
April 9th, 2026

Middle School Parent Meeting
NEENAH ROCKET FOOTBALL 



• Introductions & Culture

• Important Dates

• How the Middle School football program is setup

• Communications

• Summer Development Opportunities

• Volunteer expectations & Fundraising

•  What you need to do next!

• Questions

AGENDA



Program Leaders - 2026
● Varsity Head Coach – Steve Jung 

○ Sjung@Neenah.K12.wi.us

● Middle School Football Director – Kyle Roberts
○ NeenahMSFootball@gmail.com

●   Middle School Lead Coach - Chris Polit
○ Christopher.Polit@Neenah.K12.wi.us

●   Booster Club President – Ryan St Clair
○ NeenahQuarterbackClub@gmail.com

Head Coaches

● 6th Grade
○ Kirk Pruchnofski
○ Brad Fox

● 7th Grade
○ Alex Willing
○ Ben Breister

● 8th Grade
○ Greg Balandran
○ Chris Feavel

30+ 
Assistant Coaches 

across the 3 Grades

mailto:Sjung@Neenah.K12.wi.us
mailto:NeenahMSFootball@gmail.com
mailto:Chris.Polit@Neenah.K12.wi.us
mailto:NeenahQuarterbackClub@gmail.com


THE NEENAH WAY

To leave our students better than when we found them; 
better athletes, better students, and better people.

We challenge our student athletes and teach the value 
of hard work, how to handle challenging situations, 

and how to be a great teammate.  We set high 
expectations for them and that prepares them for their 

future!



“The standard is the standard.” – Mike Tomlin
The standard doesn’t adjust to you; you rise to meet it.

We set high expectations
➢ Year-round development:  Strength Building / Speed / Mobility
➢ Encourage multi-sport participation
➢  Routine - Maintaining a calendar 

○ Prioritize 8-9 hours of sleep.
○ You become what you focus on all day long
○ Responsible Social Media usage
○ Success hinges on making good decisions 

■ (3,500 choices/day or 4/minute).

OWN YOUR 
PATHWAY



Safety
• Tackling is taught differently than what you might have been taught when you played.

• Focus on keeping head up and out of the way.

• Equipment has improved!

• Better Helmets

• Better Shoulder Pads & Pants

• Better Practice Equipment

• Training for Coaches - USA Football certification

• Licensed Athletic Trainers on site at all football games

• Free access to Licensed Athletic Trainers is available during the season

• Season starts with conditioning period

• Pre-season practices - 8 hours of shirts/shorts/cleats only

• First 3 full practices are helmets only, then 2 practices helmets/shoulder pads 



Important Dates
• Pre-season practices start Monday, August 3rd

• cleats/shirt/shorts only 

• Equipment/Locker Handout - Monday, August 10th (NMS - Conant Gym)

• 8th grade – 4:30 PM

• 7th grade – 5:30 PM

• 6th grade – 6:30 PM

• First Practice - Tuesday, August 11th

• First Game - Tuesday, August 25th 

• Last Game - Tuesday, October 13th  

The season goes fast!  

~10 weeks



Save the Dates…
• Tuesday, August 18th 

• Pictures (during practice)

• In-Season Parent Meeting @ NMS Stadium

• Friday, September 25th 

• Middle School & Youth Football Night @ Varsity Game

• Friday, October 9th is Homecoming 

• 8th graders march in Homecoming Parade



Schedule…what should I expect?
• Middle School football season is 4-5 days/week for 10 weeks.  

• Games are on Tuesdays  

• Prior to school starting (August) – practices will be in the evening – Mon-Thurs 

4:30pm to 7:00pm, Fridays 3:30pm-6:00pm

• Monday to Friday.  

• During the school year (Sept/Oct) – practices are after school – 3:30 to 5:30pm



What does the Game Schedule 
look like?

• 8 games. Home games at NMS Stadium.

• Games on Tuesdays.  

