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Annual Meeting & Elections
By CAA Diamond Sports 09/06/2024, 10:30am CDT
Our Annual CAA Diamond Sports Board Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, October 13th at 7:00pm at the American Legion in Chanhassen.  All Diamond Sports (baseball & softball) parents are welcome to attend!
Do you have ideas that could help improve the CAA Baseball & Softball programs?  Have you ever wondered why we do things a certain way, or what goes on behind the scenes?  Do you want to give back to the organization that your children spend so much time in while they are growing up and learning their respective sports of baseball and softball?  Please consider getting involved on the leadership team!
Below are the positions that will be voted on at our annual meeting.  We have listed the current number of candidates we know are currently running for each position.  See the links below for descriptions of these positions on our website, but we also encourage you to reach out to board members and ask questions if you are interested and want to know more about what a particular job really entails. 
Baseball:  https://www.chanathleticassociation.com/baseball-leadership
Softball: https://www.chanathleticassociation.com/softball-leadership
Board Positions (voting) - 2 year terms
Secretary/Communications - Open
Safety Officer - 1 candidate
Webmaster - 1 candidate
Director of Marketing – 1 candidate
Baseball Player Agent 9-11 - 1 candidate
Director of Metro Baseball 12+ - Open
Director of Baseball Tournaments - Open
Director of Softball Tournaments - Open
Director of Community Baseball – 1 candidate
VP Softball – 1 candidate
Player Agent Softball - 1 candidate
Director of Softball Development - 1 candidate
Director Softball K/1/2-8U – Open
If you would like to get your name on the official ballot, please fill out the application @ LINK TO BOARD APPLICATION
If you have any questions email us at: caadiamondsports@gmail.com
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5th Annual Golf Fundraiser
By CAA Diamond Sports 09/06/2024, 10:15am CDT
Please join us Monday, Sept 23rd for our 5th Annual Golf Fundraiser at Deer Run!  This is the ONLY fundraiser we do for CAA Diamond sports.  All proceeds will go towards upgraded dugouts at Lake Ann, equipment sheds at the fields, equipment upgrades, and also will help provide any scholarships for families that need assistance.  
We encourage the newer CAA families to register and meet other families in our CAA Diamond Sports community, and/or bring your friends and family.  It's a fun event and there's no better way to ease into the week than playing an 18 hole scramble! 
11:00am - Check in, Lunch and Range
1:00pm - Shotgun start
~6:00pm - Dinner and Awards
Click this LINK to register yourself or a foursome.   Don't have a foursome?  Don't want to gather a foursome but still want to golf?  Register yourself and we will take care of the rest! $160 for each player which will include Lunch, Range Balls, Happy Hour, Dinner, and 18 holes at Deer Run (voted #1 tournament golf course by Tee Times Press)
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Volunteer Opportunities & Update
By CAA Diamond Sports 09/06/2024, 10:00am CDT
We have posted volunteer hours for our upcoming golf tournament.  A reminder that these hours will count toward next season's volunteer requirement.  This is a great time to get those hours in before the games and craziness start!
 
Golf Tournament Hours
 
The current Director of Volunteers has one year left in her term and is looking for an organized, responsible, dedicated replacement to shadow her for the 2024-2025 volunteer season and take over the role officially in October 2025.  This role is perfect for somebody who wants to be involved with the CAA Diamond Sports Board of Directors but isn't a baseball or softball expert (although you can be!), and prefers administrative work to on-field volunteering.  The role involves managing the Dibs module on SportsEngine, collecting volunteer checks, tracking credit fulfillment by family in a spreadsheet, sending out volunteer communications, and attending monthly Board meetings.  If this sounds like something you would be interested in doing, please reach out to Amanda McGibbon for more information at caabbsbvolunteers@gmail.com.
