OPL 18u Tournament

Friday begins the OPL 18u Tournament.  The schedule is posted on the website.  On Friday and Saturday, we will play pool play games.  On Sunday will be the semifinals and championship games.  In addition, for the teams that asked for a consolation game, if they do not make the semifinals, they will be set up in a consolation game.
As for weather situations, we will do our best to keep you informed. We will get you weather information as soon as we know.   If it does rain, then we will attempt to play more games on Sunday to get as many pool play games in.  This may mean either no championship game—the best record wins, or just the top 2 make the championship game. 
Tournament rules: 
1) We will follow OPL rules with the following exceptions:
2) A coin flip determines the home team.  For the semis and championship, the higher seed is the home team as determined by the tiebreaking rules. 
3) Time for infield/outfield must be split evenly.  Games will start on time if possible.  Teams will have ample time to warm up pitcher between games.
4) Time limit (if no rain)-no inning can start 2:15 from start time of game .  If there is rain, this rule may be adjusted. For the championship game, there is a 2:30 time limit.   Time limits may be changed in case of rain.  (or Friday at AOA, 2 hr time limit)
5) Game is official if 4 innings are played (3 ½ if home team is winning) and is stopped by rain and cannot be completed.
6) Tournament standings are kept by tournament points: +1pt for a win 0 pt for a tie -1 pt for a loss 
7) Tiebreakers: a) head to head (only if all tied teams played each other)  b) average runs allowed  c) average run differential (10 run max)  d) average runs scored  e) coin flip.  If a team forfeits a game, they lose all tiebreakers.
8) BATS:  BBCOR -3 Bats.  
9)  Tournament Run spread rules: 15 after 3 inn,  12 after 4 inn, 10 after 5 inn, 8 after 6 inn.
10) Modified Pitching rules—At the 10u-16u age divisions, we went with an innings restriction.  However I do believe that a pitch count would be a better indicator.  But knowing that teams are not used to and sometimes are not prepared to play by pitch count, we will play by a modified pitch count for the tournament:
--125 pitches max in a day
--50 pitches or more in a day, cannot pitch the remainder of the tournament.

--- Enforcement of Pitching Rules 
When a pitcher reaches or exceeds his max, the coach of the hitting team is to call timeout and let the umpire and the opposing coach know.  The pitcher needs to be removed from the mound.   No forfeit.  
If the pitcher is not removed from the mound after this warning, then a protest is filed with the tournament director and the game continues.  At the conclusion of the game, the tournament director will decide a forfeit if pitching rules are broken.
If there is no protest filed with the league after warning, then the game score will count.
***Each team needs to report their score and innings!  If you use Gamechanger, I will get them off of the Gamechanger.  Or you can text it to 440-725-9293.****
11) Rosters will be listed on the website.  
-- (new Tourn. Rule) During pool play, teams may add to their league roster which also acts as a tournament roster (by filling out the Player Contract online) .  
However during the bracket play (quarter, semis and championship) your roster will be locked—no adding players.  Therefore you may only add players for tournament play until Saturday evening when the last game is played.  From that point until Sunday night, no players will be added to your roster.
12)  No roster batting allowed!  We will follow league rules per batting 9 or 10.
13)  Games are 7 innings, unless completed by time limit or run spread.  Games will go extra innings if time limit is not reached.  Pool play games may end in a tie.  Bracket games must be played until there is a winner.

 TOURNAMENT EXPENSES
--Umpires—each team will pay one umpire.  
--Bring two new OPL baseballs every game.  Have extra good ones ready to be thrown in. 
--When game is done and your team is not the next game, please clean up the dugout and evacuate field immediately. Allow the next two teams to come into the bench area and get ready for their game.
--please do realize that all other rules not listed here go by league rules which are at www.ohioprospectsleague.org
***Each team needs to report their score and innings!  (unless you are using Gamechanger!)
***The tournament reserves the right to change the schedule based on weather issues.  This may include changing locations, game times, tournament format, and shortening time limits.  Please inform your parents***
***ABSOLUTELY NO METAL SPIKES, NO GUM AND NO SUNFLOWER SEEDS ALLOWED AT ANDREWS OSBORNE.
