, bid on Regional 
and National Tournaments, register adult and 
youth teams, and are committed to ASA.  If you 
look at the layout of our state, we get teams 
registered from Ontario to Gold Beach to 
Astoria to Milton-Freewater and everything in 
between.  It is a time consuming position and I 
don’t get much time, anymore, to work with my 
insurance business, but I cannot say enough for 
the volunteer staff that takes care of things for 
Oregon ASA Softball.   Actually, I am just the 
head flunky as they do all the work."
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Olympian 
Flowers
Stands Outside
the Lines in 
New Role
by Holly Krivokapich 

T hey say in life things come full circle 
and for several of the USA Softball 

National Team assistant coaches that 
couldn’t be true. If you flipped open an USA 
Softball program from 2001-08, you noticed 
the name Tairia Mims-Flowers (Tucson, 
Ariz.) consistently gracing the roster page. 
After retiring in 2008, following a Silver 
Medal finish at the Olympic Games, the 
2004 Olympic Gold Medalist turned to 
coaching full time and this year will make 
her debut as assistant for the USA Softball 
Women’s National Team.
	 Flowers, currently the head coach at Cal 
State Northridge, just completed her first 
season as the head of an NCAA Division I 
softball program. She wasn’t always sure if 
coaching is where she would end up but
now it seems like she is right where she
should be. 
	 Flowers played for some of the top 
coaches in the softball world including 
Sue Enquist of UCLA where she made 
four NCAA Women’s College World Series 
(WCWS) appearances including a National 
Championship appearance in 2003. She 
went on to play USA Softball under Mike 
Candrea for eight years earning two 
Olympic medals, two World Championship 
titles and two Pan American Championship 
medals. How does one form their own 
philosophy after learning from the best? For 
Flowers, it’s still a work in translation. 
	 “When I first entered coaching I was an 
assistant and pretty open to ideas. I have 

had a limited number of coaches in 
my life but found myself doing it like 
Candrea or Enquist. It was nice as an 
assistant to try things and now as a 
head coach I have a better idea of my 
style,” said Flowers. “Coaching girls is 
so different because there are so many 
aspects. One of the biggest things I 
have found is its good to have a standard 
and foundation of coaching but adjust year 
to year with the new groups.”
	 Before coming to Northridge, Flowers 
spent four seasons at Long Beach State. 
As a member of the 49ers coaching staff, 
she helped the team to two NCAA Division 
I softball tournament appearances and 
numerous ESPN.com/USA Softball 
Collegiate Top 25 poll rankings. 
	 After just completing her fifth year of 
coaching, and her first as the head coach, 
Flowers had to immediately laugh when 
asked if her perspective on coaching
has changed. 
	 “Everybody I know who played and is 
now coaching; when we get together we 
laugh. ‘It’s no wonder our coaches would 
get mad.’ We look at our players sometimes 
and think ‘Did we do this?’,” she said. 
“As a player you don’t totally understand 
everything that goes into coaching. As a 
player you think coaches make decisions
on a whim but everything is so strategic
and planned out. There is so much that goes 
into it coaching that you don’t see as
a player. I have a completely different

perspective now.” 
	 When the 2011 USA Softball Women’s 
National Team Selection Camp heads to 
the U.S. Olympic Training Center, Flowers 
will walk on to the Training Center field 
without the pressure of performing for the 
first time in a decade. Her thoughts now 
turn to wondering what the schedule is like 
for coaching and if the butterflies she got 
as a player return as a coach. Flowers feels 
far enough removed from the game to not 
have a lot of sad emotions returning to the 
place she used to visit often with her USA 
teammates. Now she will work with the 
upcoming generation of players that hope to 
wear the same uniform she once did.  

Be sure to check out the September 
issue of Balls and Strikes Online 
where we will profile either Stacey 
Nuveman or Michael White, both 
USA Softball assistant coaches who 
have also worn the 
uniform! “Tell us who 
you want to hear from 
by logging on to our 
Facebook page.”

Flowers as Head Coach 
at Cal State Northridge.

Photo credit Braden Villanueva/
CSUN Media Relations



On Wed., April 27th, tornadoes ripped across 
the south through Mississippi, Alabama and 
Georgia causing massive destruction. Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, home of the University of Alabama, 
took the hardest hit with hundreds killed and 
more homes, business and lives destroyed. The 
softball community put aside school loyalties and 
immediately put plans into action to help those
in need. 
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THE POWER OF
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Support Sweet Home Alabama 
Texas’ Taylor Hoagland (Flower Mound, 
Texas) was raised over 500 miles away 
from Tuscaloosa but the destruction 
hit close to her heart. Knowing those 
affected and hoping that if the roles were 
reversed, someone would reach out to 
help her, Hoagland started the facebook 
group “Support Sweet Home Alabama”. 
Hoagland’s hopes of reaching just a few 
turned into over 300 supporters. So far 
they have received 5,000 bottles of water, 
39 cans of food, 13 bags of clothing, and 
6 boxes of baby necessities. Hoagland also 
challenged friend and Ohio State softball 
Cara Longworth to see how much they could 
raise, putting another spin to the Big Ten/
Big Ten challenge. Join “Support Sweet 
Home Alabama” today to see what you
can do. 

Ole Miss Donates to Alabama’s 
Act of Kindness Fund 
	 On May 6, Ole Miss played host to 
the University of Alabama in its first game 
post tornado. Before the game, SEC rivalry 
was put aside as members of the Ole Miss 

softball team presented the Alabama 
softball team with a donation for 
the University of Alabama's tornado 
relief efforts.
	 The donation, presented by 
team captains Brittany Barnhill and 
Amanda Hutcheson to Crimson 
Tide seniors Kelsi Dunne and 
Whitney Larsen , is designated for 
the University of Alabama's Acts 
of Kindness Fund that will be used 
to provide financial assistance to 
employees and students who qualify 
under the guidelines of this emergency-
assistance program.

Eureka, Missouri helps one 
of their own in Alabama’s 
Courtney Conley 
	 The Alabama sophomore infielder 
escaped unscathed from the tornado but 
knew immediately she had to help those 
who were not as fortunate. When Head 
Coach Pat Murphy allowed his team to go 
home for a week, Conley headed home to 
Eureka, Mo., where she put the sadness 
into action and began a drive to load up a 

trailer of goods donated by her community 
to take back to Tuscaloosa. She was able to 
get Mrazek Moving Systems to donate a 
trailer and a Conley family friend who is a 
commercial truck driver donated time.
   

For information on how to help those in 
Alabama affected by the tornadoes, please 
click here.
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(Above) Ole Miss Donates to 
Alabama’s Act of Kindness Fund 

(Left) Eureka, Missouri helps 
one of their own in Alabama’s 
Courtney Conley 
Photo credit Alabama Athletic
Media Relations

For a video of Eureka and Conley
in action please click here. 
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Faster skill acquisition via visual learning
Increased insights through slow motion
Real time coach-player collaboration
Collaboration from remote locations
Analysis sessions replace rainouts
Constant learning with iPhone and Droid
Improved positioning with Playbooks
Improved motion through visual modeling
Reduced travel costs
Reduced injury via improved technique
Schedule flexibility through video sharing
Second opinions through video 
collaboration

Benefits

Features

Introducing the PowerChalk/ASA video analysis system: Perform. Upload. Analyze. Improve.

Web based (no software installation)
Split screen video comparison
SlowMo, Pause, Reverse, Markup
Measure, track, highlight
Record, save and share analysis
PC / MacIntosh compatible
iPhone, iPad and Droid helper apps
Real-time screen sharing
Umpire Playbook module
Digital Playbooks

50% off introductory pricing for ASA members!

For a Free trial visit www.powerchalk.com/ASA

Register now at 
www.PowerChalk.com/ASA
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Leagues and teams who participated 
in the event got deeply discounted 
tickets for the members of their 
programs. Some leagues chose to pass 
on these savings while others used 
selling tickets as a fundraiser for their 
organization. 
	 In the morning, a few select 
participants from each league were 
chosen to participate in a special on-
field clinic hosted by Wilson Sports. 
Wilson brought in Olympian Vicki 
Galindo to head up the clinic. About 50 

kids participated in the special on-field 
clinic in which Galindo and former 
members of the USA National Team 
instructed kids in basic hitting and 
fielding drills. 
	 After the clinic, a motivational 
“Chalk Talk” was hosted by Galindo. She 
answered questions for softball players 
and their parents and told stories about 
her experiences with softball. Galindo 
stayed and signed autographs for every 
softball player who stood in line. 
	 Every single softball player in 

attendance had the opportunity to 
parade around the field with their team 
during the pre-game festivities. Players 
marching with their teammates got to 
see themselves on the big screen and 
wave to their parents and fans in the 
stands.
	 ASA Day with the River Cats is 
a great opportunity for the softball 
community to get together and enjoy a 
fun, family oriented day of baseball at 
the ball park. Thanks to Wilson Sports 
who brought in Galindo and other USA 
team members who helped make the 
day a success. Wilson also debuted the 
new Hope bat by DeMarini and raised 
funds for Breast Cancer through a silent 
auction and several raffles throughout 
the day. 

Sacramento ASA was proud to host the 2nd Annual ASA Day with the River 
Cats on Sunday,  April 10. Wilson Sports, Sacramento ASA and the Sacramento 
River Cats partnered up again this year to put on a special day designed for 
youth softball players and their families. 

Practices
BEST

Contributed by Cassi Rogers of Sacramento ASA 

2008 Olympian
Vicky Galindo with

ASA members.