• Game times sequenced by grade – 4:30pm, 5:45pm, 7:00pm

• Away games - buses depart ~75 minutes prior to game time

• 1 game before the first day of school

• Each week Red/White games either Home or Away

• Neenah Middle School Football is a member of the “Future Leaders 
Football League”.  Cities in the league include:

• 2 teams each from Neenah, Kimberly, Kaukauna

• 1 team each from Menasha, Little Chute, Freedom, Wrightstown



Calendar On-line
Overall Schedule is online in a Google Sheets 

document – everything from practices to games to 

events.   Click here.

• Recommend accessing via website or Google 

Sheets app on your smart phone.  

• Note different tabs for each month and for 

game schedule

 

Example 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/157u-Kui2vE1RlzcGgUcpqmCIvmZM_iukteJH7mCEMCo/edit?gid=1617605686#gid=1617605686


How does team setup & rostering work?
• Every grade has 2 teams – we call them “Red” and “White”

• We are one program and truly one team.  We are all Neenah Rockets!

• However, since we typically have 60-70 kids play football in each grade – we create 2 teams to allow for more playing time in 
games for everyone.  

• Rosters are created to have 2 equal, balanced teams.  

• Players do not automatically stay on the same color team year-to-year.  

• Example – if your player was on Red in 6th Grade, then they may get rostered to either Red or White in 7th Grade, as 
needed, to ensure we have equal, balanced teams every year.

• Siblings in different grades are placed on the same color team with the older grade deciding.  

• Example, if your family has a 6th grader and a 7th grader – whatever color team the 7th grader is placed on, then the 6th 
grader will be placed on the same.

• The first week of practice in August is used to assess players for ability and potential positions, typically by the start of week 2 of 
practice your player will be informed which team they are on.   

• This means you will not know your player’s specific game schedule until the 2nd week of practice.

Red White

6th Grade ✔ ✔

7th Grade ✔ ✔

8th Grade ✔ ✔



Neenah Middle School Football Map
• Practice Fields = white boxes

• Locker Rooms = red boxes

• Parking for Pick-Up = yellow circles

• 7 - (front main parking lot)- option to 

avoid traffic for everyone.

• 1 & 2 - first choice for 6th/7th grade

• 3 & 4 - first choice for 8th grade

• 5 & 6 - options to avoid the heavy 

traffic on backside of school

7

There are “No Parking” signs posted in this area. You risk 
receiving a parking citation if you park where prohibited.



Communications
• Program Emails from NeenahMSFootball@gmail.com

• Team/Grade specific emails from Head Coaches

• www.NeenahFootball.com

• Website for Registration, schedules, paperwork links, etc

• For Middle School info - Select “Middle School” at top 

• Facebook & Instagram for pictures and overall Neenah football 
program current events

• Instagram:  @NeenahFootball
• Facebook:   Neenah Rocket Football Booster Club

 

mailto:NeenahMSFootball@gmail.com
http://www.neenahfootball.com/
https://www.instagram.com/neenahfootball?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
https://www.facebook.com/Neenah-Rocket-Football-Booster-Club-189854621047689


Summer Youth Football 
Development Opportunities

Event When
Grades Eligible (grade entering next Fall)

Where
2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th

Summer Strength & Conditioning June / July x x x NMS

Youth & Middle School Football Camp June x x x x x x x NMS

Youth Football Academy June / July x x x x x NMS

Youth Passing League June / July x x Menasha Calder

Grade Level pre-season practices (Start Aug 3rd) August x x x NMS



• Where:  Neenah Middle School                       Cost:  Free!

• Led by Coach Judd Eastman and Coach Steve Jung.

• When:  4 days per week - Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday

• June 8th - July 2nd and July 13th-30th  
• Activities: Weight Training, Speed/Flexibility, Conditioning

• Session Times by Grade Level (Grade in next Fall):

● Session 1: 8th Grade - 8:00 am to 9:30 am

● Session 2: 7th Grade - 8:00 am to 9:30 am

● Session 3: 6th Grade - 9:30 am to 11:00 am

Summer Strength & Conditioning
• Comprehensive program  - strength, speed, agility, and flexibility.  

