




















AAHA Secretary Report 

December 2018 

• After a thorough review of all AAHA Voting Directors it was discovered that

we had several directors that had background screening and/or safesport

certification that was expired.  Those directors were notified via email and

asked to complete new screening/safesport immediately.

• The updated policy and procedure handbook dated 11/30/18 was 
uploaded to the website.



I have nothing but 'reminders' for the meeting: 
  
    Don't forget, background screening and SafeSport training are required PRIOR to any coach or 
volunteer being involved in an active role with the team; 
    Locker room monitor polices for each association must be in place. 
  
That's all I have so far....  :) 
  
Herb.... 

 



Bylaw and Policy Committee Report 
December 2018 AAHA Meeting 

Prepared By:  Sherri Koshiol 
Date:  December 1, 2018 

 

Changes to Policy Sections 9.0, 13.3.1.5, 13.4.3, 10.9.7, 10.9.8, 10.9.9, 13.2.4, 

13.3.3, 13.4.1, 10.4, 10.1 and 20.15 were incorporated into a new version of the 

policy and uploaded to the AAHA website.   

 

 

FYI - Policy Committee, EC and others are working on the following: 

1. Revisions to AZYHL rules appendix to policy manual 

2. Defining all AAHA Committees’ purpose, authority, membership – new 

proposed section to the AAHA Bylaws 

 

 

 

Proposal #1: Delinquent Player List Section 8 of Policy Manual 

(Tabled from November meeting pending comments from Rick Carter which 

are shown below in BLUE.  Previously proposed changes still shown in RED) 

 

8. Player Eligibility 

8.1  No player shall be rostered on any team or participate in any practice or 

game until he or she has registered with USA Hockey for the current season. 

 

8.2  No player will be rostered with any Member Association if that player or 
his/her parent(s) remain indebted to any other AAHA Member 

Association and are delinquent with respect to any financial 
obligation.  AAHA will maintain a list of Affiliate players who have not timely 

satisfied their financial obligations, irrespective of whether the obligation is 
owed by the player or his/her parent(s), to a Member Association or one of 
its teams.  This list will be referred to as the “Delinquent Player List” (DPL). 

 8.2.1 Member Associations may add players to the DPL at any time 
during the current playing season by submitting the following 
documentation to the AAHA Executive Committee: 

a. Player name  

b. Date of Birth  

c. Contact information of the player being added  

d. Copy of signed Association contract or documentation 
evidencing the debt owed  

e. Dollar amount owed to Association  



f.  Description of collection attempts/timeline and an explanation 
of the nature of the delinquency. 

8.3  Upon submittal by a Member Association, the AAHA Executive Committee 

will conduct a review to ensure that the information and 
documentation required by 8.2.1 has been provided such that 

the submission is complete. 

 8.3.1  If all required information and documentation has been 
submitted to the Executive Committee, the player shall be added 

to the DPL once the submittal is accepted pursuant to 8.3.3.  

8.3.2  If required information or documentation is found to be missing, 
the submittal will be returned to the submitting Member 
Association with a clear description of what is missing.  The 

Member Association may cure the deficiency and resubmit to the 
Executive Committee for acceptance and placement of the player 

on the DPL.  

8.3.3  Once the Executive Committee has received a 
complete submission by a Member Association, the submission 

will be accepted and the subject player/parent(s) shall be 
presumed to be delinquent with respect to the financial 
obligation identified in the submittal. However, in the event that 

the Executive Committee determines that, on its face, the 
submission, though complete, nonetheless fails to adequately 

identify a delinquent financial obligation, the submitting Member 
Association shall be notified that the submittal will not been 
accepted until the Executive Committee’s perceived deficiency 

has been cured. Once cured, the submission will be accepted and 
the presumption of delinquency shall then apply. The 

presumption is rebuttable on appeal as prescribed herein.     

8.4  Players added to the DPL may not participate in any activities for any team 
or Member Association (including the Association thatcaused the player to 
be placed on the DPL) until: (1) the involved financial obligation(s) 

is/are satisfied and the Executive Committee is notified by the involved 
Member Association to remove the player from the DPL; or (2) the 

player/parent(s) have successfully appealed or have secured a judgment 
or other final and binding legal determination establishing that no 

delinquent financial obligation exists.  