Leading the way with ASA Individual Registration:
Best Practices for Teams and Leagues

Why Individual Registration? As the National Governing Body for Softball,
ASA/USA Softball is committed to the goal of providing accident and liability insurance to
all participants in the Junior Olympic (youth) program. This is especially important as
more and more American families do not have their own medical insurance.

To ensure that our JO players receive the insurance protection they need, ASA/USA
Softball has been converting to Individual Registration (as opposed to team registration)
for the JO Program. Individual Registration is also available to Adult leagues in certain
areas.

How is the insurance plan for Individual Registration different from
Team Insurance? There is no difference in the limits of coverage under the
Individual Registration or Team Insurance plans. The program is still administered by
Bollinger and underwritten by Markel Insurance Company.

What are the benefits to everyone from Individual Registration?
o Players: All players are insured with a $5,000,000 limit of liability and $250,000 of

Excess Accident Medical Insurance. The insurance coverage follows the player when
they play on any ASA team.

o Teams/Leagues: The team/league is insured as an entity if all team members
Individually Register. If all teams in a league Individually Register, then liability
coverage is extended to league officials.

o ASA: Individual Registration helps the ASA achieve its goal to provide insurance to
every player.

How to get started? Contact your local ASA Commissioner or JO Commissioner for
details on how to Individually Register. To find the contact information for your
Commissioner, go to the ASA/USA Softball web site at www.ASASoftball.com.

For answers to Frequently Asked Questions on Individual Registration,
please visit Bollinger’s ASA web site, www.BollingerASA.com and click on “Individual
Registration.”

Important Note:  In order to participate in ASA Junior Olympic/Youth
Championship Play, all teams must be ASA Individually Registered or purchase
through Bollinger the ASA Team Insurance Package Plan.

101 JFK Parkway, PO Box 390, Short Hills, NJ 07078
    1-800-526-1379         www.BollingerASA.com
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When the men’s slow pitch Border 
Battle returns to Oklahoma City on 
July 23, the United States is looking 
for redemption after a 30-29 a loss to 
Canada last year. The Canadian victory 
evened the Border Battle series at one 
victory apiece for the two countries as 
Team USA won the inaugural battle 
30-23.
	 "When you put on the Team USA 
uniform, you know that you are among 
the best of the best. And I could not 
imagine a more exciting time to wear 
the Red, White and Blue than this year’s 
Border Battle against Canada," said 
three-time USA Softball Men’s Slow 
Pitch National Team member Brian 
Wegman (Hamilton, Ohio). "The fans 
watching in Oklahoma City and those 
tuning in on ESPN are going to witness 
an incredible moment for the sport of 
slow pitch softball. We’ve never played 
at a level higher than this. With Canada 
taking last year’s game, I’m ready to 
get out there and take the Border 
Battle title back for all of our amazing 
supporters."
	 Team USA led only once in Border 
Battle II at 16-15. With the game at 

30-25 in the bottom of the seventh, 
the Americans mounted a formidable 
comeback, scoring four runs on six con-
secutive hits including two on Johnny 
McCraw’s (Lake Wylie, S.C.) home run. 
It was the last home run allowed for the 
team, as the Border Battle allows only 
10 home runs with every subsequent 

long ball being called an out.
	 After Rick Baker (West Harrison, 
Ind.) singled, putting runners at first 
and second, Scott Kirby (Destin, Fla.) 
sent the ball over the fence, resulting 
in the first USA out. Eventual losing 
pitcher Scott Brown (Andover, Minn.) 
then hit the ball over the fence for 
the second out. Down to its last out, 
the USA’s Ryan Robbins (Columbus, 
Ind.) hit the ball back to the mound to 
Canada pitcher Brian Higginbotham, 
who ran to second base for the force 
and the third out to end the game.
	 “Last year’s loss still weighs heavy 
in the hearts and minds of everyone 
involved and Team Canada will be even 
more focused for this year’s game,” 
three-time USA Softball Men’s Slow 
Pitch National Team Head Coach Steve 
Shortland (San Antonio, Texas) said. 
“Accordingly, our 2011 roster repre-
sents the finest talent this nation has 
to offer and I’m confident this phe-
nomenal combination of eleven Team 
USA veterans and four newcomers is 
ready for the challenge. With the series 
tied, this year’s event should be an epic 
battle. The only guarantee I’ll make is 

we will prepare harder than we ever 
have for this year’s game — that I can 
promise.”
	 Highlighting the 2011 Team USA 
roster are three-time Men’s Slow Pitch 
National Team members  R. Baker; 
Rusty Bumgardner (Gastonia, N.C.); 
Brett Helmer (Cicero, N.Y.); JD Genter 

(Chickamauga, Ga.); McCraw, the 2010 
USA Softball Men’s Slow Pitch National 
Team Player of the Year; and Wegman. 
All were on the inaugural squad in 
2009. Click here for a complete roster! 
	 Team USA will also play at 6 
p.m. and 9:30 on June 24 in the 
Sam McQuade Sr. Budweiser Charity 
Softball Tournament in Bismarck, N.D., 
and July 14 against Team Cincinnati 
at 7 p.m. and 9:30 at the Mid-America 
Ballyard in Cincinnati to prepare for the 
Border Battle. Tickets for McQuade are 
$6. Admission to the Cincinnati double-
header is $3.
	 Border Battle III, slated for July 
24 at 3 p.m. during the World Cup of 
Softball VI at the ASA Hall of Fame 

Complex in Oklahoma City, will be 
broadcast live on ESPN. In preparation 
for the Border Battle, both Canada and 
the USA will play exhibition games
during the World Cup against local
slow pitch teams at the Hall of
Fame Complex. 

BORDER 
BATTLE III

BY JAMIE M. BLANCHARD

Watch the
Border Battle III live
from Oklahoma City
on July 23 at 3 p.m. CT
on ESPN

Teams look to take
advantage of series

To purchase Border Battle tickets, call 800-654-8337 or visit http://www.softballoutlet.com.
Tickets will also be available at the ASA Hall of Fame Stadium ticket booth during the event.
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Watch the
Border Battle III live
from Oklahoma City
on July 23 at 3 p.m. CT
on ESPN
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Courage 
Diamond:
The Wounded Warrior Amputee Softball Team
by Holly Krivokapich 

ON
THE

S ome of these men have lost a 
leg while others a hand. Some 

thought their athletic careers were over 
while others had more important things 
on their mind. However through the 
dream of one man, these soldiers were 
able to come together and form a team 
giving not only them hope but inspiring 
all those around them.
	 David Van Sleet has spent over 30 
years working for the Department of 
Veteran Affairs (VA) and more involved 
with the sport of softball. Working in 
the prosthetics department, Van Sleet 
realized these two parts of his life no 
longer had to be separate entities but 
could be one. Out of that thought, the 
Wounded Warrior Amputee Softball 
Team formed. 
	 Working in the VA, Van Sleet has 
personally seen what comes back from 
war; men and women who have given 
arms and feet for their country. He had 
heard stories about how active, compet-
itive and athletic the servicemen were 
before they came to the VA. Figuring 
some must have been baseball or soft-
ball players, and knowing that many 
wanted to feel the rush of being on the 
field again, in September 2010, he put 
the plans Wounded Warrior Amputee 
Softball Team in motion. 
	 “Through the VA I sent out a 

message to all the prosthetic services, 
prosthetists (those who make artifi-
cial limbs) and physical therapists in 
the system asking if they knew of any 
young, athletic amputees who might be 
interested in this,”  said Van Sleet who 
himself is US Army. “The response was 
overwhelming. We received over 200 
applicants.” 

	 Along with working with the VA, 
Van Sleet contacted the Wounded 
Warrior Project, which sent out a mes-
sage to all their alumni, a group that 
includes every amputee from recent 
military operations. Van Sleet went 
through the applications and followed 
up with references to narrow it down to 
20 men who would form the first ever 

Nathaniel Lindsey is US Army, Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and he is a right below elbow amputee.

Wounded  warrior amputee softball team.

See the Team at the WORLD CUP OF SOFTBALL



Shortstop Mathew Kinsey who is US Army, Operation Enduring 
Freedom (Afghanistan) and has a right foot amputation.
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The Wounded Warrior Amputee Softball Team

            I think people will be surprised at how 
competitive we are and respect the courage 
we have to get back out there. We are running 
our hardest and laying out for balls. I hope 
they find it motivating that we are back out 
there no matter our circumstances.

