FOUNTAIN VALLEY GIRLS FASTPITCH SOFTBALL 
 GENERAL POLICIES


The following policies and rules are applicable to all Age Group division in Fountain Valley Girls Fastpitch Softball (FVGFS). Division Age Group specific rules are shown on their respective documents. Exceptions as approved by the Board may be allowed and can be made retroactive. For purposes of this document term “USAS” stands for “USA Softball of Southern California”. 

I. AGE GROUPS 
 	 
A. The following age groups shall constitute the FVGFS: 
1. HS (High School) 15 and up
2. 14 and under 	 
3. 12 and under 
4. 10 and under 
5. 8 and under 
6. 6 and under 
7. Future Stars
 
B. A player must submit petition to Player Agent to "Play up" (Play above a player's division league age), no later than start of age division evaluation. A player may not register in a level in which the player’s age is older than the oldest acceptable age for that level. Once a player has been drafted in an age division, she may not play in any other age division during the season. Players may request to play up in the next age group during the regular season, subject to league review and roster availability. Before the season begins, each player must declare their age group for Select and All-Star eligibility as either their current age group or the next age group (Play Up), and this declaration shall be final for the entire season. Players who choose to play up for Recreational play may also participate in their current age group if this dual participation is declared at the start of the season. Once declared, the player’s status applies for both Select and All-Star participation and cannot be changed during the season. 
 
C. A player’s age shall be determined based upon her age according to USA Softball Birthdate Age Chart.

D. Playing up shall require the player to participate in evaluation for both the division based on age and the play up division. Play up shall require the player to be evaluated by division commissioner, at least 2 coaches from division and the Player Rep based on safety and skill level. Limit of play ups will be determined at drafts by Coaches, Division Commissioner and Player Rep., noting league age has priority over play-ups and the lower division must still have enough players to form a team (maximum of 12 players). 

 
E. No player may play in more than one REC division at FVGFS. This does not prohibit them from playing in another non-USAS league. Players can only play in multiple divisions (Rec and Select/All-Stars) if they declare for play-up rules per Article XIV, IB. This does not prohibit them from playing in another league, however player must declare to what league they will be playing for All Stars by April 30th. 

II. FIELDS AND ETIQUETTE 
 
A. All teams will be assigned practice fields and times by the Fall/Spring Commissioner.  Allocation of fields for practice shall be based upon availability. Teams will be assigned two practice days, other days upon availability. 

B. Teams may only practice on the fields they have been assigned by the Fall/Spring Commissioner. Coaches may coordinate with each other to swap times if needed. Teams may also utilize Mile Square Regional Parks fields (also referred to as the Euclid side), on a first come, first served basis until FVGFS obtains access to their fields. 
 
C. One team shall be the Home team and one shall be the Visitor. Home teams shall occupy the third base dugout and the Visitor shall occupy the first base dugout. Home teams shall be the official scorekeeper and are responsible for completing the set-up of the field. 
 
D. Priority for field use, scheduling and officiating shall be given in the following order: 
1. HS
2. 14U 
3. 12U 
4. 10U 
5. 8U 
6. 6U 
7. Future Stars

E. FVGFS recreational teams shall have priority on FVGFS designated fields for practice and games during Spring, All Star, and Fall Ball seasons. Any other sports teams including travel teams requesting use of FVGFS fields during the above mentioned seasons must have BOD approval.  
 
III. ADULT TEAM MEMBER DUTIES 
 
The Board will collectively review all Coaches Applications for the upcoming season (Spring and Fall) and cast a vote for coaches for the individual divisions.  Coaches will then be notified of their selection prior to the mandatory FVGFS Coaches meeting that precedes player evaluations. 
 
A. Duties of Coaches 
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1. Set a positive example for all players
2. Teach basic softball fundamentals
3. Demand proper conduct
4. Work with and support your Manager
5. Communicate league info to team
6. Collect and maintain emergency cards
7. Teach respect for authority on field  
8. Maintain League equipment
9. Notify UIC of “no show” umpires
10. Turn in all equipment at end of season  
11. Instill sportsmanship
12. Exhibit patience and composure
13. Know USAS and League rules
14. Stress safety, administer first aid
15. Attend Coaches meetings
16. Be prompt and neat
17. Develop a game plan and line-up
18. Locate and collect team sponsors  
19. Notify BOD in writing of conduct unbecoming a league rep.

B. Duties of Managers 

1. Team Organization
2. Know USAS and League rules
3. Enlist parental volunteers
4. Communicate league info to team
5. Maintain control and discipline
6. Keep attendance records
7. Coordinate team picture day  
8. Encourage proper fan conduct
9. Make sure a woman is in dugout
10. Support the coaches & team members
11. Maintain dugout organization
12. Attend managers’ meetings
13. Collect sponsor money
14. Teach respect & encourage friendships
15. Coordinate uniform allocation
16. Stress safety and administer first aid
17. Notify BOD in writing of conduct unbecoming a league rep. 