8.5  Any player that has been listed on the Delinquent Player List and desires to 
move to another AAHA Member Association is required to obtain a full 
unconditional release from the Member Association to which money is 

owed.  

8.6  Any player not listed on the DPL will be assumed to be in good financial 
standing and eligible for all USA Hockey activities.  

8.7  The Arizona Amateur Hockey Association (AAHA) assumes no responsibility 

for contractual and/or financial agreements entered into between the 
players, their families, and each individual Association within the Affiliate.  

Responsibility at all times remain with the contracting parties. 



  

8.8  Players/Parents wishing to appeal the addition of a player to the DPL may 
request an appeal hearing before the AAHA Executive Committee by 

sending a written request for an appeal hearing to the President of 
AAHA.  The AAHA President shall schedule an appeal review within 

fourteen (14) calendar days of receiving the request. At such hearing, the 
appealing player/parent(s) shall have the burden of rebutting the 

presumption of delinquency by establishing that a good faith and 
reasonable dispute exists as to whether the involved debt is either owed or 
is in a delinquent status. Should the Executive Committee determine that 

such a good faith and reasonable dispute exists, the player shall be 
removed from the DPL and the contracting parties will be left to adjudicate 

the dispute as they so choose. The Executive Committee will not make a 
determination as to the legitimacy of the debt or delinquency, but only 
whether a good faith and reasonable dispute exists concerning same. No 

player shall be maintained on the DPL whereas such a dispute is found to 
exist. No player shall be maintained on the DPL while an appeal, either 

pursuant to this section or 8.9, is pending. However, during the pendency 
of an appeal by a player/parent(s) the involved Member Association will 
not be required to issue an unconditional release. 

8.9  Players/Parents wishing to appeal the decision of the AAHA Executive 

Committee can request an appeal hearing before the entire AAHA 
Board.  A written request for an appeal hearing shall be sent to the AAHA 

President fourteen (14) days prior to the next scheduled AAHA Board 
Meeting.  The AAHA Board shall place the appeal hearing on the AAHA 
Board Meeting Agenda at their next scheduled meeting. The appealing 

player/parent(s) shall have the same burden as prescribed by 8.8. 

8.10  A Member Association wishing to appeal a decision of the AAHA Executive 
Committee can request an appeal hearing before the entire AAHA 

Board.  A written request for an appeal hearing shall be sent to the AAHA 
President fourteen (14) days prior to the next scheduled AAHA Board 

Meeting.  The AAHA Board shall place the appeal hearing on the AAHA 
Board Meeting Agenda at their next scheduled meeting. The appealing 
Member Association shall have the burden of establishing that no good 

faith and reasonable dispute exists concerning the identified delinquency 
such that the player should be returned to the DPL. 

8.11  The DPL will only be accessible to the Executive Committee and 

Association Registrars. 

8.12  No Member Association shall allow a player (who is listed on the DPL) to 
sign an AAHA Commitment Letter for said Member Association and/or 

otherwise participate on a team from said Member Association without 
proper release from the prior Member Association that caused the player 
to be placed on the DPL, or until the player has otherwise been removed 

from the DPL.  Any Member Association in violation of this rule will be 
referred to the AAHA Disciplinary Committee for action which may include 

disciplinary action and/or a fine of up to $1000 per violation. 

 

  



Proposal #2: Clarification to Section 9 of the Policy Manual 

(The Board voted to incorporate changes to this section at the last meeting.  

Those changes have been incorporated and reflected below.  Additional 

changes from Rick Carter are proposed in blue for the Board’s 

consideration.  Minor grammatical revision in red.) 

 

9. Player Commitment and Release Letters 
 

9.1 The AAHA Board will provide AAHA Commitment letters and Release 
letters for use by Players, Parents and Associations for all AAHA 
Registered Tier I (AAA), Tier II (AA) Travel teams, A House/Rec and B 

House/Rec teams.   
 