Wounded Warrior Amputee Softball 
Team. 
	 Mathew Kinsey was one of those on 
the roster, composed of half Army and 
half Marines, and all veterans with the 
exception of three who are waiting dis-
charge. The 26-year-old from Rockville, 
Ind., lost his right foot while at war 
and is currently waiting discharge 
from Walter Reed.  He heard about the 
Wounded Warrior Amputee Softball 
Team through a fellow soldier and the 
former collegiate baseball player knew 
this was something he wanted in on.  
	 “I pitched in college but I kind of 
thought my playing days were over,” 
Kinsey said. “I play shortstop for this 
team so it’s interesting trying to figure 
it all out. When I came out to play, it 
had been a long time since I had played 
competitive ball but it felt good to get 
out there. It’s an amazing feeling to be 
able to play softball beside my fellow 
soldiers.” 
	 The team met, practiced and com-
peted, March 7-12, and in what better 
location than the home of one of the 
most successful softball programs in 
the nation, the University of Arizona in 
Tucson. Arizona’s Disability Resource 
Center obtained a congressional grant 
for a disabled veteran’s sports camp 
which paid for everyone to go to spring 
training at the university. The team 
arrived in Tucson and it was business 
right away. 
	 “It was really a unique experience 
as the men met in Tucson and began 
to practice as a team right away. There 
was definitely camaraderie right away,” 
said Van Sleet. “All these men have 
been in the service, at war and are 
amputees. That’s an instant bond and 
friendship from the beginning.”  
	 After a week of practice at 
Hillenbrand Stadium, the team had its 
first competition following an NCAA 
Division I softball game between 
Arizona and Baylor University. Over 
2,000 fans gave a standing ovation 
during the Wounded Warrior’s intro-
ductions and stayed into the night to 
support the team as they competed 
against each other, 10 on 10. The col-
legiate players sat on the benches of 

the teams to cheer, coach them on the 
base paths and even given some advice 
on autograph signing, which came in 
handy when the Wounded Warriors 
were approached after the game by 
fans.
	 “I have never in my life felt so proud 
to be a part of such a life changing 
experience for all that attended,” said 
Arizona Head Coach Mike Candrea. 
“Baylor University’s players were the 
base coaches and support for one team 
and the University of Arizona players 
did the same for the other team. One of 
the most touching moments happened 
as the Baylor players and Arizona play-
ers gathered around home plate to con-
gratulate the home run hitters. I have 
seen many celebrations in my career but 
these were special moments that I will 
remember for a lifetime. And I must say 
that these young men inspired every-
one in attendance.”
	 Since training and competing in 
Tucson, the Wounded Warrior team has 
traveled to the East Coast where they 
competed against the Washington DC 
FBI, Walter Reed base team and the U.S. 
Naval Academy Varsity Sailing Team, all 
able-bodied teams, which is all they will 
play moving forward. There are plans 

coming up in Kentucky, Oklahoma 
City at the World Cup of Softball VI, 
Brooke Army Medical/Center for the 
Intrepid in San Antonio, Texas and mul-
tiple appearances in New York City in 
September of 2011, the 10th anniver-
sary of 9/11.   
	K insey hopes that those who watch 
will walk away with a sense of motiva-
tion and empowerment. 
	 “We are all natural competitors be-
ing in the military and athletes. I think 

people will be surprised at how com-
petitive we are and respect the courage 
we have to get back out there. We are 
running our hardest and laying out for 
balls. I hope they find it motivating that 
we are back out there no matter our 
circumstances.”

Follow the Wounded Warrior 
Amputee Softball Team on 
Facebook or click here to visit 
thier website.

Click here for a video of the
game and spring training
at Arizona. 

See the Team at the WORLD CUP OF SOFTBALL



Balls & Strikes

Magazine
Softball

24

Join us on:
facebook.com/MizunoFastPitchNorthAmerica

Join us on:
twitter.com/MizunoFastPitch

BE YOURSELF. ONLY BETTER.™ Hit it high and deep with the NEW Mizuno Frenzy 4.0 
fastpitch bat, uniquely made with Black Onyx CarbonTM for extreme pop and ultimate feel.   
Bring out the better hitter inside you at mizunousa.com/fastpitch. 

GREAT BAT. GREAT FEEL.
“This bat out performs any other bat that I’ve ever had my hands on.”  

            - Mike Candrea, Head Coach Arizona Wildcats 
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Stanford shortstop Ashley Hansen (Chandler, Ariz.) was selected the 
2011 USA Softball Collegiate Player of the Year at the conclusion of the 
athlete banquet which opened up festivities for the NCAA Women’s 
College World Series. ASA Executive Director Ron Radigonda presented 
the trophy to the junior who despite traveling without her team, was 
welcomed with a standing ovation among the eight teams in attendance. 

H ansen, also the 2011 Pac-10 
Player of the Year, helped 

lead Stanford to a Super Regional 
Appearance, finishing the year with a 
.495 batting average, third best in the 
nation.  For the first time since 2002, 
the inaugural year of the USA Softball 
Collegiate Player of the Year award, 
softball’s highest award was not given 
to a pitcher. Three-time Olympian 
Stacey Nuveman Deniz (La Verne, 
Calif.) was the inaugural winner and is 
the only other position player to have 
won this award. 
	 “My team has been there for me 
through thick and thin this year, really 
the past three years. I know that its not 
just me out there. I have eight other 
girls in the lineup who are capable of 
getting the job done and that takes a 
lot of pressure off of me,” said Hansen. 
“I wish we were here but congratula-
tions to the eight teams here and good 
luck this week.” 
	 More outstanding than her batting 
average or her on base percentage of 
.558 was the fact that in 192 at-bats, 
the junior only struck out five times 
all season, making her the second 
toughest player in the nation to strike 
out. Also named the Pac-10 Batting 
Champion, her average is the highest 
single season mark in school history. 
Hansen is just the second Stanford 
player to be named to the All-Pac-10 
first team in each of her first three sea-
sons. She also set a new Stanford single 
season record for hits in a season with 
95, breaking Jessica Mendoza's record 
of 94 set in 2000.

	 “From the first day that she set 
foot on campus, we knew 
she was not only a 
special player but 
a special person. 
If you are 
around her you 
see right away 
how likeable 
she is and how 
she just does things 
the right way. You don’t 
become the player she is 
without a lot of hard work and dedi-
cation while learning from those 
around you,” said Stanford Head 
Coach John Rittman. “This is 
huge for Stanford and our 
program to have someone 
recognized as National Player 
of the Year. I am so proud of 
Ashley and all her accomplish-
ments.  She is such a team 
player and very deserving of 
this honor.”  
	 Hansen led the Pac-10 
in batting average (.495), hits 
(95) and doubles (25) while tying 
fellow finalist Katelyn Boyd (Tempe, 
Ariz.) with on-base percentage 
(.558). Her 25 doubles also lead 
the nation while she ranks sec-
ond in the Pac-10 in slugging 
percentage (.797). 
	 The other two finalists 
for the 2011 award were Big 
12 Pitcher of the Year Chelsea 
Thomas (Pleasantville, Iowa) 
and Pac-10 First-Team
honoree Boyd.

Stanford’s Ashley Hansen 
Named USA Softball Collegiate 
Player of the Year 

Banquet emcee and ESPN 
personality Beth Mowins 
talks with Hansen about 
this honor

Hansen with 
ASA Executive 
Director Ron 
Radigonda

Hansen has one more 
year in the Cardinal 
uniform to help lead 
her team to OKC 



26

2011 WCWS ATTENDANCE
•	 June 2 - Session 1 was 7,280 and a Session 1 record
•	 June 2 - Session 2 was 8,152 and a Session 2 record and 

10th highest all-time single session
•	 June 3 - Session 3 was 8,627 a sell-out and 3rd highest 

all-time single session
•	 June 4 - Session 4 was 8,161 and a Session 4 record and 

9th highest all-time single session
	 •.June 4 – Session 5 was 8,477 a sellout and 4th highest 

all-time single session
•	 June 5 – Session 6 was 7,726 and a Session 6 record
•	 June 5 – Session 7 was 5,447
•	 June 6 – Session 8 was 7,447 and a Session 8 record
•	 June 7 – Session 9 was 6,314 and a Session 9 record
•	 GRAND TOTAL = 67,631

A S A  H A LL   O F  F A M E  C O M P LE  X  I N  O K L A H O M A  C I T Y

•	 Total attendance of 67,631 for 2011 is a new WCWS overall 
attendance record, breaking the 2010 record of 62,562 set in 2010 
which is an increase of 5,069

•	 Averaged a record 7,515 fans per session which is 563 more than 
the 2010 average of 6,951

•	 Set 6 session records (Sessions 1, 2, 4, 6, 8 and 9)
•	 Had 2 sell-outs (Sessions 3 and 5)
•	 Tickets were purchased from all 50 states
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A S A  H A LL   O F  F A M E  C O M P LE  X  I N  O K L A H O M A  C I T Y A S A  H A LL   O F  F A M E  C O M P LE  X  I N  O K L A H O M A  C I T Y

•	 Arizona State Wins their Second National 
Championship Photo in Four Years

•	 Arizona State’s Dallas Escobedo and Florida’s Michelle 
Moultrie Named Co-Most Outstanding Players
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Softball League
Dedicates Season 
to Player
By Vivian Malauulu, M.A.

A lmost three months and four 
rounds of chemotherapy later, 

Chloe’s prognosis is good. “I know I can 
beat this,” said Chloe.  “It’s just can-
cer, and I’m Double-O-Chlo.” Chloe is 
referring to her longtime softball jersey 
number – 00 – which has been retired 
by the Long Beach Heartwell Fastpitch 
(LBHFP) softball league in honor of 
their beloved All Star, who loves soft-
ball, but has been benched this season 
by what Chloe perceives as nothing 
more than a nuisance. “I can’t wait for 
this to be over. All I want to do is play 
softball. This cancer is making me miss 
the entire season.” 
	 The LBHFP league board of direc-
tors unanimously agreed to dedicate 
the spring 2011season to Chloe, who 
has been an integral part of both spring 
and fall teams as a catcher since she 
was four years old. “We made Chloe an 

honorary member of this year’s All 
Star teams because we know that if 
she were playing, she would be con-
tributing greatly to her team just as 
she has done in the past,” said board 
president, Larry Walker. 
	 Chloe’s desire to be a part of this 
season in spite of cancer was put to the 
test on Sunday, February 27th. Just 
twelve hours after being released from 
the hospital after another arduous five-
day round of chemo, Chloe insisted that 
her parents take her to this season’s 
softball opening ceremonies. Tired 
and in a tremendous amount of pain, 
she was determined to be there and it 
wasn’t until she started dressing herself 
that her parents realized there was no 
stopping her. Randy and Teri Lancaster 
were apprehensive about taking her, 
but Chloe was adamant. “Even though 
she was hurting, she wouldn’t have 

missed it for anything in the world,” 
said her mom, Teri. “Her spirits imme-
diately lifted when she put her uniform 
on. But when she saw the rest of her 
Ice teammates wearing beanies for the 
group picture, oh, she was so happy.”
	 Ice is one of the 10U teams this sea-
son and carries Chloe on its roster even 
though she cannot play. In a touching 
show of solidarity and support, team 
Ice surprised Chloe by wearing custom-
made beanies during the group picture 
so that Chloe, who has lost all of her 
long, beautiful blonde hair as a result 
of the chemotherapy, wouldn’t feel left 
out. Chloe spent most of the day sitting 

Chloe Lancaster will never forget her ninth birthday. Not 
because of the party she had, or the presents she received, 
but because of where she spent it. Surrounded by limited 
family and friends and an abundance of presents and well 
wishes, on December 13, 2010, Chloe turned nine in the Pediatric 
Intensive Care Unit of Miller’s Children’s Hospital in Long 
Beach. The day before her birthday, doctors confirmed the 
results of a biopsy that a mass on her brain was a cancerous 
germ cell. In spite of this grave revelation, the Lancaster 
family was thrilled to finally know what had been making 
their oldest daughter sick for the past couple of weeks, 
and thankful that it was a type of cancer that doctors felt 
confident about treating. The very next day, Chloe began 
chemotherapy against the brain tumor.