• The focus is age-appropriate training designed to enhance:
-Technique: Building proper technique and functional movement to keep participants safe. 
-Strength: Building muscle endurance and functional strength. 
-Agility: Improving speed, coordination, and reaction time. 
-Flexibility: Promoting injury prevention through stretching and mobility exercises.

Online registration through NJSD summer 
school system 

● Infinite Campus Parent app    - or -  
● Website: 

https://neenahwi.infinitecampus.org/campus/port
al/parents/neenah.jsp?status=login

https://neenahwi.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/neenah.jsp?status=login
https://neenahwi.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/neenah.jsp?status=login


Youth & Middle School Football Camp
Led by High School Coaches and Players

6th-8th grade players separated into position groups (lineman group and 
skill position group)

Who:  Athletes entering Grades 2nd through 8th next school year.

Dates: June 8th to 11th  (Monday to Thursday)

Where:  Neenah Middle School Practice Fields

Time:  

• 12pm - 2pm for Youth - 2nd to 5th grade
• 2:30 - 4:30pm for Middle school - 6th to 8th grade

Cost: $50 (includes t-shirt)

Registration for camp is on www.NeenahFootball.com

  

http://www.neenahfootball.com/


 

Neenah Football Academy 
Grades 4th to 8th       Tuesdays 1:30pm - 3pm

June 16th, 23rd & July 7th at Neenah Middle School  
$20 – register online at www.NeenahFootball.com

Neenah Youth Passing League 
Grades 7th & 8th        Mondays 1:00pm – 2:20pm  

June 15th, 22nd, and 29th at Calder Stadium in Menasha  
$20 – register online at www.NeenahFootball.com

ALL PLAYERS 
ARE 
ENCOURAGED 
TO ATTEND! 
6TH TO 8TH 
GRADE 
PLAYERS 
PLACED IN 
POSITION 
GROUPS.

http://www.neenahfootball.com/
http://www.neenahfootball.com/


Academic Eligibility - NJSD 
• If a student fails 2 classes during Spring Semester of 6th or 7th Grade, then they must 

sit out the first 2 football games the next Fall.
• The student-athlete still practices with the team during the entire season.  (Practice 

participation is not impacted, only the ability to play in games) 

• This NJSD policy does not affect athletes playing in Fall of their 6th grade year
• Please note - this academic eligibility policy affects all sports participation (it is not 

specific to Football)

• Questions on this policy should be directed to David Sonnabend: dsonnabend@neenah.k12.wi.us

mailto:dsonnabend@neenah.k12.wi.us


Physical Paperwork Submission to NJSD
• Turn into Cami Czech in the Main Office at Middle School AFTER JULY 1ST.   Questions:  cczech@neenah.k12.wi.us

• Players cannot participate until paperwork submitted.

• Paperwork Link:   https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HWIMBlk4iVlXW0gB4ULyq1tKHXKdzFm9/view?usp=drive_link 

mailto:cczech@neenah.k12.wi.us
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HWIMBlk4iVlXW0gB4ULyq1tKHXKdzFm9/view?usp=drive_link


Physical Paperwork Submission to NJSD
• This can be confusing: for preparticipation physical evaluations, the "year" is from April 1st to March 31st

• Date ranges for this football season:

• Physical dated April 2026 or later - submit the physical paperwork to Cami Czech after July 1st

• Physical dated April 2025 to March 2026 - then just submit Alternate Year card if you submitted Physical 
the prior year.  (If never previously submitted the physical, then submit BOTH Physical paperwork and 
Alternate Year card)

• Physical dated March 2025 or earlier - then need to get a new physical with doctor.

• If your athlete needs a medical physical - you can do it now!   (anytime after April 1st each year)  

• Don’t wait - get it done now so you aren’t scrambling in July.



