
2021 Summer Reading / Honors ELA 9th Grade / Mayfield High School 

Assignments Due: August 9, 2021 

Instructor: Joe W. Wright / jwright@lcps.net / 575-644-8850 (text preferred) 

Dear Students and Parents/Guardians: 

     The Following are resources and annotation work that must be done by the first day of school (August 

9, 2021): 

 The novel should be annotated either directly on the book’s pages (if a student possesses a personal 

copy of the novel) or in a notebook accompanying the novel (if the student novel has been checked 

out by the student as a library/school book; according to Cornell Note format).  

 The annotations should include information regarding any literary elements and their function(s) 

within the text (metaphors, similes, allusions, imagery, etc.) 

 The annotations should also include information relative to the stages of the Hero’s Journey.  

 Writing Assignment (DUE: August 9, 2021): Write two well-formatted letters from the point-of-view 

(perspective) of two of the novel’s important characters that Santiago might receive while on his 

journey. The letters must be fitting to the personality and style of the two important characters you 

choose. 

Please consider the following procedures seriously: 

1. Do not procrastinate. Reading/annotations should be done on a regular basis until the text is completely 

read, academically annotated, and meaningfully (scholarly) understood. Unprepared students must be 

ready to endure lower grades than their prepared peers (please note that late work is similarly 

unacceptable and will result in grade reduction equal to 5% per day late). 

 

2. Students registering late to the course (over the summer) should contact the instructor immediately to 

determine any need for the beginning of the course. 

 

3. Summer reading IS NOT group work. Such is considered plagiarism at the high school academic level. 

 

 

“There is only one thing that makes a dream impossible to achieve: the 

fear of failure.”                                                                         --Paulo Coelho, The Alchemist 

SUMMER READING NOVEL:  

The Alchemist, by Paulo Coelho 

mailto:jwright@lcps.net
https://lsc.cornell.edu/how-to-study/taking-notes/cornell-note-taking-system/
http://www.movieoutline.com/articles/the-hero-journey-mythic-structure-of-joseph-campbell-monomyth.html