Chloe Lancaster
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in a golf cart, under a heap of blankets, 
watching the opening day festivities. It 
hurt too much to speak or move, so she 
opted not to stand and say a few words 
when her coach, Mark Martin, present-
ed her with a special All Star plaque. 
However, she shocked everyone when it 
was time for Ice to take its team picture. 
Chloe slowly took her place among her 
teammates and gave a weak, but very 
beautiful smile.
	 “Chloe lives and breathes softball,” 
said Mark Martin, who has coached 
Chloe for the past two seasons. “Last 
year, there wasn’t one single day be-
tween the end of the summer all star 
league and the beginning of fall ball 
that Chloe wasn’t begging her parents 
to take her to the park to practice. 
She is a very dedicated player who is 
committed to the sport and her active 
presence on our team is really missed.”
	 As catcher, Chloe developed a 
strong rapport with ten-year-old 
pitcher, Macey Coffman, when they 
were selected to play on the same 
8U All Star team last summer. When 
Chloe started showing gradual signs 
of illness during fall ball, it was Macey 
who first commented to her mom that 
Chloe wasn’t being herself. “Whenever I 
pitched to her, I thought something was 
wrong with her eyes because she never 
missed any catches, but all of a sudden 
she was missing them.” Unbeknownst 
to Macey, the germ cell’s rapid growth 
was in fact affecting Chloe’s vision, a 
common symptom of brain tumors. 
Once symptoms became evident on the 
field, they quickly became apparent at 
school, until Chloe finally collapsed in 
the nurse’s office and had to be taken 
by ambulance to the emergency room 
five days before her birthday. Chloe was 
not able to finish the fall ball season, 
even though she begged doctors to 
allow her to play one more game before 
her treatment began.
	 “We have to try our hardest for 
Chloe so that she knows how much we 
love and miss her and how bad we want 
her back on the field,” said Macey. “We 
are all going to score runs for Chloe 
this season because we want her to feel 
like she’s still playing with us.” Macey 
is referring to a slogan the league has 

adopted in its efforts to fundraise for 
the Lancaster family during this dif-
ficult time. Bracelets and other gear 
bearing “Score Runs for Chloe” will be 
sold throughout the season. The tradi-
tional money can that teams circulate 
amongst their fans each time a player 
scores a run has also been incorporated 
into the fundraising campaign. Rather 
than using the money can funds for 
team parties at the end of the sea-
son, all proceeds will be given to the 
Lancasters. 
	 “It’s been tough,” said Teri, who is 
a stay at home mom. “My husband has 
had to take a lot of time off work, and 
our insurance doesn’t cover all of our 
medical bills.” The Lancasters have two 
other children, Jonathan and Ruby, 

who are seven and four, respectively, 
and who also play other sports. “We are 
stronger and braver than we ever were 
before. We appreciate and cherish each 
second of life we get to spend with our 
children. We are also overwhelmed by 
the generosity of the families in the 
league, and we are grateful for all of 
the prayers and support we’ve received. 

So many people have been there for 
us, from the board right down to the 
youngest player.” 
	 Chloe keeps up with her school-
work so that she can start school in 
September with her fourth grade class 
without having to repeat the third 
grade. She also enjoys watching her 
favorite reality show, Cake Boss, and 
playing with her three cats and two 
dogs. Chloe plans on becoming a veteri-
narian when she grows up, because, in 
her own giggling words, “Pets are better 
patients than kids. They don’t have bad 
attitudes or get moody like I sometimes 
do.” More giggles.
	 On Fri., March 11, Chloe threw out 
the opening pitch during the Cal State 
Long Beach vs. UCLA women’s softball 

game at Mayfair Park Lisa Fernandez 
Field. The standing room only crowd 
cheered as Chloe tossed a perfect strike, 
a sign of things to come. 

For more information about how you can 
score for Chloe, visit the www.wepay.com 
and “donate to Chloe's fight” or visit the 
league’s website at www.lbhfp.com.

Photo credit Ultim
ate Exposures, Inc.

We have to try our hardest for 
Chloe so that she knows how much 

we love and miss her and how bad we 
want her back on the field
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Experience the Best in Life and Support  
the Game America Loves to Play!

The Amateur Softball Association Visa® Signature Card 
lets you enjoy unique privileges and rewards while you 
support ASA and USA Softball. Show your enthusiasm 
for one of America’s favorite sports!

Exclusive Signature Rewards and  
Cardmember Privileges:

•  Rewards points with every net purchase—and no 
limit to the number of points you can earn1

• 1,000 Bonus Points with your first purchase

• No pre-set spending limit2

•  Redeem points for free air travel, merchandise, gift 
certificates, cash and more

•  24-hour concierge service, and VIP access to special 
entertainment, dining and sporting events like the 
Super Bowl and the Olympic Games

•  Other valuable Visa benefits, like a low introductory 
rate3, no annual fee, and Visa’s Zero Liability 
protection from unauthorized purchases4

Apply Today!
Call 888-327-2265 ext. 70002, or visit 
asasoftball.com or usasoftball.com

1Accounts must be open and in good standing (not past due) to earn and redeem points. 2Absence of pre-set spending limit does not mean unlimited spending. Individual transactions are evaluated 
based on factors such as Account history, credit record, payment resources, revolving resources and prior Cash Advances. 3 Low introductory rate does not apply to Cash Advances and is valid for 
the first six billing cycles. Details will be provided to Cardmembers. 4Some limitations may apply. Details will be provided to Cardmembers.
U.S. Bank National Association ND is creditor and issuer of the Amateur Softball Association Visa Signature Card.                                                                              © 2009 U.S. Bank

You’ll also SAVE 10% when you use your 
ASA Visa Card issued by U.S. Bank at 
softballoutlet.com or officialgear.com.
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WHAT´S YOUR EXPERTISE?

worthsports.com facebook.com/worthfastpitch

©2011 Worth Sports, a subsidiary of Jarden Corporation (NYSE: JAH)
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News and Notes
Facebook Hits 50K
On April 12, ASA/USA Softball made social media history with the 50,000th person 
liking our facebook page, ASA Softball. One of the top ranking sports in the U.S. Olympic 
Movement when it comes to online reach, the ASA Softball page hit the 50,000 landmark 
on April 12 when Kaci Carpenter of Bowling Green, Ky., “liked” the page. Carpenter 
received an ASA/USA Softball gift pack that includes autographed items from current 
and former members of the USA Softball Women’s National Team. ASA Softball Facebook 
currently has 57,000 likes.

With special offers including discounted tickets to the National Softball Hall of Fame and 
Museum as well as previous World Cups of Softball, exclusive photos, videos and news 
updates, Facebook is a great way to stay connected with ASA/USA Softball. Become a fan 
at www.facebook.com/asausasoftball/.

Junior National Team Assistant Coach
Wins National Championship
Stacy Iveson, who is on the Junior Women’s National Team coaching staff, recently 
led the Yavapai College Roughriders to their second NJCAA National Championship 
in three years with a season record 67-4.
 
The championship is the fourth for Iveson in her coaching career. As the head coach 
of Pima Community College, Iveson won the title in 2004 and 2006. She was also was 
named the Karen Sykes Coach of the Tournament.

Iveson has been a member of the USA Softball coaching pool for the last six years. 
She has worked closely with the National Team players and coaches including several 
training and selection camps and a trip to Guatemala in 2005 for the Pan American 
Qualifier. Most recently she was a part of the staff that took the gold medal in the 
Pan American Championship which qualified the team to compete in the Junior 
World Championship in Cape Town, South Africa in December 2011.

Snow Filled Opening Day for Idaho ASA
Idaho ASA opened their season on April 21st with the Coeur d’Alene preseason coed tournament. With a later than normal 
opening day than most associations, the weather in April is typically around 65-75 degrees but this year was definitely an 
exception. 

The teams played in near blizzard like conditions on opening day but the weather warmed up the rest of week into high 60s. 
Idaho ASA has over 170 teams in their spring and summer adult program. 



ASA Junior Olympic 
Championship 
Play MANDATORY 
Requirements
(2011 Version) 

The following list includes the MANDATORY requirements for 2011 ASA Championship 
Play as per the ASA Code.
THESE MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS HAVE BEEN IMPLEMENTED FOR MANY 
REASONS- BUT MOST IMPORTANTLY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ALL PARTICIPANTS.