Volunteer Expectations
• Every Family

• Sign up to help with 2 items per athlete in the program.  Sign up through Dibs.

• Extended family, friends of the family, and siblings (AGE 14 and OLDER) may sign up to fill the spot on behalf of the athlete.

• More communication will be communicated to parents as the season gets closer. The Quarterback Club will follow-up with parents who have 

not signed up mid-way through the season.  You may be assigned a volunteer spot if you have not signed up by then.

• Volunteer Opportunities
1. Chain Gang at your player’s home games  (3 people per game)

2. High School Game Concession Stand  (Please do this if possible!)
• Varsity, JV, and Freshman games available!

3. Concession stand at Neenah Middle School stadium games 

• Recommend volunteering during different grade level game from your own player

4. Team Parent (covered for the season)

5. Coach (covered for the season)

• Sign up at www.NeenahFootball.com/dibs starting in July.  

http://www.neenahfootball.com/dibs


Assistant Coaches are critical
Football teams require a lot of coaches to run productive practices with many drills and position work.   

There are a lot of players and a lot of positions.  If we only have a few coaches per team - that limits how 

much each player can learn and develop.

● "I cannot get away from work or other commitments for 5 days a week for 9 weeks"
○ If you can only make it 2-3 days per week - that is okay!   Any help you can provide is appreciated.
○ Don't let shift work or certain days with critical commitments stop you from helping on the days you are available.
○ We do need the head coaches there most every day. 

● "I cannot get away from work in time to be at practice at 3:30pm during the school year"
○ Practice during the school year (Sept/Oct) runs 3:30 to 5:30.  At least one coach does need to be there early to open the locker 

rooms, get things ready, and start the warm-up.  If others can get there but will arrive later - this is just fine and understood.  
○ If you can only make it for the 2nd hour - no worries - any help is greatly appreciated.  (Same goes if you can only make the 1st hour)

● “I am not a football expert; I cannot coach & teach how to play football”
○ Do we need some coaches that know football well?  Yes, of course.
○ But we don't need everyone to be the second coming of Vince Lombardi.  There are plenty of things you can do to help run drills 

(don't worry - we will teach them to you, and partner you with other coaches).C
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A LOT of investment in new equipment!

2024 ($45,000)
• 16’ Zone Blocking/Tackling Chute (THANK YOU, AMCOR!)
• 100 Riddell SpeedFlex Helmets
• 20 sets of shoulder pads
• 30 pairs of game pants
• 36 new Wilson footballs

The awesome effort fundraising is going directly into great new equipment for your athletes! 
THANK YOU!

2026  ($23,000)
• 6-man PowerBlast w/sled (THANK YOU, AMCOR!)
• 50 Riddell SpeedFlex Helmets
• 30 pairs of game pants
• 80 game jerseys

2025  ($23,000)
• 5-man JV Blocking Sled (THANK YOU, AMCOR!)
• 35 Riddell SpeedFlex Helmets
• 10 pairs of game pants
• 36 new Wilson footballs



Fundraising

SNAP! RAISE - LIFT-A-THON (High School)
● Completed this in February/March - raised over $30K
● Great participation by the athletes!

● The majority of the Neenah QB Club Budget is funded through our fundraising efforts supporting kids in Grades 6-12.
○ Fundraising does not go towards fields or facilities.
○ If your athlete wears it, hits it, rides it, eats it, or lifts it - fundraising helped get it!

ROCKET CARDS
● Our goal is for each middle school player to sell 5 

cards.
● Cards will be start being handed out at the youth 

football camp starting June 8th.
● All unsold cards must be turned in.

INCENTIVES
Raise $200 = T-Shirt
Raise $600 = Personalized Sweatshirt

SNAP! RAISE - Middle School  June 12th-July 10th
● Awesome opportunity to get support from 

family/friends outside of the local area!
● Snap! Raise is combined with Rocket Cards to raise 

money.



