BYA Parents Meeting Discussion

Bentonville Youth Athletics: Bentonville Youth Athletics is a non-profit, volunteer, competitive sports organization developing Bentonville Public School's youth for junior high and high school sports.  More information on our organization can be found at www.bentonvilleyouthathletics.com.

Bentonville Schools coaches: The high school and junior high coaches are heavily involved in our programs during the preseason.  The high school coaches will put on 4 coaching clinics over June and July for our coaches.  Our coaches attended Spring Football practice to observe.  We consult heavily with Coach Grant and Athletic Department administration.  Jr high coaches and high school coaches attend our games to support the kids. 

Gridiron Football League:  We play in the Gridiron Football League, a community-based program facilitated by the AAO.

Game Location:  Most games are played at the AAO facility in Rogers; 4667 S Dixieland Rd, Rogers.  Alternative game-like experiences could occur at other Bentonville/Rogers locations.  We’re working on (1) game at BHS stadium.

Uniforms:  Game jerseys are provided by the BYA.  All other practice and uniform needs, including game pants, pads and helmet are the responsibility of the player.  We will have an equipment store with Eastbay that can provide pants, cleats, gloves, and other equipment.  Helmets are not available.

Helmets:  Black helmets are required.  If a black helmet is not available, players have had success painting in the past.  A black helmet will be needed by the AAO Jamboree in mid-August.

Practices:  Practices are held at Bentonville Schools Jr. high fields, including Washington, Fulbright, and Lincoln.  Coaches will communicate practice times and practice requirements & limitations.

“Closed” Practices:  Our organization wants to create an environment where the kids can focus on coaching from the team coaches.  While it’s difficult to close practices, we ask that parent’s distance themselves from the field and do not interact with the kids or coaches during practices, even during water breaks.  Water bottles should be in a team location, not with the parents.  We ask that you do not move up and down the sidelines as practices move.  Of course, emergencies or injury supersede these guidelines.

Coaching certification:  in addition to the coaching clinics offered by BHS High School coaches, all our football coaches are required to be USA Certified Coaches.  All coaches undergo a background check.

Communication from Coaches:  Coaches will primarily be communicating with parents through the SportsEngine App.  The app provides message, chat, and scheduling functionality.  Some coaches may choose an alternate form for communication like email, text group or another app.  If that is the case, your coach will notify you.  Note that SportsEngine is a different app than Tourney Machine used by the AAO.

Communication to the Coaches:  Coaches will share their preferred method for communication.  We do ask that you find time outside of practice and games, including immediately before and immediately after, to discuss needs or concerns with the coaches.  Of course, if your coach prefers to speak before/after games or practice, we’ll support that.

Communication with BYA: The best way to reach a BYA member is through email at bentonvilleyouthathletics@gmail.com.  This email address is monitored daily.

Roster size:  Roster sizes in grades 4-6 will likely exceed 40 players because limitations in league size (# of teams) and a strong focus on development of players.

Game time requirements:  We do not have game playing time requirements for games.

Alternative game-like experiences: Given the roster sizes and our desire to provide game-like experience to all players, we are working on a plan for alternative game-like experiences, which could include some combination of: a 5th non-regulation period immediately following regulation league games; mid-week scrimmages against other community teams, like Pea Ridge and Gravette; and mid-week scrimmages against other grade-level teams within the BHS BYA organization.  More details will be made available in August as we finalize team sizes and work with the other communities and AAO on a plan.

Tackle Football Registration costs:  Registration fees iare TBD for the 2022 season.   A payment link will be sent to you via email prior to tackle football practices beginning in August.  Registration fees must be paid to practice tackle football.  Registration fees cover league fees, insurance, and game jersey.  7on7 fees are separate.  2020 and 2021 fees were $200-$230. We expect to be in that range. 

7on7: For rising 4-6th graders there is an opportunity to play in (2) AAO 7on7 tournaments.  Teams will be formed based on interest and coach availability over the next 2-3 weeks.  Tournaments are held on July 16th and 23rd.  7on7 fees are based on team size and will be determined in the next 2-3 weeks.  7on7 fees were ~$50 for uniform and tournaments costs in 2021.

Scholarships: Need-based scholarships are available through Bentonville Youth Athletics.  Please contact us at Bentonvilleyouthathletics@gmail.com for an application.

Equipment store:  We expect cleats, pants, socks, gloves, and shoulder pads to be available through a special team equipment store on Eastbay.  Helmets are not available in the equipment store.

Fan Store:  Tiger Football fan attire including shirts and sweatshirts area available through an Eastbay fan shop.  The fan store can be accessed through our Web site.

Parent & player code of conduct:  A player and parent code of conduct is available on our BYA website.  

Estimated timeline
May 22: Evaluations at TAC
~June 1: 7on7 practices
~July 1: 7on7 registation fees due
July 16: 7on7 Tournament at AAO
July 23: 707 Tournament at AAO
July 31: Tackle Football registration fees due
August 1: Tackle Football practice begins for all participants
Late August – late October: Tackle football games and game-like experiences