MANDATORY Paperwork Prior to Arrival
•	 Official Tournament Team Entry Form must be completed for all Regional, National/

Territory/Hall of Fame, and National Championship Finals play. (This form is available 
through your local commissioner.) (Code 510 I)

•	 Official ASA Championship Roster signed by participants or by a minor’s parent or guard-
ian; also must include commissioner signature.

MANDATORY Requirements Prior to Arrival
•	 Any Junior Olympic team participating in championship play must have at least one 

ACE Certified Coach (current year) on the field/dugout during championship play games. 
(Code 501 C 03 a)

•	 All Junior Olympic team personnel assisting in the dugout must have an ASA Background 
check (current year).  (Code 501 C 03 b)

•	 Teams playing in the Junior Olympic (Youth) Championship Play in 2011 are required 
to purchase ASA Accident and Liability Insurance on either a team or individual basis 
through Bollinger Insurance. (Code Article 106 5)

MANDATORY Requirements at Check-In
•	 Every member of roster that will participate in the tournament must sign official sign in 

form and present photo and birth identification.
•	 Coaches and personnel must show proof of ACE Certification and Background Check. 

Please contact your ASA Local Association Commissioner for questions and concerns. 
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#1007

#1008

#1008

uLTRaJOC
#CPJ Black short combines traditional jock with a 85/15% Nylon/
LYCRA® support girdle. Features comfortable form fitting pouch, that 
can be used with or without athletic cup, provides support for hamstring, 
groin and abdominal muscles.
Size: M 30-34, L 34-38, XL 38-42, XXL 42-46 $29.00
#CPP Same as Above but in Long Pant Style
Size: M 30-34, L 34-38, XL 38-42, XXL 42-46 $39.00
#CB60 Ultrajoc Hard Cup.
Traditional hard cup designed to fit Ultrajoc #CPJ and CCP (above). 
Durable, Copolymer cup with soft rubber gasket. $6.50

uMpIRE SHORTS
#TW Teamwork® ASA® approved. Navy Umpire short features Pro 
Weight 14 oz polyester fabric, relaxed roomy cut, western-style front 
pockets, dual welted inset rear pockets, metal zipper closure, Pro 
Gripper waitband and a 7” inseam.
Size: S 28-30, M 32-34, 
L 36-38, XL 40-42, $25.00
Size: XXL 44-46 $28.00
Size: XXXL 48-50 $30.00

HEXpad uMpIRE SHORT
Knee-length compression short with HexPads protecting upper and 
inner thigh. Conforms to and stretches with your body for continuous 
protection. hDc Moisture Management Technology for heat control, 
comfort and performance. Cup pouch for optional cup. Fabric 80% 
Nylon/20% Spandex. 
Size: S 28-30, M 32-34, L 36-38, XL 40-42, XXL 44-46, XXXL 48-50  
#B754 SHORT S-XXL   $59.00
#B730 PANT   M-XXXL  $69.00

FuLL ZIp-FRONT LINEd JaCKET
(Navy)
#2003  ASA® approved. ASA® lettering on left chest, inset sleeves, knit 
collar, cuffs, waistband and two slash pockets.
#2007 No logo
Size: S, M, L, XL $49.00
Size: XXL $52.00
Size: XXXL $55.00
Size: XXXXL $57.00
Size: XXXXXL $59.00

V-NECK puLL-OVER LINEd JaCKET
(Navy)
#2005 ASA® approved. ASA® lettering on left chest, inset sleeves, knit 
collar, cuffs, waistband and a pouch pocket.
#2009 No logo
Size: S, M, L, XL $47.00 
Size: XXL $49.00 
Size: XXXL $51.00
Size: XXXXL  $53.00
Size: XXXXXL $55.00

uMpIRE GaRMENT baG
#2008 Keep your uniform clean with this durable, navy ASA garment 
bag. Features inside loop for hangers and external locker strap. Will hold 
several shirts and jacket. 36” Length by 24” Width.
NAVY $29.00

uMpIRE baSE paNTS womeN’s sizes also!
Fechheimer® polyester knit pants with metal zipper closure. Pant features 
snug fit, rubberized waistband-2 zones of stretch, two western-cut pockets, 
creases set and pressed.
#PG Gray Men’s Base pants - Waist size: 28-54 $45.00
#PGW Gray Women’s Base pants - Size: 8-20 $45.00
#PB Navy Men’s Base pants - Waist size: 28-54 $45.00
#PBW Navy Women’s Base pants - Size: 8-20 $45.00

uMpIRE pLaTE paNTS womeN’s sizes also!
Same as Umpire Base Pants (description above) with fuller cut to 
accommodate shin guards.
#PPG Gray Men’s Plate pants - Waist size: 28-54 $47.00
#PPGW Gray Women’s Plate pants – Size 8-20 $47.00
#PPB Navy Men’s Plate pants - Waist size: 28-54 $47.00
#PPBW Navy Women’s Plate pants – Size 8-20  $47.00

uMp pOLO W/aSa  LETTERS (PowDeR BlUe)
#130  ASA® approved Pro-Style Polo Shirt with ASA® embroidered on chest. 
Shirt features Polyester Air mesh fabric, moisture absorbant finish, soil 
release fabric, 3 button placket, extended length cut split-tail, colorfast.
Size: S,M,L,XL $25.00
Size: XXL $27.00
Size: XXXL $29.00
Size: XXXXL $31.00
Size: XXXXXL (#130 polo shirt only) $35.00
#135 Same as above W/O ASA letters
#138 Same as #135 with left chest pocket

uMp pOLO W/aSa  LETTERS (Navy)
#140  ASA® approved Pro-Style Polo Shirt with ASA® embroidered on chest. 
Shirt features Polyester Air mesh fabric, moisture absorbant finish, soil 
release fabric, 3 button placket, extended length cut split-tail, colorfast.
Size: S,M,L,XL $25.00
Size: XXL $27.00
Size: XXXL $29.00
Size: XXXXL $31.00
Size: XXXXXL (#140 polo shirt only) $35.00
#145 Same as above W/O ASA letters

 
LONG SLEEVE pOLO SHIRTS
#160  ASA® approved Pro-Style Polo Shirt with ASA® embroidered on chest. 
Shirt features Polyester Air mesh fabric, moisture absorbant finish, soil 
release fabric, 3 button placket, extended length cut split-tail, colorfast to 
hold color.
Size: S,M,L,XL $32.00
Size: XXL $34.00
Size: XXXL $36.00
size: XXXXL $38.00
#165 same as above W/O asa Letters.
#170 same as above navy color with asa Letters.
#175 same as above navy W/O asa Letters.

uMp  T-SHIRT 
#1006 White Hanes Beefy-T, with ASA Umpire screened on left chest. 100% 
cotton, preshrunk. 
Size: M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL $15.00
#1005 Same as above in Navy with white print.
Size: M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL $15.00

uNdER aRMOuR HEaTGEaR T-SHIRT
Lightweight micro-pique fabric with a generous, loose fit, this 
tee is an essential for umpires. Anti-pick and anti-pill ensures 
your tee will standup to the rigors of the game. Odor control 
keeps it odor-free.  
#150 Navy   Size: S-XXL $29.00
#152 White Size: S-XXL $29.00 

uMpIRE MOCK TuRTLENECK
#1007 White long sleeve mock turtleneck with navy ASA® on collar, 100% 
extra heavyweight cotton, double needle stitching on neck and bottom hem, 
ribbed cuffs.
Size: M, L, XL $19.00
Size: XXL,  $21.00
#1008 Same as above in Navy.

We can professionally hem your 
pants for an additional $8.00. 
Please state inseam length 
when ordering. We will not be 
responsible for your measurement 
errors. Hemmed pants not 
returnable. 
note: Please allow an additional 2 
days shipping time for alterations.

Optional
Alterations / Hemming

#135

#1005

#1006

#PBW

#PGW

#PB

CHEST  NECK
S (34-36) ....................... 14-14 ½
M (38-40) ...................... 15-15 ½
L (42-44) ....................... 16-16 ½
XL (46-48) ..................... 17-17 ½
XXL (50-52) ................... 18-18 ½
XXXL (54-56) ................. 19-19 ½
XXXXL (58-60) ............... 20-20 ½

UMPIRE SHIRT
SIZES

#140

#145

#150#152

#160
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#1007

#1008

#1008

uLTRaJOC
#CPJ Black short combines traditional jock with a 85/15% Nylon/
LYCRA® support girdle. Features comfortable form fitting pouch, that 
can be used with or without athletic cup, provides support for hamstring, 
groin and abdominal muscles.
Size: M 30-34, L 34-38, XL 38-42, XXL 42-46 $29.00
#CPP Same as Above but in Long Pant Style
Size: M 30-34, L 34-38, XL 38-42, XXL 42-46 $39.00
#CB60 Ultrajoc Hard Cup.
Traditional hard cup designed to fit Ultrajoc #CPJ and CCP (above). 
Durable, Copolymer cup with soft rubber gasket. $6.50

uMpIRE SHORTS
#TW Teamwork® ASA® approved. Navy Umpire short features Pro 
Weight 14 oz polyester fabric, relaxed roomy cut, western-style front 
pockets, dual welted inset rear pockets, metal zipper closure, Pro 
Gripper waitband and a 7” inseam.
Size: S 28-30, M 32-34, 
L 36-38, XL 40-42, $25.00
Size: XXL 44-46 $28.00
Size: XXXL 48-50 $30.00