9.1.1 The AAHA Commitment Letter commits a specific Member 
Association and a specific Team to a specific player and further, 
the specific player to a specific Member Association and a specific 

Team for one playing season.   
 

9.1.2 The commitment letter shall not be viewed as part of, or party to 
any contract or financial agreement required of players by 
individual Associations.   

 
9.1.3 The commitment shall expire at the conclusion of the USA Hockey 

National Tournament for Tier rostered players and at the 
conclusion of the AAHA State Championships for House/Rec 
rostered players.   

 
9.1.4 All players are required to sign AAHA's Electronic Commitment 

Letter for their respective Association in order to participate on 
that team as defined earlier in this paragraph.   

 

9.1.5 In the event that a Member Association does not sign the minimum 
number of players (House/Rec: 11 players or as noted in 10.9.7, 

Tier II: 14 players or as noted in 13.3.3.3.e, Tier I: 15 players or 
as noted in 13.2.4.3.d) to field the team that the player signed an 
AAHA Commitment Letter to play for, then the Member Association 

must offer the player(s) the option of being unconditionally 
released from their AAHA Letter of Commitment and receiving a 

refund of any monies paid to the Member Association, other than 
tryout fees, or offer the player(s) the option of signing with 
another team within that Member Association in lieu of an 

unconditional release.   
 

9.1.6 The AAHA Commitment Letter shall be signed electronically by the 
custodial parent(s) or legal guardian of any player under the legal 

age of 18 or by the player if they are of legal age AND by an agent 
authorized by the Member Association to make commitments on 
behalf of the Member Association.  Per Arizona law, after signing 

the AAHA Commitment Letter, Player/Parent have 3 calendar days 
to rescind. 

 
9.2 Commitment Letters are an electronic process that may not be offered 

or signed prior to the AAHA established tryout dates for each travel level 



of each playing year.  Any team within a Member Association shall have 
no more than eighteen (18) skaters and twenty (20) total rostered 

players, including goalies, signed to AAHA Commitment Letters at any 
given time.  

Upon electronic completion of the AAHA Commitment Letter, the state 
will compile a list of all completed electronic Commitment Letters and 
provide a list of such to Member Association Registrars showing their 

committed players. 
 

9.3 Each Member Association shall be responsible for providing an electronic 
list of all players by team to the AAHA President or designee for posting 
to the AAHA website on or before August 1st.   

9.4 Players/Parents may only be committed to one Member Association 
(through completion of the AAHA Commitment Letter) at a time.  There 

are two exceptions to this rule whereby players may be committed to 
more than one Member Association: 1) Girls – as allowed by the USA 
Hockey Annual Guide and 2) Players playing in Arizona high school 

hockey and house leagues.   
 

9.5 After the Commitment letter is signed by all the parties, a player may 
move to another Member Association prior to the completion of USA 

Hockey’s National Tournament only by obtaining a signed AAHA Release 
Letter, completed by the Player/Parent and obtain an “approval to be 
released” signature from the Member Association to which the 

Player/Parent previously committed.  The Member Association to which 
the Player/Parent is requesting the release from shall respond to the 

AAHA Release Letter request within fourteen (14) calendar days from 
receiving the request. 

 

9.6 The Player/Parent shall present the fully executed AAHA Release letter 
to any different Member Association prior to participating in any 

tryout(s), practice(s), or game(s) with any different Member Association.  
A copy of the AAHA Release Letter must be sent via email to the AAHA 
President and AAHA State Registrar in order to update the team roster 

thereby finalizing the release process. 
 

9.7 If the AAHA Release Letter request is not approved by the original 
Member Association, the Player may not participate in any tryout(s), 
practice(s), or game(s) with any different Member Association until an 

approved AAHA Release Letter can be obtained from the original Member 
Association. 

 
9.8 A Player/Parent wishing to appeal a denial of release may request an 

appeal hearing before the AAHA Executive Committee by a written 

request for an appeal hearing along with a copy of the denial Release 
request to the President of AAHA.  The AAHA President shall schedule an 

appeal review within fourteen (14) calendar days of receiving the 
request. 