NEENAH FOOTBALL 
GOLF OUTING

● Sunday August 30
● Four Player Team Scramble Format
● Lake Breeze Golf Course - Winneconne
● Register at www.neenahfootball.com
● Contact Nate Kok for more info 

(nkok@bankfirst.com) 

http://www.neenahfootball.com/


Financial Requirement
No player will be turned away for inability to pay.  

If it’s a burden, contact Kyle Roberts - NeenahMSFootball@gmail.com

Grade 6th 7th 8th

School Fee for Fall Playing Season 
(Paid at School Registration on Infinite Campus) None* $30 $30

QB Club Fee for Fall Playing Season
(Paid at Online Football Registration) $100* $25 $25

Cleats, Mouth Guard, Water Bottle

*6th Grade is not a NJSD sponsored program – therefore, there are no school fees, but more QB Booster 
Club cost due to lack of school district support.  (Need to cover buses for away games, game officials, etc)



What do you need to do?
1. Now - Complete registration online at www.NeenahFootball.com  (sooner the better – so you 

ensure we have your contact information)

2. Soon - Get a medical physical from doctor, if your athlete needs one (you can find link to the 

form to print for a doctor at www.Neenahfootball.com)

3. July - Turn in all paperwork, sports physicals to Cami Czech at Middle School main office  
(You can find link to forms on www.NeenahFootball.com).   

4. August 3rd - Be prepared for season with cleats, mouth guard, and big water bottle

5. August 10th - Attend Equipment Handout 

6. During the season: Fundraiser – Rocket Cards 

7. During the season:  Volunteer - Sign-up on DIBS - https://www.neenahfootball.com/dib_sessions

https://neenahfootball.sportngin.com/register/form/552871491
http://www.neenahfootball.com
https://www.neenahfootball.com/dib_sessions


Registering an Athlete
• Go to www.NeenahFootball.com and click on link to register.  This will take you to the Sports 

Engine registration system.  

• Select an Athlete profile to register or select Register a New Athlete if you don’t see the 

athlete(s) you are registering

• Enter required information – opportunity to select football registration and summer camp 

options.

http://www.neenahfootball.com/


On-line Registration  
• Collect player and family information to 

ensure you get communications.

• Register your Athlete(s) for upcoming 

activities with one easy payment

• Payments and forms available based on 

Athlete's grade in school

• Will link your athlete(s) to your Sports 

Engine account for easy tracking in Dibs

Register at:     https://neenahfootball.sportngin.com/register/form/239066607

https://neenahfootball.sportngin.com/register/form/573793224?_gl=1*1t7z3mx*_ga*MTAxODMwOTk3OC4xNzM1MTU3NTQz*_ga_PQ25JN9PJ8*MTc0MjE3Njk4Mi40NS4xLjE3NDIxNzcyNDAuMC4wLjA.#_ga=2.11907188.1750357823.1742168642-1018309978.1735157543


Don’t have a Sports Engine Account?
• Go to www.neenahfootball.com

• In upper right-hand corner, click Sign In

• Under Welcome, click on Create an account

• Fill out requested information

• Fill out for yourself, your Athlete will be added later

• Click Sign Up 

• Check your email for verification code to verify your account

http://www.neenahfootball.com/


Paying School Activity Fee→Infinite Campus



If you have questions, don’t hesitate to ask…
• MS Football Director – Kyle Roberts neenahmsfootball@gmail.com

• MS Lead Coach - Chris Polit   Christopher.Polit@Neenah.k12.wi.us

• Booster Club – Ryan St Clair neenahquarterbackclub@gmail.com

• Fundraising – Tanya Fox                  neenahfballqbclubfundraising@gmail.com 

• Volunteering – Kari Hawkinson kari.hawkinson32@gmail.com

• Concessions – Crystal Schalliol       rocketsfb.concessionsdirector@gmail.com

• Website/Social Media – Kristina St Clair    kristina_st_clair@yahoo.com

mailto:Christopher.Polit@Neenah.k12.wi.us

