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The Discipline Committee and District Registrars reviewed more than 1,000 Referee incident 
Reports this past season.   
There were 51 Match Penalties reported.  There were 30 Hearings on Match Penalties. 
There were 8 thirty day suspensions for failure to wear helmet.  There were only 2 hearings on 
those; the rest of the offenders served the full 30 day suspension. 
There were 12 Summary Suspensions.  5 of them were for coaches who played 
ineligible players in the State Championships.  
 
There were several appeals from Hearing Panel decisions.  All appeal hearings affirmed the 
original decision.  2 of those were appealed to USA Hockey.  One was withdrawn.  The second is 
pending a decision of the USA Hockey Executive Committee. 
 
This year, we held many of the Discipline Hearings via Zoom conference calls.  It worked well and 
saved us much time and travel.  We hope to continue that practice. 
 
Special thanks to Kevin Donovan who spent countless hours helping sort through various IR 
penalties, identifying players, coaches and programs. 
 
Many thanks to the all the members of the Discipline Committee especially to Peter Giuliano, 
Christopher Gong, Charlie Bradbury, Gary Gates, Felix Costanza, Steve Fitzgerald, Jay O’Neil, Jeff 
Brown, Bob Joyce, Jean Ann Nigro, Dan McGlone, Tim McMahon, Chris Valeri, Paul Schwabe, 
Wes Tuttle, Richard Gallant, Dennis Shea, and all those others who served on discipline hearing 
panels. 
 
In addition, thanks and appreciation to Maura Sheehan, Legal Counsel, for her support and 
assistance whenever I hollered!   
 
I would like to hold a training session on how to Chair a Hearing Panel and write a decision, as well 
as to review the current committee forms – tentatively scheduled for late summer – early fall.  I am 
also considering setting up hearing panel with fixed dates and times, which would be available to 
review cases from the prior 2 weeks or so. The Committee will address this possibility this summer. 
 
All the Discipline Rules, procedures and forms are available on the Mass Hockey website – or I am 
happy to send them to anyone interested. 
 
Please sign up to be on the Discipline Committee! 
Anyone interested in helping develop some “new” systems for the process, please contact me. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Christine Mayer 
 



 
 
 
 