HEXpad uMpIRE SHORT
Knee-length compression short with HexPads protecting upper and 
inner thigh. Conforms to and stretches with your body for continuous 
protection. hDc Moisture Management Technology for heat control, 
comfort and performance. Cup pouch for optional cup. Fabric 80% 
Nylon/20% Spandex. 
Size: S 28-30, M 32-34, L 36-38, XL 40-42, XXL 44-46, XXXL 48-50  
#B754 SHORT S-XXL   $59.00
#B730 PANT   M-XXXL  $69.00

FuLL ZIp-FRONT LINEd JaCKET
(Navy)
#2003  ASA® approved. ASA® lettering on left chest, inset sleeves, knit 
collar, cuffs, waistband and two slash pockets.
#2007 No logo
Size: S, M, L, XL $49.00
Size: XXL $52.00
Size: XXXL $55.00
Size: XXXXL $57.00
Size: XXXXXL $59.00

V-NECK puLL-OVER LINEd JaCKET
(Navy)
#2005 ASA® approved. ASA® lettering on left chest, inset sleeves, knit 
collar, cuffs, waistband and a pouch pocket.
#2009 No logo
Size: S, M, L, XL $47.00 
Size: XXL $49.00 
Size: XXXL $51.00
Size: XXXXL  $53.00
Size: XXXXXL $55.00

uMpIRE GaRMENT baG
#2008 Keep your uniform clean with this durable, navy ASA garment 
bag. Features inside loop for hangers and external locker strap. Will hold 
several shirts and jacket. 36” Length by 24” Width.
NAVY $29.00

uMpIRE baSE paNTS womeN’s sizes also!
Fechheimer® polyester knit pants with metal zipper closure. Pant features 
snug fit, rubberized waistband-2 zones of stretch, two western-cut pockets, 
creases set and pressed.
#PG Gray Men’s Base pants - Waist size: 28-54 $45.00
#PGW Gray Women’s Base pants - Size: 8-20 $45.00
#PB Navy Men’s Base pants - Waist size: 28-54 $45.00
#PBW Navy Women’s Base pants - Size: 8-20 $45.00

uMpIRE pLaTE paNTS womeN’s sizes also!
Same as Umpire Base Pants (description above) with fuller cut to 
accommodate shin guards.
#PPG Gray Men’s Plate pants - Waist size: 28-54 $47.00
#PPGW Gray Women’s Plate pants – Size 8-20 $47.00
#PPB Navy Men’s Plate pants - Waist size: 28-54 $47.00
#PPBW Navy Women’s Plate pants – Size 8-20  $47.00

uMp pOLO W/aSa  LETTERS (PowDeR BlUe)
#130  ASA® approved Pro-Style Polo Shirt with ASA® embroidered on chest. 
Shirt features Polyester Air mesh fabric, moisture absorbant finish, soil 
release fabric, 3 button placket, extended length cut split-tail, colorfast.
Size: S,M,L,XL $25.00
Size: XXL $27.00
Size: XXXL $29.00
Size: XXXXL $31.00
Size: XXXXXL (#130 polo shirt only) $35.00
#135 Same as above W/O ASA letters
#138 Same as #135 with left chest pocket

uMp pOLO W/aSa  LETTERS (Navy)
#140  ASA® approved Pro-Style Polo Shirt with ASA® embroidered on chest. 
Shirt features Polyester Air mesh fabric, moisture absorbant finish, soil 
release fabric, 3 button placket, extended length cut split-tail, colorfast.
Size: S,M,L,XL $25.00
Size: XXL $27.00
Size: XXXL $29.00
Size: XXXXL $31.00
Size: XXXXXL (#140 polo shirt only) $35.00
#145 Same as above W/O ASA letters

 
LONG SLEEVE pOLO SHIRTS
#160  ASA® approved Pro-Style Polo Shirt with ASA® embroidered on chest. 
Shirt features Polyester Air mesh fabric, moisture absorbant finish, soil 
release fabric, 3 button placket, extended length cut split-tail, colorfast to 
hold color.
Size: S,M,L,XL $32.00
Size: XXL $34.00
Size: XXXL $36.00
size: XXXXL $38.00
#165 same as above W/O asa Letters.
#170 same as above navy color with asa Letters.
#175 same as above navy W/O asa Letters.

uMp  T-SHIRT 
#1006 White Hanes Beefy-T, with ASA Umpire screened on left chest. 100% 
cotton, preshrunk. 
Size: M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL $15.00
#1005 Same as above in Navy with white print.
Size: M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL $15.00

uNdER aRMOuR HEaTGEaR T-SHIRT
Lightweight micro-pique fabric with a generous, loose fit, this 
tee is an essential for umpires. Anti-pick and anti-pill ensures 
your tee will standup to the rigors of the game. Odor control 
keeps it odor-free.  
#150 Navy   Size: S-XXL $29.00
#152 White Size: S-XXL $29.00 

uMpIRE MOCK TuRTLENECK
#1007 White long sleeve mock turtleneck with navy ASA® on collar, 100% 
extra heavyweight cotton, double needle stitching on neck and bottom hem, 
ribbed cuffs.
Size: M, L, XL $19.00
Size: XXL,  $21.00
#1008 Same as above in Navy.

We can professionally hem your 
pants for an additional $8.00. 
Please state inseam length 
when ordering. We will not be 
responsible for your measurement 
errors. Hemmed pants not 
returnable. 
note: Please allow an additional 2 
days shipping time for alterations.

Optional
Alterations / Hemming

#135

#1005

#1006

#PBW

#PGW

#PB

CHEST  NECK
S (34-36) ....................... 14-14 ½
M (38-40) ...................... 15-15 ½
L (42-44) ....................... 16-16 ½
XL (46-48) ..................... 17-17 ½
XXL (50-52) ................... 18-18 ½
XXXL (54-56) ................. 19-19 ½
XXXXL (58-60) ............... 20-20 ½

UMPIRE SHIRT
SIZES

#140

#145

#150#152

#160
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#5025 SUPER-Lite patented magnesium allow frame , Ergo-fit Pad 
System, DRI-Gear moisture wicking pad covers, 3 way adjustable 
harness. 15.5oz
 $99.00
#5006PRO Diamond DFM-IX3 Mask. Lightweight extreme single bar 
design. New stronger, lighter allow. Diamond Quick-Dry chin pad. 
Extended upper U-bar to protect from foul balls. Unique low profile 
design offers wider field of vision. Black color. 1lb 3oz.

$79.00
#5023 Pro-Plus Super-Light Mask - Features Dri-Gear moisture 
wicking pad covers, 3 way adjustable harness. Ear, throat, and forehead 
extensions. 1lb. 4 oz. $69.00
#5008 Wilson light weight extended frame mask with two-tone black PU 
and tan leather pad set. 1lb 11 oz.  $59.00
#5006V Light-weight extended frame mask with vinyl pad set. 1 lb. 14 oz. 
 $29.00
#5005 Schutt premium lightweight hockey-style umpire mask. Allows 
for maxium visability, more than traditional umpire masks. Adjustable 
leather-covered chin pad for a custom fit. One Size Fit 6 5/8-7 1/2.

$89.00
#5001 Black impact resistant plastic throat guard extension. $6.00
#5002 Wilson 6 Inch Throat Guard Black impact resistant plastic throat 
guard extension. Attaches with two snap straps to the bottom of the 
mask for extra protection. $6.00
#5003 Black mask replacement strap set. $7.50
#4901 50/50 pad set leather/black $19.00
#4902 Diamond Quick-Dry replacement pad set $19.00
#4903 Doe skin pad set $49.00
#4900 Diamond sun visor. Fits #5006PRO & #5006V.  $12.00

LEG GuaRdS – NO KNEE, SINGLE KNEE, 
dOubLE KNEE pROTECTION

#5012 Diamond double-knee leg guards. Full calf and ankle wings, 
extra long hinged instep/foot cap especially important for umpires who 
don’t wear protective footwear.  
“Posi-Fit 17.5” $59.00

#5012M Diamond double-knee leg guards. Full calf and ankle wings, 
extra long hinged instep/foot cap especially important for umpires who 
don’t wear protective footwear.  
“Posi-Fit 15.5”  $59.00

#5012S Diamond double-knee leg guards. Full calf and ankle wings, 
extra long hinged instep/foot cap especially important for umpires who 
don’t wear protective footwear.  
“Posi-Fit 13.0”  $59.00

#5014 Soccer style leg guards. Light weight designed to be worn under 
socks. 13” $9.00

#5015 Diamond Ump Lite series shin guards featuring Diamond Grid 
Tech Foam for superior ventilation and comfort. Extremely light weight 
plastic, Durable snap-loc Tifco buckles. Removable toe extensions. 
Available in 15” and 17” Posi-Fit lengths.
#5015M Posi-Fit 15” $39.00
#5015L Posi-Fit 17” $39.00

#5018 New Diamond shin leg guards are designed to fit under most 
umpire pants. Provides great protection below the knee. Double plastic 
snap straps. Add optional Toe Extensions #5019 for additional protection. 
 $29.00

#5019 Diamond Toe Extension. Fits 5018 shin guards for extra 
protection. (Sold individually) $5.00

FOOTbaLL OFFICIaL’S JERSEy
#F1121P Football Official’s Jersey, Collared Front, Short Sleeves with 
left front pocket. 100% Wrap Knit Polyester. Reinforced construction, 
fully lined collar, front and rear scooped tails.
Size: S, M, L, XL $25.00
Size: 2X $27.00
Size: 3X $31.00
Size: 4X $33.00