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Baseball Season Recap
By CAA Baseball 09/06/2024, 9:45am CDT
As we wrap up the 2024 season, we want to thank you for another wonderful year of baseball in the CAA program. We continue to see growth in our program at all levels, with kids developing, growing, and having fun. With that in mind, we'd like to highlight a few key points from the season:
Weather:
This past spring and summer were among the rainiest we've experienced in recent years. As previously mentioned, the cities of Chanhassen and Victoria dictate when we can and cannot play on the fields. Unfortunately, we faced several rainouts and cancellations this year. Our Program Directors and Schedulers did their very best to get everyone on the field as much as possible this year, and we will keep our fingers crossed that next year is much drier.
Hosted Baseball Tournaments:
This summer, the CAA hosted three baseball tournaments: Chan Challenge, 11A MBT State, and 9AA MYAS State at our Lake Ann & Chan Rec Center fields. This year, we had a record number of teams participating from surrounding communities in and around the metro area. We continue to receive great praise from our visiting teams about how well-maintained our fields are and how smoothly our tournaments run. Thank you to all who were involved in organizing and volunteering at our tournaments and helping generate proceeds that directly support our baseball programs.
Travel/Tournament Baseball:
During the 2024 baseball season, the CAA had 23 teams participating in Tournament/Travel baseball. This group includes players aged 9 to 15 with over 275 athletes. Our Chanhassen teams achieved great success this season, with numerous teams winning local tournaments, MBL regions, and playoff brackets. Additionally, two teams (10A White & 12A Grey) took home the gold, winning end-of-season State tournaments in their respective age groups / divisions. These accomplishments were made possible by our dedicated volunteer coaches & managers, who spent countless hours before, during and after the season helping their teams succeed. Their efforts are truly commendable, and we all owe them a special thank you!
9’s In-House League (Majors):
Our 9-year-old Majors in-house league wrapped up with a hotly contested championship game, with the Phillies defeating the Orioles.  Congratulations also to the Mets, Pirates, Rangers, and Diamondbacks on a terrific 2024 Majors season!  Finally, thank you to the families, volunteers, and umpires who made it possible for our players and coaches to bring us great baseball this summer—even as we fought Mother Nature for every dry day we could get.  Looking forward to seeing you all for 10 Travel or 10/11 SW Metro community league in 2025!
SW Metro League (Community Baseball):
Chanhassen's SW Metro League teams provide a great opportunity for players to continue playing exciting baseball outside the MBL travel leagues.  This past season, Chanhassen fielded five teams: two teams at the 10-11 y/o level; one team at the 12-13 y/o level; and one team at the 16-18 y/o level.  Each team showed well in the regular season and competed hard in their playoff tournaments.  We’re always looking to grow the community baseball program and give more chances for players to keep playing ball—if you know players who are interested in joining, please send them our way!
Closing:
As we look forward to the 2025 season, we invite anyone interested in helping out to join us. If you have any questions about how you can help, please reach out to anyone on the CAA Diamond Sports Board. Your involvement is invaluable in ensuring the continued success of our program.
Thank you again for a fantastic season, and we look forward to seeing you next year!
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Board Minute
By CAA Diamond Sports 09/06/2024, 9:30am CDT
Information Available on the CAA Website
There is so much helpful information available on our website that you may not know about.  Below we highlight a few and include links to where the information is located on the website.
Newsletters: Did you know that the first edition of the Diamond Sports Digest was sent in May of 2021? ALL past issues of the newsletter are on the website at the bottom of the Newsletter page.
Board Meeting Minutes: We post all Meeting Minutes from the monthly Diamond Sports Board meeting on our Leadership page and have them going back all the way to 2020 (around the time we launched the new website). 
Info for each Program: We include descriptions of all our Softball and Baseball programs so you can determine which is the best fit for your player and family.  The info may include days of the week, number of games/practices during the week, number of tournaments played, competitiveness of the team, etc.
Team Selection Handbooks: This pertains to our travel/tournament teams and includes how we handle evaluations and select teams.  We have a handbook for both Baseball and Softball.