C. Duties of Team Parent 

1. Assist Managers and Coaches
2. Keep parents informed of activities
3. Distribute league & fundraiser info
4. Coordinate coach & manager gifts   
5. Instill respect and cooperation
6. Organize team volunteers, including snack bar and dugout mom
7. Organize and attend “team” functions
8. Organize and maintain snack schedule
9. Encourage sportsmanship and safety
10. Assist with uniforms & money collection
D. Duties of Scorekeeper(s)

1. Responsible for official scorebook   
2. Know how to keep score & be prepared
3. Inform umpires as requested
4. Record line-ups and changes
5. Record game time; verify
6. Exchange line-up w/opposing team  
7. Must be present at games
8. Be neat and accurate
9. Record players’ numbers and positions
10. Record innings and outs pitched
11. Record protests
12. Obtain Ump’s & both coaches’ or manager’s signatures after the game

E. Coaches and Manager’s Procedural Guidelines 
All teams will practice on their approved league fields on their assigned days and times. Other practice sessions are permitted only if an approved field is not being used. All practices must be held on FVGFS approved fields, for insurance purposes. Coaches, managers and assistant coaches are responsible for the thorough knowledge of all USAS and FVGFS league administrative, standing and ground rules.  All coaches and managers must attend league-required meetings.  All coaches must attend one league sponsored “Coaches Clinic” and one USAS sponsored coaches clinic within the last three years and prior to coaching the upcoming season.  All coaches and managers shall work with their inexperienced players to encourage them to build their playing skills. It is the goal of FVGFS to encourage players to improve their skills, enjoy the game and want to continue to play, thus making FVGFS a more competitive league. All coaches and managers are responsible for providing an atmosphere that is positive, organized and teaches respect for the game, rules and adults involved in the game. Coaches and managers should set a positive example at all times. It is imperative that all coaches and managers be responsible for the maintenance of their assigned equipment. Each coach shall check out their assigned equipment,  
 
IV. GAME PROCEDURE AND CONDUCT 
 
A. All games shall be played as scheduled by the Fall/Spring Coordinator and/or Umpire In Chief (UIC). 
 
B. If a game must be rescheduled, the UIC must be notified at least two week prior to the scheduled game time. Rescheduling of properly notified games and rescheduling of rainout games must be with the agreement of both coaches and the UIC. The UIC must give both coaches written notice that they have seven (7) days to agree on a rescheduled date and time. This notice may be delivered in person by the UIC or sent by mail. In either case, the seven day grace period begins the day the UIC hands the coach the notice or the date of the postmark. If one coach does not respond to the request to reschedule the game or if there cannot be a mutual agreement made between both coaches, the UIC may reschedule the game at his/her own discretion. The UIC will notify both coaches and the divisional commissioner, with a minimum of 36 hours’ notice, with date and time information, regarding when the rescheduled game will be played. In the event a rainout occurs with less than two weeks remaining in the season, the UIC may reschedule that game at his/her own discretion, provided the teams still receive 36 hours’ notice, with date and time information. The needs of the league will take priority over any rescheduling request. Once the above process has been followed, the UIC’s decision is final. 
 
C. Games must be played as scheduled if both teams have a minimum of 7 players. 
 
D. Coaches, managers, players and spectators are expected to observe the rules of common courtesy and good sportsmanship, both on and off the field, as outlined in the USAS rulebook. Coaches and managers are responsible for the behavior of their team members. Coaches, managers, players and spectators who show poor sportsmanship and/or discourteous behavior toward other coaches, managers, players, spectators or umpires are subject to expulsion from games. In addition, offending league members will be excluded from their next league game. If this behavior persists, offending league members are subject to expulsion from the league, based on a vote by the BOD. All complaints about inappropriate behavior by a league representative shall be presented to the BOD in writing as soon as is possible after the incident. 
 
E. Alcoholic beverages and tobacco products shall not be permitted at games being played by FVGFS teams, on reserved fields or at team practice. 
 
V. PROTESTS 

A. Protests shall be regulated by Rule 9 in the USAS rulebook. All protests shall be made in writing. 

B. A fee of $50.00 shall accompany a “Protest”. These fees shall be refunded if the protest is sustained. Final ruling on the protest shall be made by the UIC after conferring with the division commissioner. 
 
C. The UIC and the division commissioner will notify the BOD of any protest that is officially lodged and the final decision regarding re-play or re-scoring of the game. 

VI. Reporting

A. All incidents and issues should be reported to the Division Commissioner and Player Rep, they will then provide a report form to be filled out by the Team Manager (Head Coach). 

B.  The Division Commissioner and Player Rep will review the matter and conduct an investigation if necessary, which may include interviews of players with parents present. If a resolution cannot be reached, it will then be escalated to the President and Executive Board if needed for further review and final determination. 

C. Once the report is complete, the Division Commissioner and Player Rep will present the report and their findings to BOD, maintaining confidentiality by withholding names and team affiliations. 
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