#F1130P Cool Mesh Football Officials Jersey, Collared Front, 
Short Sleeves with left front pocket. Cool Mesh Polyester Moisture 
Management Knit. Reinforced construction, fully lined collar, front and 
rear scooped tails.
Size: S, M, L, XL $29.00
Size: 2X $31.00
Size: 3X $33.00
Size: 4X $35.00

baSKETbaLL REFEREE SHIRT
#B1125 Basketball Referee Shirt. The shirt is made of 100% Polly Mesh 
Material and it is perfect for officiating Basketball or Wrestling. Features 
V-Neck front, Black sleeve trim, reinforced construction, Long scoop tail, 
High quality whistle loop tie.  
Size: S, M, L, XL $24.00
Size: XXL $26.00
Size: 3X $28.00
Size: 4X $30.00

#B1131 Cool Mesh Basketball Referee Shirt. The shirt made of Cool 
Mesh Polyester Moisture Management Material. Perfect for officiating 
Basketball or Wrestling. Features V-Neck front, Black sleeve trim, 
reinforced construction, Long scoop tail, High quality whistle loop tie.  
Size: S, M, L, XL $27.00
Size: 2X $29.00
Size: 3X $31.00
Size: 4X $33.00

#B1151 Gray Basketball Referee Shirt. 100% Sublimated mock mesh 
polyester, Gray with black pin stripe. Features V-Neck front, Black sleeve 
trim, reinforced construction, Long scoop tail, High quality whistle loop tie.  
Size: S, M, L, XL $25.00
Size: 2X $27.00
Size: 3X $29.00
Size: 4X $31.00
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#B1131

NOW OFFERING BASKETBALL & FOOTBALL OFFICIAL GEAR

#B1151

NEW!

CHEST
S (34-36)
M (38-40)
L (42-44)

XL (46-48)
XXL (50-52)
XXXL (54-56)
XXXXL (58-60)

SHIRT SIZES
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Combat Helps 
Grow Slow Pitch 
in Europe
by Holly Krivokapich 

Don Cooper, Johnny McCraw and Christan Dowling are legendary in the slow pitch world of 
the United States but for 11 days in May they became rock stars in the world of European slow 
pitch. The group from Combat Sports traveled to Europe to help teach the sport of slow pitch 
softball and through many two to three hour clinics truly made a difference. 

ASA Executive Director Ron Radigonda 
approached Cooper, Vice President 
of Sales and Marketing for Combats 
Sports, about him and his athletes 
going to Europe. The tour through 
Europe was part of a development 
agreement between the European 
Softball Federation (ESF) and the 
ASA. The event was sponsored by 
the ESF, the ASA, the British Softball 
Federation and the UK development 
agency BaseballSoftballUK. Cooper not 
only agreed to bring two of the top U.S. 
players over but also stepped up to help 
sponsor the tour. This tour is the first 
of its kind setting up Cooper for the 
precedent that his group would set. 
“I don’t know if I really had any reserva-
tions rather my concern was if there 
would be enough participation and 
just how the whole event would work 
out. ‘If the trip was a failure who would 
go over there and do it the next time? 

Would we be able to come back over to 
the states and tell our story of a highly 
successful event where others would 
want to go over there and do it?’ said 
Cooper. “After I spoke with the people 
in Ireland, England and Ron here in the 
states a couple times I could tell they 
were behind it and on board. What 
ended up being biggest problem was 
that we had too many people.” 
	 The Combat group spent May 6-8 in 
Ireland, were they worked with the Irish 
National Slow pitch Team and coaches, 
before the extensive tour through 
England began on May 9.  
	 The slow pitch experience of 
participants ranged from one to three 
seasons which in that states doesn’t 
exactly equal beginner status when 
you factor in the typical background of 
athletes in the states. In Europe many 
of the athlets are literally picking up the 
game from scratch with no experience 

in a diamond sport before with rugby, 
cricket and soccer being the dominant 
sports. For some this was the first in-
troduction to a bat, ball, glove and even 
the basic rules of the game.
	 Any doubts of success were put to 
rest in Manchester, England when the 
Combat team was set to host a four-
hour clinic for 35-40 people. The good 
news was 35 people showed up, the bad 
news was they brought 60 with them. 
Feeling guilty for not having enough 
time to truly work with the individuals, 
a pub down the street provided more 
time for the participants after they lost 
light.
	 "We've had some tremendous feed-
back from the session about all the little 
tips that were passed on, especially with 
regards to Johnny's batting training. 
People really felt that the coaching had 
an immediate impact on their perfor-
mance,” said Harvey Pryor of the East 

Don Cooper (far right) instructs students in Europe.
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Christan Dowling 
met with athletes 

at a pub who were 
eager to learn more 
about softball after 
the sun went down.

Midlands Softball League Committee. 
"The women who attended Christan's 
women's training session also gave 
glowing reports and examples of im-
provements they'd been able to make, 
and judging by the autograph-hunting 
and photos that were being taken in the 
pub afterwards they were clearly very 
impressed with her methods."
 	 Cooper, McCraw and Dowling have 
extensive background in conducting 
clinics but the clinics are typically built 
around refining skills, helping with 
mechanical flaws and covering more in 
depth topics but at the clinics it Europe 
they realized they must take a different 
approach. After a couple stops they re-
alized they needed to take the training 
down a bit, having taken for granted all 
the training we have in the U.S. They 
started each one with an hour of the 
basics of throwing before going over 
the basics of the grip or how cut offs 
worked. 
	 “We didn’t know going in what the 
levels would be but it didn’t matter. You 
love the game, you love the game. For 
us it was fun to work with these people 
who were like sponges just wanting 
to learn and learn.  It was fun to work 
with kids that have never put a glove 
on,” said Cooper. “In some cases the 

participants would ask if they were 
right or left handed. We figured out 
a quick way to figure it out by asking 
them what foot they kicked with. It was 
the little things that we take for granted 
that we had to slow down and go back 
over. The only frustration in any of 
it was that there wasn’t enough time 

to work with all of these 
people.” 
      The week wrapped up 
at a 51-team tournament 
in London where the fields 
were less than ideal with 
no backstops, fences or in-
fields. The field crew would 
paint lines, throw down 
bases and put up a tem-
porary fence to stop the 
ball from rolling. Through 
all the travels the Combat 
Team did they only ran 
across one park with a 
permanent fence and only 
a couple with a backstop. 
The lack of facilities in 
Europe, especially London, 
was just one of the reasons 
the decision to cut softball 
from the Olympics was so 
devastating. 
      “They have a huge 
desire over in Europe 
to make softball a big 

sport. One of the things that broke 
the English people’s heart was the loss 
of the Olympics. They finally felt they 
would get the facilities they needed 
to grow the sport. Everywhere we 
went the people mentioned the loss of 
softball and baseball in the Olympics,” 
said Cooper. “I think the removal of 
those two sports from the Olympics has 
affected that group more than anyone 
else in the world. Obviously it affected 
the United States with funding and 
the Olympic team but it really affected 
them from developing their sport. They 
were excited to get the venues to help 
grown their sport. I don’t know how 
many times people told me it just broke 
their heart.”
     As soon as the Combat team re-
turned to the States, they began 
fielding phone calls, emails and face 
book messages asking when they could 
return. With countless stories of suc-
cess ranging from learning the proper 
throwing mechanics to girls on a team 
who grounded out but were so excited 
because they actually made contact, it 
leaves little doubt in the mind that this 
event not only met expectation but 
exceeded them setting the bar high for 
the future. 

Johnny McCraw helps 
athletes improve 
their game at the 

plate while in Europe.
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Click here for a complete list of events at the Mecca of Softball, log onto www.asasoftball.com.

Second Look

6
Keep Score!
CHANGES

SEE IF YOU CAN FIND THE SIX DIFFERENCES IN THESE TWO PICTURES!

PRINT 
ME!

Oklahoma State fans enjoy action at the NCAA Women’s 
College World Series at the ASA Hall of Fame Stadium in 
Oklahoma City.

1. Right Girl's Shirt
2. Water Bottle Logo
3. Fan in Background
4. Fan's Hat
5. Left Girl's Bow
6. Right Girl's Ring
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Dallas ASA Umpire Michael Gregory sent us an article that we knew our readers 
would love especially those with a love of the other diamond sport, baseball.
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                          at the United States Olympic 
Training Center in Chula Vista, Calif., approxi-
mately 40 USA Softball hopefuls gather to try 
out for the USA Softball Women’s National 
Team. Training among other Olympic hopefuls 
while also competing for a spot to represent 
your country is an experience like no other. 
This year 35 athletes headed to California, June 
12-16 to compete for a spot on the USA Softball 
Women’s National Team.
	 This elite group of athletes will spend 
plenty of time in the red, white and blue as they 
will visit three countries, competing in six dif-
ferent events. The team will be announced on 
Friday, June 17.  Fans in the United States will 
get four opportunities to see the team in action 
with three exhibition stops scheduled as well as 
the World Cup of Softball VI, July 21-25,
in Oklahoma City. For ticket information
on all these locations, please go to
www.usasoftball.com
	 This team will also look to continue the leg-
acy of USA Softball as they seek the program’s 
eighth Pan American Championship title at 
the 2011 Pan American Games in Guadalajara, 
Mexico, Oct. 17-23. Rounding out the 
International appearances is Canada where the 
team will make an appearance at the Canadian 
Open Fast Pitch International Championship.

