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Women’s Club Hockey Head Coach - Independent Contractor Opportunity 
Saginaw Valley State University is seeking an independent contractor to serves as Head Coach to lead the inaugural 2026–2027 season of its women’s club hockey program. Competing at the ACHA Division II level and operating as a university club sport, this program represents a historic opportunity to launch the first women’s collegiate hockey team in the Great Lakes Bay Region. The ideal candidate will bring a passion for developing student-athletes and a strong commitment to advancing girls’ and women’s hockey.
To Apply: submit a brief letter of interest and a résumé outlining hockey and coaching experience to Mel Rettell at mgrettel@svsu.edu and Ken Fettig at kfettig@svsu.edu.
Scope of Services
The contractor will provide the following services in support of the SVSU D2 Women's Ice Hockey program:
· Collaborate with Club Leaders and Advisor, provide coaching leadership and direction for the  program
· Plan and conduct practices, games, and team activities
· Support the recruitment, evaluation, and retention of student-athletes who align with SVSU’s academic and athletic standards
· Foster player development both on and off the ice, emphasizing skill development, teamwork, accountability, and sportsmanship
· Collaborate with student team leadership, in coordinating assistant coaches, staff, and team operations
· Maintain regular communication and meetings with student leadership of club team and executive board members
· Oversee and advise student leaders on scheduling, travel planning, and equipment needs
· Coordinate with men’s hockey team leadership to ensure the mutual success of the entire Club Hockey Program at SVSU
· Maintain strong communication with SVSU Director of Club Sports, team advisor, university administration, rink staff, players, and families
· Represent the program professionally and maintain effective communication within the university, association (ACHA), conference (CCWHA), and hockey community (particularly within the Great Lakes Bay Region)
· Ensure services are delivered in compliance with league, conference, and university policies
Qualifications
· Proven experience and success in girls’ or women’s hockey coaching
· Demonstrated success in recruiting, leadership, and program development
· Excellent organizational and communication skills
· Availability to perform contracted services during the practice and game schedule (including evenings and weekend travel)
· Possession of (or ability to obtain) USA Hockey CEP level certification (see ACHA Coaching Requirements)
· Possession of (or ability to obtain) SafeSport training
· Willingness and ability to successfully complete/pass a background check for USA Hockey-SVSU
 Contract Details:
This is an independent contractor position. The Head Coach is not an employee of Saginaw Valley State University and will not receive employee benefits. Services will be rendered pursuant to a contractor services agreement outlining the scope of work, schedule, and compensation. 
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