Coach:  Cut/paste all of the following into an email and be sure to delete/update all of the information that’s highlighted yellow.  Have a great season!

Welcome to [TEAM NAME]!

My name is [COACH NAME] and I am excited to be a volunteer coach with FC Brandywine Rec Soccer.  I look forward to working with the team to develop their skills, knowledge, and teamwork this season.

A little about me: (may include: soccer experience, coaching experience, child(ren) on the team, coaching ‘philosophy’, etc.)

Please note the following logistics for our team:
· SportsEngine – Please download the app, which will be how we’ll communicate (chat) and manage RSVPs for games and practices
· Practices – [day] & [start/end time] at [location].  Our first practice will be [date]
· Games – Saturdays, September 6 to November 20 at Bethel Springs Elementary.
· NEEDED – Volunteer assistant coach(es)!  Email me if you can help with practices and games.

Player Equipment
· Each player is required to provide their own soccer cleats + shin guards + soccer socks (high/elastic) + water bottle.  Please label everything!
· As part of your registration fee, your player will receive a team jersey from FC Brandywine

Practices & Games
· PRACTICES - Please plan to stay at the field during practices (thank you!)
· GAMES – Please arrive 15 minutes before the game time, so players can warm-up and be ready at the game-starting whistle.  Be sure your player wears their team jersey, cleats, and shin guards, and brings a full water bottle.  
· PLAYING TIME – Rec soccer is about learning the game and having fun!  Players will be rotated through different positions and I will do my best to provide equal playing time for all players.
· REFEREES – FCB Rec Soccer relies on high school-aged referees to officiate our games.  Please keep this in mind, as this program is also about helping our referees develop their soccer leadership.

Lastly, please see below for an important message from FC Brandywine, BYC’s rec and travel soccer program.

Thank you and I look forward to seeing you and your player(s) soon!

[Coach name]
[Coach email]
[Coach phone – optional]


Welcome to FC Brandywine Rec Soccer!  We are looking forward to another great season of soccer development, camaraderie and FUN on the field!  Please take a moment to review some important information about the role we each play in creating a positive soccer environment for our players.  Don’t miss news about FCB School’s Out Soccer Camps and Travel Soccer, too.

PLAYER & PARENT EXPECTATIONS
1. Respect Everyone
· Treat teammates, opponents, coaches, referees, and spectators with kindness and fairness.
· No bullying, discrimination, or abusive language on or off the field.
2. Play Fair
· Follow the rules of the game and respect referee decisions.
· Avoid aggressive or dangerous play. This is about fun, not winning at all costs.
3. Be a Good Sport
· Celebrate wins with humility and accept losses with grace.
· Encourage teammates and applaud good effort from all players.

If a player demonstrates disruptive behavior during practice or a game, the coach will follow the following protocol: 
1. 1st time - Immediately following an incident, the coach will remind the player of proper behavior and that if it happens again, they will have to sit-out.
2. 2nd time at the same event – Player will have to sit out for two minutes.  
3. 3rd time at the same event – The player will be removed (sit out) for the rest of the practice.   At the end of the practice, the Coach will speak privately with the player and parent about what happened.  
4. That day, the Coach will email FCB leadership about the incident.
· If the negative behavior continues on multiple occasions, the Coach is to escalate the concern to the Director of Rec Soccer to manage the situation, which may include removing the player from the program.

SCHOOL’S OUT SOCCER CAMPS 
FCB soccer camps are a great way for your player(s) to keep up with soccer!  Watch for registration to open in the Fall.
2025-26 CAMP DATES: OCT. 20 (Diwali) + JAN. 19 (MLK Day) + FEB. 16 (President’s Day) + FEB. 17 (Lunar New Year) + MAR. 20 (Teacher In-Service) + MAR 30 to APR 2 (Spring Break)

CURIOUS ABOUT FCB TRAVEL SOCCER? Stop by the FCB tent at Rec games, Sept. 13!  
FC Brandywine is a competitive travel soccer club based right here in Garnet Valley!  Our professional coaches bring years of winning experience, helping players to develop their skills and deepen their understanding of the game.  FCB strikes the rare balance of being a competitive soccer club that appreciates the importance of well-rounded athletes and a strong sense of community connection.  

Thank you for your support of FC Brandywine Rec Soccer!  We hope you have a terrific season.

Mike Salladino
Program Director, FC Brandywine Rec Soccer