Valerie Arioto (Pleasanton, Calif./California)

Ashley Holcombe-Bell (Fayetteville, Ga./Alabama)

Ashley Brignac (River Ridge, La./ULL)

Megan Bush (Anaheim Hills, Ca./Florida)

Kaylyn Castillo (Norco, Calif./Arizona State)

Whitney Canion (Aledo, Texas/Baylor)

Raven Chavanne (Thousand Oaks, Calif./Tennessee)

Kaitlin Cochran (Yorba Linda, Calif./Arizona State)

Cheyenne Coyle (West Hills, Calif./Florida)

Brigette Del Ponte (Peoria, Ariz./Arizona)

Dallas Escobedo (Glendale, Ariz./Arizona State)

Lauren Gibson (Pasadena, Md./ Tennessee)

Kelly Grieve (Asheville, N.C./Tennessee)

Andrea Harrison (Garden Grove, Calif./UCLA)

Jolene Henderson (Elk Grove, Calif./California)

Taylor Hoagland (Flower Mound, Texas/Texas)

Molly Johnson (Tucson, Ariz./Kentucky)

Ashley Lane (Escondido, Calif./Michigan)

Megan Langenfeld (Bakersfield, Calif./UCLA)

Jenae Leles (Sacramento, Calif./Arizona)

Annie Lockwood (Phoenix, Ariz./Arizona State)

Blaire Luna (Austin, Texas/Texas)

Meagan May (Spring, Texas/Texas A&M)

Stacy May (Reno, Nev./Iowa)

Jen Mineau (Schaghticoke, N.Y./Fordham)

Michelle Moultrie (Jacksonville, Fla./Florida)

Christine Orgeron (New Orleans, La./ULL)

Jenna Rich (El Segundo, Calif./Stanford)

Keilani Ricketts (San Jose, Calif./Oklahoma)

Brittany Schutte (Fountain Valley, Calif./Florida)

Jessica Shults (Valencia, Calif./Oklahoma)

Jordan Taylor (Valencia, Calif./Michigan)

Rhea Taylor (Buford, Ga./Missouri)

Chelsea Thomas (Pleasantville, Iowa/Missouri)

Shawna Wright (Lancaster, Calif./Washington)

Every summer

2011 USA Softball Women’s National
Team Selection Camp Participants

35 Athletes to Try Out for USA Softball National Team
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Kaitlin Cochran is a two-time member 
of the USA Softball Women’s National 
Team with a World Champion and 
two-time World Cup Champion on her 
resume. The three-time Pac-10 Player of 
the Year attended Selection Camp when 
she was at Arizona State and is now one 
of the veterans attending.  

B&S: “Do you remember your first camp 
experience?” 
KC: “I was a sophomore in college and 
it was so nerve racking. Playing on field 
with some of the best players in the 
world or and just to be able to talk to 
them and play alongside them was not 
only a great honor but a great experi-
ence. I remember having the best time 
ever because I was living out my dream. 
I knew I wasn’t on the team but a great 
experience. You got to talk to your 
heroes, one on one and more person-
ally. You weren’t just asking for an 
autograph.”

B&S: “Was there anything that stood out to 
be different than your expectations?” 
KC: “I think what stood out is that the 
players and coaches were so welcom-
ing. Even though it was a high stress 
atmosphere because you want to do well 
in a place like that and it was laid back 
in a sense. You are thinking ‘oh my gosh 
I have to perform at every bat and every 
pitch has to be perfect’. They really just 
want you to showcase your skills and go 
from there. They weren’t hardcore and 
really wanted you to be at ease. That was 
the biggest  surprised yet so refreshing. 

B&S: “Any advice you would like to give?”
KC: “Don’t be nervous. Just really enjoy 
the experience. First of all to just get 
out there and wear the red, white and 
blue is great but remember its just a 
tryout. Don’t make it more than it is. 

They know your talents and abilities and 
aren’t going to base everything on one 
tryout. They obviously have watched 
you play in the past so just go out there 
and do your best. Whatever happens, 
happens.” 

Jessica Shults just wrapped up her 
sophomore season at the University of 
Oklahoma and is making her first-ever 
Selection camp appearance. 

B&S: “Was attending the USA Softball 
National Team selection camp a dream you 
had?” 
JS: “I definitely did not dream of this. 
Growing up I would always watch the 
USA team and thought they were so 
good. I was so excited to get the email 
from USA Softball. I will literally in 
shock because this isn’t something I 
thought I would have the opportunity to 
do after watching these athletes play my 
whole life.” 

B&S: “What are you most looking forward 
to at camp?”
JS: “First of all the possibility of be-
ing able to represent my country is an 
honor. I am also looking forward to 
getting out on the field with some of the 
girls I have played with and against my 
whole life. Andrea Harrison, Jamia Reid 
and Jordan Taylor are just a few. I am 
also glad I will be out there with Keilani 
(Ricketts), my teammate at OU.” 

B&S: “Any idea of what it will be like for 
you?” 
JS: “I am expecting it to be pretty in-
tense. All the best softball players in the 
country will be there so I am sure the 
pressure will be on. I am looking forward 
to seeing what its all about and to have a 
good time.”

B&S Online caught up with two athletes who will be 
competing for a spot on this year’s National Team. Both 
in different places in their softball career but have 
the same goal of wearing the red, white and blue.

35 Athletes to Try Out for USA Softball National Team
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Kaitlin Cochran
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JAMIE

NATIONAL OFFICE PROFILEsNATIONAL OFFICE PROFILEs
DEVIN

JAMIE
BLANCHARD
Marketing and 
Communications 
Coordinator 
Started in June 2009

DEVIN
LOEHRS
RegisterASA.com
Technical Support
Started in 2007 as a
part-time worker

What do you do on a daily basis?
On a daily basis, I mainly oversee the content updates for 
our two websites, ASASoftball.com and USASoftball.com, as 
well as our social media outreach. If you have every won-
dered who is the phantom ASA Softball poster on Facebook 
or Twitter, it’s me. I also work with our USA Softball Junior 
Women’s National Team and Men’s Slow Pitch National 
Team athletes to generate publicity for those athletes, their 
team and their events.

What is your favorite part of your job? 
My favorite part of my job is interacting with our junior 
women. They are an incredible bunch of athletes but more 
importantly, they are excellent people. My co-workers and 
the USA Softball “Ultimate Fans” are a lot of fun too.

What has been your favorite experience with the ASA? 
My favorite experience was traveling with the Junior 
Women to the III Pan American Championship (18-Under) 
in Bogota, Colombia, last year. I am looking forward to 
watching the team win the International Softball Federation 
(ISF) Junior Women’s World Championship this December 
in Cape Town, South Africa. 

Were you involved with softball before joining 
the National Office? 
I never played softball but growing up in Tucson, Ariz., 
you have no choice but to be a University of Arizona fan. 
Bear down! Before moving to Oklahoma City, I covered the 
Wildcat softball team for the Arizona Daily Star newspaper.

What do you like to do when you’re not working? 
I help maintain a figure skating website, Figure Skaters 
Online. I am always looking for an excuse to travel, whether 
for figure skating or not. And I love watching reality TV, 
especially anything Jersey. 

Anything else to add? 
A shout out to my niece Madison, my nephews Cal and Evan 
and my boyfriend Lance, who is currently serving with the 
U.S. Air Force in Afghanistan. 

What do you do on a daily basis?
From the time I sit in my cubical to the time I leave, I answer 
phone calls to direct people around RegisterASA.com. I also 
like to act like I’m important when I am around John Miller 
and the other high rollers of ASA.

What is your favorite part of your job? 
The people I work with. I have worked for about four dif-
ferent places and the friendliness and personalities of the 
people here has been unmatchable.

What has been your favorite experience with the ASA? 
My favorite experience has to be announcing NCAA Division 
I softball games and high school state championships at the 
ASA Hall of Fame Stadium.

Were you involved with softball before joining 
the National Office? 
From the time I was born, I was around the National Office 
because of my father, Mark Loehrs, who is the chief financial 
officer. I have grown up at this complex doing things like 
playing hide and seek in the museum. It’s almost like a 
second home to me from all the time I have spent here over 
the past 20 years. 

What do you like to do when you’re not working? 
I almost answered this question as if it was “not working on 
the clock”, for the safety of my job I think I’ll avoid that part. 
When I’m not at ASA I like working on my Mustang, playing 
my guitar and just being a college student. 
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SportaFence Product 

Product Features 

 Heavy-duty portable chainlink fence panels: 6ft H x 10ft 
L / Weight: 175 lbs. (also available in 5’H x 10’L) 

 Constructed of durable galvanized steel with 8-gauge 
coated chainlink fence material. 

 Connectors secure panels together to form one continu-
ous fence. 

 Legs collapse for easy storage.  

Product Description 

SportaFence™ is a revolutionary new design that al-

lows softball and baseball outfield fences to be easily 

moved from field to field.  It quickly adjusts to specific  

field dimensions. 

Staffing Solutions 

With SportaFence™ an entire field can be ready for 

play in one hour. This high quality fencing  enhances 

player safety and adds excitement to the game. 

References  

 An ASA Official Portable Fence; NCAA Women’s Col-
lege World Series®; NCAA Division II and III Softball 
Championships; City of Woodland, City of Santa Maria, 
Salem VA, etc. 

Dan Gentry, President SportaFence and ASA Championship Facility Oklahoma 

  

“Fencing Without Boundaries” 

S p o r t a F e n c e  M a r k e t i n g  E n t e r p r i s e s ,  L L C  

7485 Rush River Dr. Suite 710-316 
Sacramento, CA 95831 

(916) 715.6287 www.sportafence.com  
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Being a family  
member of Team 
USA has its benefits.
Take advantage of partnership 
travel discounts.

United has flown Team USA for over 30 years, and we strive to be the airline of choice for 
Olympic family members as well. That’s why we offer discounted fares for USOC/NGB  
associated events. Visit united.com/USOC to book your flight, or to learn more. 

©2011 United Air Lines, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Flying America’s Team for 30 Years.
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