 

9.9 The AAHA Commitment Letter is wholly unrelated and independent of a 
Member Association’s requirements, if any, of the Player/Parent to sign 

any specific Member Association contract(s) including but not limited to 
a financial commitment contract other than as noted in 9.1 above. 

 

Deleted: ¶

Deleted: ¶



9.10 As the AAHA Commitment Letter is wholly unrelated and independent of 
any financial obligation or contract entered into between an individual 

Member Association and a player/parent(s), appeals from any denial of 
a release will be considered solely related to the AAHA Commitment 

Letter process and governing rules unless the denial is based in whole or 
in part upon the allegation that a player is delinquent with respect to a 
financial obligation.  To the extent that the denial by a Member 

Association to issue a Release is based upon an allegation of delinquency 
on a debt owed, all determinations and appeals related thereto shall be 

governed by the protocol set forth in Section 8 herein, meaning that no 
player will be denied a release if it is determined that a good faith and 
reasonable dispute exists concerning the legitimacy of the alleged 

delinquent debt. 
 

9.11 A Player/Parent of Member Association wishing to appeal the decision of 
the AAHA Executive Committee can request an appeal hearing before the 
entire AAHA Board.  A written request for an appeal hearing shall be sent 

to the AAHA President requesting the hearing fourteen (14) days prior to 
the next scheduled AAHA Board Meeting.  The AAHA Board shall place 

the appeal hearing on the AAHA Board Meeting Agenda at their next 
scheduled meeting. 

 
9.12 Any Player/Parent or Member Association may appeal any aspect of the 

AAHA Commitment Letter process according to the USA Hockey Appeals 

process as published in the current Annual Guide.  Violations of these 
policies may result in a Player, coach or Member Association being 

brought before the AAHA Disciplinary Committee. 
 

 

 

 

 



Coaching Report for December 10th 2018. 

 

Good evening. 

 

The Gilbert level 1 clinic had 35 coaches and the level 2 clinic had 40 coaches. 

 

The 6th and final level 1 clinic and final clinic of the year is in Tucson December 15th. 

 

That will be the last of Coaching Program Activity in Arizona. 

 

Goaltending Development- The pacific District will be hosting a Bronze Level goalie Coaching clinic this 

Saturday December 8th and I will be in attendance. Thank you Charlie for getting this on the website and 

out to our coaches. 

 

Thank you and a Merry Christmas to all. 

 

Larry Gibson- AZ CEP and GDC 

 



Arizona Amateur Hockey Association 

Disciplinary Report 

November 2018 

 

The Discipline Committee met on three different dates between November and early December.   

 

November 12, 2018 – 1 hearing 

1. A player from the Chandler Youth House League received a match penalty for kicking.  He was 

aware that kicking can be a serious penalty.  Fortunately the player was not injured.  After 

reviewing the video, the Committee decided that the action was more of a push off than an 

actual kick.  Therefore the player received a one game suspension. 

 

November 20, 2018 – 2 hearings 

1. A player from the Scottsdale Youth House League received a match penalty under rule 608 (c) 

for checking from behind.  The player believed that he pushed the player from the front rather 

than from behind.  He was also assessed a penalty for fighting and for an obscene gesture.  The 

player received a five game suspension from his Youth House Team.  During this time he was 

also not permitted to play for his high school team. 

2. A player from the Arizona Hockey Union 18AA team received a match penalty under USA Hockey 

rule 602 (a) deliberate or attempt to injure an opponent or team official.  The report indicated 

that he punched a player in the head/neck area with his blocker glove.  He did acknowledge that 

he understood that an action of that nature could cause a serious injury.  The player was given a 

two game suspension. 

 

December 4, 2018 – 4 hearings 

1. A player from the Gilbert Adult League received a match penalty under USA Hockey rule 603 (c) 

boarding.  The player checked another player into the boards in a non-checking league causing 

the player to fall in a manner that severely broke his ankle.  The injured player required surgery 

to repair the break.  After looking at the video the Committee felt that it was a very egregious 

action and could have definitely been avoided.  After much discussion the Committee 

unanimously agreed on a suspension through August 31, 2019. 