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2025 Spring/Summer Travel Softball Preview
By CAA Softball 09/06/2024, 9:15am CDT
		 


CAA Softball had a great season in 2024 and are excited to start planning for next season!  As in previous years we will be holding 10U and 12U tryouts in the fall (10/5 & 10/6) while most players are fresh off their Fall Ball season.  We continuously evaluate feedback about our program and opportunities to improve and are making a few changes for the 2025 season.  We’ll cover all of these in more detail in the upcoming Parent Meeting (9/24 @ 7pm), but here are some highlights:
 
· Tryouts:  all 10U and 12U players will have the opportunity to participate in 2 tryout dates this year (10/5 and 10/6)
· Registration:  to create greater consistency across CAA Diamond Sports, we will be collecting ~50% of program registration fees at the time of registration and volunteer checks prior to tryouts.  Refunds will be available (less the tryout fee) if players choose not to play before rosters are published.  This will allow us to confirm rosters before winter development opportunities and minimize confusion at the start of next season. 
· Team Selection:  as we shared earlier this summary, we have updated the process for Team Selection following tryouts.  That information is available here on our website.
· Coaches:  the success of our program depends on the time and energy invested by volunteer coaches.  If you’re interested please sign-up during the 9/9 – 9/30 window!  This is also critical to our ability to set rosters in a timely fashion following tryouts.  If you have questions, don’t hesitate to reach out – caa.vp.softball@gmail.com
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What is the Dugout Club?
By Dugout Club 09/06/2024, 8:15am CDT
The Dugout Club is a group of volunteers who support and enhance the baseball and softball facilities within the Chanhassen High School boundaries. Our goal is to provide safe, playable fields and practice facilities that instill confidence and pride in participants and our communities. We support all ages, and collaborate with high school programs, the townball team (Redbirds), the Chanhassen Athletic Association, the Legion Baseball program, District 112, and the city of Chanhassen to make improvements to the 33 fields in Victoria and Chanhassen being used by our kids. (Can you name them all?)
Check out our website link below to see some of the projects we have done in recent years.  Some might think that maintaining these fields falls solely on the city of Chanhassen or the city of Victoria, but in most communities, this responsibility usually stops at mowing the grass.  So while some choose to lift pens and write checks, (which we greatly appreciate), we also need those volunteers that prefer to lift a rake now and then. Both contributions are needed, and together, we can better maintain the work that gets done. You can stay informed about all the activities, and volunteer opportunities around our community’s softball and baseball fields by signing up for our newsletter on our contact page or consider becoming a member of the Dugout Club. We meet a few times a year to review our priorities, maintain the $80k worth of equipment we use for these projects, and share our passion for the game.
Dugout Club Website
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Dates to Remember
By CAA Diamond Sports 09/06/2024, 8:00am CDT
Baseball
· Sept 23rd - Golf Tournament Fundraiser @ Deer Run
· Oct 13th - Annual Board Meeting
· Oct 26th - Field Cleanup Day
Softball
· Sept 9th-30th – Spring/Summer Registration Open
· Sept 23rd - Golf Tournament Fundraiser @ Deer Run
· Sept 24th – 7pm Pre-Tryout Parent Meeting (new date)
· Oct 5th-6th – 2025 Softball Tryouts
· Oct 13th - Annual Board Meeting
· Oct 26th - Field Cleanup Day
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As we gear up for the off-season, it's essential to focus on improving our skills and fitness to take our game to the next level. ETS Performance offers comprehensive programs designed to enhance athletic performance and endurance, tailored specifically for young athletes like yours. Whether your goal is to increase speed on the base paths, improve batting power, or develop agility on the field, ETS has the expertise and resources to help you achieve your ambitions.
To get started, we invite you to sign up for a free athlete evaluation through the website at etsperformance.com/getstarted. Plus, as part of the CAA community, you'll receive an exclusive 10% discount on your membership—just remember to mention that you're with the CAA when you sign up. Don't miss this opportunity to invest in your child's athletic development and ensure they're ready to excel when the next season rolls around. Take advantage of ETS Performance's proven methods and dedicated coaching to maximize potential. For more information, visit the website or contact ETS Performance directly at westmetro@etsperformance.com
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Twin Cities Orthopedics
Visit Website
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