2. A player in the 10U Gilbert House League received a match penalty under USA Hockey rule 627 

(b) for kicking.  The player did admit that he kicked his opponent.  He indicated that he was very 

frustrated about the play that had just happened.  He did understand the serious of the penalty 

and that it could severely injure another player.  Fortunately the player did not get hurt as a 

result of the kicking motion.  The penalized player was given a three game suspension. 

3. A player in the AHSHA received a match penalty under USA Hockey rule 620 (c) for head contact.  

The player checked his opponent with his stick in the back of the head causing the player to fall 

on the ice face first.  The player was injured and had either a bloody nose or bit his lip causing it 

to bleed.  The player was remorseful and was apologetic for his actions.  He did understand the 

seriousness of the action and that his action could have caused a more severe injury.  After 

discussion by the Committee the player was assessed an 8 game suspension with three games 

already having been served. 

4. A player with the Coyotes 18U AAA team received a match penalty under USA Hockey rule 601 

(f3) conduct detrimental to the game.  He received the penalty as a result of spitting on an 



opponent.  The player was very apologetic and clearly stated that it was a very stupid thing on 

his part to do.  He stated that he was very frustrated with how the game was going and knows 

this is in no way part of the game and should not be tolerated.  The player was suspended for a 

total of three games. 

 

This concludes my report for November 2018. 

 

Respectfully, 

Bruce Urban, Disciplinary Committee Chair 



AHRA Officiating Report 

Highlights: 

November Game Summary 

Youth House 209 

Youth Travel 274 

Adult 490 

ACHA 23 

Total Games 996 

 

• Supervised Officials in October 24, total for this season 78 

AHRA Updates 

• New Official of the Year award announced named in honor of Dean Blixt 

• Preparing for Tier I weekend Dec 14-16 

o Several out of town officials will come in to support the weekend games 

• All scorekeepers have been notified of expectations and we will aggressively address anyone 

failing to meet the expectations 

 



USA Hockey Officiating Report 
December 2018 

Submitted by Bryan D. Eisentraut 
 

 
 

Registration Summary and Comparison 
 
 

2018-19 USA Hockey Officials Registration Data as of 11/30/2018               

 2018-19   2017-18 (As of 11/30/2017)   2017-18 (End of Season) 

 Complete Incomplete TOTAL   Complete Incomplete TOTAL   Complete Incomplete TOTAL 

Level 1 69 65 134  Level 1 84 50 134  Level 1 104 38 142 

Level 2 57 16 73  Level 2 58 21 79  Level 2 74 8 85 

Level 3 54 23 77  Level 3 51 14 65  Level 3 57 1 58 

Level 4 5 4 9  Level 4 3 0 3  Level 4 3 0 3 

 185 108    196 85    238 47  

 293    281    285   

 
 

Registration Completion Push 
 

- Officials’ certification from the 2017-18 season expired on 11/30 
 - All officials need to be “complete” for 2018-19 season to officiate 
 
- As of the 11/30 USA Hockey report, 37 officials who were complete for 2017-18 were not complete for 2018-19 

- Report is typically 2-3 days behind USA Hockey database updates 
- Possible for officials to be complete but show as incomplete on report 

- Can verify complete status by emailing AHRA scheduler screenshot of USAH profile showing “complete” for 2018-19 
- Next update from USA Hockey will come around 12/10 



 

 
 
 
 
AAHA Meeting  
Dec 10, 2018 
 
 
 
 
Adult Hockey Committee Report  

 
*Nothing new* 

Adult Hockey Directors are collaborating on AAHA-subsidized Adult LTPH classes and clinics for 
Spring 2019.  
 
Coyotes Summer Classic Adult tournament is scheduled for June 21-23, 2019. 
 
 
AAHA/AHRA Officials Committee Report 
 
Charlie Knotts has been added to Officials Committee. The Committee is currently setting up a 
process to hold scorekeepers accountable to ensure every game scoresheet is completed 
accurately and completely. For now, all substandard scoresheets are emailed to me by Charlie 
and I pass along to Chris Zorza for review and action.  
 
 
 
 
--Adam Mims